
WEEK 86, DAY 1                    HEBREWS 1, 2 and 3 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 86 of Know the Word. Today we 

began reading the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapters 1 through 3. There is so much that I want to 

tell you about this book and these chapters that I hardly know where to begin. 

 

The first thing that you may have noticed as you began to read this morning is that unlike nearly 

every other letter in the New Testament, this one starts without telling us who wrote it! Now that 

would be very bad form for a 1
st
 century letter (though not totally without precedent because 1

st
 

John doesn’t identify John either). But it would be perfectly acceptable if the author was present, 

delivering his own message. In that case it is obvious who is speaking, What I am getting at is 

this: The Book of Hebrews is probably not a letter at all, but the written transcript of a sermon 

that was orally delivered by the author himself who accordingly does not bother to identify 

himself. (I will try to remember to point out some of the tell-tale signs that this is the case as we 

progress through the book).  

 

The obvious question then becomes who was the preacher and the short answer is: we don’t 

know! Traditionally though, the book has been associated with the Apostle Paul. It was on the 

strength of that connection that it was accepted as Canonical, though very interesting cases have 

been made for both Barnabas and Apollos (Martin Luther was a strong supporter of the Apollos 

view). For our purposes, it is probably a moot question - all the more so since whatever the name 

of the human author, the Holy Spirit guided and superintended the process by which it was 

produced. 

 

The intended recipients had to be Jews because, as you will see, one of the major concerns of the 

book is that they not dishonor Christ by returning to the sacrificial system of Judaism, and the 

book presupposed that its readers (or hearers as the case may be) are very familiar with the Old 

Testament and the rituals of Judaism and the Levitical system. It would be worthwhile as you 

read this book to keep track of the number of Old Testament references, quotations and allusions 

you encounter. They are legion! 

 

The concern of the author that his readers not “revert” to Judaism also goes far to helping us with 

the dating of the book. It almost had to have been written before the destruction of the Temple in 

70 A.D. After that time the danger of a Christian reverting to the Old Testament sacrifices was 

passed because the opportunity to offer these sacrifices was gone with the Temple itself. The fact 

that the distinction between Judaism and Christianity as related but definitely separate systems is 

clearly in view here, prevents us from accepting a very early date for the book. The fact that 

persecution is already alluded to in the book, and the fact that persecution of the new Christian 

religion would surely tempt some to retreat into an older, protected one, combine to train the 

spotlight of probability on the period of time around the Neroian persecution that took the lives of 

both Peter and Paul. 

 

That is probably enough background material for now. They key idea of the book can be 

expressed in three simple words: “Christ is better”. Each section of the book considers the 

superiority of Christ. “Christ is better than…” In nearly every chapter it will be possible to finish 

that sentence with a different word. My New International Study Bible notes that the words 

“better” and “superior” occur fifteen times in the book. The big idea then is this: Now that you 

have begun with Christ, there can be no turning back. 

 



Chapters 1 and 2 put us immediately in position to say Christ is better than the angels! “He 

became”, says verse 4, “as much superior to the angels as the name He inherited is superior to 

theirs” - the name He inherited, by the way, is “son”.  

 

Brothers and sisters, there are four passages in the New Testament that I turn to immediately 

when I am called upon to articulate a doctrine of Christ - that is, to explain who He is and why I 

believe He is God incarnate. We have now come to the last of those passages. The first is the 

prologue to John’s Gospel, John 1:1-18. “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word was God. All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything 

made that was made…” 

 

The second great Christological passage is the one in Philippians 2 - the Kenosis passage. Do you 

remember it? “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who thought it not robbery 

to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation…”  

 

The third passage is in Colossians 1, which in language very similar to what we read this morning 

proclaims Christ to be “the image of the invisible God, the first born over all creation. For by 

Him”, it says, “all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible…” 

That is a powerful passage. 

 

Hebrews chapter 1 is the fourth great Christological passage in the New Testament. It is worthy 

of the most careful attention. I wish you could read this in the Greek language in which it was 

originally spoken. It is a masterpiece of oratorical literature - whether Paul, Barnabas or Apollos, 

their message begins with flawless classical Greek - polymeros kai polytropos - (preachers love to 

use alliteration!) “In many parts and in many ways God spoke to our fathers through the prophets, 

but in these last days He has spoken (that is in the aorist tense, and if we stretch it a bit we might 

translate ‘God has made an end of speaking’) to us by His Son.” Did you see all the things it said 

about Christ? He is (1) heir of all things; (2) the Creator of the universe; (3) the radiance of God’s 

glory; (4) the exact representation of His being; (5) the sustainer of the universe; (6) the One who 

made purification for our sins; (7) the One enthroned at God’s right hand - and all of that is just in 

the first four verses! 

 

It goes on: (8) He is the One the Father calls Son; (9) the angels worship Him; (10) He is 

addressed as “God” in the quotation from Psalm 110:1; (11) just as He created the earth, at the 

end of time He will uncreate it, but He will never change; (12) everything is in subjection to Him; 

(13) He tasted death for everyone; (14) He shared our humanity; (15) He destroyed the one who 

had the power of death; (16) He freed us from slavery; (17) He made atonement for our sin; (18) 

because He has suffered He is able to help us in temptations. WOW!! There is probably even 

more in chapters 1 and 2 about the person and work of Christ, but surely that is enough to whet 

your appetite to return to the passage again and again as you seek to better know your Lord and 

Savior. 

 

Orthodox theology has always maintained that the Lord Jesus Christ was one person with two 

natures: He was fully God and at the same time He was fully man. Hebrews 1 and 2 deserve 

special attention as the place where this reality is most clearly evidenced in all of the New 

Testament. Study it well. It will help you greatly in your endeavor to understand the incarnation! 

 

Well, remember the theme of chapters 1 and 2 is “Christ is better than the angels”. That is 

established. The first warning of the Book of Hebrews (there will be five altogether - be sure you 

notice them) comes in conjunction with the observation that whenever an angel showed up 

throughout the Old Testament record, people paid attention. It is found right at the beginning of 



chapter 2. It goes without saying that you’d better not disobey an angel. Well, Hebrews says, if 

you paid careful attention to what an angel said because you were afraid to disobey, and if Christ 

is superior to the angels, then how much more attention ought we to pay to Him? Indeed, “How 

shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation as this?” 

 

The preacher in me feels compelled to notice that one of the best Christmas texts I have ever 

found is in this passage, as well as one of the greatest Easter texts. The Christmas text is at 1:6: 

“When God brings Him firstborn into the world, He says, ‘Let all the angels of God worship 

Him’”. The Easter text is at 2:14b: “so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the 

power of death, that is the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their 

fears.” 

 

The theme of Chapter 3 is “Christ is greater than Moses.” ‘Don’t look back to Moses’, he is 

saying, ‘now its time to fix your gaze on Jesus’. “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor 

than Moses…Moses was faithful as a servant…but Christ is faithful as a Son.” 

 

The second of the five warnings in Hebrews was there for us in Chapter 3. The first warning was 

to pay attention, because Christ is greater than the angels who always got attention because they 

were so awesome. The second warning is a warning against unbelief. Everyone knew what 

happened when the children of Israel refused to obey or believe Moses. God was angry with them 

for forty years and for that whole period they wandered in the wilderness and never entered the 

“rest” of the Promised Land. Well, if Christ is greater than Moses, it would be even more 

disastrous to disobey and refuse to listen to Him. “See to it brothers that none of you has a sinful, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God, but encourage one another daily, as long 

as it is called Today, so that none of your may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have come 

to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.” 

 

I have spoken to you before about the great doctrine of the perseverance of the saints. We will 

have much more to say tomorrow but until then let us simply note that as Jesus said in the Olivet 

Discourse, it is “he that endures to the end” who will be saved, not he who starts and makes a 

decision. Too many people are harboring a false sense of security. They believe they are saved 

because they made some sort of decision many years ago. But there is no fruit - they have turned 

away; they have not held firmly and there is no Biblical ground whatever for expecting that they 

will enter the rest of God. I know these are sobering words, but they need to be spoken. False 

assurance is a terrible curse! 

 

I am very sure that you noted the extraordinary number of Old Testament references in these two 

chapters, most of them from the Book of Psalms and several from the Psalms that we read just 

last week. Once again note: the author of Scripture is one whose heart and mind is totally 

saturated by the Scriptures. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 86, DAY 2        HEBREWS 4, 5 and 6 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Hebrews 4 through 6. Yesterday’s reading 

concluded with the second warning of the Book of Hebrews. (There will be five altogether). The 

warning at the end of Chapter 3 was to us to not harden our hearts and by disobedience fail as 

Israel did in Moses’ time, to enter the “rest” of God. Chapter 4 begins with these words: 

“Therefore, since the promise of entering His rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 

found to have fallen short of it.” 



 

The theme of “rest” is a fairly prominent one in Scripture, even though we tend to overlook it 

most of the time. It’s there in the Book of Genesis. God created the heavens and the earth in six 

days, and then He rested from His labor. He taught His people, right from the beginning, to 

observe a Sabbath rest. Every seventh year the land was allowed to rest from its labor. Israel, we 

are reminded, was being led to the Promised Land - a place of rest. The Book of Revelation 

assures us that those who die in the Lord are blessed and they will “rest” from their labor. 

 

Spiritually, we are taught all through Scripture that we are to “rest” in the Lord. It’s funny, isn’t 

it, that we do so little resting and so much “striving”, but God’s purpose is to bring us into His 

rest, and that rest comes through faith in Christ, who purchased that rest for us by His work as the 

great High Priest - a better priest than Aaron; a better rest purchased by a better priest. 

 

Now, the chapters that we read this morning are very important to our understanding of the 

person and nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have emphasized many times before the deity of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. He was one person with two natures. Because so many have denied His 

deity, we have worked so hard to defend that aspect of our Christology that we have perhaps 

neglected the establishment and defense of His humanity. The author of the Book of Hebrews is 

at great pains to do just that. He is very careful to establish the fact that Jesus Christ was fully 

human. In the early days of the church, one group of people known as the Docetics denied this 

truth about Christ. They believed that He was fully God, but not truly human. The writer of 

Hebrews hits upon some incredibly important things that are true precisely because Jesus Christ 

was fully human - just like us. One of these truths is that because He was really a man, He can 

truly represent us as our High Priest before God. This High Priest, we are told, was selected by 

God from among men. It is difficult to see how Christ could ever truly represent us without first 

being one of us.  

 

A second implication of the true humanity of Christ is the fact that because He was really a 

human being just like us, we can be sure that He completely understands us. Chapter 4 contains 

this remarkable assertion: “For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with 

our weakness, but we have one who has been tempted in every way just as we are - yet without 

sin”. Because He was like us, He understands us! Do you remember the old Negro spiritual, 

“Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen - nobody knows but Jesus”? The old slaves could be certain 

that even though no one else could ever understand all that they had experienced, Jesus could and 

did understand because He had been one of us! I often listen to people who tell me, ‘You don’t 

understand’. ‘You’ve never experienced what I am having to deal with here’. Many times they 

are absolutely correct. I do not understand. But Jesus does! “He has been tempted in every way 

just as we are…yet He was without sin”. 

 

This verse also teaches us about the sinlessness of Christ. That is why He is able to be our 

substitute and pay our penalty - because He perfectly kept the Law in our place. 

 

The verse that follows the one I have just quoted is one of the greatest invitations of the Bible. It 

is an invitation (and an exhortation that is based upon the fact that Christ has qualified Himself to 

be one great High Priest). Listen to it with a heart full of wonder and awe: “Let us then approach 

the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 

our time of need”.  

 

Walter Hendickson, writing in his book After the Sacrifice (p. 57), says this: “The picture painted 

for us in this passage is one of an ancient throne room. In Near Eastern empires during Bible 

times, only one person was allowed to enter the presence of the king uninvited - his firstborn son, 



the heir to the throne. Even the queen could not enter her husband’s presence without first 

receiving an invitation.” 

 

“This is graphically illustrated in a scene from the Book of Esther. Mordecai asked his cousin 

Esther to go before her husband, the king, and intercede on behalf of the Jews. Willing to go, she 

asked for prayer because she knew that if the king did not hold out his golden scepter to her as a 

demonstration of his acceptance of her coming before him, she would be sentenced to death.” 

 

“Here the writer suggests that we have the same rights as the king’s firstborn son and heir to the 

throne. The King of Kings and Lord of Lords has extended to us the same privileges that His 

wown Son has” - think about that, friends, and be amazed! 

 

Chapter 5 contains an explicit comparison between Jesus Christ and Aaron - the first High Priest 

in Israel. Aaron was from the tribe of Levi; Jesus was the incarnate Son of God. Aaron offered 

repeated sacrifices; Jesus was the perfect sacrifice. Aaron was a sinner himself and could not even 

remove his own sin; Jesus Christ was able to save. The mention of Melchizedek, I am sure, got 

your attention. We will look more closely at that later, but remember he was the mysterious priest 

to whom Abraham offered tithes and offerings in the Book of Genesis. The theme of Hebrews is 

reflected in Chapter 5 by the conclusion that Jesus is a better priest than Aaron! 

 

Before moving to the third great warning of the Book of Hebrews, I want to quickly note two 

verses in Chapter 4 that are very familiar to most of us. One speaks about the nature and power of 

the Scriptures: “The Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 

of the heart.” Friends, never underestimate the power of God’s Word. It is supernatural and 

anytime people are exposed to it, God’s Spirit and power are unleashed. 

 

I will never forget a conversation I had with one of our Alliance missionaries who spent time in 

captivity to the communist troops of the North Vietnamese armies. Her interrogator was furious 

because this lady had translated the Bible into the tribal language of the Vietnamese people with 

whom she worked. “You,” he shouted, “have given these people the Bible, and now we will never 

be able to get it out of their heads!” That, praise God, has proved itself to be very true! 

 

The other verse in Chapter 4 talks about an attribute of God. It reminds us of His omnipotence. 

“Nothing in all of creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of Him to whom we have to give an account.” I keep that verse written on a page 

in my diary. It is a very good reminder to me. 

 

This morning we also encountered the third warning of the Book of Hebrews, and in so doing 

have stumbled upon one of the most difficult passages in the whole Bible to interpret. The 

warning begins at the end of Chapter 5 when the listeners are chided for their immaturity, because 

when they should have been feasting on meat, they were in need, instead, of milk. After nearly 

four decades behind the pulpit, I am very sure that that indictment is at least as relevant today as it 

was at the end of the first century. To our shame, we have produced a generation of milk-fed 

believers who, lacking maturity, have never gotten beyond the ABCs of faith. 

 

The heart of the warning is found in verses 4 through 6 of Chapter 6: “It is impossible for those 

who have been once enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy 

Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the Word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if 

they fall away, to be brought back to repentance because to their loss they are crucifying the Son 

of God all over again and subjecting Him to public disgrace.” 



 

The Arminian school of theology finds in these verses proof positive that it is possible to lose 

your salvation. Some Calvinists try to evade the force of the words by saying that the writer was 

setting up a “straw man” - positing a hypothetical case that could never really happen. You may 

remember that I have taught you that the New Testament consistently teaches the doctrine of the 

perseverance of the saints. This passage does nothing to dislodge that truth but make no mistake, 

the warning of this passage is a very real warning against a very real danger that is just as present 

as it was then. 

 

Simon Magnus had tasted the good Word of God and the powers of the age to come. His story 

you will remember from the Book of Acts. He was lost. Jesus said that on the day of judgment, 

many will protest that they have prophesied, cast out demons, and worked miracles in the name of 

Christ and they will be told to depart, “for I never knew you”. 

 

That example, and those words from Jesus Himself have convinced me that Hebrews 6 means just 

what it says! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 WEEK 86, DAY 3      LEVITICUS 7, 8 and 9 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we returned to the Book of Leviticus and read 

Chapters 7, 8 and 9. It was, I know, a longer reading than usual, but I found it necessary to bring 

all three chapters together to accommodate our overall plan.  

 

We have already, in conjunction with our reading of the Book of Exodus, read a great deal of the 

Book of Leviticus. Obviously, a strong case could be made for keeping the book together and 

reading all of it at one time. I chose to reserve a portion of it for connection with the Book of 

Hebrews, however, because of the tremendous contrast it provides between the worship and 

provision for sin offered by the Old Testament and the content and methodology of New 

Testament worship as described by the Book of Hebrews.  

 

As we finish the Book of Leviticus now, and then return to the argument of the Epistle to the 

Hebrews, I want you to keep in mind the basic premise of Hebrews that we discovered earlier this 

week: “Christ is better”. After today’s reading, reminding us of the bloody and awful scenes 

around the Old Testament altar, it is not hard to affirm that the New Testament way by which we 

are enjoined to come boldly before the throne of grace is infinitely superior to the Old Testament 

system, but apparently the people to whom the Epistle to the Hebrews was addressed needed to 

be reminded of that. They were (obviously) Jews who had embraced Jesus Christ as Messiah - the 

Savior of their souls from sin - but now, for some reason, they were in danger of abandoning 

Christ to return to a full-fledged practice of Judaism. 

 

The reason for their possible defection was probably persecution. Judaism, you may remember, 

was a protected and recognized religion in the Roman Empire of the first century, but by mid-

century Christianity was being perceived as a threat to the stability of the empire. Practicing Jews 

would not be disturbed but Christians might be burned as torches to light the streets of Rome.That 

is why yesterday we read such a strong warning against apostasy. 

 

The readings in Leviticus 7 through 9 this morning are intended to refresh your minds with regard 

to the nature of worship under the Mosaic Covenant. 

 



When we read the first six chapters of Leviticus many weeks ago, we were introduced to the five 

main offerings that formed the focal point of Israel’s religion. I wonder if you noticed that all of 

them were noted in today’s reading? Do you remember them? There is the burnt offering - 

brought as a voluntary offering; it would be a bull, a ram or a dove, completely burned upon the 

altar in an act of dedication and worship to God. The sacrifice of a ram as a burnt offering in 

conjunction with the ordination of Aaron and his sons is graphically described in Chapter 8. We 

are told that “Moses burned the whole ram…as a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering to 

the Lord made by fire…” In my imagination I have a hard time with the “pleasing aroma” part of 

the picture! 

 

Before the burnt offering of that day, however, came the bull which was slaughtered for the sin 

offering. When the offering was for the High Priest, as here in Leviticus 8, or for the 

congregation, it had to be a bull; for a leader it was a male goat; a female goat or lamb sufficed 

for the ordinary people and a dove or a tenth of a ephah of flour was the proper offering for the 

poor people. This offering was mandatory - it was the covering for the specific sins. It 

accompanied confession of sin and was the mechanism by which forgiveness was gained. That is 

why the sin offering always came first. The burnt offering, associated with worship, could not be 

brought until first sin had been dealt with. 

 

Chapter 7 began with a description of the guilt offering. The appropriate animal for a guilt 

offering was a ram or a lamb. Sometimes a guilt offering would take the place of a sin offering. It 

was appropriate when the specific sin that had been committed involved the need for restitution. 

A repayment of the debt incurred, along with a 20% fine, was to accompany the guilt offering, 

while burnt offerings demanded that the whole sacrifice be burned up with fire. The priests were 

entitled to keep and consume a portion of the meat of the sin and guilt offerings. 

 

A fourth offering we encountered today was the grain offering. This voluntary offering of grain, 

fine flour and baked bread was an act of devotion and commitment, recognizing God’s goodness. 

 

The fellowship offering came last. Any perfect animal was acceptable for this act of worship 

which always included a communal meal. 

 

The scenes accompanying the ordination of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood give us a vivid 

picture of these sacrifices in action. First the offering of expiation - to take away sin. Next the 

offerings of dedication - the burnt offerings and grain offerings; and finally the offerings of 

fellowship to show that a relationship between God and man has been established. 

 

Each sacrifice pictures an aspect of our relationship to God. The need for forgiveness of sin - it 

always comes first! Then the need for commitment on our parts, and finally the glorious reality of 

full, free fellowship with the holy God of creation! But think about the process, the cost, the 

blood, the smoke, the smells, the ritual - and when it is all done, there is still the need of a priest, 

an intermediary, who would stand between you and God! Again, do you remember the invitation 

and exhortation we read yesterday? On the basis of what Christ has done, we are told to come 

boldly before the throne of grace - like the firstborn son of the king! 

 

Friends, Christ is better - hallelujah! 

 

I need not remind you, as we consider the ordination of the Aaronic priesthood, that today we are 

all - because of Christ’s finished work on Calvary - priests. Every single Christian is a priest with 

full rights to approach God without first going through another human being. There is one atoning 



sacrifice - our propitiation. On the basis of His shed blood, we are invited to enter the presence of 

God. 

 

Our practice in the church today of ordaining our pastors is rooted in the Old Testament 

ceremony about which we read today, but we are, in my judgment, wrong in ordaining only those 

who might otherwise be called “professional clergy”. The teaching of the New Testament that we 

are a kingdom of priests to God suggests that it might be wiser to understand that a baptismal 

service, in which one is “initiated” into his or her new life in Christ is also an “ordination” service 

in which men and women are set apart (remember, that is the meaning of the word “saint”) for the 

exclusive work and service of God. 

 

If you think for very long about what I have just said, I think that you will be overwhelmed with 

an awesome understanding of who and what you are before God. The fact that in the New 

Testament understanding of our position before God, all of us are priests does not in any way, 

shape or form minimize or lower the place of the priesthood. Rather, it elevates in terms of 

significance and importance our place and our ministry. To say that every Christian is a priest 

before God might in some minds reduce the role of priest - I mean, if everyone can do it, then 

how does it retain its sense of “specialness”? If you think that way, you will miss the whole point. 

 

There was a tremendous amount of ceremony and ritual in the passage we read this morning. All 

of those sacrifices - a whole week of sacrifices - a whole week in the presence of God - and He 

warned them not to underestimate this – “if you don’t take this seriously,” He says, “it will cost 

you your life.”  In Chapter 10 of Leviticus, which we have previously read, that is exactly what 

happens to two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu. Representing God - being a priest - is very 

serious work indeed.  

 

It means being fully consecrated to do his work - set apart for the exclusive work of God Himself. 

This is awesome stuff! This is the position to which you have now been elevated. 

 

There is one last thing that we dare not miss in what we read this morning. When the period of 

ordination was complete, when the sacrifices of expiation, of dedication and of fellowship had all 

been offered, when the priests, God’s representatives, were truly clean and completely dedicated 

to Him, the fire of God consumed the offering and His visible presence was seen and noted 

among His people. Historically, this was a mighty moment. 

 

Remember, when Israel left Egypt and crossed the Red Sea, they knew God was with them - and 

everybody else did too because they could see it. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire 

by night were always visible. When they got to Sinai, God was visibly present on the mountain. 

Moses’ face was glowing. They made him wear a veil because it frightened them. But after 

Israel’s sin with the golden calf, God’s presence had gone from them. It had been many months 

since there was any visible evidence of the presence of God in the midst of His people. But at the 

end of this ordination service, the fire of God came out and devoured the offerings - God showed 

up to dwell in the midst of His people. 

 

Look, more than anything, this is what we need - the visible, evident presence of a holy God in 

the midst of His people. And we can have it! When the priests are pure and committed and in 

fellowship with God - He always shows up! And that is when His mighty power is displayed. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 



WEEK 86, DAY 4                  LEVITICUS 11 and 12 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Leviticus 11 and 12 and I am not going to 

tell you that these are on my list of great chapters of the Bible. In fact, by now you must realize 

that another reason we did not read the entire Book of Leviticus all at once is because there are 

large portions of this book that are both difficult and tedious. 

 

Nevertheless, I will endeavor today to bring some light to what could be a pretty confusing 

passage. By the way, in line with our consideration of the theme of the Book of Hebrews, I can’t 

help but affirm once again my great thanksgiving for the fact that you and I live now, not then. 

Christ is better. 

 

Now, the whole key to understanding the religious life of Israel is the distinction between being  

“clean” and “unclean”. I have been helped in thinking about all of this by the Old Testament 

scholar Samuel Schultz. (Leviticus, p. 69) 

 

“For the Hebrews, everything was either clean or unclean, according to these instructions. 

Animals and foods were clean or unclean by nature. Permanent uncleanness could not be altered 

but was not contagious. Persons and objects, however, could become ritually unclean. Such 

uncleanness, the antithesis of holiness, was contagious. Temporary uncleanness could be incurred 

through childbirth, menstruation, bodily emission, ‘leprosy’, sexual relations, misdeeds and 

contact with death. Uncleanness contracted in these ways involved some degree of deviation from 

the usual or norm and consequently required cleansing rituals, usually over a period of time.” 

 

“Clean or cleanness basically mean “pure” or “purity”. For example, the gold covering for the 

Ark, Mercy Seat, lampstand, and incense altar and adorning Aaron’s garments was to be clean or 

pure. Unclean persons or things could be purified by water.” 

 

“The concept of clean seems to go beyond purity, though, in that it also connotes normality. For 

example, when a priest pronounced a person suffering from a disease “clean”, he undoubtedly 

meant that the disease had taken its normal course and was no longer infectious or contagious. 

That person was ‘clean’ - back to normal. Sea creatures that had fins or scales, the usual aids to 

swimming, were clean or normal. Those without the usual aids were unclean.” 

 

“The converse of cleanness was uncleanness; anything or any person that was not clean was 

unclean. Uncleanness was incompatible with or the opposite of holiness. Cleanness, however, 

was not a state of holiness” - but was thought of as a necessary prerequisite for holiness. 

 

Clean things had the potential of becoming holy when they were sanctified, or of becoming 

unclean when they were polluted. In contrast to holiness, both the cleanness and the uncleanness 

were common. Wenham explains:     

 

“Cleanness is the normal condition of most things and persons. Sanctification can elevate the 

clean into the holy, while pollution degrades the clean into the unclean. The unclean and the holy 

are two states which must never come into contact with each other…Cleanness is the ground 

state; holiness and uncleanness are variations from the norm of cleanness.” 

 

Consequently, the Israelites had the potential, after atonement had been made for their 

uncleanness, of attaining holiness through sanctification or consecration and approaching a holy 

God. 

 



Holiness was a very practical problem for the Israelites because God had come to dwell among 

them in the Tabernacle. At the heart of the whole Sinaitic revelation, and especially in the Book 

of Leviticus, was God’s concern that the Israelites “be holy, as I am holy”. Since holiness was 

God’s essential characteristic, it was crucial that Israelites, in their relationship with God who 

lived among them, be able to distinguish between the clean and the unclean. By observing the 

Levitical instructions, holiness was an attainable goal in everyday life as they maintained a proper 

reverence for God. 

 

Leviticus 11 “provides…a listing of the various kinds of creatures that are edible or clean. (1) 

Cud-chewing, cloven-hoofed animals such as the sheep or goat can be eaten. Others such as the 

camel, horse, or zebra are detestable. (2) Water creatures with fins and scales are edible. (3) Clean 

birds may be eaten…most of the detestable birds listed are birds that feed on carrion. (4) Flying 

insects that swarm may not be eaten (unless) they have jointed legs for hopping such as the 

locust, katydid, cricket and grasshopper. (5) Water, vessels and persons become unclean if they 

come in contact with a dead creature…The Israelites were to distinguish between the clean and 

the unclean because God was holy and they were to live as holy people.” (Schultz; pp. 69-71) 

 

A host of ‘explanations’ have been offered for those prohibitions and dietary regulations. The 

‘cultic’ view suggests that the animals prohibited were ‘off limits’ to Israel because they were 

associated with pagan religions. The ‘hygienic’ view suggested by many but popularized by 

Macmillan in a well-known book called None of These Diseases, says that the animals on the 

prohibited list are there because God was trying to protect the Israelites from the kinds of food 

that could harm them. Some scholars defend the ‘symbolic’ view that “the clean animals’ 

behavior and habits illustrate how righteous Israelites should live; the unclean represent sinful 

men.” Finally, there are some who hold to the ‘arbitrary’ view - they believe that the reasons 

behind the prohibitions are hidden in the sovereign will of God. 

 

Each view has something to commend itself, and probably there is something in all of them for us 

to consider. Let me read to you again from the work of Samuel Schultz:  

 

“Practical principles of hygiene may well have underlain the instructions against the contact of 

people or things with dead animals. All dead animals except those that had been ritually 

slaughtered were unclean…these regulations may also reflect practical concepts about the 

contamination of food, water, and containers or vessels. Pollution could easily result in infection, 

disease and death; consequently preventing disease and infection was a practical concern of 

everyday life.” (p. 73) It is very clear that these prohibitions, the regulations regarding ceremonial 

uncleanness in Chapter 12, are probably related to the ‘cultic’ theme. Again, let me read from the 

work of Schultz: “In the Near East of Moses’ day, especially in Canaan, prostitutes were attached 

to religious shrines and sanctuaries. Serving the deities of these religious centers usually included 

sexual activity. In pagan religions a man’s most important act might be his copulation with a 

dedicated prostitute in the hope that the deities would provide him with fertile plants and 

animals.” 

 

“Through the Levitical regulations, God’s people were impressed with the fact that sexual 

activity, though not in itself sinful, had no place at the Tabernacle, especially not in the abusive 

form the pagan Canaanites gave it. Prostitution and child sacrifice had no place in God’s holy 

sanctuary…” 

 

“The banning of the sexual and sensual from the presence of God may have been one of the most 

noteworthy characteristics of Israel’s religion, uniquely distinguishing it from the other religions 

of the ancient Near East.” (Samuel Schultz; pp. 77-78) 



 

Now, of what possible use is all this to us? The New Testament clearly removes all the dietary 

restrictions. Despite the fact that some groups still insist upon adhering to the Old Testament 

dietary laws, Peter’s vision on the roof at Simon the Tanner’s house can leave us in no doubt 

whatsoever about that - also, because we are no longer required to bring sacrifices to a Tabernacle 

or Temple, the issue of ceremonial uncleanness does not quite fit our situation. The regulations no 

long apply, but the principles do. God is a holy God and our lives must reflect that holiness. 

“Ceremonial” cleanness does not make a person righteous but without a concern for purity in our 

lives - without a deep and abiding desire to be “clean” before God - we can never be holy. 

The Levitical laws taught Israel that they needed to be different from the nations around them. A 

very pertinent question that we might ask ourselves is: Does our world know by observing the 

way we live that we are in any way different from them? 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 86, DAY 5                  LEVITICUS 13 and 14  

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Leviticus 13 and 14. I’ll bet that some of you 

never knew before that there was a section of Scripture that might be classified as a medical 

manual! We have just read one. By the way, the Hebrew word translated “infectious skin disease” 

in the New International Version is more commonly translated as “leprosy” in older English 

versions. 

 

Leprosy (its modern name is Hansen’s disease) was one of the most dreaded diseases in the 

ancient world, and real leprosy was incurable, progressive, and highly contagious. That is the 

reason that anyone who had symptoms that might possibly be associated with the early stages of 

leprosy was immediately isolated from the healthy portion of society. The problem with the 

system, of course, is that rashes and skin anomalies can be caused by a myriad of other causes as 

well. That is why the instructions we read today include reexamination and even necessary steps 

to take if and when the symptoms disappear. 

 

All through the Old Testament period, I am sure, many Israelites who for a short time found 

themselves in isolation because of allergies, skin rashes, or temporary infections, were restored to 

their families and clans by presenting themselves to the priests for examination and then 

undergoing the rituals related to cleansing and restoration. What I want to say to you, however, is 

that all through the Old Testament no one who truly had leprosy would have been cleansed and 

gone through the ceremony. Leprosy was incurable. Once you knew for certain that you had it, all 

hope was gone. You were an outcast for the remainder of your life. The only notable exception to 

that rule in the Old Testament was the Syrian general Naaman, who was healed at the word of the 

prophet Elisha. 

 

It is because of the regulations laid out before us this morning that when Jesus healed a man with 

leprosy early in His ministry, a miracle recorded by all three of the Synoptic Gospels, He 

commanded Him not to tell anyone but simply to go and show himself to a priest. He was 

following the prescription of the Mosaic Law. If the man reported to a priest in his home town, as 

surely he would have to do, and the priest knew of his long-standing condition of leprosy, it 

would have created quite a stir because everyone knew that leprosy was incurable. Jesus did the 

same thing later on when He healed the ten lepers, a story recounted for us in the Gospel of Luke. 

 

The second thing that I want to remind you of this morning is that leprosy was always understood 

to be symbolic of sin. That is why the punishment for open rebellion against God was often that 



the sinner was stricken with leprosy. You will remember that this was the fate of Isaiah’s King 

Uzziah, and of Elisha’s disobedient servant Gehezai. It also befell Miriam - the sister of Moses  - 

when she joined in the spirit of rebellion against the Lord and against her brother, the servant of 

the Lord. You will remember, of course, after Moses’ prayer on her behalf, she was healed. 

 

The characteristics that I have already noted make it a symbol of sin. It was incurable. Once you 

had it, apart from a miracle of God, there was no way to help you. It was terminal - it always led 

(eventually) to the death of its victims. It was progressive - it killed you piece by piece, bringing 

death and dismemberment to every portion of the body in such a way that its victims became 

increasingly horrible to look upon. It was highly contagious. It infected other people who got too 

close to you. There is no question about the fact that in a spiritual sense, sin is like that too. 

 

We have already learned about types in Scripture, and have learned that we should only identify 

something as a type if the Scripture itself does that. I believe that we are quite safe in saying that 

in the eyes of both the Old Testament and the New Testament writers, leprosy is a type of sin. 

 

The uncleanness that came from leprosy or a temporary infection that resembled it made its 

victim a social and religious outcast. Because he was out of and isolated from normal society, it 

was obviously impossible to go to the Temple. And, if you could not go to the Temple, you could 

not offer sacrifices. And, if you could not offer sacrifices, then you could not worship God. In this 

sense also, the “type” holds, for sin cuts us off from the fellowship of the saints, but much more 

alarmingly, it cuts us off from fellowship with God Himself. 

 

I am interested, and frankly a bit perplexed by the ceremony by which the priest was to restore 

the ones who had been cleansed to full fellowship. 

 

“When a person recovered from his disease, the priest was summoned outside the camp to 

examine him. If the priest was satisfied that he was cured, the person was to have two birds 

brought (most likely by friends) for the ritual of restoration to the camp…one bird was killed and 

its blood drained into a clay pot of fresh water. The other bird was dipped in that water and blood 

mixture, (then) it was held while the priest dipped cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop into the 

same mixture and sprinkled the restored person seven times. Then the man was pronounced clean 

and the bird was released into the open fields.” 

 

“After that, the person washed his clothes, shaved off all of his hair, and bathed in water, which 

made him ceremonially clean so that he could return to the camp. He was restricted from entering 

his tent, however, for seven days. On the seventh day, he repeated the washing and shaving and 

was again declared clean, restored to the privilege of worship at the Tabernacle.” 

 

“The ceremony with birds is without parallel or interpretation in Scripture. Although one bird was 

killed, nothing is said about offering it as a sacrifice. Furthermore, the ritual took place outside 

the camp, not at an altar or the Tabernacle.” 

 

“The focus of this unique rite was the blood that was applied to the other bird and to the cured 

person…that application of blood brought home to him the fact that a life had been given, so that 

he could be released from his exile from the camp.” 

 

“…it was the sprinkled blood that assured the cured man that he was clean and acceptable by God 

as one of the covenant congregation.” (Samuel Schultz; p. 82) 

 



It was also interesting to note that the one cleansed from a skin disease was required to begin his 

worship with a Guilt Offering, as well as the usual Sin Offering. The guilt offering is usually 

associated with restitution which is not mentioned here and normally one would offer either a sin 

offering or a guilt offering, but not both. Also, the application of the blood to the right ear, thumb 

and toe of the worshipper as was done at the ordination of Aaron and his sons was a procedure 

not otherwise associated with a guilt offering. 

 

I can only conclude that all of these “extras” were required because of the spiritual association 

between leprosy and sin! 

 

The same expression in Hebrew which denotes infectious skin diseases is used in the curious 

regulation regarding mold and mildew, so that the text literally says that it was the job of the 

priest to examine the infectious skin diseases of linen, wool, leather and horses. 

 

Our time is nearly gone now and you have probably already learned more about infectious skin 

diseases than you ever wanted to know! This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I’ll 

talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


