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 Saved to be Sent 
(Mark 6:7-13) 

 
Bottom Line: We are not saved just to be saved, we are saved to be sent. 

 
Read the bottom line out loud. What do you think of this statement? Do you think it’s true 
of every believer? Why or why not? If yes, then how has God lead you to be on mission? 
 
When we are saved, meaning when we repent of our sin and place our faith in Christ, at that 
point we are invited by God not only to just receive salvation, but to take part in the mission that 
He started long ago. Ephesians 2:8-9 is a familiar passage to a lot of us: “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” But we often leave out verse 10, which is incredibly 
important: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” If you were to summarize Ephesians 2:8-
10, you could say that this passage teaches that we are not saved by good works, but we are 
saved for good works. And the work that God has given us to do is recorded for us in Matthew 
28:18-20. 
 
Can anyone recite the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20? (If not, then read it.) 
 
Why is the Great Commission a personal responsibility for each one of us and not just 
reserved for pastors and missionaries?  
 
Read Mark 6:7-13. What stands out to you about this passage? How do you see the idea 
of being saved to be sent in this passage?  
 
Reread verses 8 and 9. Why would Jesus send out the disciples with nothing?  
 
Although the disciples had been given authority over unclean spirits, that’s all they were given. 
Jesus tells them to leave behind everything else—only a staff they could take with them. Jesus 
was probably trying to ensure that they would be dependent upon God during their serving. 
Jesus intentionally put them into a position where they HAD to trust God if they were going to be 
successful. This was a way that Jesus could help grow their faith, and it worked! Elsewhere, in 
Matthew’s Gospel, it says that the disciples came back amazed that even the demons had 
submitted to them in Jesus’ name. So even though they were sent out with nothing, they had 
faith in Jesus, which afforded them everything they needed.  
 
How “safe” is your life? Why do you think the disciples in this story were able to 
confidently go out on their own without anything? Do we share the same hope as them? 
What do you feel you lack that keeps you from being engaged in the mission? 
Knowledge? Courage? Ambition? Security? According to this story and what else we 
know from Scripture, why are these bad excuses?  
 
Read Mark 6:10. How long were the disciples supposed to stay in a town?  
 
Jesus simply tells the disciples to stay in the town “until you depart from there.” So, in other 
words: stay as long as it takes. We should have the same mindset when it comes to being on 
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mission. We should be committed to the mission of God for as long as it takes, which will either 
be for our entire lives or until Christ comes back. Jesus doesn’t call us to only give a small 
portion of our lives to this, He calls us to give all of ourselves to this. We must stay and invest 
ourselves into the mission of God wherever we find ourselves, we don’t bail out once things get 
hard.  
 
Does your schedule allow for you to slow down and invest in people and places that God 
is moving in? Are you even on the lookout for these people and places? How can you 
reschedule your priorities to free up time to be on mission? How can you incorporate a 
missional mindset into the things you are already doing? 
 
Read the first sentence of Mark 6:14. What was the result of the disciples’ engagement in 
the mission? 
 
The disciples went out in six pairs of two—there were only twelve of them (which may be less 
than your own small group). Yet, they were able to cause such an impact that King Herod had 
heard the name of Jesus. This is the goal of all of our working and striving, that Christ may be 
known among all people.  

 
APPLICATION 

 
If these twelve men could create such an impact, what is possible for our group to 
accomplish? What is something specific that we can do together for the sake of Christ 
and the mission of the Kingdom? How can we go about doing this? How can we 
encourage one another to stay faithful to what we’ve been called to?  
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 
The message that Jesus came preaching was “the time is fulfilled, the Kingdom is at 
hand; repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). The only other time that the word 
“repent” is used in Mark’s gospel is here, where it says that the disciples “went out and 
proclaimed that people should repent” (Mark 6:12). Jesus had passed on His message to 
the disciples, and that message has been passed on to us. Both to share and to accept 
for ourselves. So have you accepted this message for yourself? Have you repented of 
your sin and believed the good news that the Kingdom of God has come in Jesus Christ 
and His life, death, burial, and resurrection has secured your place in it? If so, then now 
your responsibility is to share this message. If not, then your responsibility is to repent 
and trust in Jesus. Only then will you be able to enter into the mission that God has 
called us to. 
 
Are you on mission? Are you engaged in the work God has called us to? Does the Great 
Commission play any kind of role in the decisions that you make for your life? If this is 
what God has called us to (remember Ephesians 2:10), then do you believe that you’ll 
find fulfillment and joy in giving yourself to this? If not, then will you pray for God to give 
you new desires? Will you pray for God to give you a heart that desires to be obedient to 
what He has called you to? Will you take a step of faith this week and step into the 
mission that God has given to us? 


