
WEEK 89, DAY 1  KNOW THE WORD          DEUTERONOMY 12, 13 and 14 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 89 of Know the Word. Today we read 

Deuteronomy chapters 12 through 14 and I will readily admit that this is not my favorite part of 

the Book of Deuteronomy! We did not read one of the great chapters of the Bible today and I 

cannot remember even one hymn or spiritual song that I love to sing which is based upon these 

chapters! 

 

Having said all of that, we have long ago learned the verse in 2 Timothy 3 that says, “All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 

righteousness” is really true - so there is value here for us! 

 

We are still midway through Moses’ second farewell sermon. The first part, which we finished 

reading on Friday, contained the general admonitions to the nation - reminding them to walk in 

the fear of the Lord and organizing his injunctions around the themes of remember, obey and 

teach. There was a great deal in that section both to challenge and to inspire us as we continue in 

our own walk of faith. Now, in Chapter 12, Moses turns to a number of very specific issues that 

do not apply as easily to those of us who follow Christ in a very different time and setting. 

 

Israel, as we have already learned, was a theocracy, not a monarchy, and certainly not a republic 

or democracy. She did not have, or need, a king because God was her king and from Him, and 

from Him alone, all authority flowed. We, living in one of the great democratic republics of the 

21
st
 century, do not have any ability or authority to do some of the things that God, through 

Moses, told the people of Israel to do in the chapters that we read this morning. So we are going 

to have to do some careful thinking to figure out how all of this applies to our situation. 

 

Now, the major theme of Chapter 12 is pretty easy to grasp. As Israel moved into the Promised 

Land - notice that God describes it as their “rest” - the command of God is very clear: “Destroy 

every vestige of the religions and the religious practices of the Canaanites, because if you do not 

do this, those beliefs and practices will creep into your worship of Me and pollute your faith and 

ultimately destroy your nation. Get rid of their high places, burn their idols, destroy every 

memory of their ways. And, centralize your worship on the place where I will choose to have My 

name dwell.” Notice, Israel did not get to choose individually or corporately where that place 

would be.  God would choose it and then all of their sacrifices and all of their worship to Him 

would focus on that place where He would put His name. 

 

In light of what you and I have learned about the subsequent history of the nation of Israel, about 

how hard it was for them to keep the first commandment, and about how easy it was for them to 

‘adopt’ the religions and the sins of the nations around them, it is not difficult for us to understand 

why God was so adamant about all of this. 

 

The insistence that all worship had to be in one place certainly is intended to create a contrast to 

the Canaanites who worshiped on “every high hill,” but in conjunction with the established 

sacrificial system God had already given them and the priesthood and the Ark, (constructed, as 

you will remember from our studies in Exodus, in accordance with extremely detailed plans given 

to Moses by God Himself), we can only conclude that God was once again emphasizing this 

simple but profound truth: ‘When you worship Me, you must do it in the way that I prescribe, not 

in any way you might choose.’ 

 

I know that we have talked about this several times before, but it is so critical - and perhaps even  

more so for those of us who find ourselves living in a very ‘pluralistic’ world. For thousands of 



years now, men and women have been trying, in a thousand different ways, to build their own 

‘bridges’ back to God. When sin entered our human existence, ‘falleness’ became our condition - 

our relationship with God was broken! We want it back, and so man is an incurably religious 

creature. But the whole message of this Bible we have almost finished reading together is we can 

never succeed in building that bridge by our own efforts and the only way for the relationship that 

was broken to be restored is for us to stop inventing our own solutions and accept the solution He 

proposes - in short, to do it His way, not ours! 

 

The Old Testament sacrificial system points, as we have so often seen, straight to the cross of 

Christ and straight to the one and only way in which sinful humanity can ever be reconciled to the 

Creator God - His way! 

 

Okay. Here is the point. We cannot go out into the highways and byways, smashing religious 

altars and burning temples and places of worship. We cannot raze Hindu temples; we must not 

burn Moslem mosques. We can’t legislate the cults out of existence and we probably should not 

picket in front of their doors. But, as the people of God in a non-theocratic society, we are every 

bit as obligated as were the ancient Israelites to guard against the intrusion of man-made 

‘pollutants’ into our worship of God. 

 

From our study of the Book of Hebrews, we know that the death of Christ was the “once forever” 

sacrifice that eliminates the need for the sacrifices of the Old Testament, and even the need for 

the Temple itself and all of the other pieces of the priesthood and priestly code. We no longer 

need to worship in one central place - “Wherever two or three are gathered in My name, there I 

am in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) But we still must worship only in the way that God 

has prescribed, through the One that now and forever has become the Great High Priest. Our 

access to God is only through the shed blood and finished work of Christ who said, “I am the 

way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except by Me.” (John 14:6) 

 

In the pluralistic world of the 21
st
 century, we still believe (arrogant though it may sound) that 

“there is one mediator between God and man - the man Christ Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5) and that 

“salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which 

we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) Friends, Christianity is a very narrow, exclusivistic religion. We 

will be called bigots by many. We will be ridiculed by others. We will seem arrogant in the 

extreme and stubborn beyond all measure. But we must not be moved from this conviction. 

Christianity cannot be watered down to be made more inclusive. It can not accommodate 

‘alternative’ views. Just as God demanded that the children of Israel drive out all opposing views, 

we who cannot drive them out must keep them from seeping in! And that might even be a harder 

task! Remember. Obey. And, dear people, teach your children well! 

 

I have taken nearly all of our time to unleash a rather passionate diatribe this morning. I hope that 

you will both understand and (if necessary) forgive my passion. 

 

There are, however, just a few more thoughts that I would like to share with you before we finish 

our time together today. The emphasis in Chapter 13 moves away from the form of Israel’s 

religion and the location of the place of worship, but the focus is still squarely upon God’s desire 

to preserve its purity. There will be prophets, Moses says, who will try to draw you away from 

the worship of the Lord to other gods. Don’t listen to them - not even if they perform miracles. 

And if a loved one - a family member, a spouse or a beloved child - seeks to draw you away from 

the worship of the Lord, do not listen to them either. In fact, it was the obligation of an Israelite 

not only to turn away but to stone them! 

 



And if a town or village turns away to worship another god - investigate carefully - but if it is 

true, then destroy it utterly. (That injunction accounts for the curious story we read at the very end 

of Joshua when a misunderstanding nearly launched a civil war because the people mistakenly 

believed that this had happened!) 

 

We have already discussed the dietary laws which came up again in Chapter 14, so all I have to 

do here is remind you that on the strength of Peter’s vision at the house of Simon the Tanner (we 

read about that in Acts Chapter 10) and the decision made at the Jerusalem Council (that was 

Acts 15) these Old Testament dietary laws imposed upon the people of Moses are seen as fulfilled 

completely and have not been made obligatory for those of us who follow Jesus outside the range 

of the Jewish faith. 

 

One final note on the regulations regarding tithing - some rabbis have discerned in Chapters 12-

14 three different tithes: One for the priests and Levites, one for the communal meal celebrated 

before the presence of the Lord, and a one taken every third year and kept locally to support the 

Levites, the widows and orphans, and the stranger. I am pretty sure that there was only one tithe 

taken to the place of worship (or if you lived too far away - exchanged for money which was then 

taken to the priests) and from that one tithe the priests and Levites, widows and orphans were 

cared for. A portion was returned to the worshiper for his communal feast. Every third year, the 

priests’ portion remained in the local place. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk to you again tomorrow.   

 

WEEK 89, DAY 2              DEUTERONOMY 15, 16 and 17 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today your read Deuteronomy 15 - 17 and if a portion of 

Chapter 15 seemed a bit familiar to you, it is because you already read verses 12-15 when we 

covered a very similar passage about releasing Hebrew slaves in the seventh year. (That, by the 

way, was in Exodus Chapter 21). 

 

Now, the very first thing that got my attention today was the fact that if Israel had completely 

followed the commandments of the Lord, there would have been no poor people - no poverty - in 

Israel! 

 

Did you notice that? The beginning of Chapter 15 makes provision for making loans to poor 

people and says that in “the year for cancelling debts” such loans must be left uncollected or 

canceled, but right in the middle of those instructions, while acknowledging in verse 11 that 

“there will always be poor people in the land”, Moses says ‘it shouldn’t be that way!’ “There 

should be no poor among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess as your 

inheritance, He will richly bless you!” So, why the poor people?  - Because the promise was 

conditional! “He will richly bless you if only you fully obey the Lord your God and are careful to 

follow all of these commandments.” 

 

“You will lend to many nations and borrow from none” - so in Old Testament Israel there really 

was a ‘prosperity’ gospel, but it was contingent upon obedience. The general principle is pretty 

clear. If we obey the commands of God, we can expect the blessing of God! 

 

The clear teaching of the New Testament ‘fits’ very well with what Moses told the Old Testament 

saints. Be generous, especially to the poor, and you will be blessed by God for your generosity. It 

is always worth remembering that if we respond with generosity toward those in need, it will not 



go either unnoticed or unrewarded. God sees. God knows. And we can always expect His 

blessing! 

 

The rule about forgiving debts every seven years provided a very effective way of breaking the 

grinding cycle of poverty that in so many societies ensnares families in destitution for generation 

after generation. In ancient Israel, such a thing was much less likely to occur because of this 

simple mechanism. This social structure kept the gulf between the rich and the poor from growing 

ever wider. 

 

Of course, in years 5 and 6 - when the forgiveness was fast approaching - the temptation would 

be very strong for the wealthy to decide not to lend to the poor because they might have to 

forgive the unpaid portion of the loan. It is for that reason that Moses includes a strong warning: 

‘If you do that, the poor man will have occasion to “appeal to the Lord” against you!’ 

 

And of course, when the question of a motive for all this generosity comes up, it is answered with 

Moses’ favorite word in Deuteronomy - “Remember” - “You were slaves in Egypt and the Lord 

your God redeemed you.”  You have to be generous toward others simply because God has been 

so generous and giving toward you! 

 

A parable that Jesus told in the New Testament comes very quickly to mind here - do you 

remember it? A man owed a very great debt to his master and could not pay it. The master, with 

great grace, forgave the entire debt, but upon his release, the man who had just been forgiven 

encountered someone who owed him just a little bit. And instead of passing on the generosity, he 

had his debtor thrown in prison. When word of that mean-spirited action went back to the great 

master who had been so forgiving, he reversed his action and the man who had experienced 

generosity but would not extend it, found himself being thrown in jail! 

 

Because God has so richly blessed us, we are obligated to be generous toward others. 

 

Much that is found in our reading today is also found in other portions of the Pentateuch (that, 

you will remember, is the Hebrew name for the five books of Moses) - the regulations and 

ceremony for allowing a freed slave to voluntarily choose to remain in the service of his master, 

and the regulations concerning the first born animals which were to be sacrificed to the Lord 

unless they had some defect, and the regulations attached to the three feasts of Passover, Weeks 

and Tabernacle. 

 

The one different thing you may have noticed here is that now the Israelites were moving into the 

Land of Promise, these feasts had to be celebrated in a centralized location - at the “place” God 

will “choose as a dwelling for His name.” That expression occurs repeatedly, probably as a 

safeguard against the danger of Israel adopting the degraded practices of the Canaanite’s 

religions, but also as a way to keep them from excessive individualism, and to bind them together 

in a corporate worship. 

 

May I stop here for just a moment to observe that while there has always been a temptation to 

“privatize” our worship of God and conclude that there is no real need to engage in honoring God 

in the company of other believers, that temptation is probably even greater today in our “wired 

up, virtual” world which allows us to listen to sermons, give our tithes, and participate in an 

“online” worship experience without ever interacting with other people! There is a reason that the 

writers of Hebrews told us to “not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.” Worship for the 

community of faith is a corporate activity!! 

 



If you noticed that only some of Israel’s prescribed feasts are mentioned here, it is because these 

were the three feasts that everyone had to go to the central site of the Tabernacle to celebrate. 

 

The penalty of death by stoning for the one who perverts the nation by worshiping other gods did 

not surprise anyone, I am sure. But the exact same punishment for what in today’s parlance we 

would call “contempt of court” might have taken you off-guard! The reason given got my 

attention - so that “all people will hear and be afraid, and will not be contemptuous again.”  Our 

society may not believe that capital punishment is an effective deterrent to civil disorder, but 

apparently Moses had a different view. 

 

Now, by far the most interesting part of what we read today for me, was the section relating to the 

regulations for kings. This is for several reasons: 

 

First, there is no parallel anywhere else in the Mosaic Code. This information is absolutely unique 

to the Book of Deuteronomy. 

 

Next, because it is so unexpected.  The plan for Israel that God gave through Moses was for there 

to be a “theocracy” in which the only king was God Himself.  There wasn’t supposed to be an 

earthly king! And yet here, prophetically, Moses is basically saying, “God knows you are going 

to want a king just like all the other nations. It won’t be good for you - you’ll live to regret it, but 

God will, in the end, allow you to have your way. Just know this, a king should not accumulate 

horses (because then he will rely on his own strength in battle) and a king should not accumulate 

wives (because they will draw his heart away from God), and a king should not accumulate gold 

(because it will make him proud and delude him into thinking he is “great”). 

 

Now, which king can you think of who majored in horses, wives, and gold?  Yes, that would be 

Solomon - the world’s wisest disaster. This really is an amazing passage! And Solomon, who 

would have had his own copy of Moses’ Law, and who we know spent time in the study of it, just 

plain ignored the clear warning of that book and sowed the seeds of Israel’s destruction because 

of it!! 

 

Brilliant, wise, and fatally foolish - remember the core value that says, “Knowing and obeying 

God’s Word is fundamental to all true success.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 89, DAY 3           DEUTERONOMY 18, 19, 20 and 21 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Deuteronomy 18 through 21. You will 

remember that yesterday we read a somewhat surprising set of regulations for kings in Israel. It 

was surprising because at the point at which God gave Israel those instructions through Moses, 

Israel had never had a king. It was theocracy. Jehovah God was their king! 

 

From another point of view, however, these instructions are not so surprising because, in His 

omniscience, God knew that one day His people would clamor for an earthly king. So, some 

guidelines are in order. 

 

Today’s reading began with some brief additional principles to govern the priesthood - already 

carefully covered in the books of Exodus and Leviticus, and then a section about another office - 

that of the prophet. Now, while God’s “best” for Israel was that they should need no earthly king, 

it is important for us to understand that He always intended to lead His people through three 



distinct “offices” and they were prophet, priest, and king. What we read this morning includes the 

first extended discussion of what a prophet would be and do, and taken together with what we 

read yesterday, all three offices come together here in one spot for the first time in Scripture; in 

one spot, but not in one person because, as you will remember from what we have previously 

learned, no human being, apart from the Messiah, Jesus Christ, would ever hold all three offices. 

Melchizedek, the mysterious King of Salem, was a king and a priest (and therefore a ‘type’ of 

Christ) but there is no indication that he was a prophet. David, the sweet singer of Israel, was a 

king and a prophet, but he was not a priest. Samuel was a prophet who also functioned as a priest. 

But he was not a king. Only in Jesus, who is our prophet, priest, and king, do all three offices 

come together. 

 

What we are told here about priests is not new to us. Because they have no allotment like the 

other tribes - the Lord Himself was their inheritance - they are to be given a portion of the 

offerings that are brought by the Israelites to the Tabernacle and on these offerings of meat and 

grain and oil they are to live. (I probably should alert you to the fact that the language here 

concerning which parts of the sacrificial animals the Levites get is slightly different than what we 

were told in previous passages relating to burnt offerings, but do not get distressed about that 

because, in this passage, Moses doesn’t tell us which offerings are in view. This is meant to be a 

general summary. 

 

The one new thing regarding the Levites is that we are told that if a Levite decides to physically 

move from another part of Israel to the “place the Lord will choose” - the place where the 

tabernacle and the Ark are located - he is to be given equal access to the ministry related to the 

Ark and the Tabernacle as befits his rule. (Remember, not all Levites were priests per se.) This is 

new information in Deuteronomy because they are now getting ready to settle into the Promised 

Land. This will require some new practices and rules. 

 

This instruction regarding priests is immediately followed by yet another warning to Israel to not 

adopt the “detestable practices” of the Canaanites, but the focus here is a bit different in that the 

sexual perversions so prominent in other warnings are not the focus. Here it is the ‘magical’ and 

the ‘occult’ practices of Canaanite religion that are in view, and the footnote in my New 

International Study Bible says that “what follows is the most complete list of magical or spiritistic 

arts in the Old Testament…” All of these banned practices were related to the Canaanites’ 

attempts to either gain favor with their gods or to get information and guidance from their deities 

about the future, and one can almost hear the wheels turning in the Israelites’ brains” ‘Okay, then 

how will we get that kind of guidance from the Lord Jehovah?’ 

 

And that, of course, is where the office of “prophet” comes in. At Sinai (Horeb), Moses reminds 

them, “you were so afraid of the presence and the voice of God that you begged for Him not to 

speak directly to you, but to speak to me instead as His intermediary, so when I am gone, God 

will raise up another like me - a prophet - and you must listen to him.” That, in essence, is the 

heart of the prophetic office - a person listens to God and then tells the people what God has said, 

and remember also, that we have learned that it is not always about future events, though that is 

what we read and think about first. It is just as often, perhaps even more often, about simply 

relaying the heart and words of God about the sins and waywardness of His people - coupled 

most of the time with an earnest plea for repentance and a warning about what will happen if 

repentance does not follow. 

 

I know you noticed both the ‘test’ for a real prophet and the penalty attached to speaking falsely 

in the name of God. As I am writing these words, I am thinking about a rather well know radio 

preacher who recently proclaimed that he knew the date for Christ’s return. His “prophecy” 



caused quite a stir in both the church and secular communities and, of course, the date came and 

went with no sign of Christ and His angelic host in the sky. This is the second or third time that 

this modern prophet made his claim and I suppose he is currently, to use the words of my mobile 

GPS system, “recalculating.” It is a good thing for him that we do not live in an Old Testament 

theocracy, but at bare minimum the last sentence of chapter 18 applies: “That prophet has spoken 

presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.” While this reference to a “prophet like Moses” is often 

seen as an oblique reference to Jesus, who would be described as “one greater than Moses”, I 

think it is safer to see Deuteronomy 18 as a more general reference to the prophetic office and to 

his more immediate successor, Joshua. 

 

There is, in Chapter 19, a brief passage dealing with the cities of refuge, and this, like the 

additional instructions regarding Levites, is necessary because of the imminent transition of 

Israel’s settlement in the Promised Land. Three cities were already in place on the east side of the 

Jordan River. Three more will need to be established when the nation takes possession of Canaan 

and if, through future conquests and acquisitions, Israel’s territory is extended further to the east, 

provision is made for them to build yet another three cities of refuge. That expansion which might 

be granted them by God, is contingent upon their obedience. Did you notice verses 8 and 9? - “If 

God “gives you the whole land He promised your forefathers because you carefully follow all 

these laws I command you today - to love the Lord your God and to walk in His ways.” For one 

brief and shining moment under the godly leadership of David and extending into Solomon’s 

reign, the extent of Israel’s rule was expanded, but the glory soon passed and the additional cities 

of refuge were never built. Still, it will do us well to note the very consistent Biblical principle 

that when we are careful to obey, God is always consistent to bless and many of His choicest 

blessings go unclaimed precisely because we fail to completely obey His commands to us. 

I found the passage in Chapter 21 regarding the responsibility of civic leaders to make some 

public acts of atonement for unsolved murders committed in or near their towns to be interesting. 

And, the penalty for being a rebellious  - that got my attention as well. God takes the issue of 

obedience - even to our earthly parents - very seriously. If disobedience and rebelliousness to our 

parents, who, like us, are both finite and fallen, is such a serious matter, think how serious it is to 

rebel against our heavenly Father, who is both infinite and holy! 

 

Once again, I found myself troubled by the seemingly tacit approval of such repugnant things as 

“taking captive wives by force,” the institution of slavery, the practice of polygamy, and the 

practice of what we call total war.  There are some “curbs” or “limits” imposed upon Israel with 

regard to some of these practices - boundaries to ‘limit the damage,’ as it were, and to provide 

some hope for the ones we would identify as “victims” here. One way to view some of this is as 

analogous to the Bible’s attitude toward divorce which we are told God tolerates (and limits) 

because of the “hardness of our hearts.” I will confess though that these “tolerances” still trouble 

me - I wish they were not there! 

 

At the end of Chapter 21 it says, “If a man is guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his 

body is hung on a tree, you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him 

that same day because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse.” That passage is very 

significant because it helps us to understand the confusion Jesus’ disciples must have felt as they 

watched Him die on a cross. How could the One they believed to be the Messiah be, at one and 

the same time, cursed by God? 

 

Our time is gone, but just let me note in passing that as I was reading today I noticed so many 

concepts, ideas, and phrases that are common in our language and culture which have their 

“roots” in this Old Testament passage, e.g., the idea that a conviction needs to be on the basis of 

two or three witnesses, the idea of a “double portion” inheritance, the practice of “washing your 



hands of a crime”, the phrase “and eye for and eye and a tooth for a tooth,” the whole concept of 

“manslaughter” as opposed to murder and the phrase “show no mercy.” Every man, woman and 

child in our western culture regularly uses ideas and words that are drawn straight from the pages 

of the Bible and never even know it.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow.  

 

WEEK 89, DAY 4      DEUTERONOMY 22, 23, 24 and 25 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. I want to begin this morning by calling to your remembrance 

that very important verse from the Book of 2 Timothy: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”  Deuteronomy chapters 

22 through 25 are not likely to show up on the list of the Great Chapters of the Bible! Quite 

frankly, these chapters “feel” like a rather odd and eclectic collection of obscure rules and 

regulations for maintaining order and holiness in the camp of the Israelites. 

 

There is not a single verse here that I want for you to memorize, but in spite of that, there are 

some worthwhile things for us to talk about today. 

 

The first thing that I want to notice with you is the fact that some of these regulations have to do 

with things that I would probably classify as relatively trivial - like the rule about the bird’s nests: 

You can take the young birds (and presumably the eggs) but you have to let the mother go “so 

that it may go well with you and you may have a long life.” I’ll bet you never knew that was in 

the Bible! 

 

Or there is the rule about putting a parapet (or wall) around the edge of the flat roof of your house 

so that no one will accidentally fall off and injure or kill themselves. 

 

Or the one about not wearing clothes of wool and linen mixed together (I have no clue as to why 

that regulation exists). The really interesting thing to me about these “lesser” regulations is that 

they show just how extensive God’s care for His chosen people is! In designing a blueprint for 

the establishment of the nation of Israel, God thought of everything. Like the master architect 

who literally envisions and prescribes every nut and bolt in a skyscraper in Manhattan, God 

covers every base in planning for the new nation. He even tells them where to put the outhouse! 

(By the way, in part because of these regulations - some of which, like the one I just mentioned 

and the special care in dealing with skin diseases, are quite obviously all about health issues and 

sanitation - the Israelites were kept from experiencing some of the plagues that troubled other 

nations. 

 

The second thing I want you to see is that some of the more major issues dealt with here, like 

what to so with runaway slaves, how to treat laborers and poor people, and the regulation 

concerning divorce and remarriage, are what I call “limiting” laws. That is, they place boundaries 

designed to protect the weaker and defenseless ones from the harsh and sinful extremes to which 

they might otherwise be exposed. 

 

Now this is probably as good a time as any to stop and recognize that there are some 

“institutions” or practices in Israel and among the race of men that God never condones or 

encourages, but He does “tolerate.”  Two prominent ones in these chapters are slavery and 

divorce. 

 



We know from the Book of Malachi that “God hates divorce” and Jesus, in Matthew 17, says 

quite explicitly that God tolerates it “because of the hardness of men’s hearts.” He tolerates it, 

but He puts some limits on it. In Chapter 22, there is a concern that the reputation of the woman 

being divorced is protected, and if there has been an intervening marriage, then Moses tells them 

that, in that circumstance, a divorced couple cannot remarry.  

 

Slavery is another practice that is “tolerated” in the Old Testament, even though it is crystal clear 

that every principle contained in the Word of God would militate against it - it is tolerated, but 

there are limits. Israelites cannot enslave fellow Israelites and the milder form of slavery - 

indentured servitude - must (as we saw a few days ago) come to an end every seventh year. 

Runaway slaves are to be protected and treated kindly. 

 

In the same way, poverty, though more of a condition than a social institution, is to be “limited” 

by such kindnesses as not keeping the poor man’s cloak as collateral for a loan, and by leaving 

wheat and olives not “captured” on the first pass through the harvesting field for the poor to 

glean. (You may remember the importance of that practice from our study of the Book of Ruth). 

The prohibition on collecting ‘interest’ on loans made to fellow Israelites is another example of 

this principle in action. 

 

Once again this morning, we have seen the emphasis on sexual purity that is so characteristic of 

all the Books of the Law. The temple prostitution that was so prevalent in all of the religions of 

the Canaanite nations is strictly forbidden. The requirement that a woman be chaste and a virgin 

at the time of her marriage shows up again in these chapters. This was so important that her 

family is required to save the marital bedding so that if necessary they can “prove” it if she is 

later falsely accused by a disenchanted husband or some other libelous person. 

 

The penalty for adultery for both men and women is the same as we have seen in other parts of 

the Law, though if a man rapes an unmarried and unbetrothed woman (you will remember from 

the case of Mary and Joseph that once an engagement is made, it has the same legal status as a 

marriage) he must marry her and the option of divorce is closed forever. He must also pay a bride 

price of fifty shekels. 

 

There is a provision built into the passage to protect a married woman who is raped in the 

country, in a place where her screams might not be heard. In that case, the rapist is to be stoned 

and the victim has no guilt. 

 

Incest is also a capital offense. 

 

The origins of a number of practices and expressions are rooted in this passage. The Leverite 

laws, which we have encountered in both prescriptive and descriptive contexts, are laid out here.  

Those laws, as you may remember, require the surviving brother of a childless widow to marry 

her with the stipulation that the first surviving son of that union will bear the dead man’s name 

and carry on the family line. There is a “way out” for the brother if he does not wish to marry his 

sister-in-law - there is an “unsandling” ceremony by the elders at the city gate. The reluctant 

brother-in-law is shamed but he can get out of the wedding! Two Old Testament stories that we 

have learned require an understanding of these Leverite laws to make sense - the story of Judah 

and Tamar in Genesis 38, and of Ruth and Boaz, the grandparents of King David. 

 

In the New Testament, in a passage dealing with the need to care for the pastoral workers  

(1 Timothy 5), Paul tells his readers “not to muzzle the oz while it is treading out the grain”. That 



bit of instruction comes from Deuteronomy 25, where it is laid down as a literal instruction 

dealing with real oxen and real harvests. 

 

I am also sure that you have heard that in the days when disobedient soldiers, sailors and other 

miscreants were subjected to corporal punishment, a standard punishment was often 40 lashes. 

That standard is also rooted in this passage. 

 

If you have ever spent time in an area populated by the Hassidim, the strictest sect of the 

Orthodox Jews, you will have seen the tassels sewn on the four corners of their clothing. That, 

too, has its origins in Deuteronomy 22. 

 

And by the way, did you notice that God is not happy about the gender-bending practice of cross-

dressing - He detests it!  

 

One last note in passing - the ancient Israelites - by the command of God, had no problem with 

capital punishment. There were some sins for which the penalty was death - no questions asked. 

But, remember, this was a theocracy - God always knew who was guilty and if the people were 

unsure, the priests had a way to get a direct answer from Him - no mistakes, no uncertainty. I will 

decline to involve us in a debate today about whether or not such punishments should be allowed 

in 21
st
 century America, but it is worth noting that the issue of infallible knowledge made Israel’s 

case law immune to making a mistake. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow.  

 

WEEK 89, DAY 5          DEUTERONOMY 26 and 27  

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Deuteronomy 26, which closes the long 

speech of Moses which began in Chapter 12, and we also read Chapter 27, which is the record of 

the ratification of the treaty between the great King Jehovah and His vassal people, the nation of 

Israel. 

 

I want to begin this morning by focusing with a little bit more intentionality than we have for a 

good while on the subject of “inheritance”. Over and over again we have noted that the Promised 

Land was being given to the children of Israel as an “inheritance”. Because God had, in His 

sovereign love, decided to ‘adopt’ Israel as His own, they had become the heirs to a promised 

inheritance - the one that He was sworn to give to them. The talk of this promised inheritance (the 

most visible portion of which was the land of Canaan - the “Promised Land”) goes all the way 

back to the day in Genesis when the Lord first appeared to the man named Abram who was living 

in his hometown, Ur of the Chaldees. The actual word ‘inheritance’ is first used in Scripture with 

reference to the land of Canaan in Genesis 48, where Jacob was blessing his sons and Joseph’s 

sons and he “connected the dots” between the promise that God made first to Abraham and then 

to himself, and which he then passed on to his heirs. 

 

For the next four centuries after Jacob, that ‘inheritance’ looked like it would never come to pass, 

but when Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, it was a front burner issue - and two years 

later when the nation stood beside the Jordan River at Kadesh Barnea - the promise was at last 

within their grasp - and it slipped away again - because of disobedience, and for 38 more dry and 

dusty years they wandered in the desert and wondered if it would ever come to them. 

 

The point I want to make this weekend is that the idea of waiting expectantly for a promised 

inheritance is not just an Old Testament idea. The New Testament frequently compares us to the 



nation of Israel. We too have been adopted and with that adoption as the sons and daughters of 

God we also have the promise of an inheritance because we have been made “joint heirs” with 

Christ, to an inheritance and a Kingdom that can (remember these words in 1 Peter?) “never 

perish, spoil or fade, which is kept in heaven for us”.  We are, according to the Book of Hebrews, 

‘pilgrims’ in search of a “city whose builder and maker is God”. And it is by fixing ours eyes and 

hearts steadfastly on that Promised Land that we are able to transverse the very perilous road of 

this life in search of our final destination. If you are going to be “digging deeper” today, I would 

suggest that you find a few passages that talk about our “inheritance” in Christ and meditate upon 

them - you will be richly blessed! 

 

Now, as soon as they would come into the inheritance - the Promised Land - and harvest their 

first crops, Moses tells them to bring the first fruits and the tithes of what they produced to “the 

place the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling place “for His name” - this centralized place of 

worship - and offer them to Him. And while Moses is clearly initiating a new thing here, He 

makes it clear that it is not just a one-time ‘thanks for the land’ offering. It was to be an annual 

thing, something they would do every year with the understanding that every third year they 

would keep the tithe to be used for the relief of the Levites, the widows, the orphans and the 

aliens among them in their local communities.  

 

We have spoken a few times before about the significance of this Old Testament practice of 

tithing - giving ten percent of income, crops, time, whatever resources God has blessed us with - 

back to Him for His use. While the New Testament never commands us to give a tithe, we can 

see plenty of evidence that the spirit of the practice and the principles of thanksgiving and 

generosity which underlie it, were just as much at work in the early church as in the day when 

Moses first commanded it. The New Testament also focuses the attention of our giving upon the 

same groups of people - the powerless, the defenseless, the vulnerable, the disenfranchised and 

those whose entire lives are dedicated to the service of God and the people of God.  

 

The formula that was to be recited by each Israelite bringing his tithe, is quaint but powerful: “My 

father was a wandering Aramean and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there 

and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us 

suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the 

Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, toi,l and oppression. So the Lord brought us out of 

Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.” (We have seen that phrase before!) You may 

have heard the old expression “a wandering Jew”. This is where it comes from!  

 

You understand the basic themes of the ritual, don’t you? Remember what God has done for you 

and be grateful to Him and spread the blessing - pass it on to others. I probably should stop here 

and go on to another topic, but look at what the distribution pattern is for the tithes. Some of it 

goes to the paid professional clergy, but the vast majority is used to do good and to bless others 

who fit the categories of the weak, the poor, the powerless, the defenseless, the vulnerable and the 

disenfranchised. I wonder how big a percentage of our 21
st
 century American tithes get spread out 

in those ways.  

 

By the way, when the offering was brought the worshiper had to specify that he was obeying the 

Law of God and that he had not eaten any of it while he was in mourning (that would mean he 

was ceremonially unclean), and that it had not already been offered to the dead, a reference to the 

burial practice of the Canaanites). 

 

The last few verses of chapter 26 note the acceptance of the people of Israel of the terms of the 

King’s treaty, and His acceptance of them as His people - “His treasured possession”. Those are 



words which are again used in the New Testament to describe the position of the church. It would 

be very hard not to see a direct connection between “Israel” in the Old Testament and the 

“church” in the New Testament. Indeed, it would not be too much to say that with some 

qualifications, the church IS the Israel of the new covenant. In fact, Paul uses these words to 

describe the church: “The Israel of God”. (In a day or two, I will come back to this topic and 

introduce some qualifications because there is not a total identification between the Old 

Testament Israel and the New Testament church. 

 

In Chapter 27, Moses’ second speech is over and we move to the instructions for the ratification 

of the covenant-treaty. These instructions were actually carried out in Joshua 8:30-35 shortly after 

Joshua led the nation into the Promised Land. Here, Moses tells the nation to set up stones on 

which the words of the Law are to be written, and to make an altar of undressed stones on Mt. 

Ebal. These two items were intended to remind the Israelites that God’s Law was to be the 

guideline for their life in the Promised land. The key verses are 9 and 10: “Be still O Israel and 

listen. You have now become the people of the Lord your God. Obey the Lord your God and 

follow His commands and decrees that I give you today.” 

 

For the thousandth time we are seeing that the willingness or unwillingness of the people of God 

to obey His Law and govern themselves by it will always be the best predictor of success or 

failure.  

 

It is interesting to note that verse 1 says that it was Moses and the elders of Israel who 

commanded the people of Israel to do these things. It was clearly Moses who was doing the 

talking here but the elders get a mention, perhaps as a signal that the transition away from Moses’ 

leadership has already begun.  

 

The stones and the altar are to be set on Mt. Ebal, the mountain from which the curses for 

departing from the Law will be read in the great ceremony that will inaugurate their time in the 

Promised Land. Mt. Gerizim, right across the valley, (you will remember both from Chapter 11 

and from our reading of the Book of Joshua) will be the place from which the blessings for 

keeping the Law will be pronounced. There will be six tribes on each mountain and the Levites 

will stand between. It is interesting, at least, to notice that the tribes who settled in the south were 

only the tribes descended from Leah and Rachel. These tribes pronounced the blessings and the 

tribes from the north and the east - descended from Jacob’s other wives - pronounced the curses. 

Please note, however, that Reuben and Zebulon are both put on the cursing team and they do not 

fit that pattern.  

 

It is also interesting to notice that while the specific curses are spelled out for us, the blessings are 

not. I don’t know why that is except to make the obvious observation that Israel’s history had 

already shown that their tendency to break the Law would be a lot stronger than their willingness 

and ability to keep it. The point is that they would experience the curses much more often than 

the blessings. 

 

Just two more quick observations and we are done for today. First, there are twelve curses - I 

suspect because there are twelve tribes of Israel. Finally, the last curse is different. Instead of 

addressing some flagrant sin like sleeping with your mother or taking money to kill an innocent 

person, it acts as a summary for all of the Mosaic Law and says, “Cursed is the man who does not 

uphold the words of this Law by carrying them out.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I will talk with you again next week. 


