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Read John 1:1-5 
 

John states that Jesus is the “light of men” (v. 4). This light came and shone in the darkness of the 
world, illuminating God’s plan of salvation for the world. When Jesus came, we were made aware 
of what God’s will for us is, that we “might believe through Him” (v. 7). Jesus’ arrival was not met 
without opposition, but we can take heart because even though darkness tried to crowd out the 
light, “the darkness has not overcome it” (v. 5). 
 

What was the “darkness” in the world that Jesus entered into? How did He overcome it?  
 
What is some of the darkness that we experience in the world now? How does Jesus overcome 
it? 
 
What are some of the ways the darkness of the world tries to fight back against the light of 
Jesus? 
 

Jesus has come and the light has entered the world, but like leaven working its way through 
dough, the light has not fully consumed the world. At least not yet. We see traces of both the light 
of Christ and the darkness of sin in the world. The traces of light that we see remind us of the 
decisive victory that Christ has won in the world, giving us hope, and the remaining darkness helps 
to remind us that there is still work to be done, giving us motivation to continue bearing witness 
about the Light. There is a longing for something to come, and a trust in what has already 
happened. 
 

Do you experience both a longing and a trust at Christmas time? Which one do you experience 
more strongly? Why? 
 
How are we to live now in this time? As we experience both a longing for Christ to come again, 
and we rest in the finished work He has already accomplished, what do we do?  
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. What did the Thessalonians do while they waited? How does 
knowing that Christ will come again motivate us to repent and serve? 
 
If we are not serving and repenting while we wait, what does that indicate about our 
understanding of Christ’s birth, life, and death? What does it indicate about our understanding 
of His return?  
 

Advent is a season of remembrance, waiting, and expectation all rolled into one. We are 
remembering the work Christ has done and we are committing ourselves to repentance and 
service while we wait for him, eagerly expecting His triumphant return.  
 

What does truly celebrating Advent look like for you? Remembering? Repenting? Serving? 
What step do you need to take this Advent season to be truly faithful to what this season is all 
about? 


