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Crowds & Disciples 
(Mark 3:7-21) 

 
Bottom Line: Jesus’ intention is for every Christ follower to be fully engaged in communing with 

Him and ministering with Him.  
 

Who is someone that you really look up to? Why do you look up to this person? If given 
the opportunity to do what this person does, would you take it? What would you give up 
to take advantage of that opportunity?  
 
Read Mark 3:7-12. What does Mark say was the reason for the people coming to Jesus? 
(verse 8).  
 
In today’s social-media connected society, it’s very easy for word to get around of people who 
are doing amazing things. But in Jesus’ day, the only way for information to travel was by word 
of mouth. So what Jesus was doing was so spectacular that people from all over the area—
Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, Tyre, and Sidon—people from miles and miles away had 
come to see who this Jesus was and what He was doing.  
 
What was Jesus doing that attracted so many people to Him? Is He still doing this today? 
So if Jesus is still doing wonderful things today, why aren’t people coming to Him in 
droves like we see here?  
 
Do you seek Christ with the intention of seeing Him do something amazing in your life or 
someone else’s? If not, why?  
 
What is something amazing that Jesus has done in your life? Have you told anybody 
(outside of this group) about this? How vocal or open are you about your relationship 
with Jesus and what He has done for you? What do you think could happen if we all 
shared what Jesus has done for us more often?  
 
Read Mark 3:13-15. 
 
We see three different groups described for us here: the crowd, the disciples, and the apostles. 
The crowd was that group of people who had heard about Jesus, had come to see what all the 
ruckus was about, and perhaps they wanted something from Him. The disciples were those who 
had chosen to follow Jesus. As we’ve learned in previous lessons and sermons in this series, 
these people were the ones who more than likely made great sacrifices in order to do so. They 
were devoted to Jesus’ teaching and committed themselves to learning from Him. Then from 
this group of disciples, Jesus calls out twelve of them and makes them apostles. 
 
According to these verses, for what purpose did Jesus choose His apostles?  
 
Jesus “appointed the twelve…that they might be with Him…” (v. 14).  
 
Given what we’ve learned about discipleship, what all did this entail?  
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One of the responsibilities that Jesus gave His apostles was to preach. The gospel is not an 
inexplicable mystery, but a clear and present reality that can be articulated and understood. To 
“preach,” then, is to not just share our own subjective experience, but to communicate the truth 
of how God saves us through the work of Jesus Christ.  
 
What is the Gospel? How has God saved us through Christ? 
 
Jesus also gave His disciples the ability to prevail over demonic powers. The imparting of this 
ability was as powerful symbolically as it was practically, as popular Judaism at the time 
associated the ability to subdue demons with the onset of the Messianic age. Therefore, the 
disciples would be a significant part of making practical the presence of the Kingdom of God. 
 
In what ways can our works make manifest the Kingdom of God? What kind of works are 
we talking about here?  
 
Jesus called the Twelve to preach the good news of the Kingdom and to demonstrate its 
present power. For us, the purpose is the same. We continue to preach the good news of 
Jesus, and our good works make practical the presence of the Kingdom of God here on earth.  
 
Note: the office of Apostle does not exist today. Instead, for the sake of this illustration, 
think of the groups in this way: the crowds = those on the outside looking in; the 
disciples = those who go to church, read their Bible, and do Christian things, but may not 
be that close to Jesus relationally; the apostles = those who are completely committed to 
Jesus through communion with Him and engagement in the mission He gave us. 
 
So out of the three groups, the crowds, the disciples, and the apostles, which do you find 
yourself in?  
 

Application: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be 
pondered and which questions should be discussed. 

 
Listen to the list of the names of the twelve apostles Jesus called: 
 
(Read Mark 3:16-19) 
 
When you look through the list of apostles, what stands out to you as you consider 
anything you may know about these men from our study so far? Jesus chose tax 
collectors, sinners, uneducated fishermen, and other unknown, obscure men to carry out 
His mission and turn the world upside down. This means that Jesus’ criteria for being his 
disciple is nothing more than being willing to accept Him as Lord and commit yourself to 
the cause of the Kingdom. If you feel like you’re just part of the crowd, you can get in on 
this. Repent of your sins, place your faith in Jesus’ work for you on the cross, and follow 
Him. He’ll receive you.  
 
For those of you who are in and you know it, how might knowing that God has chosen 
you to serve Him change the way that you view your occupation or role in life? How 
might remembering who you are in Christ help you in overcoming feelings of inadequacy 
and unimportance? How can you confidently and unashamedly follow Jesus this week? 


