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Who is Jesus?  

(Mark 8:27-30) 
 
Bottom Line: Our answer to the question “Who is Jesus” is the most important thing about us.  

 
What are some of the most important questions you’ve ever been asked or asked of 
someone else? 
 
What was the outcome of those questions? 
 
We ask and answer hundreds of questions in a given week, but none is more important than the 
question all of us must answer about the person of Jesus Christ. A.W. Tozer said, “The most 
important thing about you is what comes to mind when you think about God.” The same thing is 
true of Jesus. Who we understand Jesus to be is the most crucial thing about us. Jesus once 
asked His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” This question was, and is, the turning point of 
life. 
 
Read Mark 8:27-28. 
 
As they journeyed, Jesus questioned the disciples. He used this occasion to instruct them more 
specifically about His future and how it affected them. First Jesus asked, “Who do people say 
that I am?” Most people who encountered Jesus had an opinion about Him. 
 
What are some popular views of Jesus in our culture today? 
 
What is a misrepresentation you’ve had about Jesus in the past? How was it corrected? 
How did that correction strengthen your walk? 
 
How would you describe who Jesus is to someone who isn’t a believer? 
 
The disciples answered Jesus’ question with four popular views about Him. None of these 
identifications of Christ was accurate or adequate. He was the one of whom the prophets spoke, 
not the prophets themselves. So, Jesus asked His disciples a second, more personal question. 
 
Read Mark 8:29-30. 
 
Jesus wanted the disciples to move beyond word on the street. He wanted to know what they 
personally believed about Him. Peter, always quick to speak, affirmed his faith in Jesus by 
referring to Him as the Messiah (“anointed one”). He recognized that Jesus was unique. Many 
Jews expected the Messiah to be a military or political deliverer. They did not expect their 
deliverer to be a suffering Messiah. 
 
If you are a Christian, what was the most significant factor that led you to confess Jesus 
as the Christ? 
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Some days we don’t live as though Jesus is the Christ, Son of the living God. What do 
those days look like? Why? 
 
How can Jesus’ identity help you focus your life on Him? 
 
Peter was willing to fly in the face of popular opinion about Jesus and confess openly his 
conviction that was (and is today) contrary to that of the masses. He stepped forward and boldly 
spoke the truth. Who can walk away from saying that Jesus is the Messiah? Such a statement 
invites a commitment: a confession of faith. Peter’s statement became his life commitment to 
Jesus the Messiah. Likewise today, Jesus’ followers must express their commitments to Christ 
in confessions of faith supported by lifestyles befitting such commitments. 
 

APPLICATION 
 

How can we keep the true identity of Jesus central in our thoughts and lives? How can 
our group help one another in this? 
 
What are some specific ways you can engage those around you with the truth of the 
gospel? 
 
What is one situation you anticipate this week when you will have the opportunity to 
confess that Jesus is the Christ of God? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 
and which questions should be discussed. 
 
It took Peter three years of following Jesus before he made the profession that Jesus 
was the Christ. Leading up to this, the gospels record for us how Peter, along with the 
other disciples, doubted Christ in many ways. This shows us that it is possible to be a 
disciple of Jesus without fully trusting in Him. This can be a good thing or a bad thing. It 
can be a bad thing if you are convinced that you are a disciple of Jesus, but your heart is 
not convinced that He is the Messiah—you’ve not truly repented and placed your trust in 
Jesus. But it can be a good thing if you are aware of your doubts about who Jesus is 
because Peter’s example here shows us that those are not an excuse to not follow 
Christ. So which camp are you in? Could you possibly be deceived into thinking that you 
are a disciple of Jesus, but you’ve not surrendered to Him as Messiah, as Lord? An 
example of this would be outward conformity to the teachings of Jesus without inward 
heart change. If so, you have the opportunity to repent and place your faith in Christ as 
your Messiah, your Savior. Or are you on the fence about Jesus? If so, that does not 
prevent you from following Him. Bring your doubts, your concerns, your hesitations and 
reservations. Put the way of Jesus to the test. And who knows, perhaps after some time, 
like Peter, you may eventually come to the realization that Jesus truly does have the 
words of life, that He really is the Messiah.  
 


