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The Urgency of Repentance 

(Joel 1-2) 
 

Bottom Line: We must take seriously God’s warning of judgment on sin and understand the 
need for repentance. 

 
What is the worst natural disaster you have experienced personally? What did you learn 
about God through that experience? (If need be, what have you learned in hindsight?) 
 
Disasters often make people think of their relationship with God. Or at the very least people will 
make remarks about God. It seems that when catastrophe strikes, everyone becomes a 
theologian: “Where is God in this!?”…”God is angry with us!”…”How could God allow something 
like this?” And when calamity strikes, it seems that the world is especially apt to look to the 
church for answers. They want to know how to deal with hardship and suffering.  
 
What causes pain and suffering in the world? How does the Bible address our pain and 
suffering? What kind of hope does the church have to offer to a hurting world?  
 
When trials come, people will have questions about God. And it’s the church’s job to clarify who 
God is and how He acts in these situations. During hardship, people are sensitive to hearing the 
good news of the Gospel and there is a natural urgency to want to understand what’s happening 
in the world around them and to make things right with God. A faithful witness during difficult 
times can be the perfect opportunity to help people be loosed from their sins and set free for 
God. The Old Testament prophet Joel did exactly this.  
 
Read Joel 1:1-12. What is the calamity that has taken place? What various groups of 
people does Joel address (vv. 2, 5, 9, 11)?  
 
A great swarm of locusts has completely ravaged Judah and Joel describes this catastrophe as 
something that has affected everyone. In essence, nobody can escape suffering or hardship. It’s 
guaranteed to come, especially for those who desire to live godly lives in this world (2 Timothy 
3:12). But instead of panicking or despairing like everyone else, Joel seized the opportunity to 
use this disaster to stress the urgency of repentance upon the people of Israel. 
 
Read Joel 2:12. How did Joel describe repentance to the people of Judah? What does it 
mean to “return to [God] with all your heart?” What does it look like to have a heart that 
is only partially given to the Lord? Is there such a thing as partial repentance? Why or 
why not?  
 
How did God respond to those who returned to Him with their whole hearts (v. 13)? Is 
any sin so bad that God would not make true on this promise? What are we implying 
about God if we believe that we’ve sinned too much and can’t be forgiven?  
 
Read Joel 2:15-16. Is repentance only a personal action? Is anyone exempt from the need 
to repent? 
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Read Joel 2:17. How does our lack of repentance reflect poorly upon God? How does our 
lack of repentance affect our ability to witness to others?  
 
What’s interesting about the book of Joel is that the sins of the people are never explained or 
detailed. We do not know what particular sin, if any, Joel is calling the people of Judah to repent 
of. But that only magnifies the point of this lesson: that the call to repent is universal and urgent. 
Every person you have ever met is a sinner (Romans 3:23) and is only a moment away from 
having to stand before God in judgment (James 4:14). At this point, it’s important to 
acknowledge the tension between God’s sovereignty and human suffering. God does ordain 
certain catastrophic events to take place (Isaiah 45:7), which means that some extent of human 
suffering is intended by God. But rather than try to explain this mystery, determining which of 
our pain is intended to bring us to repentance and which is just the result of living in a fallen 
world, it’s helpful for us to take the mindset of Joel. Joel saw the locust plague as evidence of 
the coming judgment of God (Joel 1:15; 2:1-11). And with each catastrophe, disaster, hardship, 
and trial, the urgency of Joel’s message is renewed. One day, a day that will come sooner 
rather than later, God will judge the world for their sin, and we will all have to give an account for 
the things we’ve done. With all the suffering in the world, and with the promise of a coming day 
of judgment, we need no excuse to call people to repentance, and more importantly, we have 
no excuse to delay our own personal repentance.  
 
What events/situations/circumstances are currently going on in the world that should 
stress to us the importance of both preaching and practicing repentance?  
 
The people of Judah heeded Joel’s command to repent, and the Lord responded… 
 
Read Joel 2:18-27. In what ways does God restore His people? In what ways do you need 
to be restored? Will you respond in repentance to receive healing from God? 
 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 

James tells us that “life is a vapor” (James 4:14). We are here for only a moment, 
which, compared to eternity, is only a blink. “It has been appointed for man to die 
once, and then comes the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27-28). The author of Hebrews 
encourages us that “today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart” 
(Hebrews 3:7-8). “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of 
salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Do you understand the brevity of life? How quickly 
has time passed to get you where you are now? Do you think it will slow down? You 
are not promised tomorrow. You are not even promised to live past this group 
session. Do not delay in repenting of your sin and turning to the Lord.  

Do you sense the urgency of repentance, both to practice it and to preach it? If not, 
could it be because you are not as “future-oriented” as you need to be? If we live too 
much “in-the-moment” without regard for the future, it can dull our sense of urgency 
about what the future holds for us. Who do you need to share the Gospel with?  


