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Divorce & Remarriage 

(Mark 10:1-12) 
 
Bottom Line: Jesus teaches us that marriage is permanent, and divorce is not a part of God’s 

plan. 
 

For the past two decades, 50% of all marriages in the United States have ended in 
divorce. What does that tell us about our culture’s view of divorce and marriage? 
 
Are most Christians’ attitudes about divorce different from that of the surrounding 
culture? Why or why not? 
 
In 1960, the United States adopted no fault divorce, which allowed most couples to get a 
divorce without having to prove fault. Since then, the number of divorces in America has tripled. 
A century ago, less than 7% of married couples divorced. This tells us that our culture’s attitude 
about marriage and divorce has dramatically shifted. While we might think such lax attitudes 
about marriage are unique to our culture, Jesus faced similar attitudes in His day. 
 
Read Mark 10:1-5. 
 
In Jesus’ day there was a tremendous amount of debate about divorce and remarriage among 
the Jews. Some rabbis said that a man may not divorce his wife unless she was sexually 
immoral. Others said that a man may divorce his wife if she did not properly cook a meal for 
him. The prevailing views on divorce in Jesus’ day not only devalued marriage but objectified 
women. It is in this context that Jesus was questioned by a Pharisee about divorce. 
 
What was the Pharisees’ motive in questioning Jesus about divorce? 
 
Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4. How was Moses’ allowance for divorce being misused by the 
people of Jesus’ day? 
 
What reason does Jesus cite for the current practice of giving a woman a “certificate of 
divorce” (v. 5)? 
 
Was divorce really allowed? What does Jesus’ comment reveal about this 
commandment? 
 
When the Pharisees came to Jesus they were more curious about Jesus’ perspective on their 
opinion rather than bringing their lives under His perspective. Jesus responds by telling them 
divorce wasn’t allowed, but a command was given to restrain the corruption of divorce. It was 
given because of the hardness of their heart. Allowing divorce and establishing a command to 
limit it are two very different things. The Pharisees’ question shows their incorrect perspective. 
 
Read Mark 10:6-12. 
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What portion of the Old Testament does Jesus cite in His response to the Pharisee’s 
question? What does that tell us about Jesus’ view of marriage? How does Jesus’ 
attitude about divorce differ from our culture’s? 
 
Marriage, in the eyes of God, is not a contract that people can break. It is a covenant that 
only He can break. What is the difference between a covenant and a contract? 
 
In a contract, two parties agree to provide certain goods or services to the other. A covenant, 
however, is not made merely between two parties but also before God. And in a covenant, the 
obligations to fulfill your end of the bargain aren’t based upon the other person’s faithfulness to 
fulfill theirs. Jesus could not be clearer: God is the one who joins two people together in 
marriage, and we should not be so quick to think that we can separate that union whenever we 
want. 
 
How does marriage reflect the gospel, and what light does this shine on divorce? 
 

APPLICATION 
 
How do you become someone who is easy to be married to? How could you pursue 
Christ in such a way that it is evident in all areas of your life, including your marriage? 
 
If you are married, how could you and your spouse invest in someone else’s marriage? 
 
If you have been through a divorce, how have you seen God redeem that pain of that 
experience for His glory? 
 
What does it look like to trust Jesus with your marriage? If you are unmarried and wish 
to be, how can you trust God’s plan for your life? If you are married, how can you lean on 
Jesus to sustain your marriage? 
 
Reflection: Read these aloud, using your discretion about which questions should be pondered 
and which questions should be discussed. 
 
This issue is incredibly sensitive for many reasons, but that should cause us to give it 
greater emphasis. The damage that can be done by divorce is proof that marriage is a 
sacred and powerful institution that should be guarded and protected. But at the same 
time, divorce is also NOT something that derails God’s plan for our lives. Part of God’s 
plan for Jesus was that He be cut off and forsaken (“My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?”). But even this was redeemed by God to bring about the salvation of the 
whole world. If you’ve been through a divorce, you must believe and trust that God can 
make something great out of it. And this is true for all of us, no matter what sins we’ve 
committed. We must only repent of our sins and choose to live in joyful obedience to 
Christ as our Savior and Lord. Then the greatest separation that our sin has caused will 
be healed, and we will be reconciled to God.  


