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How to Approach Jesus 

(Mark 12:13-17) 
 
Bottom Line: When we come to Jesus, we come authentically and sincerely, knowing that He 

sees our hearts and will not accept hypocritical praise. 
 

Read Mark 12:13-17. 
 
What good things do the Pharisees and Herodians say about Jesus before asking him a 
question? Do you think they believe what they are saying about Jesus? Why or why not? 
 
Here Jesus is confronted by two groups of people, the Pharisees, the Herodians. The Herodians 
were loyal to Herod and were interested in political alliances. They weren’t fond of religion. On 
the other hand, the Pharisees were intensely religious. We see here a classic case of two 
enemies coming together to try and “trap” another common enemy. “The enemy of my enemy is 
my friend” is an ancient Indian proverb we may be familiar with.  
 
What does the fact that the Pharisees and Herodians, two groups who despised one 
another, were working together to try and eliminate Jesus tell us about the reputation of 
Jesus at this time? What does this tell us about how the Pharisees and Herodians were 
feeling? 
 
Knowing that the Pharisees were deeply devoted to God and despised the Roman 
oppression over Israel, and knowing that the Herodians were Roman sympathizers who 
welcomed Roman rule, how do you think their question to Jesus is verse 14 is intended 
to trap Jesus? 
 
The Pharisees were Israelites, who believed only allegiance should be to God. The Pharisees 
believed paying the one denarius tax with a coin that had the face of the emperor on it was 
blasphemous. In contrast, the Herodians, loyal to their country, knew that if Jesus said people 
shouldn’t pay their taxes, He would be accused of treason. 
 
Think back again to the good things that the Herodians and Pharisees said about Jesus. 
Were these things true? Why, then, did Jesus dismiss their statements? 
 
Jesus, like all the other times His enemies tried to trap Him, could see straight through their 
hypocrisy and see their intentions.  
 
Read Galatians 4:17. How does this verse accompanied with how we see Jesus respond 
here in this passage in Mark inform how we should respond to compliments from 
people? 
 
We should be always be prudent and wise in how we receive encouragement or praise from 
others. These two passages together shouldn’t make us suspicious, per se, of those who would 
encourage us, but it should warn us to not be naïve about possible ulterior motives others may 
have in complementing us. The solution, though, is that if we live for the glory of God, rather 
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than the praise of man, we won’t have to deal with this problem at all. Someone once said, “If 
you don’t live for the praise of man, then you won’t die by their criticism.” Jesus understood this 
and wasn’t given over to flattery or deceit. His only goal was to fulfill the will of the Father and to 
live for His glory, not man’s.  
 
What does the fact that Jesus dismissed the true statements of the Pharisees and 
Herodians teach us about how God receives praise? 
 
God does not accept the hypocritical praise of men, even if it’s true. What the Pharisee’s said 
about Jesus was true: Jesus didn’t care about the opinion of man, He wasn’t swayed by 
appearances, and He did truly teach the way of God. But Jesus saw past this facade and 
humiliated the Pharisees. God will not accept our praise unless it is genuine and real. Which 
leads to a very important point: Our approach to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in prayer 
should always be real and authentic. We’ve read previously of “empty phrases” and “vain 
repetitions” being displeasing to God (Matthew 6:7), but here we learn that hypocrisy is also 
displeasing to the Lord. When we speak to God, we have the freedom as children of God to be 
completely transparent and authentic before Him. 
 

APPLICATION 
 
What are some areas of our lives, big or small, where we often practice hypocrisy? 
 
What are some action steps each of us can take in order to stop being hypocritical in 
these areas of our lives? 
 
What commitments must each of us make if we’re going to know God’s Word well 
enough to realize when we’re being hypocrites? 
 
How can we as a group help one another prevent this kind of hypocrisy? 


