
WEEK 87, DAY 1                LEVITICUS 16 and 17 

 

Good morning and welcome to Week 87 of Know the Word. This is Pastor Soper. This morning 

we read Chapters 16 and 17 of the Book of Leviticus. This week we will finish reading the 

previously unread section of this manual for ancient Israel’s worship and return to finish the Book 

of Hebrews. Our purpose in reading portions of Leviticus in conjunction with the Book of 

Hebrews has been to place into sharp relief the contrast between the worship of the old covenant 

and the worship of the new, made possible by the work of Jesus Christ, the better High Priest and 

the better sacrifice. The theme of Hebrews, remember, is “Christ is better.” The comparison of 

the Book of Hebrews was made necessary by the fact that some of the Jewish Christians were in 

danger, perhaps because of persecution, of apostatizing and returning to Judaism. The purpose of 

the Book of Hebrews is to show the foolishness, the futility and the danger of that. 

 

In our prior excursions into portions of the Book of Leviticus, we read about the major feasts of 

the Jews. There is Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread; then the Feast of First Fruits; 

followed by the Feast of Weeks; there is the Feast of Trumpets (a one-day feast); the Day of 

Atonement; and the Feast of Tabernacles. You will also remember the Feast of Purim - associated 

with the deliverance in the time of Esther - came much later, and the feast which the modern Jews 

call the Festival of Lights or Chanukah, was established after the closing of the Old Testament 

canon, to celebrate the deliverance in the time of the Maccabees. 

 

We have noted before, then, the existence of the Day of Atonement (in Hebrew that is Yom 

Kippur), but it was in today’s reading that we really became acquainted with its purpose and its 

procedures. 

 

The first thing that we ought to notice this morning is that it was introduced to Israel after the 

deaths of Nadab and Abihu, the two sons of Aaron who were killed by the Lord because they 

offered “strange fire” before the Lord. In introducing the regulations concerning the Day of 

Atonement, it is clear that one of God’s concerns here was to insure that the holiness of the room 

behind the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, where the Ark of the 

Covenant was kept and where God’s own presence dwelt with His people, was respected. No one 

except the High Priest himself would ever be able to enter that place, and then only one time in a 

year. 

 

(Just in passing, it is probably worth sating the curiosity of some of your inquiring minds by 

answering the question that I know has posed itself. If no one but Aaron and his successors could 

enter the Most Holy Place, how could the Ark ever be moved as Israel marched through the 

desert? The answer, of course, is that a kind of exception was made. I say a “kind of” because 

before the Tabernacle and the Ark were ever moved, the presence of God had already departed. 

They followed, you will recall, the pillar of cloud and fire, which rested over the Tabernacle and 

specifically over the Ark, so if it moved that meant His presence had left the Most Holy Place in 

order to guide them. Second, the Tabernacle itself was dismantled for moving in such a way that 

the curtains which created the Most Holy Place were taken down from the outside so that when 

the Levites arrived whose job it was to carry the Ark on specially consecrated poles, the Most 

Holy Place had itself already been removed.) 

 

Only the High Priest could appear before the presence of the Lord in the Most Holy Place, one 

time per year on the tenth day of the seventh month - Yom Kippur. The purpose of the visit was 

very well-defined. He was to offer sacrifices - a sin offering and then a burnt offering, first for 

himself and his family and then for the entire nation of Israel, to atone for all of their sins in the 

previous year. 



 

Did you notice that on this special day Aaron was to wear different clothes than usual? They were 

simpler clothes than the elaborate and ornate attire that the High Priest usually wore. In fact, from 

Exodus 39 it appears that these clothes were “plainer than the attire of the ordinary priests” 

(Samuel Schultz, p. 85). Dr. Schultz suggests: “that elaborate garments might have detracted from 

the somberness of the occasion” (ibid.). 

 

The order of events on that day went like this: Aaron would prepare himself by bathing and 

putting on the special garments reserved for the occasion. Next, he would sacrifice a bull as a sin 

offering for his own sins and for those of his own family. Then the first of the two goats, one 

selected by lot, was also slaughtered and placed before the Lord as a sin offering for the people of 

Israel. Like the bull before it, Aaron would sprinkle its blood first upon the cover of the Ark - the 

Atonement Cover, or Mercy Seat - and then sprinkle its blood seven times in front of the Ark. 

Burning coals and incense brought by Aaron into the Most Holy Place provided a thick covering 

of smoke over the Ark of God. 

 

Then, moving again outside the Tabernacle back to the altar which stood outside it, Aaron would 

atone for the altar itself by placing the blood of both the bull and the goat upon the horns of the 

altar. No one else could be present inside the Tabernacle except for Aaron during the whole 

ceremony.  

 

Next, the second goat, called the scapegoat (the Hebrew word translated in some of your Bibles is 

“Azazel”) was brought. Now, outside the Tabernacle and in public, Aaron laid both hands on the 

scapegoat and he publically confessed “all of the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites - all 

their sins”. (That bit of explanation comes for special emphasis.) And he put them on the goat’s 

head. A man appointed for the task then took that scapegoat into the wilderness and released him 

in the desert. The symbolism was clear enough. The sin of Israel had been laid on the goat and 

removed from the presence of God and of His people. 

 

Then Aaron took off those special clothes, bathed again and dressed in his normal priestly garb. 

Following that, two rams were sacrificed as burnt offerings, one for Aaron and one for the people. 

Another man appointed for this task would then take the remains of the two rams outside the 

camp and burn them completely. Both he and the man who released the scapegoat had to bathe 

themselves and wash their clothes before they could return to the camp. 

 

May I read you again from Dr. Schultz? “Conscious of their need for cleansing again in order to 

approach a Holy God, the Israelites were assured that the blood of the sin offering removed their 

uncleanness, and the uncleanness of all the material things used in their approach to God - the 

Tabernacle, the altar, and the Ark of the Covenant with its cover the Mercy Seat. The priest who 

represented them was also cleaned…the removal of sins was vividly portrayed. In the New 

Testament, Paul, reflecting on man’s need for cleansing for sin, uses several expressions in his 

letter to the Romans that reflect the uniqueness of the sin offering of the Day of Atonement. He 

asserts that God sent ‘His own Son in the likeness of man to be a sin offering’ (8:3) and that 

Christ ‘was delivered over to death for our sin’ (4:25). To the Corinthians he pointed out that God 

gave Jesus ‘who knew no sin to be sin for us’ (2 Corinthians 5:21) perhaps, as an illusion to the 

Day of Atonement ritual of the sins of Israel being laid symbolically upon the live goat…” 

 

“The blood of Christ provided access to God, even as the blood sprinkled by the High Priest 

provided access to God in the Tabernacle. Paul asserts that God has presented Jesus as a ‘sacrifice 

of atonement (a propitiation) through faith in the blood’” (Romans 3:25) (Schultz; pp. 87-88). 

 



When we return to the Book of Hebrews later this week, we will see how important the ceremony 

on the Day of Atonement is to our writer’s argument about the superiority of Christ. Not only is 

he a better priest - He is also a better sacrifice! 

 

Chapter 17, which we also read this morning, concerns itself with one of the everyday affairs of 

God’s people - eating. Once again I want to remind you that God’s commands to Israel about 

what they could and could not eat or do were partly designed to protect their health and partly 

designed to protect them from associations that the peoples of their times had placed upon these 

activities. 

 

Two things stand out from Chapter 17. The first is that it was only at the Tabernacle that the 

Israelites were allowed to sacrifice their animals. Interestingly, in the Book of Deuteronomy, we 

will see Moses removing that regulation for Israel after they inherited the land of Canaan. 

Clearly, in the context of Leviticus, however, the purpose is to ensure that no one in Israel - or out 

of it - will associate the sacrifice of animals with the worship of any other god than Jehovah. 

 

The discussion in the New Testament of handling meat that has first been offered to idols (it 

shows up as an issue in Acts 15 and in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8 and 10) shows us 

something of both the importance of the issue and the different way in which the New Testament 

deals with it because of the finished work of Christ. 

 

The second thing that stands out was the prohibition against eating blood. “The life is in the 

blood”. That is the principle stated, and repeated, in Leviticus 17. It is through blood that 

atonement was made. It was the shedding of blood that provided access to God and the 

forgiveness of sin. To handle blood in an inappropriate manner was to disrespect God and to 

show disrespect for life itself. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk to you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 87, DAY 2            LEVITICUS 21, 22 and 24 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Chapters 21, 22 and 24 of the Book of 

Leviticus. Tomorrow we will finish with this book so that we can return to our study of the Book 

of Hebrews. 

 

I hope that our readings over the past few days in this book have impressed you with the awful 

solemnity of the Levitical system. The holiness of God, the need to remain clean before Him, the 

incredible amount of energy and time devoted by worshipers to staying in fellowship with God, 

all of these things demand our attention. Most of all, for me at least, the incredible number of 

sacrifices prescribed and expected, with all of the cost and all the blood, make the method of 

approaching God in the Old Testament a burdensome thing and a frightful thing. 

 

We began this morning by reading more regulations pertaining to the priests. The emphasis here, 

as we have come to expect, is upon the fact that the priest must remain clean before God and the 

reason which is given, over and over again is: “Because I the Lord am Holy - I who made you am 

Holy.”  Three different times in Chapter 21 that is stated. Several more times it simply says, “I 

am the Lord.” That is enough to remind the readers of the need for holiness. “I am the Lord.” 

 

Did you notice that several times in our reading this morning, the sacrifices are described by 

Moses as “the food of God”? I have to admit to you that this expression surprised me because of 

the great lengths that the Old Testament went to distance the worship of Jehovah from the pagan 



religions of the nations of Canaan which surrounded Israel. In most of these pagan systems, food 

would be offered to an idol with the expectation that the image made of stone could actually eat 

what was offered. Later, surreptitiously, the pagan priest would dispose of the food, whether by 

eating it themselves or by quietly selling it to a willing merchant. In the case of Israel, then, 

where God was known to be incorporate, that is, without a body, and thus not in need of 

sustenance, the expression “the food of God” was a figure of speech - a metaphor used to signify 

a spiritual truth, that is, that worship is to God as food is to a man in terms of its importance and 

value. Even with the use of this expression that might confuse a pagan, the Israelites were not 

likely to get the wrong idea. And through the Book of Leviticus, it is clearly stated that the priests 

are to reserve a portion of the offerings for their own nourishment while other parts are to be 

completely consumed by the fire. 

 

Once again this morning we were confronted by the fact that both the priests who offered them, 

and the sacrifices that were brought, had to be both “clean” and “unblemished”. Those two words 

were incredibly important to the ancient Israelite. Every single action had to be weighed in light 

of its implications regarding these two issues. “A priest, “ we are told in Chapter 21, “must not 

make himself ceremonially unclean” for anyone who dies, except for a close relative - a mother, 

father, brother or an unmarried, dependent sister. The High Priest could not even defile himself 

by touching the dead body of his mother or father! 

 

Say, do you remember the story of the Good Samaritan that Jesus told? I am sure that most of us 

have pretty bad feelings toward the priest and the Levite who passed by on the other side of the 

road, but there was more at issue in their minds than the trouble involved, or the time it might 

take, or the danger inherent in ministering to the mugging victim they found on the road. They 

were probably also thinking this way: “If the man who is badly injured dies while I am tending to 

him, that will make me ceremonially unclean - or if after I touch him I discover he is leprous or 

has sores or other conditions that would render me unclean - I will have violated the Law. Even if 

I want to help him, I dare not take the risk.” 

 

Even the attitudes of the Pharisees and priests toward Jesus become a whole lot more 

understandable in light of these Levitical regulations. Take, for example, their horror at Christ’s 

willingness to touch a leper. It is not just a “holier than Thou” attitude that was driving the 

religious leaders of Jesus’ day. It was the degree to which they had been steeped in the Levitical 

Law. If you were going to approach a Holy God you had to be “clean.” The regulations were 

meant to distance the Israelites from the carnality and sensuality of Canaanite worship, but they 

had the effect of making them so paranoid about external defilement that they were unwilling to 

risk involvement with people with genuine human need. (We probably ought to note that only the 

priests were forbidden to defile themselves by touching dead bodies. An ordinary worshiper 

would be expected to respond to the need of removing and burying a dead neighbor with only the 

difficulty of temporary uncleanness to deal with). 

 

Even the horror of the scribes and Pharisees at Jesus’ willingness to be seen with people like 

prostitutes is partially explainable in light of the Levitical system. Contact with such people 

would make you unclean. It confused them that Christ who claimed to represent God in the most 

intimate way, would deliberately put Himself in places where ceremonial uncleanness could 

easily result. 

 

The other word to which I alluded was “unblemished”. That word denotes perfection. Thus, 

physical defects, though they did not make a priest ceremonially unclean (he could still share in 

the provision for the priests in the sacrificial meal) would eliminate a priest from actually 

presenting the offering of sacrifice to the Lord. Blindness, lameness, any deformity or 



disfigurement, any eye problems - even damaged testicles would disqualify a priest from offering 

the sacrifice. 

 

The same rule of thumb was applied to the animals which were brought for the sacrifice. They 

also had to be outwardly perfect.  All of this was meant to emphasize the holiness and the 

perfection of the God to whom worship was offered, but it would have had the immediate effect 

of devaluing (in the minds of other worshipers) the people who were by their handicaps 

prohibited from serving. 

 

As a person born with a birth defect that would have prohibited me from offering the sacrifices as 

a priest, I am glad that I live with the “better way” that the Book of Hebrews describes. We must 

remember, though, all of these regulations were intended not to exclude but to teach some 

incredibly important and positive principles: 

 

 #1: God is Holy. 

 #2: Worship of a Holy God demands moral and physical purity. 

#3: God’s holiness sets the standard of perfection. The emphasis on physical cleanliness 

and physical perfection is only meant to mirror the more important issues of moral purity 

and spiritual perfection. 

 

“Throughout Chapters 21 and 22, the emphasis is on the priest’s responsibility to stand between 

God and the Israelites at the sanctuary. They were to be ever vigilant in maintaining holiness and 

avoiding contact with uncleanness. At the same time, they were assured that it was God who 

made them holy and qualified them to come into His presence.” 

 

“Instructions concerning the offerings were addressed to both the priests and the Israelites. The 

priests, by precept and example, were to impress on the Israelites a proper reverence in 

worshiping God. In that way, God would be ‘acknowledged as holy by the Israelites’ (verse 32). 

Among the nations that surrounded them, the Israelites were unique in having a vital relationship 

with God.” (Schultz; p. 104) 

 

The instructions at the beginning of Chapter 24, for the care of the lamps in the Tabernacle and 

the bread provided for the priests, are more indications for us that absolutely nothing was left 

uncovered in God’s instructions to Moses for the care and maintenance of the Tabernacle and the 

Levitical system of sacrifice. Once again, the Pharisaic penchant for spelling out every last detail, 

their preoccupation with “jots and tittles” is undeniably rooted in the Book of Leviticus. Reading 

this book carefully has helped me immeasurably in my effort to understand the mindset of the 

religious leaders of Jesus’ day, and, I confess, it has even given me a certain measure of sympathy 

for the incredible change in thinking patterns that Christ’s presence was requiring of them. As I 

contemplate all of this, this morning, I honestly wonder how easy it would have been for me to 

respond to Christ had I been in their place! 

 

The incidence regarding the man who blasphemed God’s name (did you notice the designation of 

God’s name as simply “The Name”?) probably occurred shortly “after Moses had given 

instructions for the observance of the feasts” (that is in Chapter 23 which we previously read) 

“and for the care of the Holy Place. The drastic penalty for cursing reinforced” the holiness of 

God. 

 

The prohibition against using the name of God in any unholy manner, in a curse, was found in the 

Ten Commandments, but until this incident, the punishment had not been laid down. The 

exacting of the death penalty for swearing seems very extreme to you and me, but it is a measure 



of how seriously God wanted the Israelites to take the issue of His holiness. Can you for even a 

moment imagine what it would be like if in the church today we were half as concerned about 

God’s holiness as they were? 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 87, DAY 3                LEVITICUS 26 and 27 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Leviticus chapters 26 and 27 and finished 

this Old Testament book of rules and regulations. I must confess to you that is definitely not my 

favorite book of the Bible. I am not drawn to it over and over again to refresh my troubled spirit 

or to be inspired by all the wonderful things God has in store for me. I do read it from time to 

time however, not only because it falls into the schedule of my regular reading, but also because 

it reminds me of three preeminent truths. The first is that sin is a horrible thing. Anything that 

would necessitate the incredible number of sacrifices and amount of blood shed by the sacrificial 

system is a horrible reality. Dad after day, blood sacrifice after blood sacrifice, Aaron and the 

priests reminded the children of Israel of that terrible fact. 

 

The second truth that Leviticus drives home with frequency and ferocity is the fact that God 

requires holiness of His people. The regulations are nearly mind-boggling. The rituals are costly 

and time-consuming and at times they even seem cruel. (I am sure that many deeds of kindness 

and charity went undone in Israel because their performance would have resulted in the 

benefactor becoming ceremonially unclean!) But all of these regulations existed to make God’s 

people constantly aware of God’s holiness and the need for them to reflect that holiness in their 

own lives! 

 

The third truth that reading Leviticus always highlights for me is the simple thesis of the Book of 

Hebrews: Christ is better! Hallelujah - that is true! He is a better revealer of God than the angels 

or Moses. He is a better priest than Aaron or Melchizedek. He is a better sacrifice than the 

repetitive sacrifices of bulls or goats. The covenant He established (we will read about that 

tomorrow) is a better covenant than the one enacted on Mount Sinai. Christ is better!! 

 

Just in case you were wondering why we did not read Chapter 25 today, we covered that chapter 

in conjunction with our reading of the Book of Exodus so that we could better understand the 

concept of Sabbath and the year of Jubilee which were mentioned in the earlier book. 

 

Having read all of the wisdom of Old Testament Israel, I am quite sure that reading Leviticus 

chapter 26 this morning would have provoked in you an eerie sense of wonder. The curses that 

God said would come upon Israel if they did not obey His commands turn out to be prophecies, 

for they exactly prefigure all that actually occurred. One almost wants to shout, “Why wouldn’t 

they listen? How could they not see what was happening?” Leviticus 26 was coming true right 

before their eyes and yet they refused to see it! 

 

Chapter 26 is laid out in the form of the suzerainty treaties that we have discussed before. “I am 

the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt”. Now here are the rules. In this chapter only 

three rules are stipulated: (1) Do not make or worship idols; (2) Keep the Sabbath and (3) 

Reverence my sanctuary. Your excellent knowledge of Israel’s subsequent history is more than 

sufficient to bring to your minds a multiplicity of instances in which each of the three stipulations 

were violated. Every single Israelite king and the great majority of Judah’s kings from the days of 

Rehoboam and Jeroboam onward violated the first one, and, in beginning with the sons of 

Solomon, we are overlooking a score of other violations. As quickly as the days of the judges, the 



successors of Joshua, the Sabbath laws were being violated and in particular, the law which 

demanded that the ground lie fallow very seventh year, was forgotten nearly as soon as it was 

given. The idea of reverencing God’s sanctuary got a little better play, at least early on in Israel’s 

history, because of His visible presence over the Holy of Holies, and also because of what 

happened to Aaron’s sons Nada and Abihu, but soon enough that too was being carelessly 

profaned as was demonstrated by the actions of the sons of Eli in Samuel’s day. 

 

In accordance with the form of a proper suzerainty treaty, God stipulates what He will do if the 

Israelites keep covenant with Him. It is an impressive list. If (these promises are conditional) 

Israel obeys God’s laws He will promise them four things:  

 

(1) First, rain and good crops - there is nothing more basic to a nation’s prosperity than 

an adequate supply of food and water. In the arid culture of the ancient Near East, a 

guarantee like this would be unbelievably good news for the nation - especially in 

light of their nomadic existence in the wilderness at the time that it was given. But 

God promised more - much more. 

 

(2) Second, He promised them safety in the land. On the strength of their obedience, God 

said he would drive out the savage beasts from the land. That would be a wonderful 

boon to the new inhabitants of Canaan, but even better, He would keep the 

surrounding nations from successfully invading Israel’s land. Notice, He does not 

promise them freedom from war, but instead guarantees that no one will successfully 

invade Israel’s territory and that all of her enemies would flee in battle.  

 

(3) Third, God guarantees that He would greatly increase their population. 

 

(4) And last, but definitely not least, He promises that His presence would be in their 

midst.  

 

All they had to do was obey Him. SO much for the blessings of obedience. 

 

The curses that would follow disobedience are frightful: 

 

(1) First, “sudden terror, wasting diseases, fever to destroy your sight and drain away 

your life”. 

 

(2) Second, invasions - seed planted by the Israelites will be harvested by their enemies - 

“You will flee even when no one is pursuing you.”  

 

In the face of continued disobedience, seven-fold punishments: diseases, invasions, famine, wild 

animals, plague, sieges that bring starvation that literally drive people to the point of cannibalism 

(something that actually did occur in Israel) and finally dispersion from the land. 

 

The unbelievable thing to me is that even after every single one of these curses were visited on 

the Northern Kingdom, and it was swept off into an Assyrian captivity from which it never 

returned, Judah, the Southern Kingdom, still refused to repent and return to the Lord. 

 

From Chapter 26 we learn that even with the faithlessness of Israel, God will not entirely reject 

His people. That is because the covenant He made with Abraham was unconditional, but the 

covenant on Sinai had some very definite conditions and the sad fact is that Israel broke the 

covenant, and, forsaking the promised blessings, embraced instead the curses. The Scripture is 



full of promised blessings to those who obey the Word of God. When we disobey Him, we not 

only forfeit the blessings promised, we consciously are choosing to embrace the curses which 

follow from disobedience! 

 

The last chapter in the Book of Leviticus is related to the practice of making vows to the Lord. 

Four kinds of things are discussed in this chapter: (1) A vow could involve a person, in which 

case service to God, often in the Tabernacle or Temple, was promised. Such a vow could involve 

yourself, as in the case of one making a Nazarite vow. Paul made such a vow in the Book of Acts 

and traveled to Jerusalem to fulfill it. Alternatively, a parent might make such a vow on behalf of 

a child. Hannah’s dedication of Samuel to serve God in the Tabernacle is an example of this kind 

of vow. (2) Next, a person might offer an animal. This was probably the most common kind of 

vow and we have already read instructions pertaining to such offerings in the Book of Leviticus. 

(3) Property could also be dedicated to the Lord and in such a case the actual value of the 

property would become the perpetual property of the priests if it had been devoted by its original 

owner, or when, if it had been acquired by a new owner before its dedication, it would revert to 

the original owner. (4) Finally, a vow might involve the giving of produce to the Lord. 

 

In any case, vows were voluntary promises made to God. These vows were “self imposed and 

often made in the context of self-discipline, with a view to accomplishing certain goals in one’s 

relationship with God” (Schultz; p. 135). You did not have to make a vow, but if you did, it was a 

very sacred and solemn thing not to be lightly disregarded. You may remember the injunction of 

Ecclesiastes 5:4-5: “When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no 

pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.” 

 

It was possible under certain circumstances, however, to redeem or buy back that which is vowed. 

This process is described in Chapter 27. It involved having the priests set a monetary value upon 

that which has been given and then paying that amount plus a 20% redemption fee into the 

treasury. 

 

The practice of giving vows, of course, presupposed the expected discipline of tithing. One-tenth 

of the flocks and herds and harvests already belonged to the Lord and had to be brought to the 

priests. Vows were over and above the normal tithes and were brought in the same spirit in which 

we bring our “offerings” today. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 87, DAY 4                    HEBREWS 7, 8 and 9 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Hebrews chapters 7, 8 and 9 and returned 

after a rather extended (but I trust beneficial) absence to the argument of the epistle which 

demonstrates the superiority of Christ and the new covenant over the priesthood and the old 

dispensation. 

 

Just before we left Hebrews to finish up the Book of Leviticus, the statement was made, at the 

end of Chapter 6, that Jesus Christ “is a High Priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek”. Our 

reading today picks up on that statement and demonstrates that in its exposition that Christ is a 

different kind of priest than Aaron and a better one at that. 

 

You will remember, all the way back in the fourteenth chapter of the Book of Genesis, that 

Melchizedek appears out of nowhere as the king-priest of the city of Salem - a priest of El-Elyon, 

God Most High. It is to him, or rather through him, that Abraham gave a tithe after returning from 



the battle in which he defeated the four kings and rescued his nephew Lot. That story interested 

us for a number of reasons: (1) It mentioned a priest of God before the time of the Aaronic 

priesthood; (2) In the person of Melchizedek, two very important offices, those of priest and king, 

are drawn together. There is no other such instance in the entire Old Testament, and other kings 

who took it upon themselves to function as both priest and king were severely punished 

(remember the story of Saul who did not wait for Samuel’s arrival to make an offering)? (3) The 

incident introduces us to the concept of tithing - again, well before the time when Moses taught 

the children of Israel that God required it; (4) Melchizedek, who disappears from the Genesis 

account as quickly as he appears, was the King of Salem - the city whose name means “peace” 

and which later became Jerusalem and (5) the name Melchizedek means in Hebrew “King of 

Righteousness”. 

 

All of those peculiarities would surely be enough to make us curious about Melchizedek, but it is 

this passage in the Book of Hebrews that makes him much more than an intriguing bit of 

historical trivia, for here in his effort to show that Christ is better, the author of the epistle makes 

Melchizedek to be a type of Christ.  

 

The King of Salem in Abraham’s day was a shadow - a signpost pointing to the perfect priest who 

was yet to come. I probably need to say that this was not simply an arbitrary comparison drawn in 

some fanciful way out of an overly zealous presenter’s mind. It is itself based upon a prophetic 

uttering of another king who was not a priest, but a prophet, David, who in a clearly Messianic 

passage in Psalm 110 says that the Messiah will be a priest “forever in the order of Melchizedek”. 

 

The argument of Hebrews 7 runs something like this: Melchizedek’s priesthood can be said to be 

a different priesthood than that of Aaron’s sons because his priesthood was not in any way 

dependent upon his physical lineage, but was directly related to a divine appointment. He is 

introduced into the Genesis account with no word at all about his parentage - an idea unheard of 

in later times when no priest could ever be recognized without a full accounting of his ancestors. 

Melchizedek’s priesthood could even be said in a way to be superior to the Aaronic order because 

Abraham, from whom Aaron was descended, offered the tithe to Melchizedek. 

 

The Aaronic priesthood and the Levitical system which depended upon it was incomplete - you 

might even go so far as to say it was fatally flawed - not because it was somehow less effective 

than God had planned it to be, but because God always meant that it also should function as a 

type - a signpost of the better - indeed the perfect - system which would be inaugurated by the 

Great High Priest to whom it pointed, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Christ was a different kind of priest from Aaron and his sons - a “Melchizedek priest”, if you will. 

He was not of the tribe of Levi - everyone knew He was from Judah - but like Melchizedek, His 

office was dependent, not upon lineage but upon direct appointment from God. And unlike the 

sons of Aaron who passed down their office from father to son because they got old and died, 

Jesus is a priest forever. There will never be another High Priest to succeed Him. 

 

Now, a different order of priesthood implies a different order of covenant, and Jesus, we are told, 

“has become the guarantor of a better (indeed, a perfect) covenant” because unlike His 

predecessors of Aaron’s line, “He is able to save completely those who come to God through 

Him” - “He always lives to intercede” for us, He does not need to offer repetitive sacrifices, first 

for His own sin and then for ours, for “He sacrificed for their sins once for all when He offered 

Himself.” 

 



Our recent reading concerning the ceremony surrounding the Day of Atonement in the Book of 

Leviticus will serve us well this morning in understanding the comparison that is being made. 

Aaron had to offer the bull first for his own sin and then was able to slay the first goat for the sins 

of Israel and lay hands upon the scapegoat who would be driven into the wilderness with the sins 

of Israel upon his head. And every year it had to be done again, and every single day of the 

intervening months more sacrifices would be needed to atone for the sins of each and every man 

and woman in Israel. 

 

The new, “forever High Priest”, Jesus Christ, is better, and the covenant that He made on our 

behalf with God is infinitely superior to the one that attached itself to Aaron and his sons. Christ 

is better - don’t look back - that is the message! 

 

From our reading today, then, we have learned that Melchizedek was a ‘type’ of Christ. We have 

further learned that the Aaronic priesthood and the sacrifices were also a ‘type’ of Christ. Finally, 

we are taught that the Tabernacle itself was a ‘type’. We are told in Chapter 7 that the Tabernacle 

and the Temple which followed it were earthly copies of a heavenly reality. 

 

It is in the passage that we read today that we get specific Biblical instructions as to the spiritual 

significance of the Tabernacle’s worship forms. We are told that the annual rite on the Day of 

Atonement was intended to show that the true way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been 

disclosed - that would happen at Calvary. The repetition itself showed the inability of the 

sacrifices to deal with the consequences of sin - they were signs and symbols. 

 

Chapter 9, verses 11 through 15, are critically important to anyone who is seeking to fully 

understand the work of Christ upon the cross. We are taught that His death was (1) redemptive, 

i.e., that by His blood He purchased our forgiveness. We are told, too, that His sacrifice was (2) 

final, in that its effects are eternal. It is (3) complete - there is nothing more that can be done. 

More than that, it is a finished act with (4) present ongoing results. George Milligan in his classic 

book The Theology of the Book of Hebrews says, “Sharers in it are enabled to stand before God 

not merely in the remembrance of a past death, but in the power of a present life” (p. 154). (5) It 

is representative - He died not for His own sin but for ours and (6) it is voluntary, in that Christ 

freely chose (unlike the sacrificial animals of the Old Testament) to offer His blood as a ransom 

for our sin. 

 

There is an interesting sidebar which addresses itself to Hebrews chapter 9 and has embedded 

itself so deeply into our thought patterns that it is reflected in the way we refer to the two 

divisions of Holy Scripture. We call them the “Old and New Testaments”. But do you know how 

they got that name? It comes from Hebrews 9, but if you are using the New International 

translation like I am, you would not know it. 

 

It all concerns the Greek word “diatheke” which is almost always translated in English by the 

word “covenant”. The problem arises, however, in the fact that a second meaning of “diatheke” is 

“testament”, as in “last will and testament.” In nearly every New Testament passage in which the 

word is used, it is obvious that “covenant” is the better translation. This is all the more evident by 

the fact that the translators of the Septuagint (that, you will remember is the ancient Greek 

translation of the Hebrew Bible) uniformly used “diatheke” as the Greek equivalent of the 

Hebrew word “berith” - “covenant”. The problem in Hebrews 9 arises in the illustration which is 

used - that of a last will and testament - and so in this one place, feeling the force of the 

illustration, many translators including the King James scholars, have opted for “testament” over 

“covenant”. Here we have the “Old and New Testaments.” For the sake of consistency and 

because it makes equally good sense, the NIV keeps the word “covenant” throughout its pages, 



even in Hebrews chapter 9. Now you know where the term Old and New Testaments really came 

from. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk wit you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 87, DAY 5              HEBREWS 10, 12 and 13 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we finished the Book of Hebrews by reading 

Chapters 10, 12 and 13. Chapter 11 - the one we call the Faith Chapter and which includes the 

great list of all the heroes of the faith, we have read before. It would do no harm at all for you to 

read it again today, however - it is one of the most inspiring chapters in the Word of God. 

 

Just in case we haven’t gotten it yet, Chapter 10 serves as an exclamation point to the argument 

that Jesus Christ’s death has the effect of setting aside the old covenant and establishing a new 

perfect one. 

 

Yesterday, in examining Chapters 7 through 9, we noted the teaching of Hebrews concerning 

Christ’s death on the cross. While Chapter 10 reinforces some of those same wonderful truths, it 

also provides us with the opportunity to focus on the effects of that amazing sacrifice. Once again 

today, I am indebted to the rich teaching of the 18
th
 century Scottish scholar George Mulligan. In 

a wonderful chapter on the “High Priestly Work of the Son”, he talks about the result of Christ’s 

offering, and he sums up the teaching of the entire epistle on the subject under three headings: 

“Cleansing”; “Consecration”; and “Perfection”. All three ideas show up in Hebrews 10. The Old 

Testament sacrifices did not really make anyone clean because they never actually took away the 

sin: 10:4 - “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” - so over and 

over again the sacrifices that pointed toward the real thing were offered, but Christ’s once-for-all 

sacrifice could and did take away sins. The result? - We have been cleansed. 

 

“Consecration” is the second word Mulligan uses. That idea is in Chapter 10 as well. Verse 10: 

“And by that will” (the will of God that Christ obeyed) “we have been made holy, through the 

sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”. Do you understand the importance of this? Not 

only are your past sins forgiven, but you have been consecrated, made holy, set apart for the 

exclusive use of God. Those articles of worship that were housed in the Tabernacle to be used 

only for the worship of God - those articles are ‘types’ of us! We have been consecrated by 

Christ’s death for God’s exclusive use! 

 

These two ideas of cleansing from sin and consecration to God are drawn together in one of 

Hebrews’ most powerful exhortations. In fact, it is one of the Bible’s most powerful exhortations: 

Chapter 10:19: “Brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, and since we 

have a Great Priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 

our bodies washed with pure water”. (That is the consecration idea.) 

 

But still there is more. Mulligan’s third word is  - are you ready? - “perfection”. That idea shows 

up in Chapter 10 as well: 10:2 - The Old testament sacrifices “can never make perfect those who 

draw near to worship.” But (verse 14) “by one sacrifice He (Christ) has made perfect forever 

those who are being made holy.” Now if that confuses you, let me remind you that earlier in the 

Book of Hebrews we were told that Christ was made perfect. That is our due. The word 

“perfection” as our author is using it does not refer to moral perfection - Christ’s or ours - but to 

Christ’s (and our) “full equipment for the work that He had been given to do”, to use Mulligan’s 



words, “his having reached the state in which He is able to apply the full benefits of His saving 

power to His brethren” (p. 159). Our perfecting, then, means that not only have we been cleansed 

and consecrated, but by the finished work of Christ and by His indwelling Spirit we have been 

fully equipped for the work he has been given us, which is simply to let Him live His life through 

us! We have finally been prepared to do what we were created for! Pretty awesome stuff, isn’t it? 

 

We have previously encountered three of the five warnings of the Book of Hebrews. Numbers 4 

and 5 were before us today. Warning #4 came at the end of Chapter 10. It sounds something like 

the one which ended in Chapter 6. Given what we now know of Christ’s work for us, we are told 

in 10:26: “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, 

no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 

consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the Law of Moses died without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be 

punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the 

blood of the covenant that sanctified Him and who has insulted the Spirit of Grace?” 

 

Now I want you to know that some early Christians believed that any deliberate sins committed 

after a person’s baptism would fall under the pronouncement of these verses. And in the North 

African church, after a terrible persecution, in the face of which some Christians fled or denied 

their faith, these verses were used to deny the shame-filled believer re-admittance to the 

fellowship after the persecution had ended and they wanted to be restored! 

 

On the basis of our rules of hermeneutics, which teach us to interpret Scripture in light of other 

Scripture and to examine difficult passages in the light of clearer ones, I feel confident in 

suggesting that for all their sincerity, our stern forbearers were wrong - I John 1:9 still says, “If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” and I John 2 still follows it with: “My little children, I write these things to you 

so that you will not sin, but if anybody does sin we have an advocate - a defense attorney - with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one”. I feel better now, don’t you? But not so fast, because 

the warning still means something and it means that no one can go out and sin with a high hand 

expecting that no consequences will follow because of Christ’s work. This warning clearly rules 

out universalism - the idea that in the end because of God’s love everyone will be saved - no 

matter what - and it also gives the lie to the cavalier “once-saved-always-saved” perversion that 

we have so often discussed before. 

 

The last warning to which we must pay attention is in the middle of Chapter 12. It follows a 

passage which calls on us to not quit just because persecution and hardship might come our way. 

Whoever thought up the prosperity gospel that many immature American Christians bought hook, 

line and sinker some years ago, never read the 12
th
 chapter of Hebrews (and certainly not the 11

th
 

chapter either). The faith heroes chapter leads right into Chapter 12, which begins: “Since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and let us run 

with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured such 

opposition from sinful man so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle 

against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood…” These people are 

headed into persecution, of that there was absolutely no doubt, and they are encouraged to hang 

on - to encourage one another - to view hardships as God’s way of training, disciplining (not 

punishing) them. 

 



The warning follows - we are to be holy - no matter what - because without holiness no one will 

see the Lord. “See to it”, we are told, “that no one misses the grace of God.” Three sins in 

particular are mentioned: bitterness, immorality, and godlessness (of which Esau is cited as a 

prime example). The warning concludes, “See to it that you do not refuse Him who speaks 

(Jesus). If they did not escape when they refused Him who warned them on earth (Moses) how 

much less will we, if we turn away from Him who warns us from heaven?” 

 

There is a delicate balance here that we must work hard to preserve. Christ has done it all. His 

work is complete and on the basis of that work we are cleansed, consecrated and perfected. We 

can boldly go where no man had gone before (except for the High Priests and they did not go 

boldly) into the very presence of God, but that privilege can never be taken lightly or abused. 

That is what the five warnings of the Book of Hebrews are all about. God requires holiness - 

nothing less. I had a book on my shelf written to combat the new Gnosticism of our day, which 

implies, though it never really says it, that sin doesn’t matter because forgiveness is so available. 

Its title is No Holiness - No Heaven. That’s what Hebrews says too! 

 

Chapter 13 is full of wonderful, practical advice about Christian living. It contains some 

tantalizing hints too - like the bit about entertaining angels without knowing it. I wonder… 

 

Perhaps the best way for us to close the week and the Book of Hebrews is with the wonderful 

benediction of Hebrews 13: “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 

covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you 

with everything good for doing His will and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him through 

Jesus Christ to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I’ll talk with you again on Monday.  

 

 

 

 

 


