
CHILDREN’S 
BAPTISM 
GUIDE

Church at Lake Mead

But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.” 

MATTHEW 19:14 
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We are so excited that you are considering baptism for your child! Every child can have a personal 
relationship with Jesus, and at Lake Mead Kids we encourage them to make a decision to follow Him. 
Our children are encouraged to not just learn about Jesus, but learn from Him by walking with Him 
every day.

We advise parents to wait until their child is at least in 2nd grade or 7 years old. By this age, a child is 
usually able to understand baptism and remember this spiritual milestone in their life.

As you discern if your child is ready to be baptized, here are some questions to ask your child. The 
following answers show that your child understands.

1. When did you decide to follow Jesus and become His forever friend?
Your child should have a specific memory of when he or she understood what Jesus did, and 
that he or she needs Jesus in their life. It may have been at church, at home, or even some-
time when they were alone.

2. What does it mean to be baptized?

It means I’m following Jesus. It means I’m a Christian and I want to show the world. It’s a 
picture of what Jesus has done on the inside of me.

3. Why do you want to be baptized?

Because Jesus was baptized and he tells us to be baptized also. Because I’m a friend of 
Jesus and I want to follow Him.
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Your Child is Not 
Ready
If you don’t feel your child understands what
it means to be baptized, it’s totally appropriate 
to wait. During this time, let your child observe 
other baptisms and talk to them about what 
it means. We’d love for you to read through 
this baptism devotional with your child and 
spur them on in their personal friendship with 
Jesus.

Your Child is Ready
If you feel your child understands what it means to 
be baptized, then we’d love for you to read through 
this baptism devotional with them.

Baptism Devotional
Obeying Jesus’ Commandment

“So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end.”

 Matthew 28:19-20 NIRV

Being baptized in water is one of the first steps you take in following Jesus. A friend of Jesus does 
not just learn about Jesus, but follows Jesus and does the things He did. The number one reason you 
should get baptized in water is because Jesus did, and He told us to also.

When you became a friend of Jesus, you were brought into God’s kingdom under Jesus’ control. That 
means you have decided to do what Jesus says and follow His example. Jesus was baptized, so we 
should be too. Take time right now to read about Jesus’ baptism in your Bible in Matthew 3:13-17.

What is the number one reason a person should be baptized?

To let everyone know you’re following Jesus

“When you were baptized, you were buried together with him. You were raised to life togeth-
er with him by believing in God’s power. God raised Jesus from the dead.”

 Colossians 2:12 NIRV

Water baptism is an outward picture of what Jesus has done for us on the inside. Jesus died for our 
sins. He was buried, and was raised from the dead! When we ask Jesus to be our forever friend, the 
Bible tells us that our old life is dead and buried. Now we have a new resurrected life (that means 
raising back to life) within our spirit. Jesus lives inside of us helping us to live for him. (I Corinthians 
12:13)
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That’s why we go all the way under the water when we’re baptized. We are showing people that our 
old spirit and all our past sins (the bad things you did) are buried with Jesus. When we come up out of 
the water, we are saying that Jesus has given you new life. Everyone sees the picture of the change 
that has taken place inside your heart.

What does baptism a picture?

A Decision of Faith
“By being baptized, we were buried with Christ [Jesus] into his death. Christ has been raised 
from the dead by the Father’s glory. And like Christ we can also live a new life.” 

Romans 6:4 NIRV

Baptism by itself doesn’t save us or make us a Christian. It has no purpose or meaning unless we’ve 
made the important decision to follow Jesus and invite him into our heart and life. Baptism is a very 
important step in your new Christian life. When we decided to follow Jesus, we made a decision of 
faith to receive Him into our life. When we’re baptized in water, we’re making a decision of faith to 
follow Him all the days of your life. We’re choosing to let Jesus and our new, born-again spirit be in 
charge of our life. Baptism will always be a reminder of our decision to follow the Lord.

HOW WE BAPTIZE AT LAKE MEAD
PRIOR TO THE BAPTISM: 
Let us know your child wants to be baptized by visiting our Church at Lake Mead app and Choosing 
“Baptism” to complete our interest form.  You can also stop by the Get Connected Wall on Sunday 
morning in our lobby. 

We ask that you and your child (if over age 12) attend our baptism class one week prior to the next 
scheduled baptism to learn about our core beliefs and our theology of baptism.  After attending the 
class, you’ll review this devoptional with your child and prepare your daughter or son’s testimony of 
becoming a Jesus-follower (see below).

BAPTISM SERVICES: 

We have regular services in which the church celebrates baptisms together. We encourage those 
wishing to be baptized to do so within the context of these gatherings.

Participants are asked to personally share their story of following Jesus during the celebration service 
or to have the person baptizing share their story for them.
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After the testimony, the person performing the baptism will ask, “Do you confess and believe Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior?” to which your son or daughter will respond, “Yes” or “I do.” 

The baptizer will then immerse and subsequently raise your daughter or son out of the water.

Following the baptism, your daughter or son will be prayed over by deacons of the church.

Baptism Details: 
1. Wear dark shorts and a dark shirt to maintain modesty.
2. Bring a change of clothes, towel and bag to hold your wet clothes after you change.
3. Arrive at 10:00am on Sunday morning and meet Alicia at the Get Connected Wall in the 
lobby to receive last minute instructions.  
4. Alicia will then lead you and your child into the service to go on stage with a pastor at the 
end of service for the baptism announcement (don’t worry, you won’t have to say anything on 
stage.)
5. After the announcement exit the building with Alicia to go out to the North Terrace grass for 
baptisms, which will begin at approximately 10:30am. 

Telling Your Jesus Story...
What was your life like before you started following Jesus?
This part of the story shares what Jesus has saved you from! Read Romans 3:23. 
Hints: Did you disobey your parents?  Did you tell lies?  Were you mean to others at school? 
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
               
                
     

When and how did you become a Jesus-Follower? 
Hints: Use a specific date if you can. What did you pray or talk about? Who did you speak with and 
why? 
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Did something big happen that made you think about following Jesus.
Hints: Family crisis? A unique place or time? Something interesting God showed you?
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
               
                
           
Write a sentence about committing your life to Jesus Christ and why you want to be baptized.
Example: I want to be a Jesus-follower for the rest of my life, and I’m getting baptized to let the world 
know it!
                
                
                
                
                
                
               
Write down the names of those who helped you begin a relationship with Christ.
Hint: Friends, mom or dad, a pastor—this is optional
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Now Put it all Together.  Take all your answers and write one story to share on Baptism Sun-
day.
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