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WEEK 81, DAY 1             REVELATION 20, 21 and 22 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 81 of Know the Word. We finished 

reading the Book of Revelation and have come to the end of the visions that God gave to John 

the Apostle while he was living in exile on the Island of Patmos. 

 

Today we finished reading the third vision and then read the 4
th

 and last vision which begins in 

Chapter 21:9 where John is addressed by another of the angels who had carried one of the 7 

bowls of wrath. The characteristic phrase: “He carried me away in the Spirit” is found in 21:10 

and begins the 4
th

 vision. 

 

Now, Chapter 20 and the first portion of Chapter 21 bring us to the end of the third vision, but 

instead of going back after the series of 7 bowls to give us yet another look at the church age 

culminating with the return of Christ, as was the pattern with the seals, the trumpets and the 

bowls, the 20
th

 chapter goes on from the return of Christ to tell us what happens next - after 

Christ’s triumphant return - the point at which the dragon, (who here - did you notice it? - is 

finally clearly identified as Satan), is cast into the abyss for a period of 1000 years to prevent 

him, for that time, from deceiving the nations. 

 

This passage is, of course, the passage in which the origins of the doctrine of the millennial reign 

of Christ are rooted.  There are, as we have already discovered, a great many Old Testament 

passages which speak of a time when righteousness will prosper on the earth, when the nations 

will be at peace and when the effects of sin brought about by Adam’s fall will be removed. 

Without Revelation 20, however, it would be difficult to tell whether those passages were talking 

about what we call the millennium, or whether they were talking in a highly symbolic way about 

what heaven would be like. It is because of Revelation 20 that we believe in a millennium. 

 

Now notice a few things with me about this period: 

 

#1) The millennium begins when Satan is bound for 1000 years in the abyss - John’s name for 

hell. 

 

#2) As a consequence of that binding, his ability to deceive the nations is curtailed for that 

period. 

 

#3) There is a resurrection of the righteous at the beginning of this period who then begin to 

reign with Christ. The language of verse 4 would seem to limit this resurrection to those who 

were martyred because of their faith in Christ, but since from Thessalonians we know that all of 

the dead in Christ will rise at His return, it seems wisest to me to take this group as representative 

of all the saints. (By the way, this is one place where a pre-tribulation view might seem to fit 

better because in that view the other righteous dead have already risen - at the coming of Christ 

in the rapture - and have been waiting to return with Him in glory. In this view, the only 

righteous dead left are the ones who died in the tribulation.). 

 

At any rate, and this is quite important, John says that: 
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#4) The rest of the dead, that is the wicked, do not get resurrected until the 1000 years have 

ended. I say this is very important because in  a-millennial scheme, there is only one resurrection 

- a great resurrection after Christ’s return and before the final judgment. In the face of Revelation 

20:5, I can see no way to maintain that view! John says this resurrection of the righteous is the 

first resurrection - that means there will be a second. 

 

#5) The resurrected righteous will reign with Christ as priests of God during the millennium. 

 

#6) At the conclusion of the 1000 years, Satan will be loosed for a short time. He will deceive 

the nations and they will wage war again against God’s people. 

 

#7) At this point the devil will be thrown by God into the lake of burning sulphur where he will 

remain forever. 

 

#8) This final victory will be followed by a general resurrection - that is, all the rest of humanity 

will be raised. 

 

#9) There will be judgment - John calls it ‘The Great White Throne Judgment’ and  

 

#10) The final state will be introduced - a new heaven and a new earth. The righteous will be 

consigned to heaven and wicked to hell. 

 

Now in the a-millennial scheme of interpretation, the beginning of Chapter 20 - the binding of 

Satan - is not conceived of as moving beyond the return of Christ to a new period, but as yet 

another recapitulation to the beginning of the Christian era. They find support for their view in 

the Parable of the Strong Man that is recorded in Mark 3:20ff. There, when accused of being able 

to cast out demons because He Himself was demon-possessed, Jesus’ response was to say that no 

one can rob a strong man’s house unless first he has entered in and bound the strong man. 

Starting from this story, they see Revelation 20-22 as yet another cycle or view of church history 

beginning with the ministry of Christ and moving just beyond His return to the final judgment. 

The millennial “reign” consists of Christ ruling spiritually over the church - the body of Christ. 

 

The “advantages’ of this view are:  

 

*Its simplicity - Christ is crucified and the end times begin. Christ returns at the end of 

the age. There is a final judgment and people enter heaven or hell. 

 

*It avoids the difficulty of explaining the purpose of a millennium (the hardest job a pre-

millennial scholar has). 

 

There are, however, 2 or 3 overwhelming problems with this view: 

*It completely ignores the crystal clear insistence of Revelation 20:5,6 that there are two 

resurrections separated by a 1000-year period. 

 

*Revelation 20 says that during the millennial period Satan will be bound - unable to 

deceive the nations - that does not seem to be the case at present. 
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*And you have to mix the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 visions together to make the view ‘stand’. The 

beginning of the last ‘cycle’ in the a-millennial view is in Chapter 20 (vision #3); the end 

in Chapter 22 (vision #4). I remain a pre-millennialist! 

 

Chapters 21 and 22 of the Book of Revelation need to be on your list of the great chapters of the 

Bible because they do what no other passages of Scripture even attempt - they describe heaven 

for us. I can do no better than to read you again a portion of that description: (Revelation 21:22 - 

22:5) 

 

“I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 

the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory 

and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will 

anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the 

Lamb’s book of life.  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life as clear as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. 

On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 12 crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any 

curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 

They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. 

They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them 

light. And they will reign forever and ever.” 

 

It is no accident at all that the last chapter of Revelation, in its description of heaven, consciously 

draws on images that recall for us the description of the Garden of Eden in the Book of Genesis. 

We have come full circle from man the crown of all God’s creation living in fellowship with his 

Creator, to man fallen, redeemed and restored to the very same position by the blood of the 

Lamb, who with His Father will be worshipped and served forever in the kingdom of light. 

 

Practically, the last paragraph of Revelation contains the warning concerning the words of this 

book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 

And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from his share 

in the tree of life and in the holy city which are described in this book.” John meant for these 

words to apply to the Book of Revelation, but in God’s providence, since Revelation is the last 

book of the New Testament, they apply most fittingly to the whole of the Bible. 

That warning however is really an “aside.” The dominant thought, repeated in several different 

ways in that last half of Revelation 22 is this:  Jesus is coming soon!  He Himself says it:  

“Behold I am coming soon” - “The time is near” - then again “Behold I am coming soon” - “Yes, 

I am coming soon.” It ends with a prayer: “Come Lord Jesus.” 

 

Friends, over and over again - a hundred times over - we have had occasion to focus on the fact 

that all of history is driving inexorably toward the day when Jesus Christ will return. There is 

really only one thing that matters and that is to be certain that we, and all of those whom we can 

influence, are ready for that day. 
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Well, we have concluded our whirlwind tour of the Book of Revelation now, and I am pretty 

sure that you still have a legal pad full of questions. My objective over these last 7 days has not 

been to give you all the answers - I could never do that and I don’t think that anyone else could 

do that either - though clearly there are a great many people who would do a much better job of 

that than me. I am pretty sure however that most of us will have noticed some things at least that 

will be useful in better understanding this amazing Book of the Bible. 

 

In the first vision we noted, for example, the magnificent description of Jesus Christ, a portion of 

which appeared in each of the 7 letters. A wonderful study could be made of the 7 promises to 

the overcomers in vision #1. It would be extremely rewarding.  

 

The second vision is the major one, at least in terms of the amount of material it embraces. If I 

am right in my “anchor” points, the 6
th

 seal and the 7
th

 trumpet and the 7
th

 bowl all point to the 

second coming of Christ, and the man-child of Chapter 12 is Jesus Christ with reference to His 

birth and earthly ministry. If that is Christ, it lends some credence to the ‘recapitulation’ view 

that the Lord is giving to John three separate visions of the church age in this portion of the book 

- an age which will climax with a terrible struggle between good and evil during which the twin 

recurring themes of persecution and judgment will be evident. 

 

The third vision clearly focuses on the time of the end and upon the judgment against Babylon 

the harlot. But here in this end time vision, we are taken beyond the second coming of Christ and 

given some reason to believe in a millennial age which will follow the present one. 

 

The final vision - which we read today, is of course of the final state and of heaven - and friends 

- it is glorious! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow.  
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WEEK 81, DAY 2     PSALMS 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. We have returned today to the Book of Psalms and read 

Psalm 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17. 

 

Now the very first thing that I want for us to notice this morning is that in the Psalms before us 

we encounter a whole range of emotions and life situations. The Psalmists (for these Psalms were 

written by at least 2 different people: 12, 16 and 17 by David and the others by an anonymous 

writer or writers) show us very quickly that in our lives there are times when everything seems to 

go very well - for example, Psalm 16:6: “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places. Surely I have a delightful inheritance.” And then there are days when just the opposite is 

true and everything seems like it is crashing in around our ears. In fact, if we are to judge by the 

selection of Psalms we read today, we might well conclude (and it would not be wrong) that 

there will be a lot of painful days for those who trust in God and that notwithstanding all my 

faith and all of my efforts to do what is right. I know that all of us already know this, but just for 

the record, bad things sometimes happen to good people - in fact, with alarming regularity. 

 

The Psalmists here have had some very bad experiences. Let us see if we can identify them. In 

Psalm 10, there is some kind of trouble that the righteous man is encountering that the wicked 

one by comparison does not seem to face. Whether the righteous Psalmist is being directly 

oppressed by the wicked man, or he is just noticing that the wicked do not seem to face the same 

kind of hardships, I cannot be sure, but it’s very clear that the righteous man believes himself to 

be the “victim.” 

 

In Psalm 12, it is the same. There the word “victim” is replaced by the words: “weak” and 

“needy”. The cry is: ‘O Lord protect us from the wicked who oppress the righteous.’ 

 

In Psalm 13, it is David who is writing, and in Psalm 13 it seems to be a physical disease that is 

in view. “If you don’t do something,” David says, “I am going to die.” 

 

Psalm 17 is another one with David’s name attached to it. He is being attacked by his enemies. It 

is at least a verbal attack: “Their mouths speak with arrogance”. It may also quite literally be a 

life-threatening experience: “They have tracked me down. They now surround me, with eyes 

alert to throw me to the ground. They are like a lion hungry for prey, like a great lion crouching 

in cover.” 

 

So, bad things in the form of circumstances, disease, and oppression and persecution do come 

against the Christian and at times, it tends to throw us off our spiritual balance because of the 

wickedness of the oppressors and because those more wicked than the Psalmist seem to prosper 

and be without a care, while the righteous suffer. It perplexes. It distresses. It’s a big, faith-

busting problem! 

 

Last week in the Book of Revelation we discovered that throughout the church age and 

especially at the end of time, Christians will suffer great persecution. Many will die for the sake 

of Christ and the Gospel, and, John told us, that from under the altar the prayers of the martyrs 
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will go up - “How long, O Lord, how long.” Some of the Psalms we read today could easily have 

been “under the altar Psalms” - “O Lord, how long?” 

 

You will remember that we have, at many times in the past, noted that both the righteous and the 

wicked tend to assume that righteous living will somehow automatically result in an exemption 

from suffering and that conversely, if one is living in ease and prosperity, it automatically means 

that God is either pleased with him or that God is powerless to punish him. All 3 of these views - 

however prevalent - are fallacious.  

 

It is true that in the long run righteous living will be rewarded by God - in the end the martyred 

saints do get to live under the altar in the presence of Christ, but in the short run the beast 

oppresses and kills them!! In the end, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord for their deeds 

do follow them” - but in the short term it will not seem that way. 

 

It is not true that material prosperity on earth is an indication of God’s automatic blessing. 

Sometimes, He stores up His wrath to be poured out upon the wicked at the last day, and if God 

does not punish all men right now for their sinful deeds, it is not because He cannot, but because 

He is allowing time for repentance, which is being misused even as we speak. 

 

Nevertheless, sometimes it seems like the bad guys will get away with it and sometimes it seems 

like God doesn’t care. The antidote to these heretical thoughts is simple trust. There is a pretty 

simple and very important pattern to be observed in these Psalms and we would do very well to 

note it. It can be illustrated quite easily from Psalm 10. The Psalm begins, and the first half is 

dominated by ‘this is what I see’ and ‘this is how I feel’ statements: 

 

 I see: the wicked man hunting down the weak 

 I see: the wicked man prospering with no thought of God 

 I see: the wicked man cursing and living 

 I see: the wicked man ambushing the weak 

 I feel: like God is hiding 

 I feel: like God never sees 

 

Then the whole tone of the Psalm changes and we switch to ‘I know’ statements: 

 

 I know: God does see trouble 

 I know: God does help the weak and the victims 

 I know: God does hear their prayers 

 

Psalm 13 is very similar. It starts with ‘here is how I feel’ - “Lord, how long? Will you forget me 

forever?” It ends with “I trust in your unfailing love. My heart rejoices in your salvation.” 

 

This is what I want to say to you. The Psalmists’ experience is my experience and, I suspect, 

your experience as well. When we are left holding the short end of the stick, it looks like God 

can’t do anything and it feels like He doesn’t care. It is okay to acknowledge what we see and to 

say what we feel. But we must always move on from that to what we know. That is where faith is 

found and that is where you and I must stand. 
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The favorite contrast of the Psalms is between the righteous and the wicked. The wicked are: 

arrogant, boastful, scheming, prideful, violent, deceptive - and they are doomed. 

 

The righteous are: truthful, they do not have deceitful lips, they are obedient, they do the things 

God commands, they are full of trust and they exercise real faith. 

 

I found it helpful this morning just to notice the specific prayer requests the Psalmists bring 

before the Lord:   

 

From Psalm 10: “Arise Lord! Lift up your hand O God. Do not forget the 

helpless”…“Break the arm of the wicked and evil man. Call him to account for the 

wickedness that would not be found out.” 

 

From Psalm 12: “Help, Lord, for the godly are no more, the faithful have vanished…” 

 

From Psalm 13: “Look on me and answer (my prayer) O Lord my God. Give light to my 

eyes or I will sleep in death.” 

 

 From Psalm 16: “Keep me safe O Lord for in you I have refuge.” 

 

From Psalm 17: “Give ear to my prayer O Lord, may my vindication come from 

you…show the wonder of your great love…keep me as the apple of your eye, hide me in 

the shadow of your wings…Rise O Lord, confront (my enemies)…bring them down; 

rescue me from the wicked by your sword…” 

 

Of all the Psalms we read today, Psalm 16 was different because it was not a desperate prayer in 

the time of trouble. It stands by itself this morning as a prayer of confidence and rejoicing. It is 

very likely that the circumstances in which it was written were not all that different from those 

prevailing when the other Psalms we read today were composed, but the Psalmist was different; 

full of faith and reflection upon the counsel and promises of God. 

 

It ends as does Psalm 17 with what sounds very much like an affirmation of a belief in the 

resurrection: “My heart is glad because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let 

your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the path of life. You will fill me with joy 

in your presence with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” In Acts 2:31 and again in Acts 13:35 

that verse from Psalm 16 is taken by Peter and then Paul as a prophecy of Christ’s resurrection. 

Psalm 17 is slightly more oblique but just as confident in its ending: “And I in righteousness will 

see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness”. That is how we will 

meet our Lord at our resurrection. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 81, DAY 3       PSALMS 21, 25, 26, and 27 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we have remained in the Book of Psalms and 

occupied ourselves with 4 more Psalms of David. Somehow, when we read the books of 1and 2 

Samuel, we managed to skip these songs of faith written by or for King David. Our omission at 

that time was probably due to the fact that it is difficult to “pin” any of these Psalms to a specific 

incident in David’s life. They are, however, wonderful songs of faith that strike a very different 

note from the cries of desperation that we read yesterday. 

 

Let me see if I can briefly summarize the content of each of these 4 Psalms before we go back to 

look at some specific details. Psalm 21 is a Psalm of praise for victories God has given to the 

king. It follows Psalm 20, which was the prayer the Israelites prayed before sending their king 

out into battle. I am sure that accounts for its placement in our Bibles, but there is no real 

evidence that they were either written or recited together. Psalm 20 was the prayer before the 

battle and Psalm 21 the praise song afterward. It reminds me that I need always to remember to 

pray not only the desperate prayer for help when I am in big trouble, but also the grateful prayer 

of thanksgiving after the deliverance has come. Sometimes I forget to do that and I suspect you 

do as well. 

 

Psalm 21 is “framed by verses 1 and 13 - the phrase ‘O Lord, in your strength’ is in both verses 

and the key verse is verse 7 which proclaims the king’s trust in the Lord and security afforded 

him by God’s unfailing love.” (NIV Study Bible notes) These are the anchor points - God is all-

powerful; He has strength - then, God is completely faithful. You can set it out as a logical 

syllogism: “God is all-powerful; God is completely faithful; I have no need to fear.”  That is an 

airtight argument, my friends! No one can punch any holes in that logic - it is unassailable. Let 

me say it again: “God is all-powerful; God is completely faithful; we have been victorious.” Can 

you recognize those same themes from our recent study of the Book of Revelation? It is the very 

same. And that is exactly why you have experienced so many deliverances and victories in your 

life as well. 

 

In Psalm 25 “the Psalmist prays for God’s covenant mercies when suffering affliction for sins 

and when enemies seize the occasion to attack, perhaps by trying to discredit the king through 

false accusations. Appealing to God’s covenant benevolence (His mercy, love, goodness, 

uprightness, faithfulness and grace, and to his own reliance on the Lord), he prays for 

deliverance from his enemies, for guidance in God’s will, for the forgiveness of his sins and for 

relief from his affliction. These are related. God’s forgiveness will express itself in removing his 

affliction and then his enemies will no longer have occasion to slander him. And with God 

guiding him in ‘His way’, i.e. - in ‘the demands of the covenant’ he will no longer wander into 

rebellious ways” (NIV Study Bible notes). Psalm 25 also has the characteristics of an acrostic, 

but it is little bit irregular. 

 

Psalm 25 is a wonderful prayer - one that from time to time I get down upon my knees and pray 

through line by line. That is a very beneficial practice. There is something very special about 

praying God’s words back to Him. 
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Psalm 26 is “ a prayer for discerning mercies - to spare His faithful and godly servant from the 

death that overtakes the wicked and ungodly. The prayer for vindication suggests that the king is 

threatened by the ‘deceitful’ and the ‘bloodthirsty’ men to whom he refers. The Psalm is linked 

to Psalm 27 by the theme of the Lord’s house…David’s love for the Temple testifies to the 

authenticity of his piety…(NIV Study Bible notes). In Psalm 26, David invites the Lord to 

“examine” or “test” his heart and mind because he has walked upright before the Lord. 

 

The last Psalm we read today, Psalm 27, is one of my favorites and I think one of the favorites of 

many other Christians as well, in part because of the wonderful piece of music that is often sung: 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation. Who then shall I fear, who then shall I fear? The Lord is 

the strength of my life, the Lord is the strength of my life. Of whom then shall I be afraid?” 

 

Like the prayers we read yesterday, this is a Psalm asking for God’s deliverance from enemies 

who conspire against David, but unlike those Psalms, there is no discouragement and no 

discomfort here, only supreme confidence in what a mighty God is doing on his behalf. “When 

evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me they 

will stumble and fall. Though an army besiege me my heart will not fear. Though war break out 

against me even then will I be confident. One thing I ask of the Lord. This is what I seek; that I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

and to seek Him in His Temple.”  

 

“I am still confident of this. I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for 

the Lord and be strong. Take heart and wait for the Lord.” 

 

What a song. Once again, as we saw yesterday, there is a strong focus on worship. David wants 

to dwell in God’s house for the rest of his life. The Temple, the house of the Lord, was a 

preoccupation of David’s entire life as king. He wanted to build a temple for the Lord. Because 

of the violence that surrounded his life and the “blood” on his hands, it was a task left instead to 

David’s son Solomon to accomplish. 

 

There is a kind of parallel between Psalm 27 in the Old Testament, and the last part of the 8
th

 

chapter of Romans. Both are triumphant songs of confidence in which David and Paul 

respectively declare the impossibility of giving way to fear because the security of the believer is 

absolute because of the character of God. Psalm 27 is one of the great chapters of the Bible. 

 

There are a few ideas that I need to go back to now. The 25
th

 Psalm shows how important the 

idea of covenant was to King David. That word, you will remember, is an incredibly important 

one to the student of God’s Word. All the way back in the Book of Genesis we found God 

making covenants, first with Noah, and then with Abraham. “Through you”, God said, “I will 

bless all the nations of the earth.” The Abrahamic Covenant was reaffirmed to Isaac and to 

Jacob. Then came the covenant with Moses in which God established the Israelite nation as a 

kingdom of priests. The Davidic Covenant came next and finally the New Covenant promised by 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and established by Jesus Christ Himself.  In the Davidic Covenant, God 

promised that Messiah would come from David’s house and that his throne would be established 

forever. David thought that was a promise worth hanging on to.  
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There is one more thing about our reading today that I think we need to address. Were you 

troubled at all about the apparent self-righteousness of Psalm 26? Listen. “Vindicate me O Lord, 

for I have led a blameless life. I have trusted in the Lord without wavering…your love is ever 

before me and I walk continually in your truth…I lead a blameless life.” Those brief excerpts 

pretty well set the tone of Psalm 26.  

 

It jarred me when I read it because it sounded a little pharisaical to me. Well, it would probably 

be hypocritical if I prayed this Psalm, but it really was an honest revelation of the soul of King 

David. Now do not misunderstand. When David said, “I have led a blameless life”, he certainly 

was not claiming to be perfect or without sin. We know enough about David’s life to know that 

he could not have been claiming that! Even if this song was written before the sin with 

Bathsheba, he still could not have been saying, “I am without sin.” 

  

What David is claiming is that he had a transparent heart before God. He was a man like Caleb 

before him, “who wholly followed the Lord his God”, and God Himself said of David that he 

was a man “after God’s own heart”.  

 

That is a life goal that you and I ought to have for own lives: to live a blameless life. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 81, DAY 4                  JOB 1, 2 and 3 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we began reading what may be the oldest book in the 

Bible, the Book of Job. We do not know who wrote this book. Some have suggested that it may 

have been Moses himself, but we simply do not know. (In fairness, others, thinking that the book 

was written much later than the time period in which it is set, have put forth Solomon’s name.) 

We just do not know. 

 

The historical setting of the book seems to be the second millennium before Christ, perhaps 

during or slightly after the time of Abraham. Like the Patriarchs of Genesis, Job lived to be over 

100 years of age. He was, like them, the “priest” of his family. Also, like Abraham, his wealth 

was principally concentrated in flocks and herds. He led a nomadic lifestyle. The book shows no 

evidence of the Mosaic Law Code, so placing it into the time of the Patriarchs seems like a good 

fit.  This is a very old book.  

 

This book is a theodicy. I am not sure that I have used that expression before, but a “theodicy” is 

an attempt to explain or to deal with the problem of suffering and to answer the question. “Why 

do bad things happen to good people?” It is another way of dealing with the problem of evil. 

Now, we have talked about that subject a number of times before, most recently, I believe, when 

we read the Book of Habakkuk together. Let me briefly refresh your memory. We believe 3 

things about God. He is all-powerful (the theological word is “omnipotent”). He is all-knowing 

(we call that “omniscient) and He is all-good. So, if God is all-powerful (He could stop bad 

things from happening) and He is all-knowing (He is always aware of what is happening) and He 
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is completely good, then why is Job suffering these horrendous losses? That is, why is Job 

suffering if he really is a righteous man? 

 

It may take us awhile to sort through everything that God wants to teach us from this ancient 

book of Hebrew wisdom, but there are at least a few things we can learn right up front: 

 

1. Lesson #1 - There is always a lot more going on than you or I are immediately aware of. 

There is always, if you will, a story behind the story. Do you remember the story of the 3 

disciples that Jesus took with Him up on the Mount of Transfiguration? All of a sudden 

they became aware of the fact that they were living in a universe that was a whole lot 

bigger then they realized! Jesus was talking with Moses and Elijah and He was 

transformed (“transfigured”, if you will) into someone a whole lot more authoritative and 

glorious than the rabbi that they were walking beside a few minutes before in Galilee. Or, 

remember the story of Gehazi, Elisha’s servant who got up one morning and looked out 

the window to see an enemy army encircling his master’s house. Gehazi was, 

understandably, upset; but when he showed Elisha what he had seen, the old prophet 

prayed and said, “Lord, now let him see what I see.” And when Gehzai looked again, the 

enemy soldiers were still there, but they were surrounded by an even greater army - an 

army of angels! There was no need for Gehazi to worry about anything.  

 

So here is Lesson #1: Always remember, that when we encounter evil, adversity, sorrow, 

and pain that we did nothing to bring upon ourselves, it is not a time to wonder if God 

knows, or if God cares, or if God has the power to act - (that, you will remember, is the 

lesson that Habakkuk finally learned). Instead, it is a time to realize that we do not see the 

whole picture as God does and simply trust that He will do the right thing at the right 

time if we will simply trust Him. 

 

What Job did not know - and could not know - and maybe never knew - is that his 

misfortune was the result of Satan’s challenge to God and his accusations against Job. 

 

Let’s stop here for a moment to recognize that there are very few passages to which we 

can turn in Scripture to find direct teaching about Satan. This morning we read one of the 

clearest. While he is mentioned in many different places in the Bible, there is surprisingly 

little direct teaching about him. His name means ‘adversary’ and he is the sworn enemy 

of both the Lord Jesus Christ and of God’s people. He is the leader of the angels who fell 

from heaven with him and another of his names that we discovered in the Book of 

Revelation is “Appollyon” (or “Destroyer”).  

 

Here are a few important things that we learned about him this morning:  

 

He accuses the people of God - his claim here was that Job was only righteous 

because God had blessed him. That claim was disproven, but at great personal 

cost to Job!  

 

That Satan is still under the authority and power of God. Even though he has 

rebelled against God, even though he actually attacks and brings harm upon the 
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people of God, he can do no more than God, in His sovereign wisdom, allows. 

(Now we will need to come back to that idea again, because God obviously 

“allows” much more suffering into our lives at times than we would like!) For 

now, at least, grab this thought - God places clear boundaries on how much injury 

and suffering Stan can inflict on us. And you might wish to tie that thought to a 

precious promise found in I Corinthians 10:13: “No temptation has seized you 

except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be 

tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted He will also 

provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 

 

Finally, we learned  - or saw - that Satan is not all-powerful (in fact, he has 

already been defeated); he is not omniscient (he did not know what was going on 

in Job’s mind and heart); and he is not omnipresent (though his legions of demons 

can be deployed in many places, Satan, unlike the God he sought to usurp, is a 

creature just like you and I - a very powerful creature, but a creature nonetheless). 

God is eternal and uncreated. That is a big difference!  

 

2. Now to Lesson #2: When we are attacked by Satan - (don’t be surprised, it’s what he 

does! Remember, Peter says, “He is like a roaring lion prowling around looking for 

someone to devour!”) - there are always 2 competing agendas. (This is very important). 

Satan’s agenda is to destroy us and if possible, by destroying us, to do great damage to 

the church of Jesus Christ. But the second agenda is God’s agenda and that also is both 

clear and straight forward, to make us more and more into the image of Christ. That is 

what the strange “court” scenes in Job 1 and 2 are all about. Satan wants to attack Job so 

he can destroy him. Why does God allow that? - Because he wants to “prove” Job, to 

“perfect” him. Does Job know what is happening? No. He hasn’t got a clue. All he knows 

is that his personal universe has collapsed around him and it feels like (note these words!) 

- it feels like God has abandoned him. Job has entered what theologians have often called 

“the dark night of the soul.” But Job does not sin against God - he waits, suffering but 

submissive to the will and the mysterious ways of God. 

 

Job’s wife is not going to give him a lot of encouragement - “just curse God and die” - but Job 

has 3 friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite (I will resist the ‘short’ jokes) and 

Zophar the Namathite. We do not know who these men were, but they were real friends who 

travel to be with Job and then just sit there on the ground with him crying and saying nothing for 

a whole week. You don’t do that if you are not a real friend! 

 

Job’s lament in Chapter 3 is not unlike some of the things we have already read in the Book of 

Psalms, and it is very similar to a passage we read in the 20
th

 chapter of the Book of Jeremiah. In 

his lament, Job does not follow his wife’s advice. He does not curse God. In fact, he does not 

even question God except in the matter of his birth. Job wished fervently first, that he had never 

been born, and then that God would take his life and end his misery. 

 

Just one more quick thought and we will be finished today. Please note that the idea of an 

afterlife - a time for rewarding good and punishing evil - is not clearly present in this lament. In 

fact, it looks very much like Job, at least at this point in his spiritual journey, is thinking that 
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death ends it all and that both the wicked and the pious find ‘rest’ in death. We will come across 

a very different idea later in the book, but for now, just note that the full-blown doctrine of life 

after death - including the concept of heaven and hell - are progressively developed by the 

revelation of the Old and New Testaments and, as we might expect in one of the Bible’s oldest 

books, we will find at best only hints of those concepts in this book.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 81, DAY 5            JOB 4, 5 and 6 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Chapters 4-6 of the Book of Job and we 

began to encounter the “comforters” of Job and to listen in upon his interaction with them. 

 

Now, let me begin today by repeating what I said yesterday. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar were 

Job’s friends - they would not have sat silently and wept with him for 7 days if they weren’t. And 

their intentions were sterling! They came to comfort their suffering friend. If you already know 

the story, you will know in advance of our reading that they failed miserably in their stated goal. 

They did everything but comfort Job. They accused him of being a great sinner, of lying to them 

and to himself, in being in secret revolt against God. Their words were barbs, not balm. 

Everything they said sounded good, pious, and logical and much of what they said was even 

true! 

 

Take, for example, Eliphaz’s question in verse 17 of Chapter 4:  “Can a man be more righteous 

than God?  Can a man be more than his Maker?” (That question, by the way - or some form of it 

- will show up several times in this book - in 9:2, 15:4, 25:4 - it is a central theme).  The 

theological concept behind the question is just this - that all mortals are sinful and deserve the 

judgment of God.  As a general principle, I don’t have any problem with that, do you?  It’s just 

what Paul teaches in Romans 1-3!!  So - as we read what Job’s would-be “comforters” are saying 

(and if anyone ever calls you a “Job’s comforter”, you know that is not a good thing!)  We need 

to be careful because what they say often sounds very good and much of it is actually true!  It’s 

just not helpful!!  Instead of comforting their friend, they wound him.  

 

The problem is not so much with what they knew as with what they did not know.  They didn’t 

know (and neither did Job) what was going on in heaven between Satan and God.  In fact, there 

is nothing whatever in the Book of Job to suggest that God ever let Job know why this horrible 

suffering had to come upon him.  I really wish that at the very end of the book there was a 

chapter in which God “explained it all” to Job.  But there isn’t!!  And God did not feel the 

obligation to give Job an explanation.  I would be very glad if God would give me an explanation 

for every trial and tribulation that I have to face in life, but He doesn’t owe me that and if I had 

all of that information then I would not have to “live by faith”.  Well, I think you get the point, 

but before we move on to anything else, let’s realize that often enough we are called upon, as 

were Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, to sit and weep with our friends who are in heaviness because 

they are suffering.  When that happens, we can become “true comforters” or (potentially) “Job’s 

comforters”.  So we need to remind ourselves of 2 things:  (1) We don’t know everything; we 

cannot see from God’s perspective, so we do not know what is really happening, and (2) because 

we don’t know everything, it is okay not to have all the answers. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar 
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thought they had to figure out what was going on and explain it to their friend.  They did their 

best - they gave it a good shot - but their explanations were wrong, their words hurt more than 

they helped and their advice, though not always bad - (Eliphaz said, “Submit to God” - that 

wasn’t bad) - the advice just sounded hollow. 

 

So when we are called to comfort, sometimes we can only say, “I don’t understand either, but I 

care and I will just be here to love on you and cry with you. I do trust God - I just do not know 

what He is doing or how He is working - so I won’t try to guess. I will just be here for you!!” Let 

me tell you, as a pastor, it is very hard to do that, but sometimes it is the very best way to be a 

help and not a hindrance. By the way, men, there is a parallel here in our marriage relationships. 

Sometimes, in fact, nearly always, when I realize that my wife is sad or hurting in some way, my 

first reaction is, “I have to fix this” - “I need to give the answer” - “I need to make her pain go 

away”. Well, many times you can’t and that isn’t what she wants anyway. What she needs then, 

and what Job needed, is just someone to say, “I don’t have the answers; I can’t fix this but I care 

and I will stand with you.” 

 

Now, did you notice the big flaw in Eliphaz’s thinking? It is a very common one shared by a 

great many people then and now. In fact, some of the major religious systems in the world are 

based upon this idea. Eliphaz thought that all suffering was the direct result of some evil done by 

the person who was experiencing the suffering. The logic runs something like this: 

 

 Major premise: All suffering comes as a punishment for sin. 

 Minor premise: Job is suffering. 

 Conclusion: Therefore, Job has sinned. 

 

Do you remember reading with me the story of Paul’s shipwreck on the Island of Malta? It was 

in Acts 28. After their ship was wrecked in the storm, Paul and the others on board managed to 

get safely to shore in Malta. The islanders took pity on them and built a fire and a snake crawled 

out of the wood and bit Paul. The people of Malta immediately concluded that Paul (who was a 

prisoner) must be a very bad man - a murderer - because “though he escaped the sea, justice had 

not allowed him to live” (Acts 28:4). Bad things were happening to Paul, ergo (therefore) he 

must be being punished by God. 

 

That was the same kind of thinking that made the disciples ask Jesus, when they encountered a 

man who was blind from birth, “Who sinned - this man or his parents for him to be born blind? 

He is being punished.  Someone must have sinned.” And you will remember that Jesus used that 

very logic to confound the Pharisees when He healed the paralyzed man by saying, “Your sins 

are forgiven; Take up your bed and walk.” Since the Pharisees believed that all sickness was the 

direct result of sin and that healing could not happen unless the sin (that caused the sickness) had 

first been forgiven, when Jesus said, “Take up your bed and walk,” he was proving by their own 

admission (on the basis of their own faulty theology) that He had the authority to forgive sin. 

 

Now, hear me carefully, sometimes suffering does come as a direct result of sin in our lives. 

Remember the story of Achan in the Book of Joshua? And Ananias and Sapphira in Acts chapter 

5, and the communion warning in 1 Corinthians 11? But it is not always because of our sin that 

we suffer and that is where Eliphaz was wrong! Job’s friends ended up persecuting him instead 
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of comforting him, first because they did not have all the facts and second because they had a 

flawed “theology of suffering.” A lot of hurting people today are harmed by well-meaning 

“friends” in exactly the same way. 

 

The next thing I want you to notice is that one error often leads to another because the idea that 

all suffering is the direct result of a person’s sin leads directly to another equally false idea and 

that is the idea that you can judge a person’s character by the circumstances in which you find 

them. How many times have you been tempted to believe that most poor people are also lazy 

people? Now, it is certainly true that some poor people never get out of poverty because they 

have little desire to work hard and better themselves. But to conclude that any person whose 

circumstances we do not personally know is lazy just because they are poor is no more true or 

noble than thinking that everyone who has liver cancer brought it on themselves by a life of 

intemperate drinking. 

 

In the face of Eliphaz’s misguided attempt at correction and comfort, Job is more miserable than 

ever. In Chapter 6, he pours out his heart again, directing his remarks first to God, and then in the 

latter part of the chapter to Eliphaz as well. In the midst of his pain, Job still professes his 

innocence: “I had not denied the words of the Holy One.” He is not saying he has never sinned, 

but he is denying what Eliphaz was clearly suggesting, and that is Job must be hiding some 

terrible sin. ‘I’m not hiding anything!’ Job cries. ‘But God, just let me die now - my strength is 

gone and I am all out of hope.’ 

 

As we move ahead in the book, I want you to continue to notice what we have seen before in 

God’s interactions with David and Jeremiah and other “suffering servants”. They complain to 

God; they ask hard questions of God; they plead with Him and they are brutally honest about 

their discouragement, their pain, their difficulty in trusting Him, and every once in a while, their 

belief that He is treating them badly. God sometimes corrects their wrong thinking, challenges 

and stretches their view of who He is, but God never gets angry with a struggling follower for 

being honest and telling Him exactly what they think and feel! 

 

Sometimes, because I don’t want to cause you to stumble, or because I am afraid that you will 

lose respect for me, I do not tell you everything that I think and feel. I hide my fear or my hurt or 

my doubt. But when I am alone with God that is never an issue. With Him I can be, I must be, 

completely transparent. He knows it anyway! What an encouragement - to know that I can tell 

God whatever I am feeling and He will be patient and not get mad at me!! 

 

Just one last note - in verse 14 of Chapter 6, Job refers to God as “the Almighty” - “Shaddai” - 

we learned about that name from Abraham the Patriarch in Genesis 17 - and it will be Job’s 

favorite name for God. He uses it 30 more times in the book. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I’ll talk with you again next week. 

 


