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Genuine Faith 

(Mark 11:12-25) 
 

Bottom Line: We don’t need to rely on others to bring us to God, we can come to Him on our 
own through faith in Christ. 

 
Read Mark 11:12-14. 
 
What did Jesus expect when He approached the fig tree? Were Jesus’ expectations fair? 
Why or why not? 
 
Did the tree deserve to be cursed? Why or why not? 
 
What do you think went through the minds of the disciples when Jesus cursed the tree? 
Why would Jesus use His authority in this way? 
 
Jesus approached the fig tree, expecting figs to be present. When a fig tree grows leaves, it 
also grows figs. Jesus saw the leaves and expected fruit. When He got there, the tree had no 
fruit. It looked fruitful but was not. Jesus cursed the tree for having the appearance of fruit yet 
not bearing actual fruit. The disciples must have been confused that Jesus would curse a tree 
simply for not having figs on it. And besides, the text tells us that it wasn’t even the proper 
season for figs to grow on the tree. Because of this, it’s best to understand the cursing of the fig 
tree as a symbolic or metaphorical event that Jesus used to teach a deeper truth. Many 
scholars believe the tree serves as a metaphor for Israel and its standing before God. By 
cursing the tree, Jesus signified God’s judgment on the Jewish people for being “fruitless”: that 
is, without true worship, prayer, and righteousness. This metaphorical understanding sheds light 
on Jesus’ cleansing of the temple in the verses that follow. 
 
Read Mark 11:15-19. 
 
What was the purpose of the temple? How had the temple been corrupted? 
 
Read Isaiah 56:6-8 and Jeremiah 7:11-15. How did Isaiah and Jeremiah describe the 
temple’s purpose and its potential problems? 
 
The disciples went into the temple, the place where God was to be worshipped and praised, and 
found the temple courts filled with money traders and people selling birds and other animals for 
sacrifices. These merchants turned the practices of the temple into an opportunity for financial 
gain. Jesus quoted Isaiah 56:7, stating the temple should be a house of prayer for all nations. 
Instead, the Jews made Gentiles change out their money to make an offering. Jeremiah said 
that the temple would be turned into a place to steal and rob, and that was precisely what was 
taking place in Jesus’ day. 
 
Why did Jesus overturn the tables and chairs? Why did He kick people out of the 
temple? Did Jesus have the authority to do this? Why or why not? 
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What did the temple and the fig tree have in common? 
 
How did the people respond to Jesus’ authoritative actions in temple? 
 
Jesus drove the people out of the temple, tossing tables and chairs. Jesus wanted to restore the 
true purpose of the temple. The temple was not fulfilling its purpose, although it looked like it 
would, just as the fig tree looked like it would be producing fruit. Some were amazed and 
pleased at Jesus’ authority and teaching, they, too, probably saw the abuse that was going on. 
But the Pharisees feared Him and sought to destroy Him. 
 
Read Mark 11:20-26. 
 
What was Jesus’ lesson to the disciples about the fig tree? 
 
How did the fig tree and the temple demonstrate a lack of faith? 
 
How might one misuse Jesus’ words about prayer in v. 24? 
 
Jesus gave a simple lesson with the fig tree: “Have faith in God.” Jesus was showing the 
disciples (and the crowds that followed Him), that their worship of God wasn’t dependent upon 
their activity at the temple. The temple itself had become corrupt, rendering the actions of the 
people who participated in its rituals corrupt as well. But true faith produces true fruit. Only when 
people are motivated and driven to God by faith can the faith yield the proper fruit. Faith drives 
us to worship God and to pray to God, because we believe in His power and His ability to 
answer prayers that are submissive to His will yet confident in His power. We no longer need to 
rely on others to “serve” God for us, like so many people relied on the temple workers. Just like 
the figs, the season of dependence upon others to intercede for us before God is over. Through 
Christ, we can live lives that are pleasing to God through our own faith.  

 
APPLICATION 

 
How can we sometimes rely on the faith (or works) of others rather than our own? 
 
What are some ways our faith or religious activity can become corrupted?  
 
How do we fight against these kinds of corruptions? (Flipping tables and hitting people 
with a whip doesn’t count) 


