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The Transfiguration  

(Mark 9:2-10) 
 
Bottom Line: The transfiguration shows us that our perception of Jesus must be conformed to 

how He has revealed Himself to us, not how we want Him to be. 
 

When have you gotten the wrong impression about someone? What was it that made you 
change your mind about them? 
 
Read Mark 9:2-4. When transfigured, Mark describes Jesus’ clothes as “dazzling—
extremely white as no launderer on earth could whiten them.” What does this teach us 
about who Jesus is? What does it tell us about His nature? 
 
Jesus’ transfiguration was a physical manifestation of His divine glory. He is God. As the author 
of Hebrews states, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of His 
nature, sustaining all things by His powerful word” (Hebrews 1:3). 
 
Both Moses and Elijah were present with Jesus during this moment. When you think of 
Moses, what major life events of his come to your mind? What about Elijah? 
 
What might those major life experiences teach us about why Moses and Elijah appeared 
with Jesus? What do you think Peter, James and John were learning at this time? 
 
Since the law was given to Moses, Moses represents the Law of God in this moment. In fact, 
the first five books of the Bible, which Moses wrote, are referred to as “the Law” and “Moses” 
interchangeably throughout Scripture. Elijah, however, represents all of God’s prophets. He is 
the quintessential prophet of God. According to their own unique callings, each of these men 
reflected the glory of God, but neither embodied the glory of God. What we—along with Peter, 
James, and John—learn is that Jesus is not just another lawgiver or prophet. Rather, He is the 
fulfillment of both. When God spoke in this moment, He did not say to listen to Moses or Elijah, 
but to Jesus, signifying that Jesus’ ministry and teaching was the fulfillment of what Moses and 
Elijah were working toward. 
 
Read Mark 9:5-8. How did the three men respond to Jesus’ transfiguration and the 
presence of Moses and Elijah? 
 
Verse 6 states that all three of the men were terrified. In the presence of perfect holiness, fear 
and terror is a proper response that we see over and over in Scripture (Isaiah 6; Ezekiel 1). 
These men had been walking with Jesus for almost three years now, but did not see Him as the 
Holy, righteous King that He was. 
 
What did these three men learn about Jesus, according to verse 7? Did they have a 
proper context for understanding this? Why or why not? 
 
In this moment, God the Father effectively endorsed Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah. In 
Mark 8:27-30, Peter confessed this belief to Jesus, and Jesus confirmed it. Immediately, Jesus 
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spoke to all the disciples about His imminent death and resurrection, which Peter (and 
presumably the others) refused to believe. Thus, the Father’s endorsement of Jesus’ identity 
and mission serves as a sort of final seal of approval, and sought to drive home for Peter, 
James, and John that Jesus’ words about His death and resurrection were true and right. 
 
What scriptural truths have you found to be difficult to understand or apply? How has 
your struggle with those things deepened your relationship with Jesus? 
 

APPLICATION 
 

What are some key life-changing things you’ve learned about Jesus as you’ve walked 
with Him? What life experiences were associated with that learning? 
 
Though Jesus perfectly fulfilled the prophecies about Him, He simultaneously 
contradicted popular expectations about Him. What have you learned about Jesus or the 
gospel that is contrary to popular opinion about either? How can you speak into that in 
your sphere of influence? 
 
What is one thing you wish you understood better about Jesus or the Bible? What steps 
can you take to grow in that area? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 
and which questions should be discussed. 
 
If we misunderstand who Jesus is it can have drastic consequences. There’s a lot about 
Jesus that we have to get right: that He was sinless, that He was fully God and fully man, 
that He was crucified as our substitute on the cross for our sins, the He was resurrected 
from death by the power of God, that He is King and Lord over all creation, and that He is 
the only way for mankind to be reconciled to God. There’s much more about Him, but if 
we do not believe these things to be true, then we are in danger of seriously 
misunderstanding Jesus in a way that may have Gospel implications. That being said, 
it’s one thing to sincerely misunderstand something about Jesus, but it’s another to 
outright deny the clear teaching of Scripture regarding these things. Are there any of 
these truths that you don’t quite understand? Who can you reach out to for help in trying 
to understand them? Do you even have a desire to try to understand them? Or do you 
outright deny any of these truths about Jesus? Why? If so, you are treading on 
dangerous ground and need to seek counsel immediately.  
 
But the most important thing to know about Jesus is that He is your only hope for 
redemption and freedom from your sin and reconciliation with God. He is the only way 
for you to be saved. Have you trusted in Him for your salvation? If not, you can. He will 
receive all who call on Him. Will you entrust yourself to Jesus today?  


