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The Reality of Persecution  

(Mark 12:1-11) 
 

Bottom Line: Christ has given us a commission to share His gospel with others and we can 
carry out that commission even when others oppose and mistreat us. 

 
What stories have you heard of Christians being mistreated because of the gospel? 
 
When you hear of harsh treatment of Christians, what’s your initial response? 
 
Several reports have come out over the last 20 years that state that Christian persecution in the 
world is at an all-time high. It may not be apparent to us here in America, but the reality of 
persecution is very real to our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world. Yet in spite of the 
treatment, believers throughout the world continue to stand boldly for Christ. 
 
Persecution of those who follow Christ and share His gospel is nothing new. We will look at one 
of Jesus’ parables where He pointed to the way God’s messengers had been treated. It is a 
parable of judgment and mercy, grace and wrath. As we study this parable, let’s consider what 
God is calling us to do. 
 
Read Mark 12:1-5. 
 
Whom do the farmer and the servants represent? 
 
Read Isaiah 5:1-7. 
 
This parable that Jesus told points to the song in Isaiah 5:1-7. The man who planted the 
vineyard represents God the Father, while the vineyard represents Israel. The tenants represent 
the religious leaders of Israel, while the servants are the faithful prophets. Tenant farmers and 
absentee landlords stand for Israel’s leaders. 
 
The owner continued to send servants, in spite of the way they were treated. What does 
that say to you about the character of God? 
 
How has God delivered His message to people today? 
 
What role do we have in delivering that message? 
 
In what ways is it possible for God’s message or messengers to be mistreated today? 
 
When have you ever been mistreated because of your faith in Christ? 
 
Read Mark 12:6-8. 
 
Who does the son represent? Why did the tenants treat the owner’s son the way they 
did? 
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What do verses 6-8 say to you about the character of God? 
 
Read Mark 12:9-11. 
 
What is the significance in Jesus saying that He would fulfill Psalm 118:22-23? 
 
What do verses 9-11 say to you about the character of God? 
 
Take a look at Romans 11:22. How are both aspects of God’s character, kindness and 
severity, illustrated in this parable? 
 
How would you explain to someone the meaning of this parable? 

 
APPLICATION 

 
Just as God gave His prophets a message, He has given us a Great Commission (Matt. 
28:19-20) to take to others. In light of what we see in this parable, how should we 
approach our commission from God? 
 
What roles do boldness, patience, and mercy play in carrying out the Great Commission? 
 
What will you do this week to be a faithful servant in proclaiming the gospel of Christ? 


