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Kingdom Family 
(Mark 3:31-35) 

 
Bottom Line: The Kingdom of God redefines the way we interact and relate to one another.  

 
What makes a family a family? What qualities of a “family” are most important to you?  
 
For most of us, or really, for most of humanity, our families are one of the institutions that we 
hold most dear to us. There is a love for family that is unlike any other kind of love. It’s a love 
that perseveres through thick and thin, through good times and bad, and never really leaves 
you; love for family is not something that you every really “outgrow.”  
 
Or maybe for some of us, the issue of family is especially sensitive. We didn’t have the ideal 
family we wanted, or perhaps the thought of “family” only brings to your mind painful memories 
and sorrow. But even this speaks to the significance of family. Just as its health can greatly help 
us, its distortion can greatly harm us.  
 
Oddly enough, Jesus didn’t say much about family. Or at least, if He did, it wasn’t recorded for 
us in the Scriptures. But what He did say regarding the family has important implications for us. 
 
Read Mark 3:31-35. How does Jesus define who His family is?  
 
By stating that his family was composed of those who do God’s will, Jesus was making a radical 
statement in His day. He was surrounded by His actual, blood family, but considered His 
relationship to them as subject to His relationship to His fellow God-fearers. This overturned 
many social conventions in Jesus’ day (He had a knack of doing that), because what He was 
saying is that 1) a person’s ultimate allegiance was not to their family, but to God, and 2) 
becoming a member of His family, the family of God, was open to all persons regardless of 
race, class, or gender. The only requirement is that they share Jesus’ commitment to God.  
 
Regarding item number 1, we would probably all agree that our ultimate allegiance is to 
God. But how do our actions sometimes show otherwise? If people who knew absolutely 
nothing about you observed your life for one week, would they conclude that your 
ultimate allegiance is to God? What are some things that they might say compete with 
your allegiance to God?  
 
Regarding item number 2, again, we would probably all agree that any and everyone is 
welcome in our church, our fellowships, etc. But how could our actions sometimes show 
otherwise? How can our church accommodate those who are outcast, forgotten, and on 
the fringes of society? How can we in our families do the same?  
 
Remember that those who decided to follow Jesus probably actually lost their families because 
of their loyalty to Christ (Matthew 10:35-39; Luke 12:51-53). So these words would have been a 
comfort to those first Christians who left everything to follow Him (Matthew 19:27). They are not 
actually without a family, but they have become a part of a greater family of faith.  
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How has the church (whether ours or another) acted as a family to you? Have you 
contributed to the church in the same way (or greater) than you do your own family? 
What do you think may prevent you from seeing the church as a family in this way?  
 
It may be hard to understand, but according to the Bible, our shared commitments to God tie us 
more closely together than biological kinship. And because of this, we are able to endure the 
hardships and trials of life together (1 Corinthians 12:26a). 
 
We’ll close with an illustration: General Colin Powell tells the story of a young African-American 
soldier who was asked if he was afraid on the eve of going into battle. He said, “I am not afraid. 
And the reason I am not afraid is that I’m with my family.” He nodded over his shoulder to the 
rest of his unit, composed of white, black, and yellow young adults. “That’s my family. We take 
care of one another.” The members of Christ’s church should be able to say the same thing as 
they take the gospel to a hostile world and as they face the struggles that come with everyday 
life. 
 
How has your life been enriched by the church? How can being part of a church family 
encourage you to live boldly for Christ? What can you do to help make the concept of 
“family” a more tangible reality within our church? 
 

Application: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be 
pondered and which questions should be discussed. 

 
Jesus said, “those who do the will of My Father are my brothers and sisters.” Being part 
of the family of God means submitting our wills to the will of God, of surrendering 
everything in our lives to Him. It means that our allegiance is to Him and to Him alone. Is 
this true of you? Or are you on the fence? Are you committed to glorifying God with your 
life? Or are you more concerned with fulfilling your own agenda? It’s only by laying down 
your life that you’ll find it (Matthew 16:25). If you’re not fully surrendered to the will of 
God for your life, then you are not part of the family of God. But if you repent, place your 
allegiance to King Jesus and your trust in His completed work on the cross for your sins, 
and sincerely follow Him in every area of your life, you’ll find the abundant life that He 
promises us. You’ll find yourself within the family of God.  
 
Do you view your fellow Christians as brother and sisters in the Lord? Paul says that we 
should treat older men and women like mothers and fathers and younger men and 
women as brothers and sisters (1 Timothy 5:1-3). Does this characterize your 
relationships with those in the church? If not, why not? If so, what is something you can 
do this week for another person in the church that you would do for a family member? 


