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Last week, we saw that Paul’s ministry efforts in Ephesus were marked by 1) a commitment to 
communicating the truth of God’s Word (Acts 19:8-10), and 2) a commitment to meeting not only 
the spiritual needs of the people he was ministering to but also their physical needs (Acts 19:11-12).  

 
What was the result of this two-pronged ministry of Paul in Ephesus? (See Acts 19:17-20). Why 
must any mighty move of God begin with repentance?  
 

Without repentance, the sin and wickedness inside of us that prevents the Holy Spirit from guiding, 
directing, and empowering us is not dealt with and those hindrances remain. If God is going to 
move mightily amongst a people, the first thing that must be done is they must get their hearts right 
before the Lord, and we do this through repentance. 
 

Read Acts 20:22-24. What is Paul’s chief concern? What was Paul absolutely certain about? 
What was Paul uncertain about? Why would Paul be willing to step into so many unknowns? 
 
If we are going to be serious about praying for and expecting a mighty move of God amongst 
us, what can we be certain will happen? What are some uncertain things that may happen?  
 

Just like sin can prevent and hinder a move of the Spirit, so can fear of the unknown. Fear 
paralyzes us and prevents us from moving forward. When God moves among a people, sometimes 
our preferences for how things should be done and what is best may be infringed upon. Fear of 
change is sometimes a large barrier the people must overcome if they are to experience a move of 
God. 
 

With so many unknowns before us, how can we prepare now to deal with the difficulties that 
may arise if God were to move mightily among us? How do the assurances of what we KNOW 
God will do help us to step into these unknowns?  
 
Read verses 32 and 35. Paul was encouraging the Ephesian elders to remember the example he 
had set for them so that they may continue to lead the church in this way. What is Paul asking 
the church at Ephesus to commit themselves to? Why would these things be necessary to 
maintain the momentum of the movement of this movement of God? 
 
Will you join us in praying for a move of God at FBCnl? What specifically will you pray for God 
to do? What will you ask God to do specifically in you? What are you asking God to do amongst 
us as a body?  
 
Pray together as a group asking God to move mightily amongst us, and to prepare each of us 
individually for whatever He may decide to do. 

Acts 20:18-35 


