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Parable of the Net 
 

Bottom Line: The mark of a true believer is that they are growing in their faith as they grow in 
their love for Christ.  

 
Can you describe a time when something wasn’t quite what you thought it was? How did 
it effect you?  
 
Read Matthew 13:47-50. 
 
The point of this parable is similar to the point made in the parable of the wheat and the weeds. 
(If you need to, go read the parable of the wheat and the weeds in Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43). 
Jesus is describing the Kingdom of Heaven like a net that is dragged through the sea collecting 
any and all fish that are in its path. When it is full and hauled back to shore, the fish that are 
good are kept, but the bad fish are thrown away. In the same way, at the end of the age, the 
angels will identify who the evil are from among the righteous and will cast them into hell. Right 
off the top, we know the main point of this parable is that the Kingdom of Heaven and its citizens 
will not have to endure evil and evildoers forever. God will purge His Kingdom of all sin and 
wickedness, removing those who reject and defy Him from His presence and casting them into 
the lake of fire.  
 
Something interesting to note is that some bad fish ended up getting swept up in the net, just 
like the weeds growing alongside the wheat, or the wolves hiding amongst the sheep (Matthew 
7:15). So the question is… 
 
How do you know that you’re not a bad fish that has just been “swept up” in the net of 
the Kingdom? In other words, how do you know that you haven’t fooled yourself? How 
do you know that you truly belong? 
 
Luckily for us, we just have to look back at the previous parables that Jesus taught to 
understand what the character of a true Kingdom citizen looks like.  
 
Read Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23. According to verse 23, what is the main difference between 
the good soil and the bad soils?  
 
Jesus says that the true Kingdom citizen is someone who not only receives the word of God, but 
also understands it, and because he understands the word of God, he will bear fruit. The way 
James put it was that we wouldn’t only be hearers of the word, but doers of the word as well 
(James 1:22). “Bearing fruit” is the most commonly used term in the New Testament to describe 
what a true believer does (John 15:16; John 15:8; Colossians 1:10; Matthew 3:8; Matthew 7:17-
20; Ephesians 5:9; Philippians 1:11; Galatians 5:22-23; etc.). It is important to understand that if 
we are bearing fruit, then we are producing something. It is easy to convince ourselves that 
simply refraining from participating in immoral activities is equal to bearing fruit, but that’s not 
the case, all you’ve done is not produce bad fruit.  
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How would you describe someone who is a hearer of the word only and not a doer? How 
is it possible that someone could be convinced they are a Christian even though they do 
not bear any fruit? What role does motivation play in determining whether the fruit we 
bear is good or bad? (Think about how believers and unbelievers alike can produce the 
same kind of “good” fruit). 
 
Read 2 Peter 1:5-8. What is the key point in verse 8 that is pertinent to this discussion? 
What does it mean if someone is not increasing in the virtues that Peter lists?  
 
From the overwhelming evidence provided in the New Testament, it is clear that the trajectory of 
a believers life is one of growth and progress. If you are bearing fruit and are growing in 
righteousness, no matter how small the growth or how seemingly insignificant the fruit may be, 
this is evidence that you belong in the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 
Read Matthew 13:44-46. What characteristic of a Kingdom citizen is shared by both 
characters in these parables?  
 
Here, Jesus makes clear through two parables that the Kingdom of Heaven is worth giving up 
everything for. In neither parable does the character give up their possessions reluctantly or 
under compulsion. They both enthusiastically and joyfully trade their worldly possessions in 
order to gain the Kingdom. Although Jesus does call some people to literally sell all they have to 
follow him (Matthew 19:21), the main thrust of these parables is that the Kingdom is the 
believer’s first and utmost priority in life (Matthew 6:33). The mark of a true believer is that they 
treasure and esteem Christ supremely, far above any other, and are willing to count all things as 
loss compared to knowing Him (Philippians 3:8). 
 
If treasuring Christ is a distinctive mark of a Christian, how should that inform the 
activities we engage in as believers? How does loving Christ affect the fruit we bear and 
the growth we experience?  
 
Think through and discuss your thoughts on the following: “The more you know Him, the 
more you love Him. The more you love Him, the more you obey Him. The more you obey 
Him, the more you know Him.” 
 
So, according to Jesus, the marks of a true believer are that they love Christ supremely and are 
on a positive trajectory of growth throughout their lives. There will be times when a believer 
stumbles and falls into sin, but the overall trend should not be a negative one, it should be 
positive. If we set our hearts upon Christ and pursue Him above everything else, He will lead us 
into righteousness and we will be assured of our place in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Reflection: 
 

Think back on your time as a Christian. From the beginning until now, is your Christian 
life marked by growth, stagnation, or even decline? Have you grown in your love for 
Christ? Do you have an increased desire to learn more about him? Do you want more 



 

First Baptist Church of New Lebanon, Group Curriculum 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 

and more to be obedient to Him? Are you growing in the fruit of the spirit? If these things 
are evidence of salvation, how assured are you that you are truly saved? 
 
What in your life is competing for your affections? What is robbing you of joy in Christ? 
What is keeping you from growing in obedience? What is preventing you from bearing 
fruit? What steps can you take to remove these distractions from your life?  
 
Read 2 Peter 1:5-8 again. Which of these qualities do you need to grow most in? How will 
you go about doing this?  
 
 
 

Announcements: 
 

Service Opportunity: The deacons of FBCnl are tasked with serving and facilitating the needs 
of the body, the church. To help with this, they are asking that if anybody has any specific skills 
that they would like to volunteer (plumbing, painting, etc.) to please sign up at Connections and 
let them know how you would possibly be able to help if any needs arose. For more information, 
visit Connections or talk to Dean Wright.  
 
Prayer Gathering and Business Meeting: Next Sunday, March 4, we will have our Sunday 
night Prayer Gathering starting at 5:30. Immediatley following the Prayer Gathering will be a 
business meeting where we will vote on the revised Constitution and Bylaws. There will be a 
carry-in meal in the gym immediately following the service.  


