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Read Ephesians 3:1-2. 
 
Why would Paul have felt a responsibility to take the message of God’s grace to the Gentiles? 
 
What was Paul’s attitude about being in prison? 
 

The Gentiles were the focus of Paul’s ministry. As his readers very well knew, Paul was now a 
prisoner because of this ministry. Notice that Paul considered himself detained because of Christ 
Jesus, although from an earthly perspective, he was the prisoner of Rome. Paul looked at reality 
from a heavenly perspective. 

 
How often do you remember that part of the reason you were saved is so that you can be 
steward of God’s grace reaching to others? How does this affect your attitude toward service? 
 
How has God used a negative experience (job loss, strained relationship, or sickness) as 
evidence of His grace in your life? What about as opportunities to serve? 
 
What might prevent believers from recognizing God’s grace in their lives? 
 
Read verses 3-6. 
 
What, in your own words, was the mystery Paul was talking about here? 
 

The big mystery was that God was extending His grace not only to the Jews but also to the 
Gentiles. These two groups were being brought together, in Christ, into a new entity of the church. 

 
The reality that Paul alludes to here, and teaches elsewhere in the New Testament (Galatians 3, 
for example), is that we are all, Jews and Gentiles alike, in Christ. When you hear that phrase, 
“in Christ”, what do you think? How would you explain that concept to someone else? 
 
What does being “in Christ” mean for you? What does it mean for our church? Or, in other 
words, what are the benefit that we all receive from being in Christ and how do they affect the 
way we live and interact with one another? 
 
What is your personal responsibility since you know about this mystery, too? 
 
 

Ephesians 3:1-6 


