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WEEK 79, DAY 1       JOHN 21 AND PSALM 107 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 79 of Know the Word.  Today we finished 

John’s Gospel - the Gospel of Belief, and we read Psalm 107 - a Psalm that Jesus’ disciples would have 

related to very well because he calls upon God’s people to praise the Lord for the mighty things they have 

seen Him do, and in particular, for the deliverance they have experienced. 

 

John chapter 21 is called the epilogue to the Gospel of John.  It is like a postscript or an addendum which 

contains material that is completely unknown to us from other Gospels. 

 

The first thing that surprises us as we read it is its setting.  This incident occurs on the Sea of Galilee as 

seven of the disciples are out one night fishing.  ‘So what?’ you may ask, ‘Why is that surprising?  After 

all, they ARE fishermen!’  The answer to that question can be gained by asking another question:  ‘When 

was the last time we read about the disciples spending a quiet night fishing on the Sea of Galilee?’  The 

answer, of course, is that it hadn’t happened for a very long time - not since the beginning of Christ’s 

ministry - because Jesus had called them away from their nets to become “fishers of men”.  But now that 

Jesus is gone - even though they know He is alive, risen from the dead - they have gone back to their old 

occupation - fishing for fish, primarily, I suspect, because they didn’t know what else to do! 

 

It is important to notice, that Christ does not in any way rebuke them for this ‘reversion’, but He does call 

them away from it, just as He had done so long ago.  His primary conversation is directed here toward 

Peter, because Peter, more than the others (except for Judas who had hung himself before the 

resurrection) had denied the Lord and needed especially to be restored; but all of the disciples would have 

felt the force of Jesus’ words - and it should be noted that to a man all of them responded.  They all left 

their nets again - and never returned to them as a permanent occupation. 

 

In the first post-resurrection appearance of Jesus to the disciples, which we read about yesterday in John 

20, He breathed on them (prophetically, I think) and called upon them to receive the Holy Spirit.  At the 

same time He commissioned them to carry out His mission in the world.  “As the Father has sent Me,”  

He said, “so I am sending you”.  He was giving them the job of being His emissaries to the “other sheep” 

He talked about back in chapter 10 - the ones who were “not of this fold.” 

 

Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell us that at the ascension, when Christ went back to heaven, shortly after 

this beach-side breakfast of chapter 21, He gave the disciples the “Great Commission” and charged them 

with winning the world to Him.  This appearance beside the lake, which is, according to John, at least the 

third time that Christ has appeared to this group following the resurrection, has the very same purpose.  It 

would appear then, that the time between the resurrection of Christ and His ascension back into heaven - 

40 days according to the New Testament - was spent in acclimating the disciples to the fact that even 

though Christ would no longer be physically present with them, their job hadn’t changed at all.  

 

On the first day after He rose, He said, “Your job is to finish the task” - “As the Father sent Me, so I am 

sending you” – “and here is what you will need to accomplish the task” - “receive the Holy Spirit.”  The 

disciples hear that but it doesn’t really sink in and they go back to Galilee; not knowing what else to do, 

they go fishing.  Jesus meets them and recalls them to the task: “I don’t want you to be commercial 

fishermen again,” He says, “I want you to ‘tend my flock’”. 

 

Then, on the day He ascends back to heaven, He uses different words.  But He says exactly the same 

thing again - “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel.” 

 

I know that the disciples, and especially Peter, got the message, not only because they responded 

appropriately, but also because the setting in which this call was issued would have brought back very 
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powerful memories.  All the way back at the beginning of His ministry - after Peter had become His 

disciple, but before he had left fishing to follow Jesus full-time - there had been another night when Peter 

had fished all night and caught nothing.  On that night, just as here, Jesus had advised one more try with 

the nets and Peter had obeyed - with exactly the same result. It was on that day (recorded in Luke 5) that 

Peter first recognized Jesus as much more than just another man who happened to be a really good teacher 

and rabbi. 

 

So on this day, following the instructions of the stranger on the shore, they cast the net, and John 

remembers they brought in exactly 153 fish (only eyewitnesses remember details like that!) and John 

says, ‘Peter, it’s Jesus!’  And Peter, like a flash, is over the side and splashing toward the Master - this 

interview is tailor-made for him!  

 

The breakfast-time commissioning service centers on Peter, partly, I think, because of his leadership role 

among the disciples, but mostly because it was Peter who had denied Christ three  times on the night 

before the crucifixion.  That is certainly the reason why Jesus asks, “Do you love me?" three different 

times - three denials; three reinstatement calls. 

 

Now, I am pretty sure that you know this story already, so you will actually be aware of the fact that Jesus 

and Peter are using different words for “love” in this conversation.  The Greek language has 3 basic 

words for “love” - two are used here:   

 

“Agape” - the word that Jesus is using, is the word that describes God’s supernatural, unconditional love 

for us. 

 

“Phileo” - which might be translated “to love or be very fond of”, is the word that Peter uses.  We also 

translate this word “brotherly love”, as in Philadelphia, “the city of brotherly love.” 

 

So Jesus says, “Peter, do you love me?” - (agape love, the highest kind) - and Peter says, “Lord, you 

know I am terribly fond of you.”  “Then feed my lambs.”  A second time - then “feed my sheep.”  The 

third time Jesus uses “Phileo” also, and it is the change of words as much as the third repetition that hurts 

Peter this time.  “Lord, you know everything, you know that I love you.”  “Then feed my sheep.”  Thus 

Peter, who publically denied Jesus three times, is three times publically restored, and that experience 

marked him for life - he never forgot it.  If you want to prove that, take your New Testament and turn to 

the 5
th
 chapter of the Book of 1 Peter and start reading.  Peter tells the elders of the church there to “tend 

the flock of God.” 

 

John also uses the postscript of the Gospel to deal with a persistent rumor circulating in the church at the 

end of the 1
st
 century.  He was the last surviving apostle, and some people had begun to say that John was 

going to live until Christ came back.  John sets the record straight in the last paragraph by saying – “that 

isn’t exactly what Jesus said.”  And he explains how the rumor got started. 

 

Tomorrow, we will begin to read John’s letters to his disciples, written toward the end of the 1
st
 century.  

You will be surprised at how many similarities you will find between the letters and the Gospel! 

 

We still have about 1/3 of the Book of Psalms to read, and I asked you to read Psalm 107 this morning.  I 

chose this particular Psalm because it is one that I suspect the disciples could have related to very well.  It 

is a Psalm designed to elicit praise from the people of Israel as they reflected upon God’s goodness to 

them throughout their history. 

 

The theme is set out quite clearly in the first 2 verses of the song:  “Give thanks to the Lord for He is 

good, His love endures forever, Let the redeemed of the Lord say so - those He redeemed from the hand 
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of the foe.”  That theme keeps recurring - each time the Psalmist has recalled the plight and deliverance of 

another group of God’s people, He says, “Let them give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His 

wonderful deeds for men.”  That phrase recurs in verses 8, 15, 21 and 31. 

 

Throughout their lives, both during and especially after those magnificent years when He walked the 

dusty roads of Palestine with them, the disciples had experiences very much like those described in the 

Psalm.  Some of them wandered the earth finding no city where they could permanently settle.  Many of 

them knew hunger and thirst (certainly the Apostle Paul could identify with that.)  Others, like Peter and 

John, experienced the iron chains of prisoners - but not because they had disobeyed God.  They 

nevertheless knew what it was to cry out in that kind of situation and experience God’s gracious hand of 

deliverance. 

 

The disciples knew what it was like to be out on the sea in boats and see the mighty works of the Lord.  In 

fact, did you notice verse 25 - “For He spoke and stirred up a tempest” - and verse 29, “He stilled the 

storm to a whisper - the waves of the sea were hushed.  They were glad when it grew calm and He guided 

them to their desired haven.”  Here in Psalm 107 was the prophetic explanation for what had happened 

that night on the Sea of Galilee. 

 

It will not be at all different for you and me to read our own spiritual experience into this Psalm - “Let US 

give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His wonderful deeds to man.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 79, DAY 2                  1 JOHN 1 and 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper. Today we read, approximately, the first half of the little Epistle of 1 

John, chapters 1 and 2.  In the Johanine Epistles, (1, 2, and 3 John), we are encountering some of the last 

books of the New Testament to be written.  They flow from the pen of the Apostle John - the beloved 

apostle - at the end of his life. 

 

They date to perhaps the last decade of the 1
st
 century when this disciple that Jesus loved was living out 

the end of a long life of service among the believers in the city of Ephesus.  (The body of Revelation, 

which we will read later, was actually written earlier - while John was in exile on the island of Patmos 

during a period of persecution.) 

 

As far as we know, only John, of all Jesus’ disciples, lived to an old age and died a natural death.  You 

will remember that yesterday, as we read the last chapter of John’s Gospel, we found Jesus prophesying 

concerning Peter’s martyrdom and chiding Simon for asking about John, saying that it was no concern of 

Peter’s if God should choose to allow John to live all the way up to the return of Christ.  That gave rise to 

a rumor that John would not die - a rumor that John discounted in the Gospel.  He did eventually die, but 

he lived a long life and survived for many years beyond the deaths of Christ’s other disciples. 

 

He was greatly venerated in the early church.  He was the last man living who had walked with Christ and 

the Christians at the end of the first century hung on every word he uttered. 

 

As you read this morning, I know that you heard echoes of the words of Jesus and of the Gospel of John.  

He opens this little letter with an introduction that in some ways paraphrases the prologue of the Gospel.  

He refers to Jesus as “The Word”, writing as an eyewitness who has heard, seen and even touched “The 

Word” which appeared (that sounds like John 1:14).  John tells us that he writes so that we may have 

fellowship with Him and with the Father.  
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In the Last Supper Discourse, Jesus said that He wanted our joy to be complete, and through the ministry 

of the Holy Spirit He made that possible for us.  John uses the very same phrase here in his introduction.  

The prologue of the Gospel also referred to Jesus as “The Light” - the light of men.  That was what Jesus 

called Himself, “The Light of the World”, and the theme of light appears once again in 1 John 1. 

 

The prominence of “the New Commandment” that Jesus gave that “we love one another” cannot be 

missed.  In this little letter of just 5 brief chapters, John will refer to it over and over again. Jesus thought 

of His disciples as children and John, the aged disciple, quite clearly inherited the habit from his Master. 

“My dear children,” he keeps saying.  That is how he thought of them. 

 

I have an old, old book on my shelves.  It is a commentary on the 1
st
 Epistle of John.  Its title is The Tests 

of Life.  That is the best title that I can possibly imagine for the book we began today to read.  It describes 

it perfectly!  John’s purpose in writing is given quite clearly at the end of the book - just exactly as he did 

in the Gospel.  You will read it tomorrow, but it’s found in chapter 5, verse 13:  “I write these things to 

those of you who believe in the name of the Son of God in order that you may know that you have eternal 

life.”  The purpose of the book is to give assurance of salvation to God’s children. 

 

It is absolutely amazing to me that in spite of the crystal clear teaching of the New Testament on the 

subject, many believers have no real assurance of their salvation and many of those people do not even 

realize that they can know for certain that they will spend eternity with Christ in heaven.  Both of those 

facts represent terrible tragedies.  We can know that our place with Him is secure. That’s why John has 

written this book. 

 

There is a flip side, however, for John is equally concerned that some of his readers not feel secure about 

their salvation, because they have no right to that peace.  So John offers us some tests - if we pass these 

tests then we can be absolutely sure that our relationship with God is genuine.  If we do not pass these 

tests, then we have no right to any assurance of our salvation. 

 

The people who gave John the greatest concern were called Gnostics.  Their name comes from the Greek 

word “gnosis” that means “knowledge.”  This early heresy claimed that it was possible to have a “special” 

knowledge of and relationship with God that elevated them to “Super Saint” status in the church.  Their 

arrogance was compounded by another aspect of their thought.  From the Greek philosopher Plato they 

borrowed the idea that material things like the body were inherently evil, while immaterial things like the 

soul were good.  Eventually, they believed, all material things will reduce themselves to dust and the 

spiritual part of us will be separated out and return to God.  Now, here comes the interesting part - since 

body and soul will eventually separate anyway, they reasoned, I can do anything I want with my body as 

long as I keep my soul pure. So John writes to give some readers assurance, and to take it away from 

others. 

 

Now reading the little letter before us is a bit like walking around a spiral staircase - each time you 

complete a circle, you are a little further up. You keep walking around the same things and you keep 

viewing those things from a slightly different angle.  There are three basic “tests”, John says, that need to 

be applied so that we can really “know” that we have eternal life. (By the way, the verb “know”, in some 

form or another, appears 40 times in John’s three short letters.) 

 

The first of John’s three tests is a moral test - the test of obedience.  We know that our relationship with 

God through Christ is for real if we obey His Word and take obedience seriously in our lives.  Verse 3 of 

chapter 2 says, “We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands.”  

 

The second test of life is a social one - the test of love.  John would never forget Jesus’ words at the Last 

Supper:  “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  That 
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remembrance is clearly seen in chapter 2, where John talks about the “old but new” command:  “Whoever 

claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.” 

 

The third test is a doctrinal one.  It shows up at the end of chapter 2:  “Who is the liar?  It is the man that 

denies that Jesus is the Christ…No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the 

Son has the Father also.”  The ‘test’ is the belief that Jesus Christ is God.  You cannot be a Christian and 

question the deity of Christ.  That is the rock bottom assertion - the theological litmus test - that the New 

Testament provides for us.  In another place Paul says it this way:  ‘If a person can say (and mean) “Jesus 

is Lord,” that person is one of us. If they can’t say that, they are not one of us!’ 

 

Our reading today took us through the first cycle of these three tests.  Tomorrow John will, in chapters 3-

5, revisit each one two more times.  When you think of the Epistle of 1 John, think of a spiral staircase 

that walks us around these three ‘tests’ three times. 

 

Chapter 1 contains a brief but trenchant critique of the Gnostic view of sin.  John fairly screams, ‘Sin does 

matter and real Christians take sin vey seriously!!’  Anyone who says, ‘It doesn’t matter’ is a liar.  

Anyone who says, ‘Sin matters but I am not a sinner’, is deluded, and anyone who says ‘I am a sinner but 

I have reached the point in my walk with God at which I no longer sin’ - that one God calls a liar! 

 

One of the most precious verses in all of Scripture was there in chapter 1, verse 9: “If we confess our sin, 

He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

I am sure you noticed at the beginning of chapter 2 that John says, “My dear children, I write this to you 

so that you will not sin, but if anybody does sin, WE (he changed the pronoun from ‘you’ to ‘we’ to 

include himself!) - WE have a PARACLETE - yes, that’s the word from John 14 - Jesus Christ the 

righteous one.” 

 

I would love to speak for another 2 minutes about these 2 chapters, but quickly let me point out just three 

more things: 

 

First, in verse 2 of chapter 2, Jesus our Paraclete - our defense attorney - is also called ‘the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins”.  That phrase in the New International Version is rendered “propitiation” in the old 

King James Version, and at this point, I like the old translation better, even though it uses a large, old, 

obscure English word.  Some big words are worth learning about, because they are so rich in meaning that 

to lose them is to impoverish ourselves.  Propitiation is one of those words.  It is also found in the 3
rd

 

chapter of Romans and it means, “to turn away wrath”.  Jesus turned God’s wrath away from us on the 

cross. 

 

The second thing I want to say before I close this morning is that John recognized at least three  different 

classes of believers:  Little children; young men (don’t get hung up on the gender specific language - that 

is incidental); and fathers.  The point, of course, is that the body of Christ is comprised of people who are 

at different stages in their spiritual development.  We start out as children; some of us are young men and 

some are mature spiritually (not chronologically) as fathers.  That is NOT an automatic process, but 

friends, it is not natural NOT to grow. God expects us to grow up in Christ; knowing the Word is an 

essential prerequisite to that. 

 

The last thing that I want you to notice has to do with John’s eschatology (that word, you will remember, 

means the study of last things, that is the end times.)  John, writing at the end of the 1
st
 century says, 

“This is the last hour and you have heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 

come.”  What do we learn from that?  That the end times began in the New Testament era and that while 

we are expecting an antichrist who, at the end of time, will oppose the work of God, deceive the nations 
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and persecute the church, that kind of thing has been happening all along.  What will come at the end will 

differ only in degree, not in kind, from what has been happening ever since the resurrection and ascension 

of Christ.  We’ll talk about this some more later on.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 79, DAY 3             1 JOHN 3, 4 and 5  
 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read 1John, chapters 3-5 and finished this short but 

powerful letter from the pen of Christ’s beloved apostle.  (Sing chorus: “Behold What Manner of Love 

the Father Has Given unto Us.”)  It has been a long time since I last afflicted you with my singing, but as 

I read those marvelous words from the third chapter of 1 John this morning, my heart burst into song.  

“This”, John says, “is what we are - the children of God.’  That is a pretty astonishing thought, but still 

there is more, because John says that the best is yet to come: “When He appears, we shall be like Him.”  

 

At the end of chapter 2, the great eschatological hope of the church was introduced.  We were told to 

continue in Christ so that when He appears we will stand confident and unashamed before Him.  At the 

beginning of chapter 3, John explores that thought a bit more by saying that we are concerned about 

purity in our lives now, because when He comes, we will be made like Him.  We are right back to the 

moral test again.  You can test the validity of your Christianity by the way that you live and obey Him.  

“No one who lives in Him continues to sin.  No one who keeps on sinning has seen Him or knows Him.”  I 

need to come back to this in just a minute to clarify something that could really confuse you, but for now, 

I want you to notice that John’s comments about eschatology - about the end times  - are linked to his 

exhortations to us to live a certain kind of life; a holy life.  

 

I know that I have said that before, but I need to emphasize it again today.  The New Testament never 

talks about the end times or the coming of Christ simply to satisfy our curiosity or to get us excited about 

discovering hidden things.  The New Testament writers - John, Paul, Peter, Jude - all of them, only ever 

talk about eschatology with an ethical connection.  That is, they remind us that because the end is near, 

because all of history is going to culminate in the return of Jesus Christ and because after his return all of 

humanity is going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ, we need to be careful about how we live 

now!  Knowing what will happen then makes me anxious to live righteously now.  As growing Christians, 

we should be interested in what is going to happen at the end of time, but only insofar as it will help us to 

live for Christ right now.  

 

Now I need to briefly digress.  When John said, “No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning” and, “No 

one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known him”, he is NOT saying that after we become 

Christians we will never sin again.  1 John 1:9 and 1 John 2:1 & 2 clearly contradict that idea.  But he is 

saying that one cannot be a follower of Christ and knowingly and habitually continue to do things that he 

or she knows God hates.  We will all fail, but no one who intentionally dives into the mud of sin and 

keeps rolling in it, can than stand up and say, “I am a real Christian.”  That is the moral test. 

 

From the moral test of obedience, John turns again to the ethical or social test of love: “ This is the 

message we have heard from the beginning: we should love one another…we know that we have passed 

from death into life because we love our brothers…” Love, love, love - that is what is important here.  

There is a beautiful story that has come down to us from the first century church.  John, the beloved 

apostle, lived at the end of his life in Ephesus where he was the shepherd of the great church that Paul had 

begun.  At the very end of his life he was too old and weak to walk anymore, so whenever the church 

gathered for worship, some of the young men would carry the aged disciple in on his bed.  Whenever they 

did, the old man would whisper the same words over and over again.  Finally, after many repetitions of 

the same event, one of the young men asked:  “Why do you always say the same thing?  Over and over 
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again you say, ‘Little children love one another.  Little children love one another.’”  The old apostle 

quietly answered: “Because if this only is done, it will be enough.” 

 

In chapter 4, John turns to the third test again - the doctrinal one.  He tells us to test the spirits with the 

New Testament litmus test for orthodoxy.  “Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does acknowledge Jesus is not from God.” 

 

Having walked us around the staircase a second time, in verse 7 of chapter 4 John starts around yet again.  

He talks about love, and about doctrine and about obedience, a different order this time, but the same 

three tests yet again.  

 

John’s letter has a conclusion, just as it had a prologue.  It begins with verse 13 of chapter 5, in which 

John states the purpose for which he has written.  It reminds me of the end of his Gospel which contains a 

similar “purpose statement.”  Here John says, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 

Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”  Then, five times in rapid succession, he 

uses this phrase again and again:  “We know.”  “We know that He hears us…we know that we have what 

we have asked.”  “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin…we know that we are the 

children of God…we know that the Son of God has come…”  The Gnostics who were troubling the church 

of God of John’s day put all kinds of emphasis upon the “secret” knowledge that they believed made them 

superior to ordinary Christians.  John writes about the things that we can know and he says, “Put your 

anchors here.”  

 

It is absolutely incredible to me that in light of this powerful little letter of 1 John, there could be anyone 

in the Christian church who is not aware of the fact that you can be absolutely certain about your 

relationship with God.  Over and over again, I have asked people this question:  “Do you know for 

certain, if you were to die tonight, that you would go to be with God in heaven?” only to hear them 

respond, “I am not sure,” or “How could anyone ever be sure of that?”  Well, John’s letter says that we 

can know for certain.  There are three simple tests designed to either assure us or to greatly disturb us - 

“This is how we know…” 

It is perhaps necessary for me to say again that there is a difference between having a relationship with 

God through Christ and having assurance of that relationship.  It is possible to be a Christian without 

being sure of that fact and it is equally possible to presume that you are a Christian when, in fact, no real 

relationship with God exists at all.  That is why the tests are so important.  We will discuss this whole 

issue again when we read the Book of Hebrews, but for now, suffice it to say that it is God’s intention that 

we know for certain that we are His children.  

 

In the middle of chapter 5, there is a curious phrase that deserves some comment.  Let me read it to you. 

“This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ.  He did not come by water only, but by 

water and blood.  And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is truth.  For there are three that 

testify:  The Spirit, the water and the blood and the three are in agreement. We accept man’s testimony, 

but God’s testimony is greater.” 

  

If you have access to a King James Version of the Bible, you might compare the New International 

Version translation with what you read there. You will discover that right at the beginning of verse 8, 

after the phrase “for there are three that testify,” you read these words: “in heaven: the Father, the Word 

and Holy Spirit and these three are one.  And there are three that testify on earth…”, and then the passage 

continues.  Those words that you find in the King James Version are not found in any Greek manuscript 

of The New Testament that has come down to us before the Renaissance scholar Erasmus produced the 

first modern edition of the Greek New Testament.  Here is what happened.  When Erasmus decided that 

scholars really ought to study the Greek texts upon which the New Testament is built instead of the Latin 

translation (called the Vulgate) which had been produced by the scholar Jerome during the Middle Ages, 
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he set about to collect every Greek manuscript and fragment that he could find.  By comparing texts, he 

laboriously constructed an edition of the Greek New Testament that became the standard for scholarly 

work and translation for the next 300 years.  When he got to the 5
th
 chapter of the Book of 1 John, 

however, Erasmus had a problem.  He could find no Greek manuscript anywhere for this particular 

passage.  Some did exist, but they would not be found and brought to the light of day for many decades.  

Needing to finish his Greek edition, Erasmus did the only thing he could. He took the Latin Bible, the 

Vulgate, and translated backward from Latin into Greek to fill the gaps in the existing Greek manuscripts. 

 

The word about the three witnesses in heaven would make a wonderful proof text for the Christian 

doctrine of the Trinity.  In fact, I am pretty sure that is how it got into the Latin text. Someone wanted to 

find a simple proof text.  Unfortunately, however, there is little doubt that those words were not written 

by the Apostle John, who was very interested in helping us to think about the evidence for Christ’s deity, 

but was not trying to prove the doctrine of the Trinity.  

 

John’s letter ends with this plea: “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.”  If you think about that for 

even a minute, you will understand that John was not speaking about statues of wood and stone.  Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel were the last ones that needed to warn God’s people about physical idols.  John is talking 

about spiritual idols and he was talking to you and me.  

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 79, DAY 4      2 JOHN, 3 JOHN and JUDE 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we set some kind of Know the Word record by reading three 

entire books, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude, all in one day! Now, right away two things are apparent about 2 

and 3 John. The first is that in contrast to 1 John, which is a “general” epistle, that is, a letter to all 

Christians everywhere, 2 an 3 John are personal letters addressed to specific individuals:  “The chosen 

lady”, whose identity we will discuss in a moment, and John’s personal friend Gaius.  The second 

immediate observation that we can make is that both of these short letters bear a strong resemblance to 

both the Gospel of John and the letter of 1 John.  Even if his name were not attached, we would be sure to 

guess that John had written these letters. 

 

The word “alethia” - “truth” - is one of John’s favorite words.  It shows up five times in the first four 

verses of 2 John and four times in the first four verses of 3 John. The new commandment that we love one 

another figures prominently in the argument of 2 John.  “I ask,” he says, “that we love one another,” and 

then he explains that plea by saying, “And this is love, that we walk in obedience to His commands.  As 

you have heard from the beginning His command is that you walk in love.”  It almost sounds like John 

finished writing the general epistle of 1 John and immediately sat down to write this personal letter to the 

elect lady. 

 

In both 2 and 3 John, as in 1 John, the Christian life is called a “walk.”  2 John talks about “walking in 

love”; 3  John uses the expression of “walking in truth”. 3 John says, “Anyone who does what is evil has 

not ‘seen God’” - that is a Johanine expression - and 2 John warns against deceivers who John calls 

“antichrists”, and finally there is this expression “so that our joy may be complete”.  Does that sound 

familiar to you?  It is one of John’s favorite phrases. 

 

It is possible that the ‘elect lady’ to whom 2 John is written was just a way of identifying a particular 

church.  Her ‘sister’ mentioned at the end of the letter would then be another church - perhaps the 

Ephesian church from which John was writing.  I believe it more likely, however, that John was 

addressing a specific woman whose hospitality was probably extended to a church which met in her 
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home, as well as to traveling Christians who moved from place to place as itinerants to encourage and 

strengthen Christ’s church. 

 

Some interesting speculation has been put forward as to the specific identity of the lady in question.  

Some have suggested Mary, the mother of Jesus, or Martha the sister of Lazarus (because ‘Martha’ means 

‘lady’ in Aramaic.)  That is pure speculation, however.  We will never know until we get to glory.  In all 

probability, John shields her identity because of the times in which he wrote, when, if the letter fell into 

the wrong hands it could cause trouble for its recipient.  

 

The next thing I want for us to notice here is that both letters have a common theme, and that is the 

subject of hospitality offered to traveling teachers of the Christian way.  Let me read for you what John 

Stott says, writing in his excellent little commentary on John’s letters:  “The establishment of the Roman 

Empire made travel throughout the inhabited world much easier and safer than it had ever been before.  It 

was facilitated by the great roads that the Romans built and the ‘pax romana’ (Roman peace) which their 

legions maintained, as well as by a commonly understood language.  The rapid spread of the Gospel in 

the 1
st
 Century AD owed much to these advantages.” 

 

“But where should traveling Christians stay when they came to some city on a business journey or, more 

important still, on a missionary journey?  ‘The comforts of a modern hotel, or even a village inn were 

then unknown.’ (Findlay) Besides, according to William Ramsay, ‘The ancient inns were little removed 

from houses of ill-fame.  The profession of inn-keeper was dishonorable, and their infamous character is 

often noted in Roman laws.’  ‘Inns were notoriously dirty and flea-infested while inn-keepers were 

notoriously rapacious.’ (Barclay)  As a result, it was natural that Christian people, on their travels, should 

be given hospitality by members of local churches.  There are many traces in the New Testament of this 

custom.  For example, Paul was entertained by Lydia in Philippi, Jason in Thessalonica, Gaius in Corinth, 

Philip the Evangelist in Caesarea, and the Cypriot Mnason in Jerusalem. (Acts 16:15; 17:7; Romans 

16:23; Acts 21:8, 16)” 

 

“Such hospitality was open to easy abuse, however.  There was the false teacher on the one hand, who yet 

posed as a Christian.  Should hospitality be extended to him?  And there was the more obvious 

mountebank, the false prophet with false credentials who was dominated less by creed than by material 

profit and free board and lodging he hoped to gain.  It is against this background that we read the 2 and 3 

Epistles of John, for in them the elder issues instructions concerning whom to welcome and whom to 

refuse.  Genuine Christian missionaries, he writes, may be recognized both by the message they bring and 

by the motive which inspires them.  If they faithfully proclaim the doctrine of Christ (2 John 7) and if 

they have set out not for filthy lucre but for the sake of His name (3 John 7), then they should be both 

received and helped forward on their journey ‘as befits God’s service’ (3 John 6 RSV).” (Stott; pp. 198-

199) 

 

Those of you who will be digging deeper today will get to read a bit of The Didache - an instruction book 

dating from the end of the 1
st
 century which offers guidance on some of those issues to the churches of 

Syria.   

 

Perhaps the most striking verse in both of these little letters is verse 10 of 2 John. It prohibits the housing 

or even the greeting of those who come with the intent of propagating false doctrines.  Our response to 

cultists, who come not to inquire, but to instruct us, ought even today to be guided by John’s words here. 

 

A long time ago, convinced that memorizing whole books of Scripture would be a very beneficial thing, I 

decided to attempt that rather arduous goal.  Not wanting to fail in my first attempt, the first (and in truth 

the only) entire book I memorized was Jude.  As an aside, I have to tell you that it has been amazing to 

me over the years how often I have found myself quoting this little book in a very relevant way to 
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counselees and parishioners in all kinds of situations.  If we really know God’s Word, it is amazing how 

useful it becomes to us and to the ones to whom we minister. 

 

I believe that when we read the Book of 1 Peter a long time ago, we noted its amazing similarity to the 

this letter of Jude.  I am not sure which one was quoting the other, but the dependence is clearly evident. 

It is written to warn the church about the false teachers who were very prevalent in the 1
st
 century.  False 

teaching, cults, and apostasy have always been a problem in the church and the need for vigilance on the 

part of believers is still a critical one today! 

 

Jude identifies himself as the servant of Christ and the brother of James, but it is not James the son of 

Zebedee.  He is talking about James the leader of the Jerusalem Church - the brother of Jesus!  This book 

was written by Jesus Christ’s own brother Jude! 

 

He, like John, is probably targeting the Gnostic heretics who taught that sexual license and other gross 

sins were not a problem for Christians.  He rails against godless men who “turn God’s grace into a 

license for immorality.”  That is still a huge problem in the church today. 

 

Jude appeals to Biblical history to support his warnings against immorality and rebellion against God.  

Most of those allusions are familiar to us. He talks about Israel’s rebellion against God in the wilderness 

and specifically mentions Korah, Cain and Balaam. 

 

The reference to angels who did not keep their own estate has been interpreted by some - because of its 

linkage in Jude’s letter to the sexual immorality of Sodom and Gomorrah - with the mysterious passage in 

Genesis 6, which says that the comingling between the sons of God and the daughters of men was one of 

the things that made God angry enough to send the flood which destroyed humanity in Noah’s day.  The 

speculation is that this union produced the Nephilim - the race of giants who populated the earth at that 

time. 

 

The reference to Michael the Archangel disputing with the devil about the body of Moses is unique to 

Jude’s letter.  We have no other information about it in the Bible.  Similarly, the quote from Enoch the 

prophet of God, who is briefly mentioned in Genesis chapter 5, is found only here in Jude.  Though it 

appears to reference the non-canonical book of Enoch, which was widely circulated in the 1
st
 century 

church and read by many Christians, it is from this reference in Jude that we have some idea of the kind 

of message that Enoch preached before he was translated into glory without experiencing death. 

 

The common message of these 3 letters is clear:  Be very careful how you walk and especially careful of 

who you listen to, because a great many charlatans and false teachers are out there who will do everything 

they can to pull you away from God. 

 

I love the ending of the letter of Jude:  “But you, dear friends, building yourselves up in your holy faith, 

and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to bring you to eternal life.  Be merciful to those who doubt, snatch others from the fire and save 

them.  To others show mercy mixed with fear - hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.  And 

now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling and present you by His glorious presence without fault 

and with great joy - to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, by all ages, now and forevermore!  Amen.” 
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WEEK 79, DAY 5                REVELATION 1 and 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the first two chapters of the Book of Revelation - 

the last book of the Bible, the most mysterious book of the Bible, and the most controversial book of the 

Bible.  It is here in the Book of Revelation (or the Apocalypse) that we read about what is going to 

happen at the end of the age and beyond. 

 

It is a book that perhaps has frightened you in the past, not only because of its subject matter, but also 

because of the almost bewildering number of interpretive schemes that have been advanced through the 

ages.  It is full of Old Testament images and references.  Your growing knowledge of the Word will 

certainly put you in a better position than ever before to both recognize and interpret those allusions.  The 

book is also full of apocalyptic symbols and language which may frighten us and will confuse us as 

attempts are made over and over again to describe persons and things which defy human description.  

Today, in the description of Christ as John perceived Him in the vision of chapter 1, we have an example 

of all those things I have just noted. 

 

The language John uses in that description is rooted in the Old Testament and in particular in the Book of 

Daniel - that is where the title ‘Son of Man’ comes from (do you remember Daniel’s dream?)  Most of the 

features of this awesome description are drawn from Daniel’s visions in chapter 7 and chapter 10 of the 

Old Testament prophet’s book.  The candlestands recall a scene we viewed in the Book of Zechariah.  

(Do you remember that? - It is in chapter 4.)  And the words that Christ speaks in Revelation 1 are drawn 

from the Book of Isaiah, where they are spoken by Jehovah Himself. (By the way, once again the 

attribution of Old Testament words of Jehovah to Jesus Christ in the New Testament is an indirect, but 

very powerful, piece of evidence for the deity of Christ.) 

 

The quotation in Revelation 1:7 also comes from the Book of Zechariah which prophesied, in chapter 12, 

that the inhabitants of Jerusalem will look upon the one that they pierced and mourn because of Him. 

 

Now, before I go any further, I would like to make just a few observations about how we should approach 

the interpretation of this wonderfully mysterious book: 

 

#1: We must always keep in mind the principle that the primary meaning is the one which would have 

made sense to the 1
st
 century readers of the book. I am continually amazed by the books and 

commentaries that seem to presuppose that John wrote this book exclusively for a 21
st
 century audience 

and that no one but a person in our own day could ever have understood what John had in mind because 

the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle were not even identifiable until very recently.  Remember, John wrote this 

book to comfort a persecuted church toward the end of the 1
st
 century.  It had to make sense to them or it 

could not have comforted and aided them.  

 

#2: The Book of Revelation is built around a series of visions and we must not adopt any interpretive 

scheme which violates the integrity of that structure.  Each vision begins with a reference to the Spirit of 

God.  “I was in the Spirit,” John says, “on the Lord’s day.”  You will recall that Ezekiel’s book shows a 

strong similarity at precisely this point.  The structure will become very important to us at the very end of 

the book when the only way to uphold an a-millennial interpretation will necessitate a violation of the 

structure of the book. 

 

Because I have used the word “a-millennial”, I need to stop right here and introduce three big theological 

words:  “pre-millennial”, “a-millennial”, and “post-millennial”.  The word “millennial” has reference to a 

period (a millennium is literally 1000 years) at the end of human history when Christ will rule with His 

saints over the nations of the earth from a throne established in the city of Jerusalem.  During this period, 

Satan will be bound and sin will be suppressed as the earth experiences a taste of what it would have been 
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like if sin had never entered the experience of humanity.  We will have much more to say when we read 

chapter 20, but for now we need to learn that pre-millennial thinkers believe that Christ will return before 

a literal millennium; a-millennialists believe that the millennium signifies a spiritual (not physical) reign 

of Christ which is going on right now in the rule of Christ over His church.  Post-millennial thinkers 

believe that a wonderful revival brought upon the church by the Holy Spirit in the last days will introduce 

a period of blessedness (the millennium) which will climax with the return of Christ.  If those words are 

new to you, may I suggest that you write them down? They will be important to you later. 

 

#3: Interpret what is obscure in light of what is plain - not the other way around.  That ought to be 

obvious, but I have seen a good many commentaries turn this principle inside out just so they can 

maintain some novel idea which promotes their particular theory.  I’ll try to give you some examples of 

this as we move along. 

 

The first vision begins with verse 9 of chapter 1 and covers chapters 1-3.  In it, John sees the glorified 

Christ walking in the midst of the lampstands, which he tells us represent 7 seven churches in Asia Minor.  

The order in which they appear is geographically the order in which you would visit them if you were to 

do a walking tour of Asia Minor. 

 

There is a clearly identifiable pattern that is followed by each of the seven messages or letters that are 

delivered here.  Each begins with a description of Christ (1), followed by a commendation (2), then a 

condemnation for that which is lacking (3).  Then comes a call to repentance (4), accompanied by a 

warning.  Each letter concludes with a magnificent promise (5) that begins with the words, “He who has 

an ear, let him hear.”  Today we read the first four of these seven letters - the ones addressed to the saints 

at Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, and Thyatira. 

 

Please notice that the letter to the church at Smyrna differs slightly from this pattern, because it contains 

no condemnation.  There is nothing about the suffering saints at Smyrna that needs to change. 

 

If I were you, I would try to create a chart that would contain the major elements of each vision.  The 

work you invest to create these visual aids will be richly rewarded by the new understanding you will gain 

from the experience. 

 

I am sure that the name of the Nicolaitans jumped out at you since they are condemned in both the letter 

to the Ephesian church and to the church at Pergamum.  I am sorry to tell you that we have no other 

knowledge of this group, though there are some commentators who have guessed that they were followers 

of Nicholas the Deacon mentioned in Acts chapter 6, who they suppose had become an apostate and led 

many others astray with him.  This is all pure speculation, nor can we offer any identification for the 

Jezebel condemned in the letter to the church at Thyatira, though there is no mystery at all about her 

offenses.  Clearly, from our reading this week, the early church had an enormous problem with false 

teachers and apostasy. 

 

Some Bible students have attempted to see these letters as a kind of prophetic tour through the history of 

the church, each letter by their reckoning characterizes the state of not an individual church in Asia Minor 

at the end of the 1
st
 century, but of the whole church in a different period of history, beginning with the 1

st
 

century apostolic church as represented by Ephesus, and moving through successive ages of the church, 

moving all the way down to the lukewarm church of Laodicea, about which we will read on Monday.  

This church, they say, represents the 21
st
 century church which will be present at the time of Christ’ 

return. 

 

In order to help you understand the interpretations, I need to drop three more words on you right now. 

“Preterists” believe that the Book of Revelation addresses only the church of the 1
st
 century and speaks of 
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events which relate directly only to them.  According to them, it has no prophetic significance for us.  

“Historicists” believe that the Book of Revelation deals with prophecies relating to the various periods of 

church history.  “Futurists” believe that most or even all of the Book relates to end time events and had 

little or no immediate relevance to its 1
st
 century readers - it was written for us!! 

 

There may be some validity to the Historicist view that the letters to the seven churches do “fit” some 

aspects of church history, but please remember that each one of the seven churches was a real church - 

and the first and primary application of these letters was to the real churches that existed in John’s day. 

 

The Book of Revelation was written while John was in exile on the island of Patmos. When his exile 

ended, John went to Ephesus, where he lived out his life.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I will talk to you again on Monday. 


