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WEEK 80, DAY 1  KNOW THE WORD    REVELATION 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 80 of Know the Word!!  I can hardly believe 

that we have been together for 80 weeks, but that is the truth.  We have come into the home stretch, and 

the finish line is clearly in view.  After we have finished the Book of Revelation, we have only the Book 

of Hebrews left in the New Testament, which we will read in conjunction with the remaining portion of 

the Book of Leviticus, then the Old Testament books of Deuteronomy, Job and the remaining Psalms.  I 

cannot tell you how proud I am that you have come so far in your quest to “Know the Word.” 

 

Today we read chapters 3-6 of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to the Apostle John.  Chapter 3 concludes 

the first vision of the book.  In this vision, you will remember, we find Jesus walking among the seven 

churches of Asia Minor, delivering messages of both encouragement and warning to each of the churches.  

Last Friday, in the letters to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum and Thyatira, we noted the presence of both 

heresy and immorality in the early church, as well as a tendency toward complacency - even in the 

famous church at Ephesus - which underscores our continual need as Christians for revival. 

 

This morning, we read about the churches in Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.  Now I know that if you 

are filling out a chart on each of the common elements of the letters, you have already made one very 

important observation. 

 

The letters to the churches at Sardis and Laodicea are missing the commendation.  They have the other 

elements.  They have the description of Christ (each letter highlights one aspect of the Christ described at 

the beginning of John’s vision.)  They have the condemnation and the warning.  They have the promise to 

the overcomers.  But Sardis and Laodicea do not have commendations.  At least at Sardis, Christ has one 

positive thing to say when He notes that there are a few in the church who have not soiled their clothes 

and who will therefore “walk with ‘Christ’ in white.”  In Laodicea, there is absolutely nothing about 

which Christ can commend the church.  For those who believe that this is the church which represents the 

church at the time of Christ’s return, this is an alarming observation indeed. 

 

I would like this morning to specifically notice with you the promise made in each of the three letters to 

the overcomers.  To the Sardinians, Christ says:  “If you overcome, you will be dressed in white, your 

name will not be blotted out of the Book of Life.”  Do you remember reading the Last Supper Discourse in 

the Book of John?  There was a lot of emphasis there upon the absolute security of the one who comes to 

and believes in Christ.  Jesus says that he or she will be “kept” and that He (that is Christ) will lose none 

of those the Father has given Him.   But when I read the letter of 1 John - and again here in Revelation 3 - 

I find a different emphasis.  1 John insists that my actions match my claim to fellowship with God and 

here in Revelation there is an insistence that my actions be consistent with those of an ‘overcomer’ or else 

I could have my name “blotted out of the Book of Life.”  Now, is Christ saying something different in the 

Book of Revelation, than what he taught at the Last Supper?  I do not want this morning to completely 

answer this question - we will return to the subject and hopefully resolve it when we read the 6
th
 chapter 

of the Book of Hebrews.  For now, let me simply say that it is probably not adequate to say that we 

believe that it is possible to “lose” our salvation.  What we read in John seems to rule that out, while 1 

John and Revelation seem to eliminate the idea that is sometimes expressed as ‘once saved always saved’.   

The resolution, I believe, is to be found in this marvelous phrase which we will later explore:  “The 

perseverance of the saints.”  Remember that phrase; we will hear it again and again… 

 

Before we move to John’s second vision which begins in chapter 4, I want to notice with you that the 

great invitation of Revelation 3:20 that we so often use in the context of evangelistic presentations is not 

addressed in its Biblical context to unbelievers at all, but to Christians who are badly in need of 

repentance and renewal.  It is not necessarily wrong to use this verse in talking to non-believers because it 
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is certainly true that Christ is waiting to respond to anyone who calls upon Him, but this is primarily a call 

to Christians to repent. 

 

Now I am sure that you noted the crucial phrase, “I was in the Spirit”, at the beginning of chapter 4: 

“After this I looked and before me was a door standing open in heaven.  And the voice I had first heard 

speaking to me said, ‘Come up here and I will show you what must take place after this.’”  This is the 

second vision of John. 

 

At the risk of completely confusing some of you, I need to add three more big words to our eschatological 

vocabulary:  pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, and post-tribulation.  These words define the three major 

types of pre-millennial thought.  Pre-millennialists, remember, believe that Christ will return to earth 

before the establishment of an earthly kingdom over which Christ will reign for 1,000 years before Satan 

is loosed and there is one last conflict before the final judgment.  Among pre-millennial believers, some 

believe that Christ will return secretly to rapture His church, that is, take all Christians to heaven with 

Him immediately before a 7-year tribulation during which, without the restraining influences of the Holy 

Spirit and the church, evil will run rampant upon the earth.  This period of tribulation will conclude with 

the return of Christ with His church to establish His millennial kingdom.  This is the pre-tribulation view.  

They look not just for a second coming, but for a second (secret) coming and a third (public) coming as 

well! In this view, the church is delivered from the terrible persecution that will characterize the 

tribulation.  When examining the Bible for evidence that would support this view, the pre-tribulationists 

point to Revelation chapter 4 - to the words I have just read - and see God’s invitation to John to “come 

up here” as the point at which the secret rapture of the church takes place.  If you do opt for a pre-

tribulational rapture view - an extremely popular view in many quarters of the evangelical church, and a 

view espoused by such popular authors as Hal Lindsay and John Walvoord, a professor at Dallas 

Theological Seminary - you will find no direct support in the Book of Revelation for your position.   

 

The setting of the second vision is the Throne Room of heaven itself, and the scene is awe-inspiring.  You 

may remember that when we read the Book of Ezekiel, I said that his vision, recorded in chapter 1, bears 

some very strong resemblances to the one here in Revelation chapter 4.   

 

The living creatures of Revelation chapter 4 are very similar to the cherubim of Ezekiel’s vision and the 

language used to describe the “scenery” of heaven are also very similar. 

 

The really “riveting” thing about these chapters, however, is the focus which it places upon the grand and 

central activity of heaven:  worship.  The twenty-four elders (who, by the way, are never identified - but 

the #24 ties the Old Testament Israel twelve tribes together with the New Testament church - twelve 

apostles) - the twenty-four elders are worshipping God.  The four living creatures are worshipping God.  

They are seen by John to be encircling the Lamb of God who us in the center of the scene.  He is 

deserving of all worship.  In ever widening concentric circles around the creatures and elders, there are 

angels numbering thousands upon thousands and 10,000 times 10,000.  They are worshipping.  In the 

next rank is every creature in heaven, on earth and under the earth.  They are also singing. 

 

If I started singing today,  I would turn the recording into a praise album (probably a praise album for the 

vocally impaired, but a praise album, nonetheless) because a myriad of hymns and worship songs from 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” to “Thou Art Worthy” are all rooted in Revelation chapters 4 and 5.  Mark down 

Revelation chapter 5 on your list of ‘great chapters of the Bible’.  It is on my list because it reminds me 

more than anything else of how important worship is - it is the only activity that presently engages my 

attention that will still be important to me in eternity.  I won’t be teaching there.  I won’t be preaching 

there.  I won’t be evangelizing there.  I won’t be making Know the Word recordings there.  But I will be 

worshipping!!  It also reminds me that the only real motivation that will stand for eternity is the desire to 
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give God and the Lord Jesus Christ all of the honor, all of the glory, and all of the worship that they so 

richly deserve. 

 

Now the scene is set and the action begins.  The Lamb of God opens the scroll by breaking each of its 

seven seals.  You will want to make a chart for yourself comparing the seals with the trumpets and the 

bowls which will follow.  We will see some striking correspondences which will raise the possibility that 

each of those series of seven is viewing the very same time span from a different perspective.  (That, by 

the way, is called the ‘recapitulating’ view.)  The alternative is to believe that there is a sequential 

arrangement.  The seals come first, followed by the trumpets, which in turn are followed by the bowls.  I 

know that I am “dumping” a great deal upon you right now, but just learning what the major questions are 

will go far in helping you cope with the mysteries of this great book. 

 

Remember, the apocalyptic language of the Book of Revelation is rooted in the Old Testament.  We have 

seen the imagery of the four horsemen before.  We met them in the Book of Zechariah.  There are all 

kinds of theories with regard to the identity of each figure which appears in the Book of Revelation.  To 

even mention a fraction of them would take more time and energy than you and I collectively possess.  

But notice just two plain things with me here:  

 

#1: The series of seals ends with the 6
th
 seal which clearly describes the second coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  There will be a 7
th
 seal tomorrow but there is an interlude first and the 7

th
 seal might surprise you.  

It is the 6
th
 seal that clearly describes the second coming in terms borrowed from Jesus’ words in the 

Olivet Discourse. 

 

#2: Note this.  Those who have been martyred for their faith in Christ have an honored place right now 

with Christ in heaven.  And friends, they will be avenged - at the proper time. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 80, DAY 2       REVELATION 7, 8, 9 and 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Revelation 7-10.  We finished reading about the 7
th
 

seal and encountered a second series of seven.  This one involves trumpets.  Now, before we move any 

further this morning, I want to remind you that we are still in the second vision of the Book of Revelation.  

Each vision is a literary unit which stands by itself and must be carefully interpreted with the clear 

understanding that what we discover in one vision will not necessarily apply to the others.  Let me give 

you an example of what I mean.  Yesterday I introduced you to the concept of ‘recapitulation’.  Many 

people (and as you will see, I am among them) believe that the seals, trumpets and bowls of the second 

vision are in fact three different views of the same set of events.  That, however, does not mean that the 

first and third views are covering the same period or events.  The visions stand by themselves as literary 

and interpretive units. 

 

Now that I have tipped my hand regarding the seals, trumpets, and bowls, I want to tell you that there are 

two other ways of seeing these three series.  The second way is to view the series as consecutive.  First 

come the seven seals, then come the seven trumpets, and finally the bowls, which bring us right to the 

return of Christ to judge the earth.   

 

The third way to way to view these three series is to see them as overlapping, so that we have a long 

period which is covered by the seals, which takes us from a starting point that is either right from the 

beginning of the church age or perhaps from the beginning of the end times right to the return of Christ.  

Then comes a second series which does not go back to the beginning but rather only part way, back to the 

beginning of the Great Tribulation, but still takes us right up to the coming of Christ.  Finally come the 
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bowls which only go back a little way, but also carry through to the end.  Are you still with me?  Good.  

Let’s go on. 

 

Okay.  Now between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 seals, right at the point at which our reading begins today, there is an 

interlude.  Remember that, because we see the very same thing happening in chapter 10 after the 6
th
 

trumpet.  The interlude between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 trumpets involves the sealing of God’s people - the 

144,000.  Don’t get hung up on who they are - they are the saints.  144,000 is 12x12x1,000 - it’s a 

symbolic, not a literal, number.  The idea of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and others that 144,000 is the total 

number of people who will be in heaven, or of some dispensationalists that it is Jews who will be saved 

during a literal 7-year tribulation are ill-founded.  Whenever 12 and 12, or 12x12 are mentioned, you can 

pretty well conclude that the church of the Old Testament and of the New Testament are in view.  Again, 

the imagery is lifted straight from the Book of Ezekiel.  And in both Ezekiel and Revelation the ones 

marked by the angels are spared from the judgments of God that are about to be poured out upon the 

earth. 

 

The list of the twelve tribes found in chapter 7 is different from all other such lists.  Usually in Scripture, 

if the tribe of Joseph is mentioned, it is so that Levi - the tribe that got no land allotments - is going to 

appear.  When Ephraim and Manasseh (the tribes that descended from Joseph) are mentioned, then Levi is 

left out.  Such lists usually relate to land allotments.  But here, in Revelation 7, we see Joseph and Levi - 

so far so good - but Manasseh is here, too (though Ephraim is missing as one would expect).  But that 

should make for 13 tribes.  Count them through and there are only 12.  Did you figure out who is 

missing?  It is the tribe of Dan.  Some commentators think that is because of Dan’s idolatry in Judges 18 

and others tie it to an old tradition that the antichrist would be from the tribe of Dan.  I can’t solve the 

puzzle for you, but it is one more reason to be very careful about insisting that the Book of Revelation 

ought to be read absolutely literally - like a recipe book.   

 

The ‘144,000’ are the saints on the earth during the Great Tribulation which John sees coming at the end 

of the age.  At the same time we are also given a glimpse of the church in heaven - a multitude that no one 

can number from every tribe and tongue and language and nation.  They have come out of tribulation and  

- quite consistent with the picture we saw of heaven yesterday - they “are by the throne of God and they 

serve Him night and day.”  The description of heaven at the end of Chapter 7 is very similar to the one we 

will find at the very end of this book. 

 

The 7
th
 seal is opened and there is a half hour of silence.  Again, I don’t pretend that I have this all figured 

out, but perhaps the silence comes because the 6
th
 seal, about which we read yesterday, did in fact refer to 

the second coming right at the end of the present age.  The silence is a break before we start another 

sequence covering all or part of the same period again. 

 

The seals put the focus on the persecution of the saints.  The trumpets place the focus upon God’s 

judgment of the ones who do the persecuting. 

 

Just as we saw yesterday with the seals, the trumpets are divided into two groups of four and three 

respectively.  The first four trumpets bring physical judgment upon the enemies of God.  These judgments 

are neither final nor total.  They have the character of warnings - that is, of course, what trumpets do - 

they warn.  But even after six trumpets of warning and judgment, we are told at the end of chapter 9, the 

rest of mankind who were not killed by the plagues “still did not repent of the work of their hands, they 

did not stop worshipping demons and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood - idols that cannot see, 

hear, or walk.  Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their 

thefts.”  I want you to notice that right up to the very end of time, God’s judgments will still have 

repentance as their goal, but the enemies of God will not be moved. 
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The last thee trumpets involve the unleashing of demonic forces to bring spiritual judgment upon the 

wicked.  God used some very godless instruments like Assyria and Babylon as His instruments of 

judgment.  They were evil.  What they did was evil.  But God used them to accomplish His ends and 

purposes.  They were His instruments. 

 

You will remember that God sent the evil spirits to afflict King Saul.  Even demons are subservient to 

God and can be compelled by Him to do His will.  That is precisely what is happening in the last three 

trumpets.  What a tremendous comfort to God’s afflicted people - to know that even the forces of evil will 

be used by the sovereign God to accomplish His will and purpose in the earth. 

 

The “king” of these demonic forces is Abbadon or Apollyon - ‘Destroyer.’  That is Satan.  At the end of 

the age, God is going to judge His enemies by means of physical and demonic forces. 

 

In Chapter 10, there is still another link to the Book of Ezekiel.  Do you remember early in Ezekiel’s book 

that he was told to eat a scroll which was sweet as honey in his mouth?  Well, here, the same thing 

happens to the Apostle John.  Like the Old Testament prophet before him, John’s prophetic role and 

message was confirmed by the experience.  Once again, this is the first of two accompanying intervals 

between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 in the sequence of trumpets. 

 

Did you take note of the fact that the trumpets were introduced by the observation that one of the angels 

in heaven stood at the altar offering incense to accompany the prayer of the saints?  It is the prayers of the 

saints that trigger the movement of God to judge their persecutors.  Friend, what an encouragement this 

passage is to persecuted Christians everywhere.  God does know what is going on.  He does see and He 

will avenge His saints.  The church today holds special concerts of prayer to remember the plight of 

persecuted saints across our world.  It is hard for us to see the kinds of things that are being perpetrated, 

even as we speak, against our brothers and sisters in Christ.  If it is hard for us to see it, how much harder 

for them to endure it!  And what a comfort to know that God is aware and will move at the appropriate 

time to judge the enemies of Christ’s people. 

 

The chapters we read today mentioned a “Great Tribulation”.  Many Christians believe that the Great 

Tribulation will last for exactly seven years.  We will see the verses that form the basis for that belief.  

They believe that during that 7-year time the Antichrist will reveal himself and offer blasphemous 

sacrifices on the altar in Jerusalem.  (There would also need to be a rebuilt Temple for this to happen - 

hence the incredible interest in the building project going on in Jerusalem today.)  I believe that all of 

these expectations could quite easily come true.  But I am not sure that it has to be that way. 

 

It is very clear to me, from Jesus’ instructions to His disciples, from the Olivet Discourse, from the Book 

of Acts and from the Epistles of both Peter and Paul, that persecution and tribulation are not simply 

reserved for Christians in one 7-year end time period.  In fact, he said all who live godly lives in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution.  From the time of His own crucifixion onward, the persecution was never 

far away.  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is one of those saints beneath the altar and he has been 

joined by a myriad of others.  Their numbers are getting larger all the time.  In fact, more died for their 

faith in Christ in the 20
th
 century than in the previous nineteen centuries combined! But still, according to 

the dispensational thinkers, the “Great Tribulation” has not yet been. 

 

The Apostle John, in his first epistle which we read last week, insisted that, at the time he was writing, the 

last days had already begun and the spirit of antichrist was already abroad in the world.  Could it be that 

the Great Tribulation will last for the entire church age? - That the seals and the trumpets and the bowls 

all span the same period from the death and resurrection of Christ until His return in glory?  The a-

millennialists assure us that this is so, but you do not have to be an a-millennialist to hold that view. 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 80, DAY 3       REVELATION 11, 12 and 13 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Revelation chapters 11-13 and have ventured 

further into the mysterious book that speaks about the end times.  There is much here that we will not 

understand, but I am equally certain that our reading and study of the book this week will greatly enrich 

our lives as Christians who understand enough to walk confidently and expectantly into the future 

because we know who holds the future. 

 

Remember now, we are still in the second vision which dominates the bulk of the book.  We have worked 

through the seals and the first 6 trumpets.  Today we encountered the second interlude between the 6
th
 and 

7
th
 trumpets - the same pattern we discovered with the seals - then the 7

th
 trumpet, and then in chapters 12 

and 13 we were introduced to a very important cast of characters: the dragon, the woman, the man-child 

and the two beasts - one from the sea and one from the earth. 

 

Come with me now and let’s see what we can learn.  The second interlude between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 

trumpets is again reminiscent of the Book of Ezekiel.  You will remember that when we studied the book 

of that great Old Testament prophet I told you how much of the Book of Revelation was dependent upon 

it - well, it’s true, isn’t it?!  I am sure that the Apostle John, who would have been very familiar with his 

Old Testament counterpart, would not have failed to make the connections and I would imagine that he 

took some comfort from the fact that despite the strangeness of his experience and visions, he was not the 

first person to ever see some of these things.  Ezekiel before him had seen some of the very same things.  

Having never had a vision myself, I cannot be sure of this, but it would seem to me that when the 

experience was over and the inevitable question: “Was that just a wild dream or did it really happen?” set 

in, it would be somewhat comforting to know that someone else before you had experienced very much 

the same thing! 

 

Well, like Ezekiel of old, John finds himself included in a measuring experience.  He is given a rod to 

measure the Temple of God and the altar - the sanctuary - but not the outer court which will be profaned 

by the Gentiles for 42 months (that is 3 ½ years).  The number of 1260 days, which equals 42 30-day 

months, is also mentioned.  That is the length of the ministry of the mysterious two witnesses who will 

speak for God before they are killed by the beast from hell (John calls it the abyss), in the city of 

Jerusalem - the city where the Lord was crucified.  They will be denied burial but after 3 ½ days, during 

which God’s enemies will have a great celebration, they will rise and ascend to heaven. 

 

We are now so deeply in “the forest” of the Book of Revelation that we are in imminent danger of getting 

lost because the trees are so many, so large, so close together and so unfamiliar to us.  Remember that for 

now, on our first walk through the forest together, it is not imperative that we classify every tree.  We are 

going to look for a few landmarks that we can identify. 

 

One of these landmarks is the 7
th
 trumpet.  A trumpet sounds and loud voices from heaven say, “The 

kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ and He shall reign forever 

and ever.”  That phrase - which G.F.  Handel set to music in the Hallelujah Chorus - brings us (as did the 

6
th
 seal), right up to the end - to the moment of Christ’s triumphant return to earth in His resplendent 

glory.  The seals and the trumpets both end with the second coming! 

 

The other landmark is in Chapter 12 and that is the identification of the man-child with Jesus Christ 

Himself.  The “male child” who will rule all nations with an iron scepter, and who the dragon sought to 

devour, but who was caught up to God and to His throne, leaving the woman behind to be protected from 

the dragon, cannot be any other than Jesus Christ.  In my view, that identification is positive.  The picture 

in Chapter 12 of the war waged by the dragon (who is Satan) and the two beasts against the woman who 



7 
 

is protected in the wilderness, is the war against the church, which lasts for a period of 1260 days, which 

is 42 months or 3 ½ years - a time, times (plural) and ½ a time. 

 

What may be happening here (and there are many Bible scholars who affirm this) is that John is 

describing in a general way the whole church age which will be a tribulation - a war in which Satan will 

do everything he can to destroy the church - and at the same time, be pointing us toward a literal 3 ½ year 

time at the end of history when all that is happening right along is concentrated, focused and brought to 

pass on a much more intense plane during a “Great Tribulation.” 

 

It would, however, in my judgment, be a mistake to read the chapter about the measuring of the Temple 

and believe that therefore a literally rebuilt Temple with a fully operational sacrificial system is necessary 

before Christ returns.  The measuring of the Temple in Ezekiel was symbolic, and so I believe it is in 

Revelation 11 as well.  The measuring, I believe, is a symbolic way of assuring believers, who are the 

Temple of God, that they will be protected throughout the period of God’s judgment upon the 

unbelievers.  I am very well aware that many of you will have been taught something very different about 

this passage, but I would simply ask you to keep an open mind.  If, at some point in time, the Temple at 

Jerusalem is rebuilt and a sacrificial system is reinstated which is perverted by an anti-Christ 3 ½ years 

after its institution, I will willingly stand corrected and appropriately amend my views on the literalness 

of the image. 

 

On the other hand, I am inclined to accept the idea that the two witnesses are literal men who will rise up 

to preach boldly at the end of the age.  I am not quite ready, as some are, to insist that I know their 

identity - Elijah and Moses, or Elijah and Enoch perhaps - the two Old Testament saints who were 

prophets and who were translated without seeing death.  This is what you must not miss in all of the 

speculation and confusion that surrounds the Book of Revelation in general and the chapters that we read 

today in particular:  This is what John the Revelator wanted his readers to clearly understand and grasp - 

the outcome of this great battle is not in question.   

 

Fact #1: There is a great war being waged between God and the dragon, who is Satan.  Satan’s avowed 

intention is to destroy the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

Fact #2: In the midst of this battle, the saints of the Lord will be attacked and persecuted by the enemies 

of God who are very strong and who have real power.  Many Christians will even die in this battle.   

 

Fact #3: The outcome is not in question at all.  The dragon has been cast from heaven, that is why he 

rages upon the earth.  The church will be protected and will emerge victorious when Christ returns as 

judge.   

 

Fact #4: While this battle has been in progress since the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is going 

to greatly intensify in the time immediately before Christ’s return. 

 

Fact #5: During this period intensification, as indeed through the whole church age, there will be 2 things 

happening at the same time.  Satan and his followers will be persecuting the church and God will be 

judging the persecutors.   

 

Fact #6: No matter what anyone says, it is not clear how much of John’s end time vision is to be 

interpreted literally and how much is to be interpreted figuratively.  In point of fact, we will have 

opportunity to sort that part out as it happens.  Our job is to keep our eyes on the goal - the return of our 

Lord - and to be faithful, even unto death, until He comes! 
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Now there are 2 more things I want to be sure we talk about this morning.  First, I want to note (I am sure 

you already have) that in this part of the vision John has moved from Ezekiel into Daniel for the source of 

his images.  The 42-month time frame comes from Daniel and of course, the imagery of the 2 beasts 

comes from the visions that Daniel was given of end time events.   

 

Many Christians, as you probably know, are expecting a revitalized Roman Empire perhaps built around 

10 European nations in the Common Market.  It is from the European Union that they expect the 

Antichrist to emerge to persecute Christ’s church and the Jewish people in a 7-year tribulation period.  

That idea, which of course is tied to these chapters of Revelation, is rooted in the Book of Daniel where 

successive world empires are identified and a Roman Empire phase is quite evident.  If you do know 

about the Book of Daniel, you will not be able to fully grasp why they say what they do.   

 

Finally, I want to mention that Satan is a great counterfeiter.  That we already know, but look how much 

that is evident here.  There are 3 figures - the dragon and 2 beasts - an unholy trinity, if you will.   The 

third beast (the unholy spirit?) directs worship toward the second beast who was wounded but who yet 

lives.  The beast performs supernatural miracles.  Remember that miracles do prove supernatural power, 

but do not necessarily identify which power.  And, just as in Ezekiel and Revelation God sent angels to 

mark His people, so there is a mark of the beast, the number 666.  Ingenious scholars have found ways to 

convert the names of Nero, Hitler, Stalin, and even Kissinger to the number 666.  I am very sure there will 

be others just as clever to produce new candidates.  I am not so clever, so I will be silent on the identity of 

the beast.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow 

 

WEEK 80, DAY 4                REVELATION 14, 15 and 16 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Revelation chapters 14-16 and have come to the end 

of the second vision which dominates the major part of this apocalyptic book.  If you were expecting to 

emerge from our study of Revelation with a nice, neatly packaged view of the book than I am sure you 

are already a bit disappointed.  But if you will focus upon the new insights you have gained and attempt 

to take a “big picture” view, I am sure that you are being thrilled, stirred, challenged and alarmed by what 

is before us in these days.  The second vision is dominated by 3 series of sevens - the seals, the trumpets 

and the bowls.  Some commentators also find an additional series of 7 people: the dragon, the woman, the 

man-child, the 2 beasts, Michael, and the Lamb.  Between the trumpets and the bowls there are some 

interludes - the sealing of the 144,000 on earth, and the white-robed multitude in heaven, the eating of the 

scroll, and the measuring of the Temple.   

 

Yesterday the focus of our attention was drawn toward the dragon and the 2 beasts aligned with him.  

This morning, we were transfixed by the sight of the Lamb standing on Mount Zion with 144,000 and the 

thunderous music of a new song which could only be sung by them.  This 144,000 is the same group that 

we met in Chapter 7 and I am comfortable with the view that they represent all the redeemed:  12 for the 

Old Testament tribes times 12 for the New Testament apostles multiplied by 1,000 for good measure.  

Some Bible students think that 144, 000 are only the martyrs but that interpretation is not demanded by 

the text and the description of their celibacy is in all probability not a reference to physical chastity but to 

spiritual purity.  This passage is used by some to promote chastity as a way of life that is somehow more 

spiritual than the married state, but I think they are misinterpreting this passage.  Let me read you what 

George Ladd says in his Commentary on the Revelation of St.  John: “Scripture nowhere looks upon 

sexual relations as such as being sinful or involving defilement.  Sexual relations are without exception 

viewed as an important element in human relationships.  In fact, they are a gift of God.  Chastity, or the 

avoidance of sexual defilement, always stands in contrast to illicit sexual relations.  In the New 

Testament, marriage is a state to be commended, and sex relations are an essential part of marriage  
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(1 Corinthians 7:4ff.).  Paul does indeed assert that Christian ministers can often carry out their 

responsibilities more effectively in the unmarried state (1 Corinthians 7:32-34), but this is not because sex 

is viewed as something defiling but only because the family relationship can be burdensome.” 

 

“The word chaste (or virgins) can refer to the spiritual conditions, not only to physical relations.  Ignatius 

salutes his brethren “with their wives and children and the maidens who are called widows”.  Socially 

these women had been married and were now widows, but spiritually they were virgins.  Paul uses the 

word of the married state “I betrothed you to Christ to present you as a pure bride to her one husband”     

(2 Corinthians 11:2).  This interpretation is supported by the fact that John, on several occasions, speaks 

of the idolatrous worship of the beast as porneia - fornication.  This idea has an extensive background in 

the Old Testament where apostasy from Israel’s God to worship the gods of the Canaanites is constantly 

described as adultery.  We conclude therefore, that the 144,000 are virgins and undefiled in the sense that 

they have refused to defile themselves by participating in the fornication of worshipping the beast and 

have kept themselves pure into God.” (Ladd, p.  191) 

 

The twin themes of persecution of God’s saints and judgment upon their enemies permeate the whole of 

the second vision.  But the theme of judgment is more prominent in the chapter that we read today, just as 

the theme of persecution dominated the earlier part of the vision.  Throughout these 3 chapters we are told 

over and over again that God is actively judging the wicked.  Both themes, persecution and judgment 

appear together throughout this book but there can be no doubt that the emphasis changes from the first to 

the second in today’s reading.   

 

The Bible students who hold to the mid-tribulational view see this as a very important distinction.  God, 

they remind us, never promised that Christians would be exempt from persecution.  Quite to the contrary, 

the New Testament says that all who live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  The Scripture 

does, however, promise that Christians will not face judgment or the wrath of God.  Since the focus 

changed from trial and persecution to wrath and judgment in the middle of the tribulation, then it might be 

reasonable to look at that point for the rapture of the church (if you are inclined to look for a secret 

coming apart from His coming as judge).  In the middle of chapter 14 John reports that an angel is told to 

swing his sickle and to reap, to harvest, the earth.  The mid-tribulational view, like the pre-tribulational 

view, uses a rather obscure phrase to mark the point of the church’s departure into heaven.  It may be 

clear to you by now that I personally do not incline to either of those views simple because I cannot 

clearly see from the Book of Revelation where the key events to these scenarios would occur.   

 

Having said that, I need to affirm that the mid-tribulational school is absolutely right about insisting (as 

do the pre-tribulationists) that God’s judgment will never be poured out upon His saints.  That is why 

there was an ark in the days of Noah and that is why Goshen was protected from the plagues that fell 

upon Egypt and that is why the saints of God are sealed and His Temple is measured in the Book of 

Revelation.  As we approach the end of this period that John has called the Great Tribulation there is 

evidence of God’s wrath everywhere we look.   

 

The first angel of Chapter 14 is crying:  “Fear God and give Him glory because the hour of His judgment 

has come.”  The second angel is specifically announcing the fall of Babylon (we’ll talk about that 

identification in a moment).  The third angel warns that anyone who receives the mark of the beast will 

“drink of the wine of God’s fury which has poured full strength into the cup of His wrath.  He will be 

tormented with burning sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb and the smoke of their 

torment rises forever and ever.”  By the way, just in case you encounter one of those people who do not 

believe that a loving God would ever send anyone to hell, these chapters of Revelation constitute a 

powerful antidote to that way of thinking.  God is never cruel, but He is both holy and just and His holy 

wrath is a reality just as certain as His holy love.   
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There are 2 angels with sickles and while the first may be harvesting the righteous, the second is 

harvesting the wicked into the great winepress of God’s wrath.  John says, “And blood flowed out of the 

winepress rising as high as a horse’s bridle for a distance of 1,600 stadia” - that is about 180 miles.  This 

chapter is the source of that phrase “the grapes of wrath”.   

 

Then there are 7 angels with 7 plagues.  The grapes of wrath are followed by the plagues of wrath.  These 

plagues are the contents of the 7 bowls of wrath.  The first plague puts terrible sores on everyone bearing 

the mark of the beast.  The second turns the sea to blood and kills every living thing in the sea.  The third 

does the same to the fresh water.  Fourth, the sun’s power is intensified so that it scorches people with 

fire.  Did you notice that it says that after the 4
th
 and 5

th
 bowls that they refused to repent?  The 5

th
 bowl 

plunges the kingdom of the beast into darkness.  We would have to be blind not to notice the parallels 

here to what God did when He inflicted the plagues upon Egypt at the time of the exodus.  Yet again, we 

are finding the images, language, and concepts of the apocalypse to be firmly rooted in the soil of the Old 

Testament.  Just to be sure we make the connection, the song that the redeemed in heaven are singing as 

the angels come forth to pour out these bowls of wrath is the same song that Moses taught Israel to sing 

after the Red Sea!  Now think of the relevance this had to John’s original audience - the first century 

Christians called upon to endure the horrible persecutions of the Roman Empire.  They are pointed back 

to the past and they see Israel persecuted terribly by Pharaoh crying “Oh, God, where are you?”  Then 

come the judgments against Egypt and deliverance and victory!  Then John says, ‘Look forward to the 

very end of time.  There will be terrible persecution.  But then God’s judgment will fall upon the 

persecutors and the church will be delivered.’  So the experience of God’s saints before you is the same as 

yours and the experience of God’s saints after you will be the same.  And the point for the first century 

Christians?  Well John editorializes in Chapter 14:12 just as we saw yesterday in Chapter 13:10.  He says, 

“This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commands and remain faithful 

to Jesus…they will rest from their labor for their deeds do follow them.” 

 

Our time is running out, but did you notice that the 6
th
 and 7

th
 bowls bring us to Armageddon and then to 

the end, to the cataclysmic events in nature that come at the end of the age as described by Jesus in the 

Olivet Discourse? T his is the conclusion of the second vision.  The 6
th
 seal, the 7

th
 trumpet and the 7

th
 

bowl all bring us to the same terminus - the day when Christ returns to planet earth as the judge of all the 

earth.  When we began our study of Revelation, I said that it would be important for us to find some clear 

and undisputable anchors.  Here is one: the 6
th
 seal, the 7

th
 trumpet and the 7

th
 bowl are all referring to 

same event - the second coming of Christ at the very end of the age.  Here endeth the second vision. 

 

This is pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 80, DAY 5       REVELATION 17, 18 and 19 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Revelation chapters 17-19.  If I were a choir, we 

would be singing the Hallelujah Chorus again this morning, but lacking the ability to sing 8 parts at once 

and to supply an adequate orchestral accompaniment, I will substitute a favorite chorus instead.  (Sing - 

Hallelujah for the Lord the Almighty reigns…let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory unto 

Him…hallelujah, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.) 

 

I am very certain that you saw the clue at the beginning of Chapter 17 alerting us to the fact that we are 

entering a third vision of the Book of Revelation:  “Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a 

desert…”  That is the signal that we are into a new section of the book and the subject upon which we are 

focusing here is the final judgment of Babylon, the great harlot, at the Battle of Armageddon which 

concludes with the return of Christ and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 
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Yesterday, we noted the mention of Babylon.  It would be useful for us now to stop and identify Babylon.  

Here are the most obvious options:  

 

1. Babylon means Babylon.  The Old Testament city which had been such a bastion of opposition to 

godliness and righteousness in the Old Testament will make a great comeback and be a player on 

the scene at the time of Christ’s return in its old familiar role as a God-hater and persecutor of 

righteousness.  In favor of that view is the fact that the prostitute of 17:1 is said to “sit on many 

waters”.  The ancient city of Babylon was situated atop a series of canals.  Against it, of course, is 

the prophecy of Isaiah saying that Babylon will be destroyed and will never again be inhabited.  It 

was destroyed, and to date, despite the avowed intentions of Saddam Hussein, it hasn’t been 

rebuilt.   

 

2. The second possible identification and certainly the one most popular with the first century 

readers of this book, is Rome.  “The seven heads”, John says, “are seven hills on which the 

woman sits”.  Well, every student of history knows that the city of Rome is built upon 7 hills, and 

since Rome in 90AD was the capital city of a godless empire which persecuted the church, acted 

as the economic center of the world, and seemed to indulge in and enjoy virtually every kind of 

immorality, I am satisfied that the original readers would have looked no further for a solution to 

John’s mystery.    

 

3. Most modern commentators, however, would say that Babylon in Old Testament times and Rome 

in New Testament times were the personification of greed, violence, and wickedness and that 

John is simply pointing to an end time empire that embodies all of the wickedness and self-

centeredness and blasphemy that its predecessors represented.  The degree to which the economic 

motive seems to be driving this godless and anti-Christian civilization that will be destroyed at 

the coming of Christ is a little scary for me as I look around at our own society and ask the simple 

question: “What makes our culture run?”  The answer of course is greed and in Revelation 

Chapter 18 it is precisely that kind of society that Christ comes to destroy! 

 

The vision of Christ in Chapter 19 is awesome, terrifying, and triumphant.  May I read it again for you? “I 

saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse whose rider is called Faithful and True.  

With justice He judges and makes war.  His eyes are like blazing fire and on His head are many crowns.  

He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in 

blood and His name is The Word of God.  The armies of heaven were following Him riding on white 

horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 

strike down the nations.  He will rule them with an iron scepter.  He treads the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God Almighty.  On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords.” (Revelation 19:11-16)  What a contrast!  At His first coming Christ was born in obscurity and 

lived in humility.  He rode into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey not demanding but inviting men and 

women to come to Him.  How different it will be the next time! 

 

Did you notice the description of the beast in Chapter 17?  “The beast which you saw, once was, now is 

not, and will come up out of the abyss and go to his destruction.” Once again this morning we are 

confronted with the fact that Satan, in his continual attempt to supplant God actually tries to imitate or 

counterfeit nearly everything God does.  If there is a holy Trinity then Satan will put together an unholy 

one.  If Jesus Christ is the one who was, and who is, and who is to come, then the devil will invent one 

who once was, now is not, and will come up out of the abyss.  If there is a godly City of Zion then there 

will be an ungodly City of Babylon.  If Christ does miracles then so will the Antichrist and false prophets.  

The purpose of the dragon, the beasts, the Antichrist, the false prophets, the harlot, the 10 kings - is 

always, all through history, the same.  It is to make war upon the saints and, if possible, to defeat the 

kingdom of God.  But hear this and hear it well - the central truth of the Book of Revelation and of the 
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entire Bible is summarized very neatly for us in Chapter 17 verses 13 and 14:  “They have one purpose 

and will give their power and authority to the beast.  They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb 

will overcome them because He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings - and with Him will be His called, 

chosen and faithful followers.” 

 

Friends, how could we ever put it more simply than that?  There is an old gospel song with a title that 

goes something like this, “I read the last chapter  - we win.”  That is what the suffering saints of the first 

century needed to know and that is what you and I need to know.  And with that knowledge, we can 

afford to be patient and to endure all things because when the smoke clears at the end of the battle there 

will be a rider on a white horse whose name is King of Kings and Lord of Lords and we will be standing 

with Him. 

 

And then there will be this marvelous invitation to a wedding feast - the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  

And we will be among the invited because the church, the body of which we are a part, is the bride and 

Jesus Christ is the groom. 

 

Some of the language of Chapter 19 is once again borrowed from the Book of Ezekiel and from the great 

end times battle passage in which the birds of prey are called upon to feast on the remains of the army 

which had attempted to oppose and destroy the people of God.  The conclusion of this Battle of 

Armageddon comes quickly and decisively immediately after the arrival of the rider on the white horse 

before whom no created being can stand and John says:  “The beast was captured and with him the false 

prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf…the 2 of them were thrown alive into the 

fiery lake of burning sulphur.” 

 

Tomorrow we will discover that even this is not the complete end to their mischief and evil.  But we will 

take that up in Chapter 20.   

 

Now, think that I have covered all of the main points that I wanted us to notice.  There are details of 

course, which could tantalize us into hours of interesting but not entirely fruitful study.  For example, the 

attempt to identify the 7 kings of Chapter17.  Five of them have fallen already when John writes.  Of the 2 

remaining, one is and the other will come later and must remain for a little while.  A lot of ink has been 

spilled in the attempt to solve that mystery.  The 7
th
 king is probably the Antichrist.  But what about the 

beast who “once was, and now is not” who belongs to the seven?  A much more detailed study of the 

Book of Revelation than we have the time or ability to make for the moment would be necessary to even 

open that basket and look inside, but if you are especially interested today you might try digging a bit 

deeper into this question by consulting some commentaries to see what they have to say about this 

subject.   

 

As we close this morning I need to remind you that there is just a little more to the third vision.  On 

Monday, as we finish the Book of Revelation we will draw our observations on vision 3 to a close and 

study the last vision - the vision of the new heaven and the new earth.  We will revisit the question of 

millennialism and I will show you why I am firmly in the pre-millennial camp. 

 

You may remember that when we started reading Revelation I said there were preterists, people who 

think everything here related only to first century Christians.  I think they are wrong.  I also talked about 

futurists, people who believe that all, or at least most of Revelation, deals with future events only - the 

things that happen at the very end during the tribulation.  I think they are wrong as well, even though 

there is much in Revelation that does relate only to the end. 

 

The historicist view, which sees the Book of Revelation as dealing with the whole scope of church history 

from the first century to the second coming of Christ seems most natural to me because the main 
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components of vision 2, the seals, trumpets and bowls seem to cover the whole history of the Christian 

church with each series ending at the same point, the return of Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I’ll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 


