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 Waiting on God 
(Mark 5:21-43; Genesis 41:14-36) 

 
Bottom Line: Seasons of waiting are difficult, but most often turn out to be crucial to our growth 

in the Lord. 
 
Think about a time when you were in a difficult season of life. Did it last longer than you 
expected? In what ways did you attempt to rescue yourself? Did God come through in a 
way different from your expected way of “escape”? 
 
What are some of the ways God has matured your faith over time? How has waiting 
impacted this growth? 
 
Not many of us enjoy waiting. In the act of waiting, we are typically looking forward to something 
we desire but are delayed in the fulfillment of that desire. This process is rarely enjoyable for the 
one waiting. However, it is often through waiting that God grows in us a deeper dependence on 
Him.  
 
Read Mark 5:21-43. 
 
What interruption did Jairus face? In that moment of waiting on Jesus, what do you think 
Jairus felt? How was Jesus’ glory shown to be greater through the delay rather than 
without it? In the end, was Jairus’ waiting worth it? 
 
Jairus faced a great trial at home with the impending death of his daughter, and Jesus’ taking 
time to minister to the bleeding woman was probably considered a hindrance by Jairus, but in 
the end, what Jairus learned about God was that not only could He heal, He could raise the 
dead. 
 
In the Old Testament, Joseph has a similar experience. Pharaoh had two dreams in one night 
that left him troubled and sent him searching for answers. He sent for not one or two of his 
magicians and wise men, but all of them. Yet, none of them could interpret his dreams. 
 
It was only after this point that Pharaoh’s cupbearer remembered Joseph—two years after 
Joseph had interpreted a dream for him. The cupbearer described to Pharaoh how Joseph was 
able to interpret the dreams, and that the dreams came true just as Joseph had explained. The 
cupbearer believed that Joseph would be able to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. 
 
At this point, Joseph had been imprisoned for several years. Though we may not always 
recognize how God is working in our lives, He is faithfully working at all times in the lives of His 
people. 
 
Read Genesis 41:14-36. 
 
How did Joseph’s explanation of his ability to interpret dreams differ from the cup 
bearer’s explanation? Where have you been given opportunity to share the work of God 
in your life? 
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How did Joseph’s explanation and advice show he was more concerned with God’s 
purposes than his own escape? 
 
The cupbearer gave all the credit to Joseph for his ability to interpret dreams. However, Joseph 
clearly explained that God was the One who would provide the interpretation. This is similar to 
how Joseph began before interpreting the cupbearer’s and baker’s dreams. 
 
Pharaoh recounted his two dreams, and Joseph was able to explain them: God had revealed to 
Pharaoh His future plans. After Joseph explained the dreams, he advised Pharaoh to appoint a 
wise man to oversee the land of Egypt in preparation for the seven years of plenty and the 
seven years of drought and famine. This advice reveals how Joseph had matured in his faith. 
When he interpreted the cupbearer’s dream, Joseph pleaded with the cupbearer to remember 
him when he was restored so that he, too, might escape the prison. Yet when Joseph 
interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, he didn’t ask Pharaoh to grant him his freedom. 
 
We don’t see Joseph’s freedom at the end of this passage, but we see growth in his faith in God 
as he waited on Him. Joseph was no longer seeking to find his own escape; instead, he was 
resting in God to provide for him. 
 

APPLICATION 
 
Why do you find it difficult to wait on God? When have you experienced God’s blessing 
through hardship and seasons of waiting that you could not have experienced 
otherwise? 
 
Where are you currently waiting on God to act? How might you recognize how God is 
growing you and using you for His purposes, even in your waiting?  
 
How can you make the most of your season of waiting? How can we as a group 
encourage one another in our seasons of waiting? 
 
How can you use the seasons of waiting and difficulty in your life to point others to 
Christ and the good news of the gospel? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 

and which questions should be discussed. 
 

Scripture says that Jesus is coming back “to save those who are eagerly waiting for 
Him” (Hebrews 9:28). Does “eagerly waiting” describe your present posture towards the 
Lord? If not, why? The wonders of Heaven and an eternity with Christ, when understood 
rightly, should make us eager for His return. Are you afraid of His return? Do you not 
know what your fate will be when He comes back? Eager anticipation is easy for those 
who know their fate is secure in Christ, and that assurance only comes when you repent 
of your sin and trust in Him to rescue you from the wrath to come. Do you need to 
repent? 

 


