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A Lamp Under a Basket 
(Mark 4:21-25) 

 
Bottom Line: God’s people are responsible to share the truth they receive.  

 
When you were in school and struggling to understand a concept, how did you typically 
respond? 
 
In Mark 4:21-25, Jesus followed up the parable of the four soils with a parable about a lamp on 
a stand. The parable of the soils teaches us that the condition of a person’s heart determines 
how they respond to the gospel message. The lamp on a stand takes this idea even further to 
teach us that a person is responsible for the truth that person has received. Those whose hearts 
receive Jesus’ message of salvation are not to keep it to themselves but must share it with 
others. 
 
Read Mark 4:21-25. 
 
What might “lighting a lamp” refer to in the Christian life? It could refer to the initial 
saving knowledge of Jesus. When did you first come to saving faith in Jesus? It could 
also apply to anything “new” that we learn along our walk with Jesus. Name one thing 
Jesus has been teaching you lately. 
 
What’s wrong with acting as though our faith in Christ is a private matter? How does 
Mark 4:22 reveal the futility of hiding or concealing truth? Does this verse encourage you 
or make you fearful? Explain. 
 
A lamp has one purpose—to light a room. God’s Word, which is Truth, has one purpose—to 
light our lives so that we can see and experience His glory (Ephesians 1:18). Jesus used an 
obvious object lesson here to teach us the inherent responsibility we have when we, like the 
good soil in the previous parable, hear God’s truth and receive it. No one would go to the trouble 
of lighting a candle only to cover it up. The candle is lit for the purpose of giving light to the 
darkness. In the same way, the gospel message is given to us with the obvious intended effect 
of lighting the darkness in our lives and in the world around us. 
 
What did Jesus mean when He said, “By the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you”? Put verse 18 in your own words. How have you experienced this in your own life? 
 
Jesus urged the disciples to listen and pay attention. They should not be “hearers only” (James 
1:22) but should apply what they have heard to their lives. The religious leaders were using the 
Law as their measure for righteousness. So, the Law would become their Judge, but the Law 
points us to Jesus. They used the truth of the Law to condemn people; Jesus fulfilled the Law to 
redeem people. To those who use the truth they have been given appropriately, more will be 
given—they will grow spiritually and will let their light shine so that others can see and know the 
grace of Jesus, too. 
 
What differences have you noticed in your life when you are applying God’s Word and 
living in His truth, compared to times when you stray from it? What implications does 
this have for us as a group?  
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Application 

 
Name a situation or relationship in your life where you are seeking to bring light to 
darkness. How so? How can we encourage one another or help each other to do this?  
 
Name a situation or relationship where you are tempted to conceal the truth of Jesus, 
either by disobedience to God’s commands or by your silence. How does today’s 
passage speak to you about that? 
 
What about our group as a whole? Would you say we are showing ourselves responsible 
for the truth we have received? How can we do better? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 
Paul prays in Ephesians 1:18 that the Ephesian church would have “the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has called you, what 
are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.” In other words, Paul is praying 
two things: first, Paul is praying that God would reveal to them their need for the Gospel 
and the hope they have in Jesus. Have you claimed this hope? Have the eyes of your 
heart been enlightened to the beauty, glory, majesty, and hope of Jesus? If you remained 
quiet today when asked what Jesus has been teaching you lately, why? Could it be that 
you haven’t been learning anything from Jesus because you haven’t truly become a 
student or disciple of Jesus? Jesus said that all who come to him in sincere repentance 
and faith, He will receive. Will you repent and believe in Him today?  
 
The second thing that Paul prays for is for the Ephesians’ continued enlightenment to 
the “riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.” The Ephesian church had already 
received the Gospel of Jesus, so he’s praying that God would continue to show them the 
riches of the Gospel. Are you growing in your knowledge and understanding of the 
Gospel? Do you spend any time praying or studying the Bible outside of church or 
group? If so, have you considered signing up to be in a D-Group? This prayer is one that 
God will still answer if you pray it in sincerity.  
 


