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 The Pace of Kingdom Work 
(Mark 5:21-43) 

 
Bottom Line: We must be willing to allow room for ministry to others in our busy pace of life. 

 
How do you typically feel when you are interrupted in the middle of a task? Do you 
welcome the break, or does it annoy you and stress you out? 
 
In today’s text, Jairus, a synagogue ruler, appealed to Jesus to accompany him to his house to 
heal his daughter, who was dying. With sensitivity and compassion, Jesus started out with 
Jairus, until He was interrupted by a woman who sought healing for herself. As these two stories 
unfold simultaneously, we learn another truth about Christ-like mission: It is unhurried. 
 
Read Mark 5:21-24. 
 
What do Jairus’s actions tell us about his beliefs concerning Jesus? 
 
Jairus’s actions showed his great faith in Jesus. Think about your actions—especially 
how you react in times of crisis or disappointment. What do your actions tell others 
about your belief in Jesus and His power? 
 
The ruler bowed at Jesus’ feet out of respect for Him. Jesus’ reputation for performing miracles 
likely had preceded His arrival. Jairus pleaded with Jesus to come heal his daughter, who was 
at the point of death. Jesus already had healed many (Mark 1:29–2:12), and He went with him. 
Jesus was always sensitive to human needs, and He often performed miracles to meet those 
needs. 
 
Read Mark 5:25-34. 
 
What was the root of the woman’s suffering? Why do you think the woman approached 
Jesus from behind? What might she have feared? 
 
What did the woman believe to be true about Jesus? 
 
Do you ever feel like a problem in your life prevents you from approaching God? Why do 
we sometimes feel this way? How should we really feel? 
 
The woman had lived in the shadows for 12 years, away from any sort of recognition, hoping 
that no one would notice her. And when she approached Jesus that day, she did so in a most 
inauspicious way, again hoping to simply remain in the background. After the woman touched 
Jesus’ garment, she was healed, but her story doesn’t end there. 
 
What did Jesus say had healed this woman? What do you think Jesus’ words meant to 
her? 
 
Why was Jesus concerned with both the physical and the spiritual? What can we learn 
about our ministry to others through His example in this story? 
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Jesus emphasized that her faith, not magic or physical touch, had made her well. The Greek 
verb translated “made . . . well” (v. 34) also can be translated “saved.” Most likely, Jesus not 
only was affirming this woman’s physical healing, but also her spiritual salvation with these 
words. This woman evidently had maintained great faith through years of suffering. 
 
Read Mark 5:35-43. 
 
If you had been in Jairus’s place, how would you have reacted to Jesus’ words 
challenging you to believe and not be afraid? Do you find these instructions reassuring 
or frustrating? Why? 
 
What exactly do you think Jesus wanted Jairus to believe? 
 
Jesus identified with Jairus’ suffering, and He knew the situation was not hopeless. He went on 
to Jairus’ house with three of His disciples.  
 
Who do you most often resemble in your response to God’s work (or inactivity) in your 
life—Jairus or the mocking crowd? Why? 
 
What stands out to you the most in the account of Jesus’ healing, verses 40-43? 
 
What specific things do we learn about Jesus’ character and His work in our lives from 
this story? 
 

APPLICATION 
 
From the stories in Mark 5, what stands out to you about Jesus’ power? His purposes? 
 
On several occasions in Jairus’ story, his faith in Jesus could have crumbled. What are 
some things today that threaten or discourage your faith in God’s ability and desire to 
meet your needs? 
 
How can we follow Jesus’ example of unhurried ministry that prioritizes making time for 
people? What might we have to sacrifice to do so? 
 
Why is it a struggle for us to look beyond ourselves to the helpless and hopeless? 
 


