
WEEK 83, DAY 1                JOB 26, 27, 28 and 29 

 
Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 83 of Know the Word. Today we read 

Job chapters 26-29 and became reimmersed in the tragedies that have befallen Job. We read Job’s 

answer to Bildad’s third and final speech. That was found in Chapter 26. Then in Chapter 27, we 

read his collective answer to the sum of all that his 3 erstwhile “comforters” have said. Did you 

notice that a reading of Chapter 28 felt a whole lot like reading a chapter from the Book of 

Proverbs? It is a poetic ode to wisdom - a theme we found rather consistently when we studied 

Proverbs some time ago.  And finally, Chapter 29 is the beginning of what I believe to be a new 

section of the book, in which there will be 3 longer monologues or speeches from Job, a new 

voice - that of Elihu who we will meet tomorrow, and finally the Lord Himself.  

 
We will hear no more from Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. Their answers have failed to explain 

anything and their attempts to comfort have only resulted in a greater wounding of the man who 

deserved only their help and love. I know that I have said this 3 or 4 times already, but the 

reading of the Book of Job has made me very sensitive to the fact that sometimes, by theorizing 

about causes and by fishing for explanations, I have been more like Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar 

than I would ever like to admit. I have had to put aside my Bible and confess my self-righteous 

prattling before the Lord. It is so easy to chide and to rebuke someone who is crying out in pain 

for not ‘trusting the Lord’ or to resort to a half dozen rather well-worn platitudes as 

“explanations” for situations that clearly are not explainable - at least in human terms - I, for one, 

am resolved to be a whole lot more ready to really listen than I have previously been and a great 

deal more deliberate about what I say - and how. 

 

In Job’s reply to Bildad there is no attempt to disguise his disdain for the apparent ease with 

which his so-called friend has leaped to the conclusion that Job is suffering because of evil that he 

has done and refused to repent of. Job is openly sarcastic. Since Bildad’s last speech was a 

declaration of the greatness of God and the wickedness, we might say “worminess” of man, Job’s 

response focuses on God’s power. 

 

“I know at least as much as you do,” he says, “about the power and greatness of God, but all that 

we see of His power is just “the outer fringe of His works - the faintest whisper of Him. So how 

could we ever dream of really understanding Him?”  Of all the things that we are wrestling with 

as we read through this perplexing book of the Bible, this much is very clear - any attempt to 

neatly package up the ways and works of God is going to be frustrated. It is far better to simply 

say, ‘I don’t understand’ than to pretend to explain the things that defy explanation! 

 

Now Job, and Bildad, and Zophar, for that matter, have all celebrated or acknowledged the 

greatness of God in their speeches. The only difference really is that Job has emphasized and 

focused perhaps more than the others upon how limited and halting that message really is.  

 

Chapter 27 is really Job’s final response to all 3 of his friends’ explanations. Throughout the 

entirety of his misfortunes, he has steadfastly maintained his innocence. About that, Job, Eliphaz, 

Bildad, and Zophar are never going to agree. As long as he has breath, Job is not going to 

concede that point. 

 

Nevertheless, there is something about which they do agree - 2 things really - the mighty power 

of God (that was the point of Chapter 26) and the fate of the wicked.  “I agree with you,” Job 

says, “that there is not any future for the evildoer - no matter how much wealth he accumulates, it 

will not do him any good in the long run.” “The east wind carries him off and he is gone. It 

sweeps him out of his place.” “God is all-powerful - we agree on that. And God will ultimately 



punish the wicked - we even agree on that but the mistake you have made,” Job says, “is in 

assuming that adversity is automatically a sign that God is punishing the person in trouble. That is 

the flaw in your argument.” 

 

Again, my friends, I know that we have already done this, but repetition is the mother of all 

learning, so I will repeat. In the church of our day, we badly need to develop a theology of 

sickness and even more broadly a theology of adversity. Let me note again several reasons the 

Bible gives why bad things can happen to good people: 

 

 #1: It can be because God is punishing sin in us. Job never denies that. He only seeks to 

say that this is not the reason in his case. But it can be so. Corinthian believers were sick and 

some dead because of sin (1 Corinthians 11). King David was physically ill because of his sin 

with Bathsheba. 

 

 #2: Misfortune sometimes comes by God’s allowing Satan to test us. That is the truth in 

Job’s case. As readers, we were let in on the scene right at the beginning of Chapter 1, but Job 

and his friends are still in the dark on that score. 

 

 #3: Adversity comes at times to equip us for ministry to others who are suffering. The 

Book of Hebrews will later say that Christ can be counted upon to understand and to help us in 

our adversity because He completely understands - He had experienced it all Himself.  

2 Corinthians 1 tells us to comfort others with the comfort that we ourselves have received. 

 

 #4: Adversity can be training in righteousness - faith building - that was what the Red Sea 

was all about for Israel. It explains some of the situations into which Christ “pushed” His 

disciples. Like the grain of sand that torments the oyster into developing its pearl, adversity 

develops Christ-like qualities in believers.  

 

 #5: Adversity can be the best way to teach is what we would not otherwise learn. 

Remember Paul’s thorn in the flesh and God’s reason for not removing it? “My grace is sufficient 

for you.” 

 

 #6: Adversity can be God’s tool to transition us to new and better things. I am totally 

convinced that final illnesses are often God’s gracious way of helping us to let go of that which is 

inferior so He can give to us that which is far better. Certainly such illnesses assist the families of 

those afflicted to let go and not begrudge the passing of their loved ones into a new and better 

phase of life. 

 

Chapter 28 reads like a chapter from the Book of Proverbs. It certainly could have been written 

by Solomon himself. Its theme would have suited the wise king very well. In a nutshell, Job 28 

says 3 things: 

 

 #1: Wisdom is the most valuable of all commodities.  

 #2: Wisdom is incredibly difficult to acquire and 

#3: Just as in Proverbs, it says that wisdom is ‘the fear of the Lord’ and understanding is 

the shunning of evil.  

 

The poem which so resembles the wisdom of Solomon is like a bridge between the speeches of 

Job’s friends, his own rumination and the speech that God is going to make in Chapters 38-42. A 

mining engineer or historian would, I think, find in Chapter 28 a fascinating description of 

ancient mining techniques. I was fascinated to learn from this chapter that the art of building 



tunnels (I’m not sure whether art or science would be the proper word - surely both apply) is a 

pretty ancient one indeed. People were successfully building tunnels even in Job’s day! 

 

By far the most interesting part of today’s reading for me, however, was Chapter 29 because it 

was here that I got my first glimpse into what life was like for Job before Satan got permission to 

“try” him. “This is what my life used to be like,” Job says – “How I long for it.  God’s intimate 

friendship blessed my house.” That phrase literally is “God’s council was in my tent.” It evokes a 

picture of Genesis when the heavenly visitor came to dine in Abraham’s tent.  It was then that 

Abraham heard about the birth of Isaac. God’s fellowship was sweet indeed. Job says, “That’s 

what it used to be like for me.” 

 

“Life was good - my children were around me. I got great respect from everyone who met me and 

I was honored not only for my wealth but for my life.”  Here for the first time we hear specific 

refutation of the charges that Job’s 3 friends have made. Job never turned away the needy. He 

helped them. He rescued the poor. He helped the orphans. He befriended the bereaved. He was 

kind to beggars. He helped the strangers. He stood up to the wicked. Job was not a loan shark. Of 

all the things of which he has been accused, he really is innocent. 

 

He was widely respected, greatly honored - a leader of men. He was like E.F. Hutton - whenever 

he spoke, everyone else went silent so they could hear exactly what was said. But all that is 

changed now for Job. 

 

It is amazing, isn’t it, that we tend to assume that if a man is poor, weak, old or sick, that he has 

little or nothing to say that is worth listening to. Just recently, I learned again that this just isn’t 

so. 

 

I preached in a church that was not my own and had several conversations with a variety of well 

dressed and obviously affluent people. They were all very pleasant and said nice things, but 

nothing likely to be long remembered came from any of them. When they had all gone, there was 

a middle aged man in a wheel chair waiting patiently for someone to help him into a transport 

van. I went to him and we began to talk. It was difficult to understand him. Cerebral palsy had 

trapped him in his own body and frankly he was not all that pleasant to look at.  But as I knelt 

beside his chair and carefully listened to him, I heard the voice of God. I don’t know if anyone 

else even talked to him that day, but we spent 20 minutes or so and I just listened to a man of 

great understanding and wisdom. 

 

Job wasn’t rich anymore and he wasn’t pleasant to be with. So no one wanted to listen. That was 

their loss! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 83, DAY 2               JOB 30, 31 and 32 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. This morning we read Job chapters 30-32 and finished the 

second major section of the book. The first portion of the book is just 2 chapters long. It sets the 

stage for the book by giving us the behind-the-scenes look into heaven as Satan and the angels 

appear to give account of themselves before the throne of God. In those 2 chapters we get the 

“secret scoop,” the information that no one else has - at least Job and his friends do not have it. 

 

Then, beginning with Chapter 3 and running all the way to the end of Chapter 31, we have the 

interaction between Job and his 3 friends Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. There are 3 cycles as each 



man (though Zophar speaks only twice) states his view “explaining” the cause of Job’s 

difficulties and then “exhorting” the beleaguered Patriarch to repent of his hidden sin and receive 

the forgiveness of God. After each speech, Job responds, vehemently and sometimes bitterly, 

defending his innocence against the presumption that he is guilty of dark and heinous sins for 

which God is now punishing him. 

 

When the 3 friends have said all they can, Job gets the final word, which we began to read 

yesterday and finished this morning. Job began this final speech by recalling the respect with 

which in former days he was always treated and the reasons for that treatment - his righteous way 

of living. His defense is almost a blow-by-blow refutation of the charges and insinuations that 

have been brought against him. 

 

Yesterday we listened as Job pined for the respect and honor of days gone by. Today we find him 

bitterly reflecting not upon life as it was, but as it now is. The sons of the men that Job would not 

even consider for employment now mock him - “They spit in my face.” Job directs his laments 

directly toward God, but he never gives up his protestations of innocence. He claims for himself 

moral purity, honesty, justice, and mercy toward the poor and oppressed. He has not been greedy, 

nor has he gloated over defeated enemies. He pleads his case, but there is no one to hear the plea. 

“Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my defense - let the Almighty answer me; let my 

accuser put his indictment in writing.” There is no one to be Job’s advocate. He is in God’s hand 

with no one to help him. 

 

Chapter 31 ends with the simple statement that “the words of Job are ended.” 

 

Now before we go on, I want you to stop and ask a simple question. Who won the argument? For 

nearly 30 chapters, the war of words has been waged back and forth, the 3 friends accusing and 

Job refuting. Who won? The answer, of course, is no one. It’s a stale mate. When I lived in 

Australia, I used to watch cricket matches. They last for 4 or 5 days but often you can tell after 

just one day that the match or “test” as they are called, is going to be a draw - no one is going to 

win. I have to tell you that about 15 chapters ago that is how I began to feel about this debate. No 

one wins. The accusing friends are just reaching for the air with their insinuations. They can’t 

prove anything. Job has held his own against them but in his protestations he has left us with a 

sense of uneasiness about his so-called righteousness. 

 

Well, the fact is that if the Book of Job ended with Chapter 31, we would have a big-time 

problem on our hands. We would be left with Job’s innocence and with his integrity still intact. 

But the price tag would be too high because the justice of God would have been called into 

question. At the end of Chapter 31 we might say Job is innocent, but God is guilty! This is the 

point at which Elihu begins to speak. 

 

He has been there all along, or at least for quite some time listening in silent respect because of 

his youth, but now he can restrain himself no longer. His frustration level is just too high. He is 

angry with Job for defending himself at the expense of God’s honor. That is something to be 

angry about. He is angry with the 3 friends for their inability to answer Job’s refutations and for 

their unwillingness to listen. They have missed the point. They have stubbornly clung to the 

notion that suffering is the inevitable result of sin. They have been unwilling to look for and to 

find any other purpose for suffering in the life of a believer. Elihu will look higher. His voice will 

not be the final voice, but he will point us in a different direction and will help us to redeem the 

honor of God. It will be for us to look at the substance of Elihu’s speech tomorrow, but for now 

suffice it to say that having proclaimed the bankruptcy of the arguments of Job’s 3 friends, Elihu 

promises a new and different argument. 



Elihu made a very important point at the beginning of his speech. Wisdom, he contends, does not 

necessarily come from age, but from the Spirit of the Lord. “It is the Spirit in a man, the breath of 

the Almighty, that gives him understanding. It is not only the old who are wise, not only the aged 

who understand what is right.” In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul told Timothy, “Let no one 

despise your youth...” While there is a kind of correlation between age and wisdom that is 

obvious, when the Holy Spirit gives His wisdom to a person, age becomes irrelevant, because 

wisdom comes not from the number of years you have lived or from the number of experiences 

you have had, but from the degree to which you are connected to the Spirit of God. 

 

Now, before we finish our time together today, I want to share with you another issue that I found 

myself pondering as I read Job’s final words to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar (and especially God!) 

Job’s musings about his rejection by the people who once had held him in very high regard, made 

me wonder about why it is that people respect and honor some and why they choose to disrespect 

and dishonor others. 

 

All too often we choose to honor people not because they are wise and not because they are 

righteous, but because they are affluent and powerful. We should note from the experiences of 

Job that respect and honor do not always go to the right people, and all too often for the wrong 

reasons. I know that I spoke along very similar lines at the end of our time together yesterday. I 

believe that God is convicting me of the fact that far too often I have been what the Bible calls “a 

respecter of persons” - honoring the wrong people for the wrong reasons. I am asking God to 

deliver me of that sin. Perhaps it is something that you ought to think about as well. 

Before we close this morning, there is one final thing that I would like to mention.  This week, 

one of the books that I have picked up referred to the Book of Job as a kind of extended parable, a 

fictional account of a mythological “once upon a time” person designed to help us process and 

deal with the presence of suffering in our lives. It was the view of this author that there never was 

a man named Job and there never was a place called Uz and that angelic beings good and evil are 

probably not real either. The Book of Job is just one righteous person’s way of explaining the 

presence of suffering and evil in our world. 

 

I suppose that I am going to reveal myself as a very simple man by what I am going to say next, 

but so be it - I believe that Job was a real man. I believe that Uz was a real place. I believe in 

angels and demons and I hold all of these beliefs because the Bible teaches them.  

 

There are some other references to the Patriarch Job in the Scripture. (I will leave it to those of 

you who are digging deeper today to find them.) They clearly presuppose that Job was just as 

much a real historical person as Abraham, Moses, or David. (By the way, critics of the past 

questioned the historicity of these men too - but not any longer.) 

 

I believe that in the Book of Job just as much as in the Book of Genesis or Kings, we are reading 

real history. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk to you again tomorrow.   

 



WEEK 83, DAY 3               JOB 33, 34 and 35  

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Job chapters 33-35. We are listening now to 

Elihu - a mysterious figure who suddenly appears on the scene to dispute the positions of both 

Job and his opponents. 

 

There are 4 speeches that Elihu makes - one right after another. Interestingly, Job does not 

respond to these speeches as he has those of the other 3 speakers. Perhaps it is because though 

Elihu does take Job to task, he does not attack Job’s integrity.  

 

Now, I wonder if you were able to perceive the basic differences between Elihu’s approach and 

that of the 3 friends who preceded him. Bildad, Eliphaz and Zophar have taken the position that 

Job’s misfortune is entirely related to the sins he has committed. Suffering is the direct result of 

divine displeasure brought about by sin. It is the only conceivable reason that they can find for 

suffering. Suffering is punishment for sin. Case closed. 

 

Elihu sees the possibility of suffering for other reasons. Perhaps, he says, Job is suffering not 

because God wants to harm him, but because God wants to teach him! In Chapter 33, Elihu 

entertains the notion that some suffering is chastening. Suffering can be redemptive in nature, not 

punitive - sent to turn a man from evil if only he will listen to God’s messenger and respond. God 

sends suffering, says Elihu, “to turn back man’s soul from the pit so that he can live to enjoy the 

light”. That is the message of Elihu’s first speech. 

 

In Elihu’s mind there is still a connection between sin and suffering, but it is a different 

connection from the one that the other 3 men have made. They could only see it as punishment; 

Elihu sees it as chastening. That is different. For them, the only goal of punishment is retribution 

and the satisfaction of justice, but chastening has a redemptive goal. It looks toward positive 

change. 

 

Elihu does not have the full New Testament perspective on suffering, but he does take a giant step 

forward from his compatriots as he anticipates the writer of the Book of Hebrews who asserts 

that, “Whoever the Lord loves, He chastens…” 

 

The second speech is found in Chapter 31. In it, Elihu defends the justice of God: “Far be it from 

God to do evil, from the Almighty to do wrong. He repays man for what he has done, He brings 

upon him what his conduct deserved. It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the 

Almighty would pervert justice…” 

 

Elihu does not believe, necessarily, that God is punishing Job for some secret heinous sins. But he 

does believe that in his suffering, Job has accused God of injustice and has therefore been guilty 

of sinning by his response toward God. Job did not sin and then experience God’s punitive 

response, but in the midst of his suffering Job’s response was sinful. He is not suffering because 

he has sinned, but because he is suffering he has fallen into sin - the sin of rebellion - and he 

multiplies his words against God. That is Elihu’s second speech. 

 

In the middle of that speech, Elihu makes an observation regarding the providence of God. The 

Bible teaches us everywhere that God not only created the universe but sustains it as well: “If it 

were His intention and He withdrew His Spirit and His breath, all mankind would perish together 

and man would return to the dust.”  In the first chapter of Hebrews which we will soon read, we 

are told Jesus Christ was the agent of creation and “He upholds all things by means of His 

powerful word.”  I have often reflected upon those words and I never fail to be smitten by a sense 



of cosmic smallness by the thought. You and I are so completely dependent upon the power of 

God for life itself, that we would not even draw the next breath if He did not specifically will it, 

and if He did cease to will it we would simply cease to exist! That puts things back into 

perspective!! 

 

Elihu’s third speech is found in Chapter 35. He challenges an obvious inconsistency in the 

thinking of the suffering Patriarch. On the one hand, Job has been accusing God of injustice, but 

on the other hand he is still insisting that God will vindicate him. 

 

The major reason, according to Elihu, that Job has not gotten any response from God to His 

prayer is the arrogance of this inconsistent vacillation between faith and accusation! In this, says 

Elihu, Job is like many other people: “One can cry out, ‘Where is God?’ for the purpose of seeing 

Him intervene, but the very first thing in prayer has to be the acknowledgement of God’s 

sovereignty, the sovereignty of Him who is the Creator of all things including this man who prays 

to Him, who must therefore approach Him reverently…” (Job; A Van Selms; p. 132) 

 

When we appeal to God for justice and deliverance, while at the very same time railing against 

His dealings with us and rebelling against His wise providence, we act both inconsistently and 

foolishly. That is what Job, in Elihu’s mind, has been doing. And Job, in case you haven’t 

noticed, is not alone - he has a lot of company! 

 

It might be wise for you and I to pause right at this place and reflect upon the frequency with 

which our prayers are rooted not in the attitude of humble submission, but in an attitude of 

rebellion and anger toward God. I wouldn’t like to admit that is true of my prayers, but if I am 

really going to be honest before God, then I would have to confess that there are times when this 

is so. Elihu is trying to remind Job that the essential foundation upon which the practice of prayer 

rests is an understanding that God is sovereign, and a willingness to be in submission to His 

sovereign will! When we are being crushed by the circumstances of life and overwhelmed by our 

emotions, it is very easy to lose our perspective in this critical area. 

 

Now I have to confess to you I have been trying to decide how I feel about this character Elihu. 

You should probably know that there is a certain amount of disagreement among Bible students 

regarding him. Some of the commentators that I have read think that he is just another self-

righteous judge who has appointed himself to convict Job and condemn him. They do not see any 

great differences between what Elihu says and what Bildad, Zophar and Eliphaz have said. 

 

Others hear in Elihu the voice and sentiment of God Himself and see Him as a person who 

faithfully presents the view and position of God Himself with regard to this issue of suffering. 

 

When I read verses like those which open Chapter 33: “Job, listen to my words, pay attention to 

everything I say. I am about to open my mouth, my words are of the tip of my tongue. My words 

come from an upright heart, my lips speak sincerely what I know. The Spirit of God has made 

me, the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” When I read those words, I wondered if Elihu is 

not just another self-righteous Pharisee, but in the end I am convinced that he does speak with 

sincerity into the situation he finds. He really does want to help Job but he cannot sympathize 

with his friend to the point at which he is willing to compromise the justice and the character of 

God. 

 

A number of years ago, I encountered a young family in a state of terrible grief. They had just lost 

a newborn child. He was born and in a few moments he was gone. They were numb with grief, 



full of confusion and very angry with God. I went to see them at someone else’s request and 

found their own pastor had preceded me.  

 

He had entered into their grief, cried with them, and then said: “In this instance God has been 

unfair. He has cheated you of your son and with you I am angry at Him.” Friends, that pastor 

entered into the grief of the young couple and I suppose that was commendable, but the price of 

his so-called “comfort” was much too high. He compromised the integrity of God and when I 

found this couple they had lost even more than their son. They had lost their God as well. 

 

That is precisely what concerns Elihu as he begins to speak. Job has lost his family, his wealth, 

his friends and his health. Elihu does not want him to also lose his God!  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 83, DAY 4               JOB 36, 37 and 38 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Job chapters 36-38. We are nearing the 

conclusion of the book and today we finished listening to Elihu and began to hear from the final 

speaker - the One who always has the last word - the Lord Himself! 

 

My ambivalence about this mysterious character Elihu returned this morning as I considered the 

opening words of Chapter 36. I am sure that you must have noticed them. (This by the way is 

Elihu’s 4
th
 speech). “Bear with me a little while longer and I will show you that there is more to 

be said in God’s behalf. I get my knowledge from afar. I will ascribe justice to my Maker. Be 

assured that my words are not false; one perfect in knowledge is with you.” There are at least 2 

ways to interpret what I have just read to you, and quite frankly, I am not sure from the text itself, 

which is more accurate. 

 

The first way, and the way in which the translators and editors of the New International Version 

and most other translations have chosen to view it, links Elihu’s assurance that his words are 

reliable with the sentence that follows it: “One perfect in knowledge is with you.” The sense of 

the paragraph then is, “My knowledge comes from God and I will make sure that His character 

remains unimpugned with regard to His justice. Job, you can rely on this, because I have 

complete (perfect) knowledge.” 

 

It sounds a little boastful and arrogant, but it is plausible and if you take this view, the last 

sentence about Elihu being perfect in knowledge regarding this matter is explained by the prior 

one that his knowledge is from afar. He is claiming that God has revealed these things to him. He 

is making a claim to special revelation from God. On this view, the difference between Eliphaz, 

Bildad and Zophar, and Elihu is that the first 3 were speculators. They were making guesses - 

wrong guesses - about Job’s situation, while Elihu is actually a prophet of God. On this view, his 

words immediately take on great significance and become relevant not only to Job, but to us. 

 

If you take this view then it would follow that unexplained affliction can safely be viewed by 

believers as “chastening” - related to the sinfulness of our nature, but coming upon us not as 

punishment for our sins but as correction intended to shape our thinking and responses into a 

more godly pattern that will prepare us for future blessings and deeper fellowship with God.  

 

The other way to view the introduction to Elihu’s last speech is to separate his assurance that his 

words are reliable from the sentence which follows it: “One perfect in knowledge is with you” 

and make that last declaration stand instead as the head of the next paragraph which begins to talk 



about the greatness of God. The one perfect in knowledge is God, and Elihu is simply comforting 

Job with the statement that God, whose knowledge is perfect, is always present.  

 

On this view, Elihu’s comments are perhaps to be viewed much as the opinions of the other 3 

speakers we have already met. His is another human view, which perhaps offers a little more 

insight than the previous ones did.  

Remember, that since the autographs and the oldest copies of the Scriptures contain no 

punctuation, the decision about whether the one with Job “who is perfect in knowledge” is Elihu 

or God, must be made on exegetical and contextual grounds. I am reasonably certain that most of 

you read the 3 chapters before us this morning and never even dreamed of asking this question. 

Maybe you bristled a little at the thought that Elihu was being arrogant, but you didn’t think any 

more deeply about it than that. I am praying that as a result of our time together in Know the 

Word, you will become a more careful reader of the Word.  

 

Never run to a commentary to discover the “proper view” of any passage until you have read the 

passage itself carefully enough to know what questions you need to have answered.  

 

I have already told you that I am not certain which paragraph the words “one perfect in 

knowledge” should be attached to, but whichever view you take Elihu is delivered from the 

charge of arrogance. If the words refer to Elihu himself, then it is a claim to revelation and Elihu 

is a prophet speaking boldly because he speaks for God. On the other view he is saying that God 

is the One with perfect knowledge. 

 

There are a couple of other things I want to point out to you with reference to Elihu’s last speech. 

The first is this: Elihu does not answer the problem of evil for us completely, but he does help us 

with it. First, he references all 3 points of the triangle that the presence of suffering creates. He 

insists that God knows what is going on. He will not sacrifice that truth to explain the suffering in 

Job’s life: “God does not take His eyes off the righteous.”  

 

Second, he refuses to say that God is not good. In fact, the major purpose for this speech is to 

defend God at just that point. He says: “I will ascribe justice to my Maker” and, he says to Job: 

“God is wooing you from the jaws of distress to a spacious place free of destruction…” God’s 

purpose for you is full of love.  

 

Third, evil and suffering cannot be accounted for in any way by limiting the power or 

omnipotence of God. “God is exalted in power…how great is God”. The last chapter and a half of 

Elihu’s speech is devoted to extolling the omnipotence of God. 

 

So, according to Elihu, what is the answer to the great problem of evil? If God is really in control, 

if God is really good, and if God really knows what is going on, why is Job sitting on an ash 

heap? Elihu’s answer is that Job is chastened so that God can shape him and build character in 

him. Again, I am thinking of 1 Peter chapter 1. There is a strong parallel there, and a message for 

us.  

 

Elihu’s great concern in chapter 36 is to counsel Job about the appropriate response to suffering. 

In the face of affliction, Elihu says: “Job, be careful how you respond. Don’t be enticed by riches 

or by power.” As Job in his last speech compared the way people treated him when he was 

wealthy and powerful to how they treated him after his afflictions, he came very close to saying: 

“If only I was still rich and powerful, than I could handle all of this.” Elihu says, “That is not the 

answer.” 

 



Elihu says that Job should consider the greatness of God and trust Him. In his agony, Job has 

been trying to argue his case before God. Elihu says, “That is foolish and unnecessary. Instead, 

just worship God and trust.” That is what Job should do.  

 

In Chapter 38, the Lord Himself speaks to Job “out of the storm”. I am sure that you made an 

immediate connection between Job 38 and Isaiah 40 and 41 where the omnipotence of God is 

being compared to the unreality and impotence of the idols and gods worshiped by the nations 

surrounding Israel and Judah. There are some striking similarities between the 2 passages.  

 

It is, I think, both interesting and significant that Elihu’s advice to Job was that he should 

consider God’s greatness and be quiet and trust Him. That is interesting because it is exactly what 

God seems to be saying to him in this grand interrogation which begins in Chapter 38 (by the 

way, Job 38, 39, 40 and 41 are on my list of great chapters of the Bible simply because here we 

have God Himself speaking to us about the power, authority, wisdom and sovereignty of God. 

This is holy ground. Remove your shoes and tread softly!) 

 

God speaks and asks, “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?” 

Which being interpreted means Job (or John or Sally or Tom) “Who gave you the right to 

question me? Let me ask you a few questions first.” And then comes a series of more than 30 

questions (and that is just in Chapter 38) which are designed to underscore 2 simple facts about 

Job: He is ignorant and he is impotent. The effect? - To humble the one who might dare to 

question God. 

 

Every once in awhile I am sure that everyone of us gets the urge to question God’s plan or His 

methods. We need to keep a bookmark in the 38
th
 chapter of Job so that whenever we are tempted 

to question God’s ways we can come back here. Whenever we can answer God’s questions to Job 

in the affirmative, that is when we will have the right to call His ways into question and to give 

Him suggestions about a better way to do things.  

 

These rhetorical questions (I hope you read them carefully) focus on 2 things: God’s power and 

God’s wisdom. As I think about Job 38 I am reminded of the words of a wonderful hymn: “Oh 

Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, I see 

the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed. Then sings my 

soul, my Savior God to Thee, how great Thou art, how great Thou art.” 

 

Here’s the point. If you think about the power of God long enough and if you contemplate the 

wisdom of God deeply enough, and if you believe by faith that He is a just and loving God, you 

will end up - even if you are sitting on an ash heap - in worship. It works every time!  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 



WEEK 83, DAY 5              JOB 39, 40, 41, 42 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we finished the Book of Job by reading chapters 39-

42. 

 

As we began to read this morning, God is still asking Job questions - the kind of questions that 

are designed to underscore the finiteness of Job - his ignorance and his impotence - as over 

against the omniscience and omnipotence of God. The purpose of the game of 1,000 questions is 

very obvious - it is to bring Job to the point at which he will understand how wrong it is for the 

creature to question the doings of the Creator. All of the questions we read yesterday in Chapter 

38 and all of the questions we encounter in Chapter 39 lead to the real bottom-line question with 

which Chapter 40 begins. Here it is and mark it well because it is the very same question that you 

and I will need to confront in those moments when we think we have a better plan than the one 

God is working in our lives! “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him?...Would 

you discredit My justice? Would you condemn Me to justify yourself?” 

 

The beginning of Chapter 40 is critically important. It is the hinge-pin of everything that precedes 

it and of all that will follow it because the questioning of Job begins again right after it, and 

continues for another chapter and a half. 

 

Now there are several things that I want to make certain that we notice together here. Did it 

surprise you that even at the end, God never explained to Job or his friends what was going on? 

God never said, ‘Now Job, I know that you have had a really bad time here and I couldn’t explain 

it all to you before because it would have ruined the test, but now that it is all over I want you to 

know what was going on…’ That explanation is entirely absent from the book. It doesn’t happen. 

As far as I can tell, apart from the vindication of Job’s righteousness which occurs in the rebuke 

which God gives to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, (a rebuke in which He clearly tells them that Job 

was right in his protestations of innocence and they were wrong in assuming his guilt), - apart 

from that corrective: ‘Job wasn’t lying’, there is no further explanation given. God doesn’t tell 

Job about the challenge of Satan that his righteous was self-serving based only upon the fact that 

God has blessed him. God doesn’t explain that the trials he had endured were a “test” to prove 

(and to improve) his character. Even when the trial is ended, God does not explain it to Job. 

 

Now please understand how important this is. I mean, God was talking - verbally talking to Job 

anyway. Don’t you think that He could at least have said, ‘Oh, by the way, Job, you performed 

really well; by not cursing me in the midst of affliction you proved that your righteousness was 

not solely based on the fact that I blessed you. Satan has been defeated. I want you to know 

exactly what was going on. Now…’ That doesn’t happen. Even when it’s over, God doesn’t feel 

compelled to offer any explanation. 

 

You can see why that is so important, can’t you? It is important because you and I will also pass, 

in our lives, through periods of unexplained affliction. There will be times when we also feel that 

God is far away and that His hand has been turned against us. The first thing that we must learn 

today is that we have no guarantee in this life that we will ever understand exactly what is (or 

was) going on. Trials do not come with explanations that will put everything back in perspective 

at the end. It doesn’t work that way. There is no debriefing session built in here. We will not 

always have the privilege of an explanation for the suffering and trials that come our way. There 

is a simple fact here that you and I had better grab hold of” A sovereign God does not owe us any 

explanations at all. He is the Creator - the sovereign, omnipotent, all-wise Creator of the universe 

- that is the point of all the questions. We are just the creatures, creatures that He loves very 

much, but creatures, nonetheless, and the fact is this: The Creator does not owe the creatures any 



explanation at all. That, you may remember, was the whole point of Romans chapter 9. God 

doesn’t owe Job (or me) any explanation because He is the Creator and Job is the creature! 

 

The second thing that we need to notice is that Job apparently got the point and in the end he 

didn’t require such an explanation. After God spoke to him out of the storm Job responds once 

with a brief statement in the midst of the questioning, and then again at the end of the questions. 

In the middle of the questions Job says: “I am unworthy - how can I reply to you? I put my hand 

over my mouth. I spoke once, but I have no answer - twice, but I will say no more.” And at the 

end of God’s question and answer session, in Chapter 42, Job says, “I know that you can do all 

things, no plan of yours can be thwarted…Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things 

too wonderful for me to know…My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 

Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” 

 

Now, does that make sense to you? What has happened to Job? He has been broken and humbled 

that is clear, but there is something else as well. His encounter with a sovereign God has left him 

with the understanding that knowing who God is, is more important than understanding what is 

going on around him. Knowing who God is better than having an explanation of the mess he’s in. 

That is a pretty important insight for us as well. 

 

May I summarize for you what I think Job learned that made it okay, even without an explanation 

- and, may I remind you, even before God restored all he had allowed to be taken away? 

 

In the interrogation, Job has learned with his heart what he had long known with his head: that 

God was the sovereign, omnipotent Creator of all and that he (Job) was merely a finite, fragile, 

fallible and fallen creature. The Creator has the right to use that which He has created in any way 

at all that He should choose. It’s His call. If He fashions some vessels for honorable uses that is 

His prerogative, and if He creates others to become chamber pots, that is His prerogative as well. 

In the words of St. Paul, “Shall the thing made say unto Him who formed it ‘Why have you made 

me like this?’” The Creator/creature distinction is absent from most of out modern theological 

constructions but, men and women, it is critical to a proper understanding of who God is and who 

you are, and without it you will assume the right to engage God, as Job did out of his pain, in a 

thousand reckless (and fruitless) disputations. The Creator does not owe you an explanation for 

His actions. That is the hard lesson that Job learned, but thank God there is more. 

 

Three sub-points emerge as well from the game of 1,000 questions that God forced Job to play. 

They are sub-points that I think you will recognize immediately. The questions emphasize 3 basic 

attributes of the Creator God. These attributes do not answer Job’s agonized question, ‘Why me?’ 

but they make the need for such an explanation disappear. 

 

The first thing that I noticed about the questions God asked is that they emphasize the omnipotent 

power of the Creator (remember the 3 points of the triangle that make up the problem of evil?) 

After the interrogation by God, Job is completely satisfied that God is all-powerful. 

 

The second subject to which these questions address themselves is God’s knowledge and wisdom 

and again, at the end of the day Job is quite confident that God is well aware of everything that 

happens in His universe - aware even of Job and his pitiful circumstances… 

 

And finally, and this is a little more subtle but it is there, the issue of God’s caring, His love, His 

justice, is addressed. God raises the issue Himself in those key verses at the beginning of Chapter 

40 which we looked at earlier, but it is there as well in the questions about the other creatures that 

He created and for whom He provides care. 



The problem of evil and suffering in our world will always be perplexing to us and we will often 

be unable to answer the question, “Why did this happen?” with any degree of specificity. But if, 

in the face of adversity, we are able to still affirm that God is all-powerful, that God is aware of 

us and our situation and that God is still good, still just, then we can, with Job, simply shut our 

mouths and trust Him. 

 

I close again today the words of a familiar hymn - one of my favorite hymns - written by a man 

who could very easily identify with Job. He had lost his job, his fortune, and due to a shipwreck, 

a large portion of his family - all within a few weeks. He wrote, “When peace like a river 

attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; whatever my lot Thou hast taught me to 

say, It is well, it is well with my soul”. 

 

As we close this morning, there is one final thing to notice: Satan failed. His plan was thwarted. 

God turned his desire to destroy Job into an opportunity to build and bless His faithful servant. 

Satan failed! - In the end, he always does.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have great weekend and I’ll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 


