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Series: 1 Corinthians 
Group Study Guide 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17 

INTRODUCTION 
What was your first impression of our church, either from that first Sunday you 
showed up for worship or an encounter you had with someone from our church? 

What are some of the things that you think draw people to our church? 

What people, activities, or causes does our church fully support? 

A major problem in the Corinthian church was disunity. Members were divided into factions 
based on the personalities of their leaders rather than on finding unity in their common 
confession of Christ. Divisive churches neither bring glory to Christ nor represent Him well to 
those outside the church. If our church is going to be a church that glorifies Christ and makes a 
lasting impact in our community, Christ and His gospel must be at the center. 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-15. 

What was dividing the church in Corinth? 

Why do you think the Corinthian church was divided like this? 

It appears that church members were dividing over teachers and leaders in the church. Some 
were loyal to Paul, who first brought the gospel to Corinth and planted the church. Some 
preferred the appeal of the intellect and dynamic preaching skills of Apollos. Others were drawn 
to the traditions of Peter. And then there were those who opposed any kind of leadership or 
teaching outside of themselves, and their own interpretation of what Jesus said.  
 
We see the same things today. Some people are loyal to the way things used to be. Some are 
drawn to the latest pastor or teacher or church that is trending. Others are opposed to anything 
new. And still others stay skeptical of any “institution” and refuse to go all in with any church.  

Taking our focus off God causes us to focus on people. When we focus on people instead of on 
God, we naturally begin to resent those who don’t hold to our same loyalties. 

What are some of the things that divide churches today? 

Of the four areas that the Corinthian church were divided—which one do you 
tend to fall into? 

What are the things that we should be united by as a church? 

First and foremost, we should be united by our loyalty to Jesus. Paul gives two reasons why 
Jesus should be our primary allegiance: He was crucified and we were baptized in His name. 



Once people’s loyalties are in the right place—with Christ—things change. When we decide to 
stay focused on Him, we realize that we’re part of something bigger and more important than 
any of our own preferences. We realize the church belongs to Jesus, not to a person or 
committee. 

What things unite you “with the same understanding and the same conviction” 
together with others in our church? What would it look like to focus on this unity 
and work to improve upon it? 

APPLICATION 
What are we doing as a group to promote unity in the church? In what ways do 
you think we can do a better job of this? 

How can we help one another keep Christ central in our personal lives this 
week? What are some practical ways we can each focus our thoughts and 
attitudes more on Jesus? 

How does embracing God’s forgiveness in our own lives lead us to show grace 
and unity toward others? 

PRAYER 
Spend a few minutes in prayer with your group. A divided house can’t stand. Pray that as a 
group and a church, you will place your loyalty in the right person, Jesus Christ. Be determined 
to make decisions based on Him and His direction for the church rather than on any person or 
group. 

COMMENTARY 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-15 

1:10. Paul’s appeal to unity is expressed in a first-century idiom translated agree in what you 
say. The added phrase the same conviction refers to the shared conviction about the centrality 
and importance of the gospel message—Christ crucified (v. 17; 1:18-3:4). In Paul’s mind, this 
central conviction was the key to church unity.  

1:11-12. Paul disclosed the report from Chloe’s household about the quarrelsome, divisive spirit 
in the church at Corinth. In a vivid, ironic style, he repeated their party slogans which used the 
stock phrase “I am with so-and-so.” Slaves used this expression to identify their master. Also, 
anyone who slavishly belonged to a factious political party could use this phrase. Even though 
they said, “I’m with Christ,” Corinthian believers who followed mere men exhibited a divisive, 
slavish spirit contrary to the way of Christ.  

1:13-15. Paul answered the rhetorical question is Christ divided by illustrating from his own life 
and ministry two crucial issues related to who he was and what devotion others owed him. In 
rapid-fire fashion, he asked: Was it Paul who was crucified for you? Or were you baptized in 
Paul’ s name? The answer to both questions was clearly, “no.” Christ died for each of us, and by 
Christ’s authority we are identified with Him in one corporate body that belongs to Christ (12:12-
13). Therefore, Christ is the One to whom honor is due.  


