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Read 1 Peter 2:13-17 
 
How do we submit to and honor leaders we disagree with? 
 
What emotions do you experience at the thought of submitting to leaders you disagree with? 
 

Peter urged the first-century Christians facing the hardship of persecution and discrimination for 
their faith to concentrate on doing good and not evil. He pointed out that this required submitting to 
and honoring earthly authorities, even those who practiced cruelty toward them. Peter held up 
Jesus as their example, who Himself endured undeserved persecution by entrusting Himself to 
God, who judges justly. 
 

Read 1 Peter 2:18-20. 
 
How can we understand and apply God’s command to submit in these verses? How do these 
commands apply to your life, specifically? 
 
When have you endured persecution or hostility because of your faith? How have you changed 
as a result of experiencing persecution or hostility for your faith? 
 

There is a powerful principle behind this passage: Your circumstances do not define you. Your 
relationship with God through Christ is what defines you. No matter what your circumstances, you 
have the opportunity to proclaim the excellencies of Jesus. 
 

Read 1 Peter 2:21-23. 
 
How can we live by Jesus’ example when we’re persecuted? 
 
Why is it important to consider how we respond to personal suffering and injustice? 
 
How might we as a group help one another strengthen our faith and endurance? 
 
What in your life is requiring endurance right now? 

1 PETER 2:13-25 
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Read 1 Peter 3:1-6. 
 
Off the bat, men (if there are any in your group!), what can you take away from this passage?  
 
What implications do Peter’s instructions for women have for men?  
 

These instructions are given by Peter to believing women. In keeping with the theme he began in 
verse 13, Peter encourages wives to submit to their husbands, even if they “do not obey the word.” 
 

How does submission—whether to government, leaders, employers, spouses, etc.—serve as an 
evangelistic tool? (In other words, how is a wife’s submission able to “win” their husbands? 
And then expand that principle out: how does submission serve to communicate the Gospel?) 
 
What would a scenario opposite of the one Peter describes look like? How does an un-
submissive spirit and attitude work against the good that Peter mentions?  
 

God’s design is that men should be the primary leaders of the home (Ephesians 5, 1 Peter 3, 1 
Corinthians 11). Peter, writing to Christians who are now living amongst non-Christian people, is 
reminding the women how they are to conduct themselves among the unbelievers they are now 
surrounded by, even if those unbelievers are their own husbands. They are not to be influenced by 
the surrounding culture, but are to be faithful to God’s Word, even when others aren’t. 
 

In addition to how they act in their families, what other ways does Peter say that women should 
be distinct from the rest of the world?  
 
What is the difference between how the world defines beauty and how God defines beauty? 
How can women fight against the world’s pressures to conform to a certain kind of image and 
embrace the image that God wants them to be conformed to?  
 
Men, how can you help your sisters in Christ to grow in Christlike beauty? How can you help 
fight against worldly conceptions of beauty? 
 
Read verse 6. Why do you think Peter mentions the need for courage in these matters? 
 
What are the biggest obstacles our society faces that hinder us from living the way Peter 
describes here? How can we fight against those obstacles? How can we work together as a 
group to realize Peter’s vision for how women and men should interact based on these verses? 

1 PETER 3:1-6 
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Read 1 Peter 3:7. 
 
Alright, let’s get the most controversial thing here out of the way. What do you think Peter 
means when he says that the woman is “the weaker vessel?”  
 

There are many different ways that people have tried to interpret this throughout history, but the 
best way to interpret this verse that is most consistent with the teaching of the rest of Scripture is to 
say that the “weakness” referred to here is physical strength. With some exceptions, men are 
generally physically stronger than women. But this reality is not used by Peter as denigrating 
toward women, but rather as a challenge to men that they should honor their wives. 
 

What kind of honor is a man to show a woman based on their differences in strength? What 
kind of honor is a man to show a woman based on her being a fellow “heir of the grace of life?”  
 
What is the relationship between a husband’s understanding his wife well and honoring her? 
Why do you think Peter emphasized these aspects of the husband’s responsibility to his wife? 
 
How does the character of the husband impact the spiritual life of the wife? 
 
How does Peter define the connection between a man’s prayer life and his treatment of his 
wife? 
 
How are these different dynamics present in male-female relationships that aren’t marriage? 
 

The reasons that Peter gives for husbands to honor their wives are equally applicable to how all 
men should treat any woman. Women being physically weaker than men, and women being co-
heirs of the grace of life, are realities that exist outside of marriage, too. Therefore these 
instructions are pertinent to every male-female relationship, whether or not they are married. 
 

What implied responsibilities do women have in their relationships with men based on this 
verse? How can women help their husbands, brothers, fathers, and friends to obey this 
command from Peter? 
 
If you are married, what area of your marriage needs the most attention? What needs to 
change? 
 
What actions can you take to affirm biblical marriage in your community? 
 
What attitudes toward marriage do you need to adjust based on this passage? 

1 PETER 3:7 
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Read 1 Peter 3:8-9. 
 
What five characteristics did Peter identify in verse 8 that should characterize Christians’ 
relationships with one another? What is the significance of each one? How do these qualities 
contribute to hope in believers? 
 
What word or short phrase would you use to describe the image Peter painted in verse 9 of 
Christians’ relationships with those outside the church? Explain your choice. How would 
relating to non-Christians in this manner contribute to hope within believers? 
 
In verse 9, Peter tells us to “bless…that you may obtain a blessing.” What biblical principle do 
we see at work here? 
 
Read 1 Peter 3:10-12. 
 
What do these verses tell you about the lifestyle Peter envisioned for his audience? 
 
How would such a lifestyle be important for people facing persecution? 
 
How can such a lifestyle contribute to a sense of hope for obedient followers of the Lord? 
 
Peter addressed these verses to “all of you.” What is the value in committing to live in 
community with other believers? How does community help us bear the cost of following 
Jesus? 
 
How can we develop unity with one another? What attitudes and activities make a church 
unified? 
 
How do you most often respond when someone wrongs you? Why do you tend to respond this 
way? Is there anyone in your life who you need to make amends with? Is there anyone that the 
Lord is laying on your heart that you need to be more patient with or loving toward?  

1 PETER 3:8-12 
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Read 1 Peter 3:13-17. 
 
What is the difference between sharing the gospel and sharing your personal testimony? 
 
Have you ever heard someone share their personal testimony without mentioning Jesus, sin, 
the cross, or forgiveness? What might be problematic about such a testimony? 
 

Christians might share many wonderful stories of the good things God has done in their lives but if 
there is no mention of Jesus, sin, or the cross, the gospel simply has not been shared. 
 

What does it mean to “honor Christ the Lord as holy” in your heart? Why is that an important 
prerequisite to being prepared to share Christ with others? 
 

To “regard Christ” as holy in your heart simply means to prioritize your relationship with Jesus 
above anything else. The best way we can prepare to share Christ with others is by growing to 
treasure Christ more. 

 
How would you describe the hope that is in you? 
 
If someone asked, are you prepared to explain what you believe and why? According to verse 
16, how are we to make our defense? 
 
What are some ways you could bring up your hope in Christ in the flow of natural conversation 
with your nonbelieving friends? 
 
How might preaching the gospel to yourself help you preach the gospel to others in a loving 
manner? 
 
What is one step you could take to prioritize your relationship with Christ over all else? How 
might doing so help you be more prepared to share the hope you have in Christ with others? 
 
What do you need to do to make yourself more available for God to use in sharing Christ with 
those in your circle of influence? 

1 PETER 3:13-17 
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Read 1 Peter 3:18-22. 
 
What comes to mind when you hear the word “victory”? 
 
What helps you persevere when you want to quit? 
 
Among your family and friends, who demonstrates deep faith and perseverance? 
 
Verse 18 declares that Christ suffered for our sins. When did this truth begin to have personal 
meaning to you? 
 
How has Christ’s death and resurrection changed your life? 
 
According to verse 21, what happens when someone comes to faith in Christ? How does that 
equip an individual for the Christian life? 
 
Read verse 22. Why is it important for believers to know that Jesus has authority over all 
things? Why is this truth important for unbelievers to know? 
 
How do these verses equip you to face your suffering and difficult situations? 
 

If Christ has “also suffered once for sins”, then that means that Christ understands what we are 
going through, He knows what we need to endure, and His victory over our sin ensures that we 
will one day enjoy that victory as well. 
 

What truth from 1 Peter 3:18-22 resonated with you today? 
 
We each know someone struggling with a difficult situation. Who do you know that needs to 
hear that Jesus claimed eternal victory over sin? 
 
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can know salvation. We can face our temporary 
sufferings knowing that any pain we’re facing will eventually end and we’ll spend eternity with 
Jesus. This week, how can you praise God for what He’s done for you? 
 
See the back of this page for some helpful commentary regarding the difficult sections of this 
passage. 
 
 
 
 
Who are the “spirits in prison?” How and when did Christ speak to them? 

1 PETER 3:18-22 



 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW LEBANON 
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This passage is one of the most unclear passages in the New Testament. Even Martin Luther, one 
of the most brilliant minds Christianity has known, admitted that he does not know with certainty 
what the apostle Peter intended to communicate here. There are some good possible 
interpretations, though. The most probable of them is that Peter is referring to the “spirit of Christ” 
being present with Noah when he was building the ark and urging everyone around him to repent 
and trust in God. This lines up with what Peter says in verse in 1:11 when he says that it was the 
“spirit of Christ” that was in the prophets of old when they were prophesying about future events. 
The ”spirits in prison” is most likely a reference to the unsaved humans in Noah’s day that refused 
to listen to his warnings and have since died, their spirits now being in “prison”. Again, this 
passage is very complicated, and because of that, it should not become a point of too much 
debate or division. Despite the ambiguity of this passage, there are certain truths that we can take 
away and which we should focus on. 
 

“Baptism now saves you?” 
 

Peter clarifies for us that the baptism he is referring to is not “the removal of dirt from the flesh”, 
meaning it’s not the physical water baptism that we undergo that saves us, but “the appeal to God 
for a good conscience.” The act of baptism signifies that not only have we been washed clean of 
our sin, but also our minds and hearts have been purified in order to love and pursue God in an 
acceptable way. We no longer have the shame and guilt of sin hanging over us, we can worship 
God with a good conscience. It’s this washing, the washing of the blood of Jesus that occurred at 
the cross and is applied to us at the moment we repent and believe, that saves us. This is the 
reality that is symbolized in water baptism.  
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Read 1 Peter 4:1-2. 
 
What’s your initial response to a time of hardship or suffering? Where or to whom do you turn? 
 
When have you experienced hardship or suffering for doing the right thing? 

 
Peter tells us to “arm ourselves with the same way of thinking.” What kind of thinking is he 
referring to? How does this kind of thinking help us to fight against sin? 
 

When we resist sin, it may hurt or cause us pain. Christ resisted sin to the point of shedding his 
blood, but he also faced emotional, mental, and relational pain as well. He knew, though, that the 
pain he felt was indicative of his fight against sin, it wasn’t the pain that engaging in sin brings. We 
also need to reframe the pain we feel when we resist sin as a good thing, not a bad thing. 
 

Read 1 Peter 4:3-4. 
 
What about your lifestyle do non-Christians find strange? What do they find surprising? 
 
In what day-to-day scenarios should Christians be prepared to experience slander or verbal 
persecution for doing what is right? 
 
What encouragement would you offer a new Christ-follower who may be struggling with letting 
go of habitual sin? 
 
Read 1 Peter 4:5-6. 
 
What encouragement did Peter give for those who face suffering at the hands of others due to 
their faith? How is this a warning for non-Christians? 
 
What do these verses reveal about the outcome of living for yourself versus following God? 
 
How often do you think about the kind of witness your life gives for Christ? What would you like 
others to see when they look at your life? 
 
How can we stand against ungodly living while still being open to people who are lost in sin? 
 
How would you describe the future hope of Christians to someone who isn’t a Christian? 
 
(Announcement on back) 
 
 

1 PETER 4:1-6 
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This summer, our children’s and student ministries will be attending a new summer camp called 
Crossings. Both camps will be weeklong camps in Kentucky. The cost to attend for each child or 
student is $300. If you feel led to help provide either a full or partial scholarship to help fund a child or 
students trip to camp this summer, please contact Aaron Buchanan. Camp week can be a life-changing 
time for both our children and our students. Please pray about whether the Lord would have you give to 
this! 
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What is the best gift you have ever received? What made it so special? 
 
Did that gift change your life in any way? Have you been able to use that gift to change the lives of 
others? How so? 
 
Read 1 Peter 4:7-9. 
 

Some of the key phrases in these verses include: “the end is near, love one another earnestly, 
love covers a multitude of sins, and be hospitable.” Believers in Peter’s day lived in anticipation of 
Jesus’ return. In fact, some of them believed He would come back during their lifetimes. Peter 
encouraged them to let their anticipation guide them to love one another intensely. 
 

Why are these things necessary for the church if “the end of all things is near?” How have you seen 
this kind of earnest love, love that covers a multitude of sins, played out in your life in the church? 
 

This kind of love does not look for others’ flaws and sins but seeks to help those who sin. Genuine 
love does not publicize others’ sins but forgives repeatedly, shielding the offenders from 
condemnation. Love forgives others readily and repeatedly (see Matt. 18:21-22). Love is not blind 
to others’ sins, but it covers them in the sense of letting the offences go rather than hanging on 
to them. There can be no unity in the church without this kind of love.  
 

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11. All believers are given gifts to serve God, and Peter challenged his readers to 
use their gifts wisely—to be good stewards. What two gifts did Peter mention specifically in verse 
11? 
 
In what ways have you personally benefitted from the “speaking” and “serving” gifts that God has 
given to people in the church? In what ways are you able to serve others in the church through 
“speaking” or “serving?”  
 
 
 
(Announcement on back) 
 
 
 
 

1 PETER 4:7-11 



 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW LEBANON 
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Speaking of serving, FirstKids is in need of 4-6 people to serve once a month in the Babies & Toddlers 
class during the Group hour from 9:20 - 10:25. Rotation would be once every 4-6 weeks based on how 
many people are able to serve. Please pray about helping to serve our children, our parents, and our 
church in this way! If you are interested, you can reach out to Aaron Buchanan or Charity Betts. 
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What turns your good day into a bad day? 
 
What ideas or images come to mind when you hear the word joy? 
 
When have you recently felt joyful? 
 

Difficulties, suffering, and persecution may seem like big obstacles to joy, but that doesn’t have to 
be the case. Suffering and difficulties are going to happen. Though we can never fully prepare for 
the impact that pain and suffering will have on us when they come, we can be sure that they are 
coming and that God can impart joy to us in the midst of those tough times. 
 

First Peter 4:12 says, “Don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to test you as 
if something unusual were happening to you.” What false assumption does this verse set 
straight? 
 
Read verse 13. Does God expect us to be glad we suffer? What do you think He means by 
“rejoice”? 
 
What does it look like to be joyful even when you don’t feel like it? 
 
Read verses 15-19. Do you struggle with meddlers and murderers being on the same list? 
Explain. 
 
In light of these verses, how do we choose joy? 
 
How would you explain the difference between joy and happiness? 
 
How has God used suffering and trials to deepen your joy? 
 
What steps can you take now that will empower you to choose joy in future difficulties? 
 
How might we as a group help each other find joy in Christ in the midst of trials? 

1 PETER 4:12-19 
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Read 1 Peter 5:1-4. 
 
How did Peter refer to himself in verse 1? Why is this a bit odd and surprising? What does it tell 
us about Peter? 
 

The opening of this chapter is addressed specifically to the elders of the church. Although Peter 
was an apostle and above the position of an elder, he took this title upon himself and humbly 
identified with the leaders he was called to serve. Such humility and service runs contrary to a 
society that tells us to exalt ourselves. 
 

How is Peter’s leadership and the leadership he encourages from the elders in the church 
different from the world? 
 
Read verses 2-3. Elders are to serve the church in all of these ways. In what ways can church 
members support their elders to help them serve this way? 
 
If the elders of the church are to set this kind of example, then it also goes to show that non-
elders should act this way too. What does it look like for church members to serve willingly 
rather than under compulsion? To serve eagerly and not for shameful gain? To be an example 
to others rather than domineering over them? 
 
Verse 5a tells “those who are younger, to be subject to the elders.” Is there any hesitation on 
your part to embrace this teaching? Why? 
 

There are many reasons why the teachings of the Bible regarding submission are difficult to be 
enthusiastic about. We see abuses of leadership all the time. And the predominant American spirit 
of independence and individualism doesn’t create in us a very strong desire to follow others. Peter 
does address this command to those who are younger, as most younger people are more likely to 
be headstrong and resistant to authority. But if we’re honest, we probably all feel that way to some 
degree.  
 

What kind of leadership do you already submit to in your life? What is the kind of leadership 
that is easy for you to follow? What kind of leadership is difficult for you to follow? Why is it 
good for the church to submit to their elders? What are instances where submission ISN’T a 
good thing? 
 
We are all called to submit and follow others in some way. How can we help each other to do 
this well?  

1 PETER 5:1-5a 


