
 

 
THE BIBLE: IT ALL POINTS TO JESUS 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
What is your favorite movie genre: sci-fi, romantic comedy, documentary, horror, 
musical, etc.? 

Within your favorite genre of movie, what is your favorite movie? Why? 

Movie producers use different kinds of movie genres to tell their stories. Just as movies have genres, 
so does the Bible. Have you noticed that the 66 books in your Bible are divided into two halves, an 
Old Testament and a New Testament? Within the Old and New Testaments, there are different 
genres of Bible books. There are books of poetry, history, and wisdom. You have probably also 
noticed books of prophecy, the four Gospels, and epistles (letters) written to real churches. 

Like movies genres, Scripture genres have “rules” they go by. The Gospels tell the story of Christ’s 
earthly ministry. Wisdom books like Proverbs tell us how to live in practical ways. Prophetic books 
often contain images and illustrations that are puzzling yet powerful, like the dragon of Revelation or 
the statue of metals in Daniel. Books like these they keep our attention focused on Christ and the 
future. 

No matter what genre of Scripture you read, they are all used by God to tell one story: the story of 
Christ and His redemptive work. Every book in the Bible, whether in the Old Testament or the New 
Testament, points to Jesus Christ. 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

READ JOHN 5:37-40. 

To which Scriptures was Jesus referring as He spoke to His critics? 

What were the religious leaders missing as they pored over the Scriptures and 
studied them diligently? 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s true. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day did not yet have the New 
Testament, so they only studied what we know as the Old Testament. But as much as they studied, 
they did not see Christ in the writings of the Old Testament. They were looking into God’s Word so 
closely, they missed Jesus. 

How might someone put the study of Scripture before his or her love for Christ? 



Have you heard the phrase, “He couldn’t see the forest for the trees”? It simply means that someone 
is so close to something, they can’t see the big picture. Jesus told His critics they studied the 
Scriptures (they saw the trees), but they couldn’t back up and see the broader picture—a picture that 
revealed how the Scriptures of the Old Testament pointed to Jesus as the Messiah-Savior. 
 

READ LUKE 24:13-27. 

What emotions might the two Emmaus Road disciples have felt as they recounted to 
Jesus the events surrounding His crucifixion, which took place just days earlier? 

If Jesus were to walk for a few miles with you, what would you talk with Him about? 

How does verse 27 connect to Jesus’ conversation with the religious leaders in John 
5? 

In this passage, Jesus appeared to two unnamed disciples as they walked along the road to 
Emmaus. Jesus kept His identity hidden as He walked and talked with them. 

These disciples were similar to the critics Jesus encountered in John 5. They studied the Old 
Testament Scriptures, but they had not yet realized that the Scriptures all pointed to Jesus. Starting 
back in Old Testament and coming forward, Jesus explained how the entire Old Testament and its 
stories pointed to Him as Savior and Messiah. This included all the genres of Scripture found in the 
Old Testament: wisdom literature, poetry, prophetic books, and books of history. 

Verse 27 tells us a lot—if we read the Old Testament carefully (and all other Scripture, for that 
matter), we can see that the Bible tells one remarkable story of how Jesus redeemed mankind 
through His death and resurrection 

Why might Jesus have done a broad Bible study with these two disciples, rather than 
simply revealing His identity to them immediately? 

What does this reveal about the importance of seeing the story of God’s redemption 
in the whole Bible? 
 

READ 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17. 

What are the implications that “all Scripture is inspired by God”? 

How have the Scriptures prepared you to serve Jesus, the One to whom all the 
Scriptures point? 

The books of the Bible were written over a two thousand year span of time. The books were inspired 
by God and written by religious leaders and everyday people. Some books were written by scholars, 
like the Apostle Paul, who had an extensive formal education. Others were written by shepherds like 
David and Amos. But no matter who wrote the books, they all speak with one unified voice to tell the 
story of Jesus. The Old Testament stories point forward to Jesus’ ministry, the Gospels in the New 
Testament record His earthly ministry, and the rest of the New Testament points back to His ministry 
and anticipate His return as the Bible closes with the Book of Revelation. The books of wisdom tell us 
how to live like Jesus wants us to live. The prophetic books help us stay focused on Jesus, who will 
one day return to the earth to gather His people. The books of law help us remember that we could 
not possibly keep every command given by God, and as lawbreakers we are in need of a Savior. 
 



APPLICATION 
What Old Testament story best helps you see Christ in the pages of Scripture? Why 
did you select that particular story? 

What is the danger in not seeing that all of Scripture is ultimately pointing to Jesus? 

How will you study the Bible in the future so that you don’t miss out on finding Christ 
in whatever passage you are reading? 

PRAYER 
Thank God for giving us the Bible. Praise Him for showing us Jesus throughout the whole Bible, and 
for pointing to Jesus’ atoning work on the cross. Thank God for inspiring every word in Scripture, and 
for using it to equip and prepare us for service. 

 

COMMENTARY 
JOHN 5:37-40 

5:37 The Father...has Himself testified may refer to the voice at Jesus’ baptism (Mt 3:17), a passage 
not explicitly mentioned in John, though the primary reference may be to God’s witness in Scripture 
(Jn 5:45-47; cp. Lk 24:27,44; Ac 13:27; 1Jn 5:9). Jesus’ affirmation that His hearers had not heard 
God’s voice or seen His form (cp. 1:18) seems to allude to wilderness Israel, which received the law 
at Mount Sinai without hearing God’s voice or seeing His form. 

5:38 Have His word living in you recalls the depiction of a God-fearing person who has the word of 
God living in his heart (Jos 1:8-9; Ps 119:11). 

5:39 Scripture itself does not impart life, but it witnesses to the One who does—Jesus (cp. vv. 46-47). 

LUKE 24:13-27 

24:13-14 Of the two disciples traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus that Sunday, one was named 
Cleopas (v. 18). He was possibly the husband of one of the women disciples who watched Jesus die 
on the cross (Jn 19:25). They had heard about the women’s report and Peter’s experience at the 
empty tomb (Lk 24:19-24) before leaving Jerusalem. 

24:15-16 That the two men were arguing (Gk suzeteo; “to argue, question”) about what had 
happened indicates that there was no agreement among Jesus’ disciples about what had occurred 
and why. Like Peter at the tomb, many were amazed and yet unconvinced. It is not known how God 
prevented the two disciples from recognizing Jesus at this point, but He eventually “opened their 
eyes” to recognize Him (v. 31). 

24:17-18 The men were discouraged (Gk skuthropos; “sad, sullen”) and shocked that the stranger 
(Jesus) seemed to know nothing about what had happened the past few days, though it was the talk 
of all Jerusalem. 

24:19-20 The description of Jesus by the two disciples is short on both insight and faith. Jesus is 
referred to in relation to His hometown (the Nazarene) and as a Prophet and miracle worker, but not 



as the Son of God. In addition, nothing is said about the unjust nature of Jesus’ betrayal, trials, and 
crucifixion—just that the chief priests and leaders got Him sentenced to death and crucified. These 
disciples had not fully grasped Jesus’ identity, nor had they understood the divine necessity of His 
death. 

24:21-24 Jesus’ death had dashed these men’s hopes that He was the Messiah (the One... to 
redeem Israel), but the reports from the tomb that morning astounded them and made them wonder 
what was going on. The reports said: (1) the women disciples didn’t find Jesus’ body at the tomb, (2) 
the women had seen a vision of angels proclaiming His resurrection, and (3) some male disciples had 
verified that the tomb was indeed empty. 

24:25-29 The stranger (Jesus) rebuked the two disciples for not believing the Old Testament 
prophecies about the Messiah, particularly about His suffering and following glory. Then, during the 
remainder of the walk to Emmaus, Jesus worked His way through all the major messianic prophecies 
in the Hebrew Bible (Moses and all the Prophets refers to the entire Old Testament), carefully 
interpreting their meaning to His hearers. When Jesus gave the impression that He was not going to 
stop in Emmaus, they invited Him to spend the night with them, probably to hear more. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 

3:16-17 “Inspired” means “breathed out by God.” Because Scripture comes from God Himself, it is 
profitable in many ways, ultimately leading us to righteousness, maturity, and service. All Scripture 
refers to the Old Testament, but by implication to the writings of the New Testament as well (1Tim 
5:18; 2Pe 3:15-16). 


