
 

        
    

The Parables of the Seeds 
(Mark 4:26-34) 

 
Bottom Line: Whether we see it or not, God is at work growing and expanding His kingdom in 

the world today. 
 

Have you ever bought something, such as a tool or a piece of technology, only to find it 
too complicated to use? 
 
Did you return the item, or did you persevere and learn how to use it properly? 

 
Though most items we purchase are designed to make life easier, that doesn’t always turn out 
to be the case. Some things are just hard to figure out how they work. Likewise, when we look 
around at all that is taking place in the world and in the church today, it’s sometimes hard to 
understand how our sovereign, loving God is at work. Nevertheless, He is, and He has given 
His followers the special privilege of joining Him in it. And if we take the time to learn how God 
operates, we can be encouraged that God is moving and acting in the world in wonderful ways. 
 
Read Mark 4:26-27. 
 
What do you notice about the farmer in verse 26? Does he seem to be a good farmer? 
Since this is a parable, who is the farmer intended to represent? 
 
Do you ever feel unfit to serve God? Despite any “inexperience” in ministry, in what ways 
has God encouraged you to serve? 
 
The beauty of God’s kingdom is that we don’t have to be great farmers, we just have to be 
willing to scatter seeds. After sowing the seed, the farmer sleeps and rises day after day. He 
goes about the normal rhythm of life and leaves the field alone. But much to the farmer’s 
surprise, he wakes up one day and sees that the seeds he has sown are starting to grow. This 
process remains outside the farmer’s control. In fact, the farmer doesn’t even know how the 
process really works—something was going on “behind the scenes” that the farmer didn’t 
understand. In the same way, all human effort in God’s kingdom is completely futile without 
God’s involvement, but if we trust Him, are obedient to do what we are commanded, and leave 
the results up to Him, we will find that God is faithful to do far more than we imagined.  
 
What role does trust play in our willingness to be involved in kingdom work? How do you 
know if you trust the seed of the gospel? What ways can we help one another to grow in 
our trust in God and His ability to save?  
 
Do you ever get discouraged when you see little or no evidence of God at work? What 
are some ways we can encourage one another? What specific Scripture encourages 
you? (Example: John 5:17). 
 
Read Mark 4:28-29. 
 
What truth do you think Jesus intended to emphasize when He said the soil produced a 
crop “by itself” (v. 28)? 

First Baptist Church of New Lebanon, Group Curriculum 
Sunday, June 2, 2019



 

        
    

 
The harvest seems to be Jesus’ major emphasis in this parable. Although the farmer didn’t 
make the harvest, God allowed his participation in it. Paul talks about this in his letter to the 
Corinthians when he says, “I planted, Apollos watered, but it was God who gave the growth” (1 
Corinthians 3:6). We work hard, like the farmer, in sowing the seeds of the gospel, not knowing 
what’s going on in the hearts of those who hear it, but trusting and believing that God is doing a 
work in them.  
 
Read Mark 4:30-32. 
 
What other teaching did Jesus give about a mustard seed? (See Matthew 17:20.) 
Comparing that teaching to this, what does Jesus’ parable here tell us about the nature 
of God’s kingdom?  
 
What are some ways you have seen God’s kingdom grow from small beginnings, such as 
a relationship with someone or a seemingly insignificant event? How have you seen the 
Kingdom grow in this group?  
 

Application 
 

In what ways are you involved in scattering the seed of the gospel? In what ways are you 
demonstrating trust in God for the harvest? How can our group encourage one another? 
How can our group join together to fulfill this mission?  
 
Is there an area in your life where you struggle to believe God really is in charge?  
Where might you need to demonstrate an attitude of patience toward God’s kingdom? 
What about an attitude of confidence? Comfort? How would our group be different if we 
all developed this kind of perspective? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 
If God is ultimately the one who gives the growth in those whom we share the gospel 
with, then God is ultimately the one who produces that same kind of growth in you. But 
nevertheless, the Scriptures are clear that the means by which God produces this 
change in us is through our repentance from sin and us placing our faith in Christ to 
reconcile us to God. Have you done this? Has there been born in you a desire for God 
and His Word? A desire for Jesus? Are there new affections and loves and longings that 
you have because of your faith in Jesus? Or are you still the same person inwardly that 
you were before? If so, could it be that genuine love and desire for the things of the Lord 
aren’t there because you haven’t been born again? Again, the way to receive this is 
through repentance and faith. Will you repent and believe in Christ?  
 
Are you discouraged about your growth in the Lord? If so, are you doing anything to try 
and remedy that? Remember Paul’s words we discussed earlier and know this: if you 
don’t sow, and you don’t water, God won’t give the growth. What can you do to make 
your growth a more central part of your life? Make the commitment today that you’ll 
pursue Christ with intentionality and persistence. God will reward this in due time.  
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