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 The Danger of Unbelief 
(Mark 6:1-6) 

 
Bottom Line: Our unbelief is the biggest factor preventing us from experiencing the fullness of 

Christ in our daily lives.  
 

When was a time in your life where you said “I’ll believe it when I see it!?” Why did you 
feel you needed to lay your eyes on whatever that was? 
 
Read Mark 6:1-6. How does the hometown crowd’s response to Jesus differ from that of 
others who had witnessed His teachings and miracles up to this point in His ministry? 
 
 As in other settings, Jesus’ hearers were amazed, but theirs was amazed disbelief rather than 
a realization leading to belief. They had no explanation for Jesus’ wisdom and miraculous 
powers. But whatever the explanation, they would not consider the truth. Instead, the crowd 
questioned Jesus’ authority (v. 2), made disparaging remarks about His background (v. 3), and 
demonstrated a lack of faith (v. 6). No matter what they saw from Jesus, they couldn’t bring 
themselves to believe that He truly was the Son of God.  
 
What did this group of people “know” about Jesus that people in other towns wouldn’t 
have known? What impact might this have had on their disbelief? 
 
Read verse 5 and cross-reference with Matthew 13:58. What was the reason why Jesus 
didn’t do any miracles? If we become too familiar with Jesus, then we may not expect 
Him to act outside of how we think He should, and we could miss what He’s doing. In this 
way, how can being too familiar with Jesus actually turn into a form of unbelief? 
 
The Nazarenes that Jesus grew up with thought they had Jesus all figured out. He was just a 
simple carpenter that they had watched grow up as a boy. Perhaps some of them had even 
hired him to do some work for them. Then he disappears for some time and returns with several 
disciples following Him, and He had somehow amassed some incredible knowledge regarding 
the Scriptures so that when he taught in the synagogue people were amazed, but amazed in a 
way that cause them to revile Him rather than accept Him. This wasn’t the Jesus they 
remembered, and this sudden change in vocation had caused them to write Jesus off as 
possibly some sort of madman.  
 
Are we prone to become too “familiar” with Jesus? How does this kind of “familiarity” 
play itself out in our lives? What about other areas of the Christian life, like prayer, 
church attendance, serving, etc.?  
 
Do you think Jesus should have just performed a miracle here and proven who He was? 
(nevermind that it says that He “only” healed a few people). What does this situation 
show us about what Jesus chief concern is with us?  
 
Jesus healed people through compassion, not on demand or as a performance. Our human 
minds may think, if he had performed a miracle here, perhaps they would have believed. Jesus, 
however, knew their hearts. They had been presented with many opportunities to see, to hear, 
and to believe. They had made up their minds about Jesus and weren’t going to be convinced 
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otherwise, and Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith. Only one other time is the word amazed 
(or marveled) used about Jesus. In that instance, he was amazed at the PRESENCE of 
someone’s faith (Luke 7:9). 
 
So then the obvious question is: if we want to please Jesus and see Him move in our 
lives, what must we do? If we are lacking in faith, how can we work together to increase 
our faith in Christ? How can we then demonstrate our faith in Jesus? 
 
How is our faith strengthened the more we put it into practice?  
 
Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, did not believe the reports of Jesus’ resurrection and said he 
wouldn’t believe it until he saw Jesus with his own eyes. He wouldn’t believe it until He saw it. 
“Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seem and yet have believed’” (John 20:29). Jesus has already proven Himself faithful 
to us in many ways, we shouldn’t make demands to “see” or “experience” certain things before 
we’ll say we have faith in Christ. In fact, the very definition of faith offered by the author of 
Hebrews says that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(Hebrews 11:1). In the Christian life, faith enables us to see what Christ is doing in the world in a 
deeper way.  

APPLICATION 
 
How can we play a part in helping one another to see what Christ is doing in the world? 
What testimonies can you share of what Christ is doing in your life? How can we help 
one another to avoid becoming complacent in our walks with the Lord? How can we help 
prevent one another from putting Jesus into a familiar box? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 
The danger of unbelief that we’ve talked about in this lesson is primarily geared towards 
believers. It’s possible for a Christian to believe enough about the Gospel to be saved, 
but fail to believe enough about Jesus to see Him move in powerful ways in their life. But 
an even more dangerous place to be in is unbelief about Jesus, period. If you’ve never 
come to a saving faith in Jesus, then your unbelief will not only prevent you from seeing 
Jesus move in your life, it will keep you from Him completely. And not only in this life, 
but also in the life to come. Have you repented of your sin and trusted in Jesus? Do you 
have a saving faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ? 
 
In what ways are you possibly limiting what you think Jesus can do in your life? Just like 
the Nazarenes in the story, we can easily fall into the mode of thinking that the Jesus we 
learned about as a child is all there is to Him, and we may end up thinking there’s 
nothing new to learn about Him, we have Him all figured out. “Oh, Jesus wouldn’t do 
THAT!”, “That’s not MY Jesus.”, “Jesus doesn’t do things like that!”. This can put 
unnecessary barriers in our way that prevent us from experiencing Jesus in a new way. 
How have you possibly put Jesus in a box? How can you open yourself up to some new 
ways that Jesus may be trying to speak to you or some new ways that He might be trying 
to move in your life? What do you doubt that He can do? How can you remove these 
limits you’ve placed on Jesus and experience His power afresh all over again? 


