
WEEK 88, DAY 1   KNOW THE WORD      DEUTERONOMY 1 

 

This is Pastor Soper, and welcome to Day 1 of Week 89 of Know the Word. Our long tour of the 

entirety of the Word of God is nearly ended now. A portion of the book of Psalms will be left for 

our edification but today we begin the last book of Scripture that has yet to be read. It is the book 

of Deuteronomy, the last book of the Pentateuch—the final book of Moses. Today we read 

chapter 1 of this amazing book in which Moses, at the very end of his life, seeks to remind a new 

generation of Israelites (except for Moses himself, only Joshua and Caleb have survived of all the 

people who marched with him out of Egypt to become the peculiar people of God at Mt. Sinai), 

of all that God had done for them. For 38 years, ever since that awful moment at Kadesh Barnea 

when God condemned every adult member save Caleb and Joshua to die in the wilderness—the 

nation has wandered and waited for the day when finally they could once again know the blessing 

of God and move into the Promised Land. 

 

In this book, which is primarily comprised of 3 final speeches (sermons if you will) Moses gives 

his last teaching to his people. He knows already that his days are numbered—that in just a few 

more days he will hand over the mantle of leadership to Joshua, his longtime apprentice, and that 

he is going to die—unable, because of his anger and disobedience in striking the rock, to enter the 

Promised Land.  

 

So here, in the book of Deuteronomy—in these last 3 messages, he pours out his heart to this new 

generation. First, as I already mentioned, he wants them to remember all that God has done for 

them—how he has cared for them so for the whole time of their wilderness wandering they 

“lacked for nothing.” That is the heart of what we read today. 

 

Then he wants to teach them once again about the primary duty—the one thing that above all else 

rises as the single most important duty of the people of God. We will encounter this simple theme 

briefly for the first time today, then again tomorrow, but it will recur over and over again in this 

book.  Our highest duty as the people of God, Moses will remind us again and again is simply to 

trust God and obey his commands. Just remember this, Moses will tell us, and everything else 

will follow!! 

 

Now, the whole of chapter 1 is given over to a history lesson to which we will turn our attention 

in just a moment, but it may be useful to give you once again just a short summary of the “battle” 

that raged over the question of whether or not Moses could even have written this book. You may 

recall that when we studied the book of Genesis (all the way back in week 1) we noted that many 

scholars a century ago believed that Moses could not have been capable of writing the books 

attributed to him.  All kinds of speculative arguments were advanced based on this idea that such 

a sophisticated system of sacrifice and rituals as were found in the priestly codes of Leviticus 

could not have evolved until much later in history and that the firmly established monotheism of 

the Mosaic books did not ‘fit’ the early stage of history to which it was ascribed. Some writers 

even challenged the idea that Moses would have the capacity toward the end of the 2
nd

 

millennium before Christ to write. Well, archaeology dispatched all of these ideas long ago, and 

more recently a great deal of study has proved that the structure of the book of Deuteronomy is 

identical to that of the military treaties of the time. They all followed a standard form. The 

conquering ruler would create a document with 6 basic elements: (1) a preamble, (2) an historical 

prologue, (3) the treaty stipulations, (4) the witnesses and guarantees of the treaty, (5) the 

blessings for keeping the treaty and the curses for breaking it, and (6) a provision for the treaty to 

be read on public occasions. 

 



Elaborate comparisons of the book of Deuteronomy and several existing “suzerainty treaties” of 

the 2
nd

 millennium before Christ show that this book is a perfect match. It ‘fits’ the time period 

perfectly. It belongs to exactly the time and culture of Moses and the Israelite nation 1200 years 

before Christ! 

 

Now quickly, a few observations about what we read this morning. Did you notice the parenthetic 

expression in verse 2? “It takes 11 days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by the Mt. Seir 

Road.” Eleven days! It took the children of Israel 38 years to make a journey that should take 11 

days!! I think I could camp out on that one sentence for about 3 weeks because it underscores 

how much our disobedience wreaks havoc on our spiritual lives. Let me just sum it up by quoting 

a very old devotional writer named C. H. Macintosh. He says, “We are slow travelers because we 

are slow learners.” Think about that! It is an excellent, but sobering commentary on my own 

spiritual progress. 

 

That same observation encourages me as well because even though a whole generation of 

Israelites had to die in the wilderness because of their obstinate unbelief, God never gave up on 

them as a nation. His patience was incredible and now as Moses is ready to pass the torch of 

leadership to Joshua, God is preparing to fulfill every single promise he has made to this nation of 

very slow learners! Since the church of Jesus Christ is very much like the nation of Israel, that 

ought to fill us today with a great deal of hope and expectancy!! 

 

I hope that as you read chapter 1, you also noticed the brief description in verse 2, “Moses 

proclaimed to the Israelites all that the Lord commanded him concerning them.” No more—no 

less. Godly leaders are most effective when they listen to God and then tell the people of God 

exactly what they have heard! I can’t think of a better way to describe my job as a preacher. 

When leaders do that well (and Moses did) they are very good leaders indeed! 

 

A second leadership principle emerges in the next paragraph when Moses describes his decision 

to appoint elders or judges. (Interestingly enough, though we know from our reading of Exodus 

18 that this idea originally came from his father-in-law, Jethro, Moses doesn’t mention that here.) 

In any case, as the weight of the burden of leadership became too heavy to manage alone, Moses 

trained other leaders—captains of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. I don’t want to get ‘stuck’ 

here, but one of the greatest failures of the church in our own day and culture is that we have 

failed to develop the leaders who could multiply our effectiveness and impact and as a 

consequence at the head of most of our churches, large and small alike, there are some very tired, 

burned-out leaders in danger of collapse. If we are ever to do what Christ commanded us, we will 

need to stop and rethink the whole process of how and why we train leaders in the church. 

 

Finally, in regard to this issue of leadership development, Moses’s instructions to these judges are 

also important. He says, “Do not show partiality in judging. Hear both small and great alike…” 

Doesn’t that sound vaguely familiar—like something we read in the book of James when the New 

Testament leader was scolding the first century church for their bias toward the rich and famous? 

You see, God’s people have the same tendencies and faults whether they are living in the 13
th
 

century before Christ or in 50 A.D. or in 2011. And we need the same reminders! 

 

I thought it was very interesting to learn that Moses blames the whole idea of sending the spies 

out on the people. We did not learn that in Numbers but here in Deuteronomy it is clear. Moses 

says, ‘Remember that was your idea, not mine! I gave in to it, but it was your idea!’ And in the 

final analysis (hindsight is always 20/20), it is easy enough both to see and to say that it was a bad 

idea because it betrayed a lack of trust in God. The only reason for sending the 12 spies into the 

land was because Israel did not have enough faith to believe that God already knew what they 



would face and that He had the power to both provide for their needs and to deliver their enemies 

into their hands. Remember I told you that the main message of this book is very easily 

summarized by two words: ‘trust’ and ‘obey’. If they had done that 38 years before at Kadesh 

Barnea, this would have been a very different story! 

 

In the context of Moses’s summary, Caleb shows up again and again. The description of him is 

exactly the same: “He followed the Lord wholeheartedly.” Of all the statements made by 

Scripture about specific individuals, that is just about the most impressive—“he followed the 

Lord wholeheartedly!” Every one of us should covet that epitaph! 

 

In his recitation of the events at Kadesh Barnea 38 years before, Moses also reminds them that 

after they refused to obey God and after his judgment had been pronounced and he told them that 

they would all die in the wilderness, they tried to change God’s mind. They said, ‘Oh, we have 

sinned against the Lord. Okay, we’ll obey him now—let’s go up and fight’ and against the 

warnings given by God through Moses they actually marched off to do battle even though God 

said, “tell them not to do this because I will not be with you!” The results of that episode were 

entirely predictable! 

 

I want us to think about this for a minute or two because it is a perfect example of what we might 

call insincere or incomplete repentance. Israel said, “Oh, we have sinned against God; we’re 

sorry.”  But there is a huge difference as we have seen over and over again in our tour through the 

Word of God between being “sorry” and being truly repentant. 

 

Sometimes when we say “I’m sorry” we merely mean “I’m sorry I got caught.” Sometimes we 

mean “I’m sorry—please don’t punish me” (that’s probably where Israel was in this incident). 

Sometimes we mean “I’m sorry—I never thought it would turn out this way—these consequences 

are not at all what I intended.” But true repentance is coming to God and saying, as David once 

did, “I’ve sinned and beyond everything else that has happened beyond the hurt caused to others 

and to myself, the worst thing is that I have offended God and I am truly broken by that fact. 

‘Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,’ and I will now accept 

whatever consequences, whatever judgment that you, Lord, choose to make. I am totally 

submissive to your will in this matter.”  Israel said they were sorry, they recognized that they had 

sinned, but they were very far from submitting themselves to the will of God. They were not like 

David. They were more like King Saul, when confronted by the prophet Samuel. Saul said, ‘Oh, 

you’re right, I sinned, but will you go out with me and pretend that it’s okay? I don’t want to lose 

face with the people!!’ 

 

Here is the question that I will leave with you today. When we recognize that we have sinned 

(usually because we fail to trust and obey), how different is our response from that of Israel at 

Kadesh Barnea? Is it different? Or is it the same? 

 

The last verse of chapter 1 is an ominous one: “And so you stayed at Kadesh many days…” 

  

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow!! 

 



WEEK 88, DAY 2             DEUTERONOMY 2 and 3 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today you read Deuteronomy chapters 2 and 3. 

 

I want to take just a moment to make certain that you have the chronology of these chapters 

firmly fixed in your brain. There are two references to time in chapter 2 that will establish that 

chronology for us. First, in verse 7, Moses reminds them that for the entire time of their 

wilderness sojourn, from the time they left Egypt, God has provided everything they needed. 

“The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your 

journey through this vast desert. These 40 years, the Lord your God has been with you and you 

have not lacked anything.” So from the time of the Exodus until the farewell of Moses to the 

people in the book of Deuteronomy is 40 years. (By the way, these words would serve equally 

well for most of us as a descriptor of our long journeys through life—the Lord has been with us 

and we have not lacked anything!) 

 

Verse 14 contains our second time ‘marker.’ There, Moses says, “38 years passed from the time 

we left Kadesh Barnea” (that is, after the rebellion based upon the report of the spies) “until we 

crossed the Zered Valley.” So here is our chronology: from the Red Sea to Kadesh Barnea – 2 

years. From Kadesh Barnea to the death of the last of the condemned generation – 38 years, and 

then God says, ‘Now it is time.’ He sets them off once again in the direction of Kadesh Barnea 

and the entrance point to the Promised Land. 

 

On their way they must march through territory belonging to the descendents of Esau and Lot, 

and God makes it very clear that he has ‘given’ the land of Seir to Esau’s descendants and the 

land of Ar to the Moabites—the descendants of Lot. God’s instructions are crystal clear. ‘Just as I 

am going to give you the land I have promised, I have given Esau’s offspring and Lot’s 

descendants their lands. You are not to disturb them. I will not give you any of their land. Pay for 

everything you eat or drink.’ (Did you notice God told them to pay in silver? That must be silver 

that they carried out of Egypt!) 

 

But when they come to the territory of Sihon of Heshbon and Og of Bashan it is a very different 

story. Here they are not told to pay for what they take. Here the policy is not mutual respect and 

‘non-aggression.’ Here the policy is to be total war and total annihilation, man, woman and child! 

And here we will need to stop to contemplate and try to understand the ways of God with man. 

We must once again grapple with such heavy topics as divine sovereignty, divine judgment and 

the sometimes inscrutable decrees of our omnipotent God. 

 

It is not the first time that we have had to deal with these hard questions and, in the end, bow to 

the right of our sovereign God to deal as he sees fit with men and nations, but it is certainly worth 

reminding ourselves of a number of important truths that will help quiet our hearts in the face of 

some historical facts that are hard to read and equally hard to accept. 

 

First, it is probably important to remember that over and over again we have seen that God not 

only deals with individual men and women, he also deals with nations. We have taken note of 

that truth in a dozen different places in the Bible but it is quite clear that this is what is happening 

once again in the passages we have read today. Just as individuals have opportunity to respond to 

the patience and forbearance of God, so do nations, and the Amorites, the people of Heshbon and 

Bashan, also had their chance. I am thinking now again of God’s word to Abraham all the way 

back in Genesis is when he prophesied the Egyptian captivity and said that after it was over the 

Israelites would return to the land God promised Abraham—when the wickedness of the 

Amorites was completed! 



What did we learn from that? Just this: that the Israelites here are not being told to cruelly and 

capriciously wipe out a whole civilization just because they want (or God wants for them) the 

land. Rather, the Israelites in this instance have become the instruments by which the righteous 

judgment of God is being brought to bear on a nation that has repeatedly, for hundreds of years, 

refused to repent and respond to the revelation they had and the opportunities God had given. 

Does this mean that every last individual in this culture was guilty and deserving of destruction? 

Even the children? On that point it would perhaps be wisest to simply be silent, but I will be bold 

enough to simply make a few observations: first, the clear teaching of such passages as Romans 

1:18-3:20 is that the answer to that question is that all human beings are in fact guilty and 

deserving of death and judgment, for “There is none (that is) righteous—no not one”; and second 

that the Scriptures also teach that “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved,” 

so that if anyone, even in such a perverse civilization as we know the Amorite nation was, is truly 

desirous of finding God, his promise throughout both the Old and New Testament Scriptures is 

that he will honor that desire and he will find them! We have seen, in our trip through the history 

of God’s Word, a good many examples, including one in very close proximity to this story: that 

of Rahab, the harlot of Jericho. 

 

In the end, we will probably simply have to rest on the strength of that rhetorical question posed 

by Abraham himself when faced with this identical situation at the time of the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah: “shall not the judge of all the Earth do right?” 

 

It would be well for us in the 21
st
 century to remind ourselves that God still determines the fate of 

nations. That is why both the descendents of Esau and the descendants of Lot were spared when 

the Israelites passed by. The descendants of Esau are to this very day still ensconced in the land 

beyond the Jordan—still ‘players’ in the role to which God has assigned them. The Moabites, 

descendents of Lot, continued to exist as a nation until it was destroyed by another of God’s 

instruments of judgment, a Babylonian king named Nebuchadnezzar in the 6
th
 century B.C.  

Moab’s king at the time of Deuteronomy was Balak. He was, as you will remember, no friend to 

Israel. He hired Balaam the prophet to curse the children of Israel as they passed, but God 

thwarted Balaam’s curses. 

 

Moab continued to be a thorn in Israel’s side. Remember Ehud, the left-handed judge? God raised 

him up to deliver Israel in his day from the oppression of King Eglon of Moab, and in the time of 

Jephthah, one of Israel’s later judges, a part of Moab was once again under the control of Israel. 

In both Saul and David’s time, wars were fought with Moab, and Solomon married at least one 

Moabite princess for whom he built a temple honoring her god Chemosh in Jerusalem. The wars 

continued into the reigns of Omri and Ahab. In light of all the subsequent history, why didn’t God 

just allow Moses to crush them, as he did the Amorite kings? We don’t know! But the best guess 

I can offer is that the ‘wickedness of the Moabite people was not yet complete.’ God always 

allows ample, even abundant time for repentance, but when that time has been filled, judgment 

always comes, certainly, swiftly and finally. I hope that the words of 2 Peter 3:8-10 are still 

firmly embedded in your minds and hearts: 

 

“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends; with the Lord, a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are as a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 

some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 

heavens will disappear with a roar, the elements will be destroyed by fire and the earth 

and everything in it will be laid bare.” 

 



What happened to Og and Sihon, what happened to Moab many centuries later are just reminders 

that the Lord God rules the nations—he measures their ways and the day of their existence—and 

in the end, justice is done and judgment falls. 

 

In Deuteronomy Israel is the instrument of God’s judgment upon the Amorites. Later, 

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians are expressly identified as God’s instrument to judge both 

Judah, the people of God, and the Moabites. Then God used another hand to judge 

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians—and so it will continue to the end of time. God rules over 

the nations as well as over individual lives. The only source of security for men or nations is to be 

found in their relationship to the one who is Lord over all. 

 

That is one of the ‘big’ lessons of Deuteronomy and Israel was meant to learn it not only from the 

words of Moses but from their own experience as his instruments of judgment upon Og and 

Sihon!! 

 

The reference to the size of King Og’s bed as 13 feet long may have struck you as being 

somewhat odd. Its presence in the text may be a reminder that the giants the Israelites feared in 

the land—the Rephaim—were really big people! It is also possible at least that the word 

translated as ‘bed’ in our English translation may actually mean ‘sarcophagus’ or ‘coffin.’ 

 

There is just one more thing, as our time is fading, that I want for us to think about in these 

chapters, and it is the way that Moses responds to God’s decision that he, because of his anger in 

striking the rock, will not be permitted to enter the Promised Land. Moses mentions his fate in 

both chapter 1 and again in chapter 3. In both places he tells the Israelites that, “because of you, 

the Lord God became angry with me.” Whether Moses is trying to make them feel bad (that 

would most certainly be my motive if I were in his place) or whether his reason for saying that is 

more righteous, we cannot say. But what I find interesting is the contrast between Israel at 

Kadesh Barnea 38 years earlier and Moses on this occasion. 

 

Do you remember that yesterday we talked about the nature of true repentance? When Israel 

sinned, their response was, ‘oh, we’re sorry, now let’s see if we can manipulate God into still 

giving us our own way—let’s march into Canaan and fight the giants,’ even though God warned 

them not to do it!! 

 

Moses responds in an entirely different way. He realizes he has sinned. He repents truly and when 

God says, ‘Moses, the decision is final; you are not going in,’ he immediately bows to the will of 

God and begins to prepare for the transition of authority from himself to his lieutenant Joshua. 

Was Moses disappointed? Undoubtedly he was mightily disappointed, but he recognized that real 

repentance always yields the fruit of humility, submission, and obedience and so he meekly 

submits to the will of God. 

 

When we have sinned, our response is always critical. We can be like Israel in chapter 1 and say, 

‘I’m sorry, but can I still get what I want?’ Or we can say, ‘Lord, I am sorry. I will submit to 

whatever you want me to do.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow! 

 



WEEK 88, DAY 3             DEUTERONOMY 4 and 5 

 
Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today you read Deuteronomy chapters 4 and 5.  

 

You may remember from our reading on Day 1 of this week that there are 3 farewell addresses 

given by Moses in this book. The first one comprises the historical prelude of the treaty that God 

as the king is making with the nation of Israel. That first address ends in verse 43 of chapter 4. 

The very end of chapter 4 and all of chapter 5 goes with the second address which comprises the 

main section of Deuteronomy and is concerned with a restatement of the law given by God at 

Sinai (Horeb) to the fathers of the Israelites who are now ready to enter the land of promise. It is 

from this restating of the law that the translators of the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the 

Old Testament) took the name Deuteronomy or “second law” for the book.  And it is because this 

restatement of the law is to the 2
nd

 generation of the nation that left Israel that Moses, right at the 

beginning of chapter 5, emphasizes that God’s covenant was not only with their fathers—the ones 

who died in the wilderness—“but with us, all of us who are alive today.” Whenever you and I 

read the Bible it needs to be with the understanding that these words, these promises, these truths 

are not just for the people to whom they were originally given hundreds and even thousands of 

years ago, but they are for us too—“all of us who are alive today.” 

 

Now before we plunge into chapter 5, which with new editorial comments here and there by 

Moses contains a verbatim restatement of the Decalogue given in Exodus 20, I want to direct our 

thoughts for a few minutes to chapter 4, the end of the historical prologue. 

 

If you had to summarize all that you read in chapter 4 in one or two sentences or phrases, how 

would you do it? I’m pretty sure that whatever the actual words in your summary, the theme 

would be something like this: ‘Remember the things that I have said and done and obey my laws, 

and you will experience my blessings.” 

 

Verse 1 – ‘Hear now, Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that 

you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers 

is giving you.” 

 

Verse 2 – ‘Don’t add or subtract from it but keep the commands’ (by the way, it is very 

interesting that this command about not adding or subtracting comes in the last of the 5 books of 

the law and it is repeated again in a very similar form at the end of the book of Revelation). 

 

Verse 6 – ‘Observe (the decrees and law) carefully, for this will show your wisdom and 

understanding to the nations’ (we’ll come back to that in a moment). 

 

Verse 9 – ‘Just be carefully and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your 

eyes have seen.’ 

 

Verse 10 – Remember (this is a very important word in Deuteronomy—it will pay you to notice 

each time it occurs) the day at Mt. Horeb (that’s the other name for Sinai). 

 

Moses had one great concern as he viewed the end of his life and the prospect of his people on the 

verge of entering the Promised Land. His message was incredibly simple—just two things. (1) 

Remember what God has said and done, and (2) obey him—follow His words!  That’s all you 

need to do.  One of the core values that we as Christians need desperately to embrace can be 

summarized in these words: “Knowing and obeying God’s word is fundamental to all true 

success.”  That’s the key to everything else and it is the reason that for the last 89 weeks we have 



been studying the Bible together. If we know God’s words and if we obey or follow God’s words 

we will experience the blessing of God and we will prosper! 

 

Now, I know that I have said this time after time—it is one of my personal ‘hobby horses,’ so 

forgive me for saying it yet again; it is not enough to ‘know’ intellectually what the Bible says. It 

is certainly important and even necessary for us to know the content of the Word of God. If we do 

not know it, how can we ever obey it? But the really important thing is not to be able to 

demonstrate a cognitive mastery of the content of the Bible. The really important thing is to be 

able to demonstrate that we are obeying it—that we are living it. I am completely befuddled by 

the attitude of so many Christians that seems to be that if you know enough truth about the Bible 

then you must be a mature Christian. If you have taken enough classes and passed all of the 

examinations then you are ready even to be a pastor or a leader in the church! 

 

That is nonsense—the book of James reminds us that the Devil himself knows the Bible and all of 

its truth—he even “believes” it!  If you get nothing at all beyond this from the book of 

Deuteronomy, get this: we must know the words of God, yes! But then we must obey the things 

we know—that is the secret to everything! “If you know my words,” Jesus said, “you will be 

happy if you do them.” 

 

So here is point 1: “Remember what I have said and done…” and point 2: “Obey me—follow my 

words completely.” 

 

But then he adds a third injunction which will also be repeated over and over again in the rest of 

the book of Deuteronomy. He says (and this is point 3), ‘And teach these things—i.e. my words 

and my deeds—to your children!’ Every once in a while I run across a parent who is not actively 

teaching their children the things of the Lord. In fact, in some extreme situations I have even 

heard parents say, “well, I don’t want to impose my belief system on my child. When he or she is 

old enough, he can decide for himself.” When I hear those words, I know immediately that I am 

in the presence of a first-class “fool,” like the ones spoken of in the book of Proverbs; a person 

with no wisdom or understanding whatsoever. And I also know that the parent, no matter what 

else they want to tell me, is a person who has no real relationship with or understanding of who 

God is!! 

 

Having said all of that, I am sure that no one listening to my voice today would be so foolish. 

Nevertheless, I am equally astonished by how many Christian parents seem totally content to 

leave the religious education of their children completely in the hands of the church. “I’ll take 

them to Sunday School, I’ll encourage them to take part in youth activities and retreats—they’ll 

get their Bible teaching there!”  If that has been your primary strategy for the spiritual 

enlightenment of your children, then may I respectfully encourage you to pay special attention to 

what we have read today and again to what we will read tomorrow. The job of educating our 

children in the eyes of God does not belong to any Sunday School teacher or to any religious 

professional. It belongs to the parents! 

 

Moses is adamant about this issue precisely because he knows what will happen if parents do not 

give themselves wholeheartedly to educating and sharing the lives of their children. In a prescient 

passage near the end of chapter 4 he describes what will happen “after you have had children and 

grandchildren, after you have lived in the land for a long time…” He speaks of idolatry and of 

abandonment, of distress and destruction—and of repentance and restoration and forgiveness. In 

short, he prophesies what will happen in Israel. But it could have been prevented if only parents 

had become the priests and the teachers of their children… 

 



There are just two more things that I want for us to briefly notice in chapter 4. We can be brief 

because they will both feature prominently again in chapter 5 as well. 

 

The first is Moses’ strong emphasis on monotheism. That fact, there is only one God—to us that 

seems to be completely obvious but remember again that Israel’s neighbors, the Egypt out of 

which they had come and the Canaan into which they were going, were cultures based upon a 

multiplicity—a myriad of gods! In the face of that kind of thinking, the Israelites were taught to 

be fiercely adamant: “You were shown these things so that you might know the Lord is God. 

Beside him there is no other” (35) and again “the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth 

below; there is no other” (39). Moses also says that “our God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.” 

He brooks no rivals. 

 

Not many people today would admit to polytheism, the idea that they worship many gods. But all 

around us people get very nervous when we start saying that our God—the God of the Bible—is 

the only God, the one true God, and a jealous God who will brook no rivals! What I am saying is 

that we need to be just as adamant and unyielding in our cultures as Israel and Moses were in 

theirs. That may not make us popular—it might even make us targets—but that is where we need 

to stand firm! 

 

The Ten Commandments, given first to their fathers, and now again to this new generation, stand 

at the very heart of the Old Testament. This is the Decalogue, the 10 words from God that form 

the heart of the moral code and ethic of his people, for all time. 

 

Moses makes a few editorial comments in the midst of his restatement of them, but the 

commandments themselves are virtually verbatim to what we found in the Exodus 20 passage. If 

you have never memorized the Ten Commandments, let me encourage you to do so now. Even if 

you do not manage to memorize them word-for-word, it would be very hard to maintain the claim 

that you are a serious student of God’s Word if you cannot even identify the content of the Ten 

Commandments. 

 

By the way, in pre-literate societies when many believers were unable to read or themselves, most 

of the catechetic schemes designed to instruct them were built around expositions of the Ten 

Commandments in the Old Testament and the Lord’s Prayer in the New. Even Calvin’s Institutes, 

one of the most important theological works in the history of Christianity, is built around that 

simple scheme. 

 

So here is our quick review. There were 2 tablets given to Moses, each one (we may presume) 

containing 5 commandments. The first tablet related primarily to our vertical relationship to God 

and the second to our horizontal relationship to other people. It is not hard to infer from that order 

that unless our relationship to God is in order, our relationship to other human beings will never 

be right. 

 

Commandment #1 is fully in line with the great theme we spoke about in chapter 4: “You shall 

have no other gods before me.” Remember lesson #1 is ‘There is only one God, and there are no 

runners-up!!’ I have said before that until Israel learned that lesson, the revelation of God 

incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ could never be given. First Israel had to know there is just 

one God. That theme will come up yet again tomorrow when we study the great “schema” of 

chapter 6. 

 

Commandment #2 – “You shall not make for yourself an idol” (or in the language of the old KJV, 

a “graven image”). Again that idea is stressed over and over again as Israel struggles to maintain 



a pure worship of God in a culture filled with idolatry. Nothing in creation can ever capture the 

essence of the one who created everything. Any attempts to envision God “in the form of” 

anything He created are dishonoring to Him and deceptive to us. 

 

Commandment #3 – “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.” While that certainly 

includes all of the coarse and disrespectful language that we commonly refer to as ‘cursing’, it is 

a much broader prohibition that that, as is reflected in Jesus’s words in the Sermon on the Mount 

regarding the taking of oaths. 

 

Commandment #4 – “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” You will remember from our 

previous study in Exodus that this is the only one of the Ten Commandments not specifically 

repeated in the New Testament, perhaps because the apostles shifted the day of observance from 

the 7
th
 day to the 1

st
 to mark the day of Jesus’ resurrection. But the principle of reserving one day 

as the Lord ’s Day has not altered at all! 

 

#5 is a kind of bridge between the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 tablets: “Honor your father and your mother as the 

Lord your God has commanded you—so that you may live long and it may go well with you in 

the land the Lord your God is giving you.”  

 

#6, “You shall not murder.” 

 

#7, “You shall not commit adultery.” 

 

#8, “You shall not steal.” 

 

#9, “You shall not give false testimony.” 

 

And #10, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, house, land, man- or maidservant, ox or 

donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 

These 10 commandments are still the basis not only of our moral code as Christians but of the 

civil laws that have governed most of Western civilization for its entire history. 

 

Did you notice what Moses says God’s response was when the children of Israel first promised to 

obey his laws? “Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands 

always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever.” But God already knew 

what we would do with His laws! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 



WEEK 88, DAY 4          DEUTERONOMY 6, 7 and 8 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read chapters 6, 7 and 8 of the book of 

Deuteronomy and Moses is still pouring out his heart to his beloved nation of Israel and his 

themes are, well, somewhat familiar—we might even be tempted to say ‘redundant.’ 

 

There is absolutely nothing here that we have not read and heard before. Nevertheless a careful 

study of these three chapters will make us very glad indeed that we have expended the effort. I 

am pretty sure that we will talk about a few things that you may not have noticed in your initial 

reading today. 

 

The first thing we need to focus on this morning is what we have come to know as the ‘shema.’ 

‘Shema’ is the Hebrew word for ‘hear’ and three times in the part of the book Deuteronomy, 

Moses begins an important bit of teaching by saying ‘Hear O Israel.’ He did it in yesterday’s 

reading at the beginning of chapter 5 when he repeated the Ten Commandments given to Israel by 

the mouth (and the finger) of God on Mt. Sinai. That was certainly an important bit of teaching. 

 

He does it here in 6:4 when he reminds Israel of a truth so basic and important that it is literally 

looked upon as the key text of the entire Jewish Scripture, so important that every synagogue 

service includes it and every orthodox Jew recites these words at least two times in every day! 

And we will read them together again tomorrow morning when Moses reminds Israel (again) that 

the blessings conferred upon them were God’s gifts, not something they had earned by their own 

righteous efforts.  

 

But whenever you hear someone talk or see them write about the ‘shema’ it is the Deuteronomy 

6:4 ‘shema’ that is in view. “Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord, is one. You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” This is the 

cornerstone of the historic Jewish faith. It is important first of all because it captures one of the 

great distinctives of Judaism and of Christianity, which is its legitimate heir. 

 

It states in unequivocal terms that the Lord is God and that he is the only God. He is one. In some 

of our previous studies I have said it this way: Jehovah is God and there are no ‘runners-up’! 

There are no other gods! There are demons, to be sure, and many of those demonic beings may 

be worshiped as gods, but they are created, finite, limited beings—they are not gods! 

 

In the world in which Moses and his people find themselves, there were whole pantheons of so-

called ‘gods’ all around them. There was Baal the storm god whose servants would one day be 

confronted by Elijah on the summit of Mt. Carmel. There was Dagon, the god of the Philistines, 

whose statue would one day fall prostrate before the Ark of the Covenant, and Molech, the 

detestable fire god of the Moabites to whom the final kings of the Davidic line would one day 

offer their own children. There was Asherah, the goddess of fertility whose ‘poles’ would one day 

dot the Israelite countryside. 

 

All of the hundreds of gods worshiped by the Egyptians were known to Moses’s people, as well 

as thousands of other lesser deities—all of them demanding the worship and the allegiance of 

those who claimed their favors and protection. But for Israel, it was to be different. 

 

For Israel (and for we who are the heirs of Israel) there was only one God, Jehovah, the Lord, and 

He was the God of Israel—and there were no rivals!! 

 



Now before we move on from this point I must alert you to the fact that our Jewish friends insist 

that by its insistence this only God is ‘one Lord,’ that the Christian idea of a trinity including a 

Father, Son and Holy Sprit is automatically ruled out because God is “one God” not a “three-in-

one God.” 

 

We as Christians of course believe that the scripture of the New Testament clearly teaches the 

equality of Jesus with God as the incarnate Son of God - “fully God and fully man.”  Further, we 

believe on the strength of Christ’s own teaching, not only that He is fully God but from the Father 

and the Son, a third person, the Holy Spirit, has proceeded, given by the Father and the Son to 

actually live in us and help us in our journey to become all that he intends for us to be. That, 

though somewhat awkwardly stated, is the doctrine of the Trinity. 

 

But does the Deuteronomy teaching that God is “one Lord” pose an obstacle to our Christian 

belief? It does not. There are multiple words in the Hebrew language for ‘one’ and there is, in 

fact, a way to signify absolute indissoluble genesis. But the Hebrew word used in Deuteronomy 6 

is the word ‘echad’ which means a unit of more than one thing. Do you remember when we read 

the book of Ezekiel not long ago, toward the end of that prophet’s ministry God told him to take 

two sticks and put them together as one because that is what he was gong to do with Israel and 

Judah? Do you know what word is used there? It is the same word for “one” that is found in 

Deuteronomy 6:4—the Lord is ‘one’ Lord. Now, it would be a very long ‘stretch’ to say the 

‘shema’ teaches the doctrine of the trinity. We believe that because of the New Testament 

teaching. But the shema does not contradict what Christians believe about a triune God who has 

three persons sharing one divine essence. Well, that is just about as deep into systematic theology 

as we ever get in Know the Word, but I thought it was important to share that with you! 

 

The importance of the teaching the Lord is one and we are to love him with all of our heart, soul 

and strength is underscored for us by Jesus who, when asked about the greatest commandment, 

quoted the shema and then said “and the second greatest commandment is to love your neighbor 

as yourself.”  That story is found in all three of the synoptic gospels. 

 

Now there is a basic three-fold theme running throughout this part of Deuteronomy. If we are 

alert to it, and to some of the key words and ideas that express it, we will certainly not miss the 

message. The three ideas are ‘Remember’ (sometimes that idea is expressed by the words ‘Do not 

forget’), ‘Obey’ (sometimes just ‘do’) and ‘Teach’ (especially your children). Remember what 

God has done and said, obey his commandments and teach your children because our faith is 

always only one generation away from either renewal or extinction. Now, I am not enough of a 

literalist to tie passages of Scripture to my forehead in a little leather box like the phylacteries 

worn by the most orthodox of the Jews (by the way, those boxes usually contain four passages of 

Scripture: Exodus 13:1-10, Exodus 13:11-16, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Deuteronomy 11:13-21. 

Read the passages carefully and you will understand why they have been chosen.) But I do love 

reading Deuteronomy 6:4-9 to the parents of every child I ever dedicate, because it describes our 

job so well. We are the primary and certainly the most influential teachers our children will ever 

have. If they do not learn to love and to live the Word of God from us, how will they ever learn? 

 

These words, “remember,” “obey,” and “teach” are about as good an explanation as I have ever 

found for another phrase which recurs in the chapters we read today as well.  The goal of the 

whole process, Moses says, is so that we will “fear the Lord.” We have seen that expression 

many, many times by now in our adventure in Bible reading. But what does it really mean? It can 

at times include being afraid, like Isaiah facedown before his vision of a “holy, holy, holy” God, 

or Peter saying, “Lord, you scare me too much, please go away” or John on the island of Patmos 

viewing Christ for the first time in His exalted glory. It can also mean being afraid of what will 



happen if I disobey a holy God who is also a righteous God. But most of the time the “fear of 

God” is simply this:  I remember who He is and what He has done, so I obey what I know He has 

told me to do, and I teach others (especially my children) to do the same.  So, how is it with you? 

Do you “fear the Lord?” 

 

If you do as Moses says, here is what you should expect: you’ll live long and He will bless you! 

Now remember that does not mean we will never suffer, but when we obey God we can expect 

His blessing.  It is that simple. 

 

Now here is something you may have missed in today’s reading. (If you saw it right away then it 

just shows how much better you have gotten in reading the Bible in the last 88 weeks!) 

Remember that right after his baptism by John the Baptist, Jesus went into the wilderness where 

he was tested or tempted by Satan? There were three temptations. I know you remember them. #1 

– Turn the rocks into bread; #2 – Jump down from the temple and get the angels to catch you; #3 

– From the mountain top, worship me and I’ll give you all the kingdoms of the world. Well, Jesus 

answered all of Satan’s temptations by quoting Scripture at him. And all three quotes were in our 

reading today. Did you see them? “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.” That was Deuteronomy 8:3. “You shall not put the Lord your 

God to the test” is chapter 6:16, and “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only should 

you serve” is from chapter 6, verse 13. We’ve made the point so many times before it hardly 

needs to be said again, but if Jesus thought it was so important to memorize the Word, we ought 

to be even more serious about it. In the desert, as man, He passed the test (for us) by the power of 

the Word of God. Can there ever be a stronger argument to “Know the Word?”  By the way, there 

are over 80 places in which the New Testament quotes or cites the book of Deuteronomy. The 

writers of the New Testament were also people steeped in the words of this book! 

 

Did you notice anything familiar about verse 6 of chapter 7? “You are a people holy to the Lord 

your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of 

all of the peoples who are on the face of the Earth…” Does that sound like the second chapter of 

1 Peter where the apostle borrows some of the words of Moses to make a similar point? Moses 

goes on to address the point that God did not choose Israel because they were particularly worthy 

or significant, but solely because he decided to love them. But more of that tomorrow.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow! 

 



WEEK 88, DAY 5                  DEUTERONOMY 9, 10 and 11 

 
Good morning. Today we read Deuteronomy chapters 9, 10 and 11, and have finished the  first 

major section of Moses’s second speech to the nation that he has led now for 40 years. Having 

been told by God that the time has finally come for the children of Israel to cross over into the 

Promised Land, and, having been told by God that because of his own rash disobedience at 

Kadesh in the place called Meribah that he would not be allowed to take the nation into the 

Promised Land, Moses is making his ‘farewell’ speeches to the nation he has led so well. 

 

In the overall structure of the book, which you will remember we have said is in the form of a 

‘suzerainty treaty’ between a vassal people and a conquering king, a legal treaty form totally 

consistent with those used toward the end of the second millennium before Christ but not well 

known or used in later post-exilic times when many higher critics have thought this book was 

written (a fact which, by the way, argues very strongly for the traditional view that this book is 

truly the work of Moses himself); chapters 9-11 form the closing part of the section dealing with 

the general stipulations of the treaty between the great king Jehovah and the ‘conquered people’ 

of Israel. 

 

What remains in this second speech and will take us right to the end of the ‘stipulations’ section 

of the treaty, which will comprise everything in chapters 12-25, which we will read together next 

week, and relates to some very specific laws regarding how the nation will be expected to 

worship and conduct itself. While interesting and important in its own right, the heart of Moses’s 

message to his people is in the section of the book we read yesterday and today. 

 

Now before we engage with the material in chapters 9-11, I want to briefly revisit the reason why 

Jehovah has prohibited Moses, this great servant of God, from entering the Promised Land. 

 

The story of Moses’ “failure” is found, you may remember, in Numbers chapter 20. The 

rebellious people of Israel have already been told that because of their persistent unbelief they 

will all (with the exception of those under the age of 20 years and the two faithful warriors, Caleb 

and Joshua) die in the wilderness. Rather than making them more humble and submissive to their 

God-given leaders, they have now become even more difficult to lead. Now, in chapter 20 of the 

book of Numbers they have come to the region of Kadesh and specifically to the wilderness of 

Zin and once again there is no water. A familiar refrain goes up: “Moses, why have you brought 

us here to die? It would have been better to have stayed in Egypt. At least we had plenty of water 

there.”  Moses consults with God and the Lord tells him to speak to a rock and He will supply the 

needed water—just like a much earlier incident right after the Red Sea deliverance when God told 

Moses to “strike” the rock with his rod. 

 

So Moses, who is mightily frustrated with these grumbling unbelievers, why by their persistent 

rebellion have now extended the desert wandering for what will turn out to be an additional 38 

years, does what God told him to do except instead of speaking to the rock he strikes it with his 

rod in anger and frustration. The water comes, but for his own lack of control Moses is now 

prohibited from himself going over into the Promised Land! 

 

I have to tell you that God’s response to what sounds like a pretty minor deviation from the plan 

seems to me to be a major over-reaction to a minor outburst of frustration that Moses had, not 

toward God, but toward the same crew of people that consistently elicited expressions of 

frustration from Jehovah himself. In short, in my opinion God is being way too hard on Moses. I 

think Moses had every right in the world to be more than a little upset with the Israelites. And 

after all, in striking the rock with his rod he was only doing exactly what God had told him to do 



the first time they had been in this situation! Okay, you have the picture now, and in response to 

my own charge that God wasn’t being fair to Moses here, let me briefly say just 3 things. First: it 

is foolish in the extreme for anyone with a limited, finite, and potentially sinful bias to question 

the wisdom of God’s actions or decisions—I think we learned that from the prophet Jonah 

(among many others) and from the book of Job. “My ways are higher than your ways and my 

thoughts are higher than your thoughts…” 

 

Second, there was more going on than just Moses being frustrated with the Israelites. When he 

struck the rock his words were “Hear now you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this 

rock?” Whether he meant it or not, it certainly sounded like he and Aaron (not God) were 

responsible for the miracle, and one principle that we have noted scores of times in our reading of 

God’s word is that God will never share his glory with another. Any time and any place we take 

credit for doing what God has done, we have put ourselves in a very dangerous place. “My glory, 

I will not share with another.” In fact, that principle shows up again in the warnings of chapter 9. 

Finally, and this was a new thought to me this morning, in Moses’s submission to God’s decision, 

which had to have come as a crushing blow to the man who has had only one goal for the last 40 

years: i.e., let’s get to the Promised Land, we have both an amazing contrast and a fabulous role 

model for how to respond to the “discipline” that God brings into our lives when we screw up and 

sin. 

 

38 years before, when God told Israel that because of their unbelief in listening to the faithless 

spies who said “we can’t go in and conquer the giants across the Jordan,” they would have to wait 

for a whole new generation to mature, Israel’s response was “let’s ‘undo’ our sin by doing it 

now.” In other words, “God, your discipline is too harsh. We will not submit to it. We don’t think 

you’re being fair to us.” The results of that attitude and the action that followed it were disastrous. 

Moses, by contrast, like David many years later, simply says: “Lord, you are right. I have sinned 

against you and I accept whatever discipline you impose. Just please let my relationship with you 

be restored.” That, my friends, is a model of Biblical repentance and is how I want to live my life! 

 

Now, the chapters that we read this morning begin with another “shema”—another “Hear, O 

Israel.” But what they hear this time is anything but complimentary. It is a real good news / bad 

news message. The good news is that their success in conquering the Canaanite nation, in driving 

out the giants, the Anakim who apparently actually were real-life giants (remember Og’s 13-foot 

“bed?”) is absolutely assured.  It’s going to happen because God will go before them as a 

“consuming fire.” 

 

The bad news is that this great victory will have nothing whatever to do with their righteous 

obedience to the terms of their covenant or treaty with God.  In fact, it is not so much that God is 

giving them the land as it is that God is driving out and judging the Canaanites, and, unless they 

change their ways and begin to obey God and fear him, what is now happening to the Canaanites 

will soon enough happen to them as well!  “Shema.” “Hear, O Israel.”  Remember and do not 

forget—a particularly strong way of emphasizing what comes next—your entire history as my 

chosen people has been characterized by two things: rebelliousness and stubbornness. 

 

I just had to stop for a few minutes to ask God what words would best describe my covenantal 

relationship with him. You see, my relationship with God, though Christ, is just like Israel’s. I too 

was chosen by His electing love, not because of any great potential in me or any inherent 

righteousness, but completely and solely because He decided to love me (ponder that for a while 

and it will blow you away!). Yes, I had to decide to say yes to a treaty with the great king who 

lays down all of the conditions and terms, but the impetus lies completely with Him and I got to 

dictate none of the terms of the treaty. 



 

Now, it is my fervent wish that an unbiased observer would look at my history since signing on to 

my personal covenant with God and say, like God did of Caleb, “He completely followed the 

Lord his God.” But my own heart tells me that all too often God’s assessment of the nation of 

Israel would be more applicable: “Soper? Rebellious and stubborn.” I wonder, what would your 

report card say? 

 

Once again, our time is rapidly disappearing and there is so much more that I want to say to you, 

but once again this morning our general motif of Remember, Obey and Teach is very much in 

evidence. And if we remember, obey and teach, we are living out what it means to “fear the 

Lord” which in chapter 10 is well-described by four verbs: “walk in his ways,” “love him,” “serve 

him with all your heart and all your soul,” and “keep his commands.” Along with the “What does 

the Lord require of you?” passage we discovered in Micah 6:8, these verses from Deuteronomy 

10:12 and 13 are as good a description as I can find of what it means to “fear the Lord.” 

 

Just one more brief observation and we will be done for this morning. Did you notice the story 

behind the story—Moses’ first-hand report of what really happened during these two mysterious 

40-day periods he spent alone with God on Mount Sinai? The Exodus account doesn’t tell us very 

much about what went on inside that cloud on Mt. Sinai. But Moses, now at the end of his life, 

wants his people, the ones who were only children at the time it happened, too know what really 

went on, and there are a few things we will not have time to really talk about but I want to at least 

note them in passing. 

 

1. There were two supernatural fasts from both food and drink back-to-back in Moses’ life. The 

first before the golden calf experience when he got the Ten Commandments the first time, and the 

second right after the golden calf incident when he got the second set of tablets from God (one is 

reminded of Jesus’ supernatural 40-day fast in the wilderness). 

 

2. Moses talks about his amazing intercession with God on behalf of Israel when God was 

threatening to just wipe them out and start again with Moses. This prayer is a model of 

intercessory prayer that has many strong parallels in Scripture. If you are going to lead the people 

of God, you had better learn to pray as an intercessor! Hint: the next time you read through the 

entire Bible, pay particular attention to the intercessory prayers and pray-ers you discover. That 

study will pay very rich dividends. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I will talk with you again on Monday. 


