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Consecration 
(Exodus 19:9-15) 

 
Bottom Line: A balanced sense of boldness and reverence of God allows us to get the most 

out of our relationship with Him.  
 

Have you ever met someone famous or of high status that you really look up to? How did 
you approach them? How did you feel when you were talking to them?  
 
If you were to ever interact with the Queen of England, there are certain behaviors that would be 
expected of you. Men would be expected to bow while women would be expected to do a small 
curtsy. Your first formal address of the Queen must be a “Your Majesty” with each subsequent 
address being a “Ma’am.” You would only be expected to speak if the Queen speaks to you first 
and if you were sharing a meal, you must never make the mistake of beginning to eat before the 
Queen takes her first bite. Also, you would be looked at strangely if you ever stood directly in 
front of the Queen rather than off to the side. An audience with the Queen requires reverence 
and respect be given at all times.  
 
Why do you think these formalities are in place? What do these formalities convey about 
the Queen? What do they convey about her guests?  
 
Read Exodus 19:9-15.  
 
Here we learn that God is about to reveal Himself to the entire nation of Israel. Up until this 
point, God had only manifested Himself in a “personal” way to Moses, who represented Israel. 
But now, God was going to allow the entire nation of Israel to see Him (v. 11). But there were 
certain requirements that needed to be met before they could see God. They had to wash their 
clothes, abstain from sexual relations, and wait for the sound of the trumpet. If they even 
touched the mountain of God without fulfilling these requirements, they would be killed (v. 12). 
They were not to approach God until they were considered “clean.” This process of purification 
and cleansing is called “consecration” and it means “making holy.” And being holy is the only 
way to make it acceptable to be close to God.  
 
What do you think the people of Israel felt about God when they heard of these 
requirements? What do you think they felt about themselves? What is it about God’s 
nature and human nature that required such strict adherence to these rules? Are God’s 
requirements any more relaxed today than they were then? 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:14-16; Matthew 5:48; and Hebrews 12:14. What do you feel about God 
when you read these verses? What do you feel about yourself?  
 
The same impossible standards of righteousness are required of us today, if we are to be in a 
relationship with God. But on this side of history, we have an advantage that the Israelites didn’t 
have.  
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Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Hebrews 10:19-22.  
 
Jesus Christ has fulfilled God’s demands of perfect righteousness and has given that 
righteousness to us. Now, because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we don’t have to fearfully approach God, 
we can come to Him boldly and without hesitation (Hebrews 4:16).  
 
What does coming boldly to the Lord look like? How do we balance boldness with 
reverence and respect? What is the danger in coming to God boldly, but not reverently? 
What is the danger in coming to God reverently, but not boldly?  
 
We must not make the mistake of thinking that Christ’s righteousness frees us from having to 
pursue righteousness ourselves (see Romans 6:1-2). The verses we read above about pursuing 
holiness were written to saved, redeemed, New Testament believers. Consecration is still an 
activity that we must engage in today if we are to get the most out of our relationship with God. 
Our pursuit of holiness doesn’t save us, Jesus has done that, but our pursuit of holiness allows 
us to experience a deeper relationship with God.  
 
This is what was true for Israel on Mount Sinai. God told them to consecrate themselves not so 
that they could be saved—God had already covenanted Himself to them long before this, they 
were already His people—He told them to consecrate themselves so that they could experience 
more of Him. Essentially, God was stressing to Israel the importance of their own personal 
holiness if they were going to benefit from His presence in a deeper way. In other words, without 
pursuing holiness, their identity wouldn’t change, but there would be certain privileges that they 
would miss out on. 
 
In a similar way, what privileges do we miss out on as believers when we fail to pursue 
holiness? How can a deeper level of holiness enhance our prayer life? Our Scripture 
reading? Our fellowship with one another? Our worship of God? 
 
The main thing the Israelites learned through this was the seriousness of dealing with and 
approaching God. Approaching God is a serious matter. This is why it must be done only on His 
terms. Today, God’s terms are simple: repent of your sin and believe in Jesus Christ. Then you 
will be able to enter unashamedly into the presence of God, to enjoy Him forever.  
 
God has required holiness from us and has met this requirement for us in Jesus Christ. 
In what other ways do we try and approach God rather than through Jesus?  
 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 
Have you trusted Christ for the righteousness that God requires of you? Are you trying 
to come before the Lord on your own merit? If so, you are wasting your time. You must 
repent of your sin and trust in Christ. This is the only way you can approach God.  
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Are you too casual in your approach to God? Do you consider God more as a “pal” than 
Lord? Do you read Scripture with indifference? Do you come before God in prayer with 
irreverence and flippancy? If so, how can you readjust your approach to God in a way 
that honors His holiness?  
 
On the opposite side, is your approach to God one that is too formal, as if God didn’t 
care about the small details of your life? Do you consider God more as a strict Ruler 
rather than a loving Father? Is your time with the Lord more of a stressful time rather 
than a restful time? If so, how can you readjust your approach to God in a way that 
honors His acceptance of you in Jesus Christ?  
 
What are you “missing” from your relationship with God that you wish you had? Greater 
joy? A deeper love for Scripture? A greater fervency in prayer? A greater desire for 
evangelism? A deeper knowledge of God? A greater awareness of the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit? Is it possible that there is a sin in your life that is preventing 
you from experiencing God in these deeper ways? What will you do to remove this sin 
from your life and create a rhythm of holiness that will allow you to walk closer with the 
Lord?  


