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Jesus’ Compassion for All People  
(Mark 8:1-10) 

 
Bottom Line: Because Jesus’ compassion extends to all people, our compassion should 

extend to all people.  
 
Who are some people that you think are overlooked by Christians today? (Certain people 
groups, people of certain economic status, people of certain ages, people of certain 
sexual orientations, etc.) 
 
Why do you think this is the case? What factors have led to some people feeling or being 
overlooked by the church?  
 
Read Mark 8:1-10. 
 
If Jesus knew anything about social conflict, He was certainly aware of the conflict between 
Jews and Gentiles. Jesus Himself was a Jew. And the prevailing teaching of the day was that 
Jews and Gentiles did not associate with one another. We saw some of this social tension in the 
interaction between Jesus and the Syrophoenician woman in Mark 7:24-30. Jews just didn’t 
associate with Gentiles as it would make them unclean, and therefore hinder their ability to 
worship God.  
 
Have you ever felt guilty about being around certain kinds of people? Why?  
 
This question should be navigated carefully. Psalm 1 advises us of the wisdom of guarding our 
relationships so that we’re not negatively influenced by those that we interact with. But 
surveying the life of Jesus shows us that the example we are to emulate is of Someone who 
was a friend of sinners. The key is to be able to discern when people are influencing you in a 
bad way, versus when you are influencing them in a good way. And here in this story we see an 
example of Jesus playing this out for us.  
 
We’ve already read and studied a miracle of Jesus that’s almost identical to this one: the 
feeding of the 5,000 in Mark 6:40-33. What differences do you notice between these two 
events? 
 
At first glance, it appears that these two miracles are almost identical in nature. Sure the 
number of people fed is different, the amount of food available is different. But for the most part 
it appears that the nature of these two miracles is the same and it has caused many 
commentators and scholars to question why Mark included this second miracle in his gospel. 
Except there is one major difference between these two occurrences that is crucial for us to 
understand the storyline that Mark is unfolding for us. The feeding of the 5,000 reference earlier 
in Mark was a feeding of Jewish people. This was an instance of Jesus ministering to His 
kinsman, His tribe, His own people. But here, the 4,000 people that Jesus is feeding are 
primarily Gentiles.  
 
The implications of this should, hopefully, be obvious. What are they? 
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The Gentiles were seen by the Jews as enemies of the one true God, and therefore personal 
enemies. When Jesus originally began His public ministry, He began ministering primarily to 
Jews. Remember He told the Syrophoenician woman “I was sent to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” His primary focus at the beginning of His ministry was to the Jewish people. But then 
a shift occurred when Jesus honored the request of the Gentile woman, showing that Jesus 
came not only for the religious, for His friends, for His kinsman, or for the Jews, but also for the 
Gentiles, the outcasts, the forsaken, the rejected and the enemies. Commentator James 
Edwards says this, “There is a lesson here for the people of God in every age, that its enemies 
are neither forsaken by God nor beyond the compassion of Jesus. On the contrary, the 
Gentiles, like others “a long distance” away, are the objects of Jesus’ compassion.” 
 

APPLICATION 
 

Who do you know in your life that is “a long distance away” from Jesus? Have you given 
up hope on them ever coming to faith in Christ? Why? What can YOU do to help bring 
them closer to Christ? How can our group help you do this?  
 
How can we foster a community, in our group, our church, or homes, and our 
communities, that welcomes outsiders the way Jesus did?  
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 
and which questions should be discussed. 
 
The Jews despised the Gentiles because of several reasons: religious, cultural, ethnical, 
etc. Who in your heart do you have a negative disposition toward because of their 
religion? Are you mean-spirited and hateful towards Muslims? Who in your heart do you 
have a negative disposition toward because of their culture? Are you mean-spirited and 
hateful towards younger generations? Older generations? Who in your heart do you have 
a negative disposition toward because of their ethnicity? African Americans? Hispanics? 
These are severe issues that, if not resolved, could be an indication that the love of 
Christ is not in you. And the demand placed upon you is to repent of your sin of 
discrimination and prejudice and ask the Lord to give you an unconditional love for ALL 
people, regardless of religious, cultural, or ethnic backgrounds. This is the undisputable 
way of Jesus and is a non-negotiable for a Christ follower.  
 
 


