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Kingdom Opposition 
(Mark 3:20-35) 

 
Bottom Line: If we are truly living in the Kingdom of God, we will face opposition from all sides, 

possibly even family. 
 

Think about the most important people in your life right now. Who are the people to 
whom you are absolutely committed, no matter what? 
 
Has anything ever happened that challenged this commitment? If so, what? 
 
Read Mark 3:20-35. 

 
In verses 20–35, a story about the scribes accusing Jesus of being possessed by a demon (vv. 
22–30) has been inserted into a story about Jesus’ family to show that Jesus’ family—as well as 
the religious authorities—misunderstood and opposed him. This is unfortunately the case for 
some who follow Jesus. And if we are going to be serious about our faith and belief in Christ, 
there may come a time when we are opposed not only by those who believe differently than us, 
but even by our own families. 
 
Why did Jesus’ family restrain Him and claim He was out of His mind (v. 21)? What do 
you think led them to say this?  
 
It’s speculation but given the large crowds and the reports of the miracles that Jesus had done, 
His family was probably trying to save their reputation by claiming Jesus was out of His mind. 
To them, Jesus appeared to be just a normal man and they had no idea about His identity as 
the Son of God (John 7:5), but by all appearances it looked as if He was creating some kind of 
cult or something. The significance of what Jesus was preaching, that the Kingdom of God was 
at hand, should not be understated. For those who followed Christ, obedience to Him meant 
going to nations and people that had been conquered by Rome and declaring that they should 
switch their allegiance to a new King and a new Kingdom. This was treason. But what they did 
not yet understand was that, in the words of Jesus Himself, the Kingdom was “not of this world” 
(John 18:36). Which drives home an important point for us to understand—that unbelievers who 
do not have the Spirit of God will find it very hard to sympathize with or understand the beliefs 
and actions of Christians (1 Corinthians 2:14). Jesus’ family had a hard time understanding His 
words and His actions, but the Pharisees had an even harder time. 
 
Read Mark 3:22-26.  
 
The scribes could not deny the works they had seen Jesus do, so they tried to attribute them to 
the work of a demon. But Jesus quickly shuts that poor logic down. 
 
How did Jesus prove that what the scribes were saying was false? If what Jesus said is 
true of Satan, then what are the implications for us as a church? 
 
One thing you’ll notice Jesus mention to the scribes is the infamous “unforgiveable sin.” Jesus 
says “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin.” Historically, this has been understood to mean that a person who is able to witness 
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and experience the work of the Spirit so strongly and attribute those works to anything but the 
Holy Spirit and is then able to go to their death without repenting and trusting in Jesus, that 
person is clearly not forgiven by God. It’s no different than anybody else who dies without 
trusting in Jesus. Even when levied with blasphemous charges, Jesus’ heart is still to warn 
those who hate him of the judgment to come if they do not repent.  
 
Read Mark 3:31-35. 
 
How do Jesus’ questions illustrate that loyalty to the kingdom of God is deeper than 
blood?  
 
These questions that Jesus asked redefined who constituted His family. Jesus’ true family 
consists of those who fully surrender their lives to Him rather than those who are physically 
related to Him. The same is true of us whenever we enter into a relationship with Jesus. He was 
speaking in hyperbole, of course, but the main idea that Jesus is teaching in these verses is 
also taught in Luke 14:26, saying, “If anyone comes after Me and does not hate his mother and 
his father, he is not worthy to be My disciple.” Jesus isn’t being literal but is speaking to the level 
of devotion we should have to Him over and against even our families. When faced with the 
decision to either be faithful to our family or faithful to Jesus, there is no question, we should be 
faithful to Jesus. He is demonstrating the reality that following Jesus may cause us to have to 
re-evaluate and/or reorient our earthly relationships, possibly even with our family members. 
 
How can following Jesus place a strain on family relationships, both in believing and 
non-believing families? 
 
Jesus’ aim was not to destroy family. Jesus loved and cared for his mother, even at his death 
(John 19:27). But family must be viewed in light of higher priorities. Jesus’ life and mission 
revolved around the will of God. When Jesus asked, “Who are my family,” he was stating that 
there are some matters and some relationships that transcend the normal blood relations known 
as family. 
 
In what ways can we allow our families to draw us away from Jesus and the will of God? 
How can we gently and lovingly respond to these instances in a way that minimizes 
opposition, but doesn’t cause us to compromise on our ability to follow Jesus?   
 

Application: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be 
pondered and which questions should be discussed. 

 
Some of us may have unbelieving families that don’t understand us. Some of us may 
have God-fearing, Christian families that encourage us in our faith. But no matter which 
kind of family you belong to, the most important thing is that you belong to the family of 
God. If you lack believing family members, the family of God is where you belong. If you 
have believing family members, the family of God is a greater family of which you need to 
give yourself to. The means by which we enter into God’s family is through adoption, and 
we are adopted into God’s family through repentance and faith in Christ. Are you part of 
the family of God? Do you feel as though God is a loving Father to you? Do you see your 
church, your small group, and other believers as brothers and sisters in Christ? If you 
want this kind of family, this kind of relationship that runs deeper than blood and is 
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eternal, then repent today, and give your life to Jesus Christ. He’ll forgive you of your 
sins and welcome you into His family.  
 
Paul told Timothy, “those who desire to live a godly life will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 
3:12), which begs the question: are you living a godly life? Paul promised that 
persecution would come to those who do. Persecution for us may look different than it 
did for Timothy, but at the very least, living a godly life puts us at odds with the world 
and sets us against the prevailing cultural norms of our country. So do you face any 
opposition? Whether big or small? Any at all? If you’ve never felt like you’ve had to make 
a choice between being faithful to Jesus or to the world, then are you truly living for 
Christ? Have you given in to any ungodly habits or trends because you fear man more 
than you fear God? Will you repent and trust God today to sustain you and keep you 
from the world?  


