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Whoever is Not Against Him is For Him 

(Mark 9:38-41) 
 

Bottom Line: In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity. 
 

How many different churches have you either visited or been a member of? How were 
these churches alike? How were they different? 
 
What are some of the things that you believe and practice as a Christian that differ from 
what other Christian friends believe and practice (i.e. baptism or certain spiritual gifts)? 
 
Have any of the differences ever caused tension or division between you? Explain. 
 
A popular maxim found in various places throughout Christian history is this: “In essentials, 
unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” It is a helpful saying, for Christians must 
certainly unite around the gospel, but leave room for faith and freedom in other areas that are 
not as essential to the core of our faith. Jesus had a similar discussion with His disciples, and 
He used the opportunity to affirm that we must be charitable. 
 
What are some “essential matters” of the faith? What about “non-essentials”? What does 
showing charity in the “non-essentials” of the faith look like? What does loving 
correction or reproof over essential matter look like? 
 
Read Mark 9:38-41. 
 
Why did John try to stop another person from trying to drive out demons? Why did 
Jesus approve of the other man’s actions? 
 
The objection of John, who evidently was speaking on behalf of all the disciples, was only that 
the man was not part of their little group and had not been authorized by Jesus to use his name. 
Here it was approved, probably because the exorcist was a believer. 
 
What final point of application does Jesus make in verse 40 and 41? How does it apply to 
us today? 
 
Jesus’ point was that all who with any degree of sincerity do something for or on behalf of Jesus 
were to be recognized as allies, if not fellow disciples. Verse 39 indicates that if the deed was 
truly done in Jesus’ name, meaning that it was done for His glory, then they are more than likely 
either a genuine believer or soon will be. We shouldn’t dissuade or be harsh with those who 
disagree with us on non-essential issues, we should see them as partners in the Gospel. 
 
For a (possible) example of this in action, read Philippians 4:2-3. 
 
Paul encouraged Euodia and Syntyche, two prominent women in the Philippian church, to 
“agree together in the Lord.” The “in the Lord” qualifier that Paul adds indicates that these two 
women may have had some form of doctrinal disagreement, or Paul may just be calling them to 
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Christlike reconciliation. But either way, their disagreement was not sufficient enough for Paul to 
tell them to separate from one another, nor did He distance Himself from them, but instead 
called them “co-laborers of the Gospel.” This is how we should cooperate with those we 
disagree with.  
 

APPLICATION 
 
How can you be more charitable towards Christians in other denominations? How can 
you be more charitable towards Christians in your church or group that may disagree 
with you on some issues?  
 
Are you as concerned about your own obedience as you are others? How can you grow 
in regard to this? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 
and which questions should be discussed. 
 
Are you for Christ? Or are you against Him? Jesus said that anyone not against Him is 
for Him, but He said this about people who were doing faithful, legitimate ministry in His 
name. The disciples’ concern wasn’t necessarily over the genuineness of the other 
person’s faith, but that they weren’t part of their own little tribe. So the litmus test here 
over whether someone is for Jesus or not isn’t what denomination you belong to, but is 
instead tied to how active you are in ministry in Jesus’ name. What have you done for the 
glory of Jesus lately? If the answer is nothing, that’s not an indicator of being lost 
(although it may be, you’ll need to determine that), but it may be an indicator that you 
don’t have your priorities in proper order. Disordered priorities are incredibly damaging 
to a believer’s effectiveness in the Gospel. Get them too out of line and you may find 
yourself working AGAINST Jesus rather than for Him. Realignment with Gospel values 
comes through repentance and renewed faith in Christ. Trust that He is worthy to put 
first above everything else, cast aside every other rival king competing for your heart, 
and entrust it to the true King. 
 
We’re all going to disagree with others at some point, but a real indicator of how 
Christlike we are is how we disagree with others. In matters essential to the faith, Jesus 
was pretty strict with the Pharisees. Their teaching was damning and misleading many 
people. In the face of blatant misrepresentation of Christ, of God, and the of the Gospel, 
we must be bold and speak out. Do you feel confident to do this? If not, then why not? Is 
it due to a lack of knowledge? Is it due to a fear of man? Both can be remedied. Or are 
you OVERconfident in your speaking out? The pendulum can swing both ways: it’s 
possible to be overly dogmatic about tertiary issues, and also possible to be apathetic 
about essentials. Both are wrong. We should stand up for truth, but wisdom is needed to 
determine what truth to stand up for and how we should go about it. 


