
WEEK 90, DAY 1  KNOW THE WORD    DEUTERONOMY 28 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 90 of Know The Word.  Today you 

read Deuteronomy chapter 28 and this week we will finish reading the final book of the 

Pentateuch.  Only a portion of the Book of Psalms will remain to be finished and then we will 

have completed our tour through all sixty-six books of the Bible! 

 

You will remember, I am sure, that in chapter 27, which we read last week, Moses was giving 

instructions for a ceremony of blessing and cursing, that was to take place after the Israelites had 

crossed over into the Promised Land.  Half of the tribes were to stand upon Mount Gerazim and 

receive the pronouncement of the blessings that would come to them if they obeyed the laws of 

God.  The other half would stand on Mt. Ebal and receive the pronouncement of the curses that 

would fall on them if they failed to keep the Law.  The Levites standing between the two 

mountains would speak the blessings and the curses.  In chapter 27, which we read on Friday, we 

“listened” to the twelve curses - presumably one for every tribe of Israel. 

 

Chapter 28 begins, as we would expect, with a pronouncement of the blessings that will follow IF 

Israel keeps the laws of God, but you may have quickly discovered that these are NOT the 

blessings that “go with” the curses of chapter 27!  For whatever reason, (and this morning I 

cannot offer you any good explanation) we are not given a record of the blessings that Moses 

wanted the Israelites to hear from Mt. Gerazim. 

 

From the 8
th
 chapter of Joshua, we know that the ceremony Moses commanded them to have as 

soon as they reached the Promised Land DID occur, but the specific blessings (my guess is that 

there would have been twelve of them to correspond to the twelve curses) are never recorded.  

Some day, when I get to glory, I intend to ask about that. I am very curious to know what those 

blessings were! 

 

The blessings, with which chapter 28 begins, are instead ones that Moses spoke over the 

assembly of the Israelites.  There, on the plains of Moab, before he laid aside the mantle of his 

leadership, and before the nation crossed the Jordan River under the command of their new leader 

Joshua, the departing leader blessed his people, and these blessings are mirrored, one by one, by 

“reverse image” curses, which we also read today. 

 

Once again, as we noted last week, these blessings are contingent upon obedience:  “If you fully 

obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all His commands…”, then the blessings will 

inevitably follow and “the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations on earth” (v.1).  

The blessings He promises as a consequence of obedience are:  

1. You will be blessed in the city and in the country  

2. The fruit of your womb will be blessed and the crops of your land and the young of your 

livestock  

3. Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed - (the basket held the fruit and the 

kneading trough, is, of course, where they made the bread)  

4. You will be blessed when you come in and when you go out  

5. Your enemies will be defeated before you.  They will come at you from one direction but will 

flee from you in seven  

6. The Lord will put a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to.  “The Lord 

your God will bless you in the land He is giving to you.”  

 

Moses then expands on these blessings and adds that, if they obey God’s commands, the Lord 

will establish them as His holy people.  As a result, the nations will fear Israel, they will have 



abundant prosperity, they will have abundant rain in season, they will lend to many nations but 

borrow from none.  They will be the head, not the tail; the top not the bottom.  All of this is 

contingent upon obeying God.  “Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to 

the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.” 

 

All of that is said and summarized in the first fourteen verses of chapter 28.   

 

Did you notice that the curses “mirror” the blessings?   They do, but it takes a lot more verbiage 

to elaborate on them!  Moses spends fourteen verses on the blessings and 53 verses - more than 3 

times as much - on the curses! 

 

No reason is given for this disparity - just as no reason was given in chapter 27 for the articulation 

of the curses and the complete absence of the blessings, but we can guess well enough at what is 

going on here.  God knows, and so does Moses for that matter, that even though He is absolutely 

committed to blessing Israel for obedience to His commands, that it is not the blessings, but the 

curses that will follow because, despite their professions of love for God and loyalty to His 

commandments, the Israelites will NOT keep the law.  They will rebel and break their vow of 

faithfulness.  They will turn and worship other gods, and they will “lose” all of the advantages 

and blessings that would follow from obedience. 

 

That “foreknowledge” that Israel will choose disobedience over obedience, and rebellion over 

faithfulness, underlies virtually everything we have read in this book.  Remember the words last 

week about what kings should and should not do?  Israel was never supposed to have a king, but 

God knew (and Moses knew), that the day would come when they would disobey and want one. 

 

So the emphasis is on the curses and not the blessings, first, because both God and Moses know 

that is what will come, and second, because even though the future is quite clear to God, He 

always goes out of his way to warn, and to give opportunity after opportunity to repent.  I am sure 

that you remember that “landmark” passage in the book of 2 Peter chapter three.  It says: “With 

the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow 

in keeping His promises, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-9). 

 

So, the emphasis on the curses is three times greater than the emphasis on the blessings.  By the 

way, that is exactly the reason that Jesus talked much more often about hell than about heaven! 

 

I may be “beating a dead horse” here, but in our dealings with human beings and in our own 

perceptions of ourselves, we have a huge predisposition to our “default” position, which is our 

sinful nature.  It is for that reason that we need to pay three times as much attention to the 

warnings we find in Scripture as we do to the promises.  Call it negative motivation or whatever 

you want, but whenever God gives us a command or whenever a warning is issued in the Word of 

God, we need to be very careful.  Our “default” position as human beings, even as redeemed 

human beings, is set to disobedience, so “let him who thinks that he stands, take heed, lest he 

fall.” 

 

Now, the “mirror” curses for disobeying God’s commands are: “you will be cursed in the city and 

in the country”; “your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed”; “the fruit of your womb 

will be cursed, and the crops of your land and the calves of your herd and the lambs of your 

flocks”; “you will be cursed when you come and when you go out.” 

 



He adds that defeat rather than victory will come in battle and instead of the enemy fleeing in 

seven directions, it will be Israel, and instead of a blessing on crops and abundant prosperity, it 

will be a curse with locusts devouring the crops and scorching heat and drought in the place of 

rain. 

 

In the extended commentary on the curses, Moses talks about diseases that will come - some 

related to human life and some that will fall upon plants, drought that would curse the land, defeat 

in battle and finally exile and extermination.  The diseases seem to be related to those they had 

seen but had been protected from in Egypt, and it is just possible that the disease alluded to in 

verse 28, which has a symptoms both blindness and madness, may in fact be syphilis - a venereal 

disease that would follow from the sexual immorality practiced in the Canaanite religions. 

 

Some of what follows in chapter 28 also sounds like “straight up” prophecy, for most of what 

Moses predicts as a result of disobedience did in fact come upon Israel as it moved through its 

history, away from God and toward idolatry. 

 

The predictions of defeat and exile came fully to pass.  Even the dreadful references to 

cannibalism as a result of enemy sieges happened, both at the siege of Samaria and again at 

Jerusalem.  You might reference 2 Kings 6 and Lamentations chapters two and four for the 

historical details. 

 

In fact, the only verse to which I cannot see an easy historical connection is the next to last one - 

verse 68, which talks about a return to Egypt by ship and the ensuing selling of themselves into 

slavery.  We do know that after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonian armies, many Jews did 

voluntarily travel to exile in Egypt.  I am unaware though of any proof that they went by ship or 

that they sold themselves into slavery. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow! 

 

WEEK 90, DAY 2  KNOW THE WORD           DEUTERONOMY 29-30 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the 29th and 30th chapters of Deuteronomy 

and have come to the climax of the ratification of the covenant renewal ceremony in Moab.   

Remember, what they are doing here is different from what happened at Sinai for at least two 

reasons. 

 

First, we are dealing with a new generation of people here.  These are the children and the 

grandchildren of the Israelites who stood at the foot of Mt. Sinai on that first momentous day.  

The very oldest among them would have been less than twenty years old on the day at Kadesh 

Barnea, when their parents, under the influence of the negative reports of the ten spies, decided 

not to enter the Promised Land.   

 

The second thing that makes this covenant renewal ceremony somewhat different from the one at 

Sinai is here the tone of the ceremony, and certainly the tone of Moses’ commentary on what is 

happening, is decidedly more pessimistic.  Then, there had been optimism. “Yes, Yes! We will 

obey everything the Lord has told us to do!”  And, of course, they immediately and repeatedly 

failed to do it.  Here, right from the start, there is a decidedly pessimistic tone.  “IF you obey, you 

will have every blessing and incredibly prosperity”.  But, of course, you know as well as I do - 

“You are going to fail.”  So, “WHEN (not if - did you notice that subtle word?) you disobey, here 

is what is going to happen!” 

 



This covenant renewal ceremony is also different (though similar to) the one that will happen in 

just a few weeks time at Mt. Gerazim and Mt. Ebal.  Different from that one because then, after a 

new round of signs and wonders, they will actually possess the land of Promise, and different as 

well because their leader will no longer be the redoubtable old lion of God, Moses, but the new 

leader Joshua - one of the other two old men (along with Caleb) who had believed God and 

remained faithful through all of the years in the desert. 

 

These two chapters are Moses’ very personal and very pointed challenge to his people.  He is like 

the coach who has already announced his retirement, giving his last locker room speech on the 

eve of the championship game, and he puts a lot of emphasis on what they have collectively seen 

and experienced together.  “You saw what the Lord did in Egypt”- actually only one of the 

generations listening that day had been alive to experience the exodus from Egypt.  “Your eyes 

have seen those miraculous signs and great wonders.”  You experienced the fact that for forty 

years your clothes didn’t wear out and neither did your sandals, and for forty years you never ate 

bread, but God gave you manna every day.  And you never drank wine or beer, but God always 

provided water.  These miracles of provision were not as eye-catching as the parting of the Red 

Sea, but they were just as miraculous, and they served the same purpose “so that you may know 

that I am the Lord”. 

 

May I invite you to turn off this recording right now for a few minutes and reflect on the 

“miracles of provision” that you have experienced in your life?   Most of the time, we hardly 

notice the provisions that God has made for us.  Just like, I am pretty sure, that until Moses 

mentioned it, the vast majority of the Israelites had never stopped to think about the fact that their 

sandals should have worn out a very, very long time ago! 

 

I think that it would be a good thing for us to stop and reflect a little more closely upon the 

myriad of ways in which our God has supplied “all of our needs according to his riches in Christ 

Jesus.”  Do you remember the words of the old hymn: “Count your blessings, name them one by 

one.  And it will surprise you what the Lord has done”? 

 

But Moses knows that his people, in spite of all that they have seen and experienced, will miss the 

point.  They will not “get it” because, now listen to this, “to this day, the Lord has not given you a 

mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear”.  All of us marvel over and over again at 

people who see God’s mighty works - yes even miracles, signs and wonders, who experience 

God’s provision and God’s protection, who hear the Gospel and know the facts but still do not 

respond to His gracious offer of grace.  The reason is simple. They are spiritually blind, deaf, and 

dead.  Their hearts are hard. They are still responsible because God’s Word has been given and 

His works have been seen, but there is this spiritual “veil” that keeps them from responding or 

understanding what is right in front of them! 

 

Paul actually quotes this verse - or at least paraphrases it, in Romans chapter 11 as an explanation 

for why the Jewish people as a nation have not yet responded to Christ or recognized Him as 

God’s Messiah.  And, of course, what Moses and Paul recognize as the obstacle that is keeping 

their people from understanding and responding to God’s mercy, is an equally good answer for 

why many people that we know and love have also been unresponsive to God’s grace in their 

lives.  They do not respond because they can’t.  It will take a spiritual miracle - the supernatural 

work of the Holy Spirit of God in their lives for them to “get it”.  That is why we often say that 

“without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish nothing”, and that is why we 

also contend that “prayer is the primary work of the people of God”.  I can preach, teach and 

evangelize until I am blue in the face and nothing very special is going to happen unless and until 



God supernaturally lifts the spiritual blindness, heals the spiritual deafness, and softens the hearts 

of my listeners. 

 

Hear me well, and know this old man is one of thousands who would and have said exactly the 

same thing, if I had my life and ministry to live all over again, I would preach fewer sermons, 

teach many less classes and spend a lot more time in prayer for the Spirit of God to bless my 

feeble efforts by opening eyes, unstopping ears, and softening hearts. 

 

Friends, even as Christians, fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ, we still need the Holy Spirit 

to help us to see and to understand.  Do you remember Paul’s amazing prayer in Ephesians 

chapter one?  “I pray also that the eyes of your hearts may be enlightened, in order that you may 

know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and 

His immeasurably great power for those who believe…”  Even as believers, we don’t really “get 

it” without some supernatural help! 

 

Did you notice, in verse 15 of chapter 29, that Moses says the covenant is not only for “those who 

are standing with us today in the presence of our God, but also with those who are not here 

today”?  Now maybe he meant the people who stayed home because they were sick or who were 

“out of town on business”, but I’m pretty sure he meant the ones who will follow - the ones who 

haven’t been born yet. That’s us!  The words of this book, the Bible, the blessings and the curses, 

are not just for the people to whom they were originally written and spoken, they are for us as 

well. 

 

There was an interesting comment in verses 19-21. Moses is talking about people who, as 

individuals, practice idolatry.  He basically says that even though the secret idolater hears the 

curses, he will think, “I’m still okay because even though I am doing this, I am part of Israel and 

God’s love for the nation will keep me safe.”  I want to tell you this morning that there are a lot of 

modern day “idolaters” in the church who are thinking exactly the same way.  Moses punches a 

huge hole in that balloon.  He says: “The Lord will single that one out for disaster”.   It was only a 

few weeks after Moses spoke these words that a man named Achan, who was tired of his forty-

year-old wardrobe, defied the ban on taking anything from Jericho.  He had to be thinking, “I 

know this is wrong, but I am just one man, and as a nation we did what God said.”  Well, Achan 

was singled out by God and all of the curses fell on him and upon his family.  Don’t ever deceive 

yourself like Achan.  God means what he says! 

 

Out time, as usual, is fading quickly, but I am sure that when you read chapter 30 it felt a little 

more like a prophecy than a general warning - especially the very first paragraph which talked 

about “when God disperses you among the nations” and “when God will gather you again from 

all the nations where he scattered you.” 

 

Now, I know that you will remember that a few chapters ago I said that there is a very definite 

connection between the Old Testament nation of Israel and the New Testament church.  I said 

that in many (but not all) ways the New Testament church is the same as the Old Testament 

Israel.  Israel was chosen by God to be a holy people - God’s people.  Well, then in the 

Testament, those very words are applied by Peter to the church.  

 

The connection is undeniable, but it is not an absolute connection because this 30
th
 chapter of 

Deuteronomy along with some other Old Testament passages we have already looked at in Isaiah, 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel, AND that amazing passage in Romans 9-11, ALL insist that God is not yet 

finished with the nation of Israel. 

 



Someday they will return en masse - in large numbers - to God.  Someday they will recognize 

Jesus as the promised Messiah.  Someday their spiritual eyes will be opened.  The scales will fall 

off and their hearts will be softened and the words that Moses spoke in chapter 30, which are 

picked up by Jeremiah in chapter 31 of his book, and by Ezekiel in chapter 36 of his book, will 

come true. 

 

The re-establishment of the nation of Israel in 1948 was a very great miracle. What other nation 

can you think of that went out of existence for 2,000 years and then came back into being again?  

That was a great miracle - and it is the platform for what will come next - but the re-establishment 

of the nation of Israel in the 20
th
 century is only the prelude for what is still to come when the Old 

Testament prophecies will be completely fulfilled, just as Jeremiah and Ezekiel said.  God is not 

finished yet with Israel, and while there are many ways in which the New Testament church is the 

“successor” to Israel, that identification is not total. 

 

There are some promises God still intends to keep for His chosen people.   

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 90, DAY 3  KNOW THE WORD      DEUTERONOMY 31-32:47 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Deuteronomy 31 and the first 47 verses of 

chapter 32.  Our time with Moses, and more importantly, his time with the children of Israel, is 

nearly ended now, and we stand right at the brink of the transfer of power and leadership from 

Moses, the lawgiver to Joshua, the son of Nun.  Chapter 31 has three distinct “scenes”. 

 

In the first scene, verses 1-16, Moses is still addressing the nation of Israel.  “I am now 120 years 

old and I am no longer able to lead you”.  I am very sure that Moses was growing tired and was 

weary of the heavy load of the mantle of leadership that he had worn for the last forty years, but 

the reason he was no longer able to lead them was not his age.  It was that by an act of 

disobedience, or should I say of incomplete obedience (because he had done what God told him 

to do, he just did not do it in the way that God had commanded) - by that disobedience he had 

disqualified himself and God told him that he would not be able to take the children of Israel into 

the Promised Land. 

 

I feel the need to stop here for just a moment to reflect upon this.  We have already discussed the 

fact that God’s punishment or discipline on Moses seems awfully hard when measured against his 

long career of humble and obedient servant leadership.  I have to tell you, it seems harsh to me 

too, but we are never wise enough to challenge the loving wisdom of God, who always 

disciplines His servants out of love and with a view toward completing the process of 

sanctification in their lives.  We therefore will debate this no longer but simply rest in those 

wonderful words we found on the lips of Abraham in the book of Genesis: “Shall not the judge of 

all the earth do right?” and with the words we read earlier this week in Deuteronomy 29:29: “The 

secret things belong to the Lord our God”.   

 

No, what I want for us to consider, just briefly, is the question of how many amazing blessings 

and opportunities you and I may have missed because of our own acts of outright disobedience or 

of incomplete obedience.  Even a dedicated and amazingly mature disciple like Moses missed a 

huge blessing that could have been his.  God still loved him - not one whit less after his sin than 

before it - but Moses lost an incredible privilege.  Forgiveness was granted, his fellowship with 

God was restored, almost as quickly as it had been lost, but there WAS a consequence to his sin.  

He lost the privilege of entering the Promised Land at the head of his people.   



Do you remember Mordecai’s words to Esther as she teetered on the edge of that tough decision 

of whether or not, at the risk of her own life, she would intercede with the king on behalf of her 

people?  “If you remain silent”, he said, “deliverance for God’s people will be raised up from 

some other place”- God’s work will still get done!  But you will lose the privilege of being his 

instrument. 

 

Here is the question that I have been weighing this morning. How many blessings and 

opportunities have I missed down through the years because I have been disobedient or because I 

have not completely obeyed what God told me to do?  As I speak these words to you I am 

profoundly grateful for God’s incredible patience with me, but I am also profoundly sad because I 

know I have missed out on a great many blessings and opportunities to be used by God.  Today I 

want to seize every opportunity to obey because I do not want to miss one single blessing that 

could be mine. 

 

The second scene of this chapter is in verses 7-13 as Moses summons Joshua to “introduce him” 

as the new leader, and to repeat to him what he has already told the nation of Israel. The gist of 

verses 1-6, the message of God to the whole nation, and the heart of 7-13, the message from God 

to Joshua delivered in the hearing of the people, is identical and it takes the form of a command 

and a promise. 

 

The command is: “Be strong and courageous - Fear not”, coupled with the ever present injunction 

to “do all that I have commanded you”, and the promise is, “the Lord your God goes with you. He 

will never leave you or forsake you.” Now we already know that speech very well because we 

have already read the book of Joshua, and we know that after the death of Moses, God repeated 

the message, almost verbatim to Joshua again. 

 

In one form or other, the echoes of these words are found in many other parts of the Bible and 

applied to many other people and contexts.  In fact, one of those contexts is the last 

communication from the lips of Jesus to the disciples just before his ascension into heaven: “Go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, and surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18ff).  I am certain that became 

Joshua’s life verse and the life verse and the lifeline of a huge company of Christians down 

through the ages as well. 

 

The third scene of chapter 31 covers verses 14-29 and the players here are Moses and Joshua as 

they meet with God privately at the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting. The children of Israel know 

what is going on because they see the cloud that bespeaks the Shekinah Glory, the very presence 

of God, hovering over the tent, but they are not privy to what is going on as Moses and Joshua 

hear directly from God.  It is just as well that they cannot hear, because here in no uncertain 

language God tells Moses and Joshua that Israel will “prostitute herself with other gods” and tells 

them to write down a song which they are to teach the nation to sing - a song which will become 

a testimony against themselves when all of the prophesied judgments begin to fall upon them.  

That song is of course, the song of Moses which we read in chapter 32.  It is a song for a 

“rebellious and stiff-necked people” - an expression used over and over again throughout the Old 

Testament to describe the rebellious Israelite nation. 

 

I am fascinated by the fact that Moses was directed to put the charges into a song (which by the 

way could not have been a very pleasant song to sing).  It speaks to the incredible power of 

music.  When words become lyrics that we sing, our ability to remember them is magnified in an 

exponential way.  We have already spoken to this several times, but I long ago discovered that I 



remember Scripture much better when it is set to music.  No wonder we are enjoined by the 

apostle Paul to sing to one another in songs and hymns and spiritual songs. 

 

I am sure that you noted that God is referred to over and over again as “the Rock” (though one 

time that expression is used to describe the gods worshipped by the nations around Israel).  It has 

been a long time since I encouraged you to record another name for God in your notes, but if you 

have not yet captured this one, it would be good to make a note of it now. 

 

Like much of the poetry in the Old Testament, this song is filled with expressions that any 

translator would find very challenging.  In fact, there are at least fourteen “hapaxlegommena” - 

words that appear only once in the Hebrew Bible, in this passage.  For that reason, in this passage, 

or in any poetic passage, it would be a very good idea to compare two or three different 

translations to be sure that you are getting a good “feel” for what is actually being said. 

 

The utter rejection of “Jeshurun” (another name for Israel - it means the ‘upright one’) is harshly 

underscored here.  God says He will “hide his face” from Israel.  They made him “jealous by 

what is no god”. He will heap “calamities” on them, send famine and pestilence and plague, make 

them prey to the wild beasts and poisonous vipers, send the terrors of war among them and scatter 

them among the nations!  WOW! 

 

He even says that He would have blotted out their memory from mankind, but did not go to that 

extremity “lest they misunderstand and say ‘our hands have triumphed, the Lord has not done all 

this.’ “  That, coupled with verse 39 which says, “See now, that I myself am He, there is no god 

besides me”, gives us the key we need to understand God’s dealings both with the nation of Israel 

and the nations of the world.  He moves and acts to display His glory and make His name great.  

God will always move to protect His own reputation. 

 

From another point of view, verse 15 of chapter 32 contains the key to Israel’s history and 

provides a powerful warning for us. “Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food he became 

heavy and sleek.  He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior.”  It is 

poetry to be sure, but it reminds me of that powerfully worded passage in Romans 1 that begins 

by noting that the men who are finally given over by God to total depravity began their long 

destructive slide by forgetting to be thankful.  If I am right, then there is an important warning 

here for us of what will happen if we take our eyes off the Giver and focus instead upon the gifts. 

 

As we conclude our time together this morning, I cannot help but think that Moses’ final meeting 

with the people of Israel feels a bit like that passage in Acts 20 when Paul summoned the elders 

of the church at Ephesus to meet him in Miletus before he sailed for Jerusalem.  He knew he 

would never see them again and because of that there is amazing passion in his words - words 

which contain some interesting parallels because Paul also warns his congregation of a coming 

departure from the faith. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow.   

 

  



WEEK 90, DAY 4        KNOW THE WORD      DEUTERONOMY 32:48- 34:12, PSALM 90 

 
Good morning. This is pastor Soper.  Today we began our reading in verse 48 of Deuteronomy 32 

and finished this great book of the Bible.  We also read Psalm 90, a Psalm written by Moses the 

mighty man of God! 

 

Now, the very first thing that I want for us to see together today is that in verse 1 of chapter 33 - 

the chapter containing Moses’ blessings on the tribes, he is described (presumably by someone 

other than himself - either Joshua, or whoever God used to write the end of the book describing 

his death), as “Moses the man of God”. 

 

This is the first time that expression is ever used in the Bible, but it is used again by Joshua in 

chapter 14 of his book to describe Moses, and the superscription or title of Psalm 90 also 

identifies him as “Moses, the man of God.”   I don’t know what kind of epitaph you are looking 

forward to, but I would be very content to get to the end of my days and be described by whoever 

makes the final notation to my story as “John, the man of God.”  Brief, but powerful. 

 

I mention this because so many of the stories of major characters in Scripture and in history do 

not finish so well.  David did not, and neither did any of the other kings of Israel.  Moses wasn’t 

perfect, and yes, because of one temper tantrum, he missed out on actually entering the Promised 

Land, but he finished well and at the end he was buried by the hand of God Himself in an 

unmarked tomb on the top of Mt. Nebo. 

 

It is my sincere prayer as we near the conclusion of the ninetieth week of our journey through the 

Bible, that your relationship to Christ, and your now-strong commitment to His Word, will enable 

you to “finish well”.  Remember that powerful verse from the 119
th
 Psalm.  “I have hidden your 

word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”   Remember also Jesus’ promise in John 15: 

“If you abide in my and my words abide in you, you will bear much fruit.” 

 

So Moses is the first person in Scripture ever to be called a man of God.  Later on, in 1 Samuel, 

the expression will also be used of others who were the “prophets” of God. 

 

You are aware, I am sure, that “blessings” were handed down by fathers to sons at the time of a 

patriarch’s death.  We have no record of what happened in Moses’ own family, and we are 

therefore ignorant of even whether or not his own children were still alive, but Moses has become 

the patriarch of the whole nation, and accordingly he “blesses” the tribes at his passing, just as 

Jacob had blessed his sons at his own death.  There are some expected parallels between the two 

sets of blessings - and some very obvious differences. 

 

The first difference that you may have noted comes in the form of a rather glaring omission.  The 

name of Simeon is completely absent.  The tribe is missing completely.  Now, if you think hard, 

you will figure it out.  The reason is buried in your reading of the Book of Genesis - in Genesis 34 

to be specific.  That is the chapter that contains the sad story of Dinah, the daughter of Jacob who 

was raped in the city of Shechem.  Do you remember now?  The Shechemites are upset about 

what has happened.  There is an arranged marriage and a proposed “merger” of the families of 

Shechem into Israel.  The men of Shechem voluntarily agree to be circumcised and while they are 

recovering from “minor surgery”, Dinah’s brothers Simeon and Levi take up the sword and out of 

revenge, they kill all the men of Shechem. 

 

Jacob never forgave his two sons for that, and, as a result, on his deathbed, instead of a blessing, 

they got a curse.  “Cursed be their anger so fierce and their fury so cruel.  I will scatter them in 



Jacob and disperse them in Israel.”  We will deal with Levi in a moment, but Simeon’s omission 

here in Moses’ blessings is a direct result of Jacob’s curse, and in all probability a reflection on 

the fact that by now, almost 500 years later, the reality is that the tribe of Simeon, though not 

extinct is already greatly reduced in numbers and beginning to disappear as it is assimilated into 

the other tribes.  It is becoming the first “lost tribe” of Israel. 

 

Now, since we have already mentioned Levi, we will deal with that tribe next.  Closely associated 

with Simeon, Jacob placed the same ‘curse’ of dispersion on Levi and Levi also does not get an 

inheritance like the other tribes.  But, in the time of Moses, right after the golden calf apostasy at 

Mt. Sinai, when Moses calls for volunteers to take up the sword in defense of the name of 

Jehovah, the men of Levi responded (Ex. 32).  They became the avengers of God’s holiness, even 

striking down their own clan and kin who had dishonored the name of God, and for that action 

they are “redeemed”.  While they lose out on a territorial allotment, they are made to be the tribe 

that is set apart for the service of the Tabernacle, and their shame is replaced with honor. 

 

That honor is reflected by a rather extensive blessing from Moses to replace the old curse of 

Jacob.  Throughout the wilderness wanderings - at Massah and Meribah when the nation of Israel 

murmured - the Levites had stood with Moses, so they receive a blessing, which notes for them 

the three principal duties assigned to them:   

1. They were to be responsible for the thummim and the urim by which the Lord’s will was made 

known to the people in matters where decisions were difficult to make   

2. They were to have an educational role in teaching the Israelites the law of God   

3. They were to be responsible for Israel’s formal system of worship.  (Craigie; Book of 

Deuteronomy; New International Commentary of the Old Testament; p.396) 

 

Moses’ other tribal blessings do not present us with any real surprises when they are laid over 

against those given by Jacob at the end of the Book of Genesis, though Judah, which is so 

prominent in the Genesis passage, receives only “normal” attention in this one. 

 

The postscript - chapter 34, which as we have already noted must have come from the hand of 

Joshua, or some later editor, tells us three important things.  First, it tells us that Moses’ health - 

his eyesight and his physical strength was unabated at the time of his death.  He had been 

supernaturally sustained by God to do his task until his task was finished.  Moses did not die of 

old age.  He died of “finished task”.  That’s the way I would like to go as well. 

 

Second, the postscript tells us that Moses was unique.  Did you read verse ten of chapter 34?  

“Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew ‘face to face’, who 

did all these miraculous signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do in Egypt - to Pharaoh and to 

all his officials and to his whole land.  For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed 

the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.” 

 

No one that is, until the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who WAS greater than Moses.  I cannot stop 

here without calling to your minds the words of the third chapter of the Book of Hebrews. 

“Therefore, holy brothers who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the 

Apostle and the high priest whom we confess.  He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just 

as Moses was faithful with God’s house.  Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than 

Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself…Moses was faithful 

as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future.  But Christ is 

faithful as a Son over God’s house.  And we are His house if we hold on to our courage and the 

hope in which we boast.”  (He. 3:1-6) 

 



The third thing I want to point out from chapter 33 is that Moses commissioned Joshua by the 

laying on of hands and it says “Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom 

because Moses had laid his hands on him.”  This practice, so prevalent throughout both the Old 

and New Testaments, is one that we still do and should maintain today. 

 

We have a few moments left to us this morning and I want to use them in the consideration of 

Psalm 90 - “a prayer of Moses the man of God”.  When you read Psalm 90 with a knowledge that 

it is a product of the thought and prayer life of Moses, you can almost taste the dust of the Sinai 

desert.  I can hear the moan at the end of verse 9, “All our days pass away under your wrath.  We 

finish our years with a moan.” 

 

This Psalm absolutely “fits” the experience of Israel and of Moses in the wilderness.  It reflects 

the sense of transience that they must have felt as a generation condemned to wander themselves 

to death in the wilderness.  “ We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your 

indignation…Relent O Lord, How long will it be?  Have compassion on your servants.” 

 

I have often read this Psalm at funeral services because it focuses on the frailty of our lives as 

human beings - like the new grass of the morning which withers by the evening, and it calls us to 

a very important perspective:  “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 90, DAY 5  KNOW THE WORD             PSALM 104, 108 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper speaking. Today we read two wonderful Psalms, Psalms 104 

and 108 and I am very sure that as we talk together about these hymns of Ancient Israel we will 

be both edified and challenged. 

 

These 2 Psalms are very different both in the way in which they are constructed, and the purposes 

they served. Let’s have a look. 

 

Of all the hymns written and sung in the 20
th
 Century, this one may be the most loved: “O Lord 

my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, I see the 

stars. I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed. (Are you singing 

yet!)? Then sings my soul, my savior God to Thee, How Great Thou Art, How Great Thou Art. 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, How Great Thou Art, How Great Thou Art!” That 

hymn which was popularized by the Billy Graham Crusades in the last half of the 20
th
 Century 

has the very same effect upon modern believers as the 104
th
 Psalm did upon the faithful of 

Ancient Israel. By directing our attention to the grandeur of the created world, with all of its 

wonder and diversity and intricacy, it points beyond the effects to the cause - the Creator Himself 

- and it evokes from every thoughtful observer a uniform and awe-filled response: “Praise the 

Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord!” 

 

The words which begin and end the more well-known 103
rd

, which is said to be a Psalm of David, 

also begin and end the 104
th
, which in our Bible is not attributed to any author but which could 

well be a product of the pen of the beloved shepherd king. 

 

I want to stop here for a moment or two to remind us that one of the proper functions of any 

consideration of the beauty and grandeur of the world in which we live is to direct our attention –

and more particularly, our worship - toward the one who is the author of creation. We have been 



reminded of that over and over again in Scripture. On the very first day of our Know the Word 

journey we read Genesis 1- the account of the creation of the universe, and Psalm 19 - which 

considers the vastness of creation beginning with these words: “The heavens declare the glory of 

God.” 

Remember the remarkable passage we read at the end of the book of Job where God says, ‘Hey 

Job  - Where were you when I laid the Earth’s foundations?...Who shut up the sea behind its 

doors - fixed its limits, and said to the proud waves you can come this far but no further…can you 

bind the beautiful Pleiades or loose the cords of Orion? Can you bring forth the constellations of 

stars? Hey Job, I did that - that’s how powerful I am… How about the birds and the animals - 

who do you think feeds them and who designed them and gave them their beauty and versatility 

and strength. Have you ever checked out an eagle - pretty amazing, huh? Job, do you really think 

that I don’t know what I am doing here? Look around you man and think about it!!’ 

  

You see, what Psalm 104 and so many other passages of Scripture do for us is to invite us to 

simply look at the grandeur of creation and ask the obvious question: If God made all of this - 

what does it tell me about Him? Once a day, at least, we ought to develop the habit of doing just 

that. Sometime today just stop whatever you are doing and look up. If you are working today in 

an office building move to the window. Look out and look up and just remind yourself of how big 

the world is, how beautiful it is, how diverse, how intricate, how amazing. Then remember that 

your God made it all just by thinking it and speaking. “God spoke and worlds came into being”. 

Then remind yourself that this planet is just one tiny speck in a universe so big that no human 

being has yet conceived of it, and that God made that universe the same way. He spoke and it 

was!! Then remember that for some strange reason (our word for the mystery is grace) He decides 

to love you. I guarantee that the next words out of your mouth will be, “Praise the Lord, O my 

soul. Praise the Lord!” 

  

Do you remember all the way back to Day one of Week one? We noticed then that there was an 

order in God’s creation. On day one he made the light and on day 4 he made the light bearers - 

the sun, stars/ On day 2 He divided the firmament making the sky and the oceans and on day 5 He 

filled the sky and the sea with living things/ On Day 3 He set the limits of the sea and called forth 

dry ground and on day 6 he made the animals and lastly man. Well, Ps 104 is built around that 6-

day creation pattern. Days one and two of creation are the framework for 2-6 – the creation of 

light and separation of the sky above and water beneath. Then in verse 7 He gets to day 3 and the 

creation of dry ground - terra firma  - and the vegetation, the fruit that the Earth produces to 

sustain life. In verse 19, the light bearers made by God on day 4 – the sun and the moon get a 

mention - do you see the pattern? It is worth noticing, I think, because it provides us with one 

more example of the fact that if the Word of God is really the atmosphere in which we live and 

breathe; it becomes for us, as it gradually was for the Psalmist, the grid by which we process, or 

the lens thru which we view everything else that we encounter in our lives. 

  

When we get to that point (and that is what Know the Word is helping us do) then we will have 

achieved the goal of Romans 12:1 – our minds will have been “transformed” by the Word of God 

and we will be “taking every thought captive to Christ.” We are not there yet - maybe we’re not 

even close, but we are moving in that direction - that’s the goal. 

  

There is just one more thing that I want to quickly note about Psalm 104. It is the section from 

verse 27-30. After thinking about the donkeys and the cattle and the birds and lions and the 

“leviathan”, he says, ‘they all look to You - You feed them, if You hide your face they’re 

terrified, when You take away their breath, they die - they are all completely and utterly 

dependent on You! - So are we!’ - “In Him we live and move and have our being!” 

  



Psalm 108 - also a Psalm of David - is a different kind of Psalm from 104. This one starts as a 

hymn of praise - one that you probably already know very well because we sing it often enough: 

(sing) “I will sing praise to you - O Lord among the nations. I will sing praises to you among the 

peoples; for your steadfast love is great - it is great to the heavens, and your faithfulness - your 

faithfulness to the skies - Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the 

Earth - Be exalted, O God, above the heavens and your glory, and your glory, and your glory over 

all the Earth.” 

  

Praise - but then a plea – “Lord, we need help. Save us and help us with your right hand. We need 

help with our enemies and with God we can win the victory- Help us Lord!” 

 

If the psalm sounds familiar it is not only because you know the chorus we just sang, but also 

because you have read it before. It is made up of 2 earlier psalms of David. The 1
st
 part, the song 

of worship, comes from Psalm 57 and the 2
nd

 part, which quotes a promise of God and turns it 

into a prayer for victory, comes from Psalm 60 – not verbatim, but very nearly. Apparently even 

King David repeated himself sometimes, and when he found a great song or prayer he felt free to 

use it again (that by the way is a great comfort to a preacher who has been known to tell the same 

story in more than one sermon!) 

 

More importantly – one of the things we have learned before about prayer is once again 

illustrated for us here in Psalm 108. Some of the most powerful prayers in Scripture and in the 

history of the people of God have used the pattern of “pleading the promises.” You remember, I 

know, because we have spoken of it so often. Well, listen again to verse 7. “God has spoken from 

his sanctuary -‘In triumph I will parcel out Shechem & measure off the valley of Succoth. - 

Gilead is mine - Manasseh is mine…Moab is my washbasin, upon Edom I will toss my sandal - 

over Philistine I shout in triumph.’”- These are the words of an old prophecy - a footnote in my 

Study Bible says that may have been part of the “Book of the Wars of the Lord” which is 

mentioned in the Book of Numbers, but did not make it into our Old Testament. We can’t be sure 

- but wherever the prophecy came from, David had access to it and it was something God had 

promised, so as he faces a fresh challenge - yet another battle with the Philistines, he says, “God 

you promised this and I want to claim your promise.” You said it so I claim it - that always makes 

for powerful praying! 

  

Our time this morning is already gone, but as you go to prayer today about the challenges that are 

facing you, don’t forget to plead the promises! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 


