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WEEK 78, DAY 1              KNOW THE WORD             JOHN 10 and 11 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we begin Week 78 of Know the Word and we read John 

chapters 10-11.  As we encounter, day after day, these marvelous accounts of Jesus' words and actions. it is 

not difficult at all to understand why so many people have concluded that of all the gospels, the one written 

by the beloved apostle is their favorite.  We could very nearly say all 21 chapters of John's gospel should be 

listed in our tally of "great chapters of the Bible."  

 

Once again this morning we would do well to remember John's purpose in writing his account of Jesus' life. 

 "These things," he says in John chapter 20, "are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."  The focus is upon the words and deeds 

of Christ which will help us to believe in His deity, that He is in fact God.  In chapter 10 there were more 

words and in chapter 11 a stupendous deed. 

 

Do you remember the 34th chapter of the Book of Ezekiel?   Stretch your memory now.  It was in that place 

God Himself said He would be the shepherd of His people Israel - the message through the prophet was "I 

am the shepherd of Israel."  As you know very well, that truth is stated in other Old Testament passages as 

well.  Two wonderful Psalms rush immediately to mind: the great 23rd Psalm: "The Lord is my shepherd, I 

shall not want" and Jubilate, Psalm 100, "Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture."  Every Jew knew that Jehovah God Himself was the shepherd 

of Israel, but here in John 10 Jesus says "I am the good shepherd" - I am in the place of God and when they 

understood it exactly as he meant it, as a claim to deity and pressed Him further, He went even farther and 

said, as plainly as it could be said, "I and the Father are one."  Once again they picked up stones to kill Him 

and when He asked why, they said "Because you have committed blasphemy by claiming to be God."  I 

suppose you can read the New Testament and decide, if you wish, that Jesus Christ was not God.  Some 

people do, though I confess that the evidence seems overwhelming to me, but there is one thing you cannot 

do.  You cannot honestly read the New Testament and not understand that, if the New Testament writers are 

truthfully telling us what Jesus said, He was claiming to be God Himself.  There is no way around it.  Jesus 

claimed to be, not just a man, but God become man.  As we have pointed out so many times before, that is 

where His utter uniqueness lies.  No other great and widely revered religious teacher has ever made such a 

claim; not Confucius, not Buddha, not Mohammed, not Moses.  They all said, follow me and I'll point the 

way toward God.  Jesus said, ‘I am God.  Follow me’.  More than 40 years ago now, when I first read 

through the gospels, I was smitten by the audacity of the Man who said, "I and the Father are one" and I can 

still remember the question that framed itself in my excited brain.  "Can it really be so?"  Was Jesus, no, is 

Jesus God?"  That is still the central question that every serious inquirer must first frame and then answer.  

John's gospel was written to assist us in that preeminent endeavor. 

 

The next thing I want you to notice about the Good Shepherd discourse is that there are only three possible 

responses you can make when you really understand what Jesus is claiming for Himself.  Listen to vvs 19 

and 20 of chapter 10.  "At these words, the Jews were again divided.  Many of them said, "He is demon 

possessed and raving mad.  Why listen to him."  But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man 

possessed by a demon.  Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"  In modern times the famous apologist 

and writer C.S. Lewis crystallized the same thought by saying that the one thing you cannot say about Jesus 

is that He was merely a good man - a great teacher but nothing more.  His own words preclude that 

possibility, Lewis reminds us, because he claimed self consciously to be God.   No "good" man would ever 

do that!  If He is not God then He is a liar - a maniacal megalomaniac who deliberately made claims that 

have cost the lives of millions of followers who have followed Him "even unto death."  Or, if not a 
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deliberate liar, then he was a lunatic.  I believe Lewis words were "on a level with the man who claims that 

he is a poached egg" and therefore, again, not worthy of our devotion.  The third and only other alternative 

is that He was, in fact, God just as He claimed to be.  Liar, lunatic or Lord…you decide, but you cannot say 

He was a great man, a wonderful teacher - but nothing more.  If He was not God, then He was not good. 

 

John records the words of those who immediately understand the weakness of the conclusion that he was 

either liar or lunatic.  They said these are not the sayings of a demon-possessed man - they recognized the 

utter sanity of His words and they asked, "Can a demon open the eyes of a blind man?"  The mental 

institutions of our world are full of people who believe themselves to be somehow divine - but those people 

can't perform miracles.  Jesus did. 

 

I am sure you noticed, in the same portion of John chapter 10 that Jesus predicts His own death but is at 

great pains to insist ahead of time that He will be voluntarily laying down His life for the sheep: "No one 

takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own accord."  And then He predicts the resurrection by 

saying that having voluntarily laid down His life, He will pick it up again of His own accord.  Remember the 

three critically important words I have taught you about the death of Christ: voluntary, vicarious and 

victorious.  All three ideas are present in John chapter 10.  I lay down my life, I do it for my sheep, and I 

will take it up again! 

 

As if to say once again that I never make a claim without offering concrete proof of my claims Jesus 

proceeds, in chapter 11 to offer the most incredible evidence for His stupendous claim -- He raises Lazarus 

from the dead.  Now I could easily talk to you for 30 or 40 minutes about this miracle alone and the two 

minutes or so that we have to spend upon it can never even begin to do it justice.  But let me simply say this 

miracle must have had an extraordinary effect upon every one about.  Remember its timing.  Jesus is on the 

way to Jerusalem where He will be arrested and crucified and then will rise from the dead.  When His own 

resurrection occurs, there will certainly be a massive attempt on the part of His enemies to dissuade people 

from believing it has really happened.  They will call it a hoax.  They will talk about mass hysteria.  They 

will say dead men don't rise.  And to counter those "reasonable" arguments, quietly living just a few miles 

away in the village of Bethany, there will be a man named Lazarus, who was dead and buried for four days 

and who the whole village saw walk out of his tomb alive at the voice of Jesus who cried, "Lazarus, come 

forth."  That is a pretty powerful corrective to all the rational arguments against the resurrection of Christ.  

Hundreds of people lived in Bethany - just over the hill from Jerusalem.  They all saw what happened that 

day.  It was absolutely undeniable. 

 

John 11:25 is one of the verses that every Christian ought to know by heart.  "I am the resurrection and the 

life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never 

die." 

 

This was surely the greatest miracle Jesus ever did, apart from His own resurrection.  The amazing thing to 

me is that only John, of all the gospel writers, tells us about it.  I cannot be sure, but the reason for this 

strange deletion is probably to be found in the fact that John was writing after the other gospel were already 

written, many years after.  Tomorrow I will have a bit more to say about this, but probably Matthew, Mark 

and Luke omit this story in order to keep the spotlight away from Lazarus so they can protect the friend and 

disciple of Christ. 

 

Our time is nearly gone, but there is one last thing I cannot resist talking to you about this morning.  It is the 

curious argument that Jesus uses to defend Himself when His enemies want to stone Him for claiming to be 
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God.  "Jesus answered them, 'Is it not written in your law, I have said you are gods.  If he called them 'gods' 

to whom the word of God came - and the scripture cannot be broken - what about the one whom the Father 

set apart as His very own and sent into the world?" 

 

In short, Jesus is saying if the Psalmist used the word "gods" in a figurative sense in Psalm 82:6 to refer to 

judges or rulers of men, then how can you stone Me for using the Word “God” of myself now?  But the 

point I want to make is that the validity of this kind of argumentation by our Lord is totally dependent on a 

view of scripture that we would describe by the word "inerrancy."  Remember, we say the Bible is God's 

infallible and inerrant word and we mean that it is completely accurate and reliable right down to the very 

words it uses.  If Jesus held any different view of inspiration than this one, His argument here would be 

meaningless.  By making His whole case rest upon one single word from Psalm 82, Jesus reveals His own 

attitude toward the scripture and confirms a high view of biblical inspiration. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 78, DAY 2                             JOHN 12 and 13 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 12 and 13 of the Gospel of John.  We find 

ourselves on familiar ground, for we are reading again about the last week of Christ's life.  All four gospels 

report extensively upon the events of this week, but John reports on fewer events.  He gives us, as is his 

habit, some details, especially conversations the other gospels lack. 

 

Mark, for example, also reports the anointing of Christ at the feast that occurred just before he was betrayed 

and crucified.  But in Mark's account, the woman who performed this act of love goes unnamed.  John tells 

us that it was Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus who broke open the container of pure nard. 

 Again, as I mentioned yesterday, it is probably only because John is writing many years after Mark that he 

dares to give us Mary's name.  The reason she is not named in Mark is without doubt the very same reason 

the resurrection of Lazarus goes completely unmentioned in all three of the other gospels despite its 

incredible significance.  Mary and Lazarus' names are absent from the Synoptics because it wasn't safe to 

mention them.  Unlike the disciples of Christ who were scattered by the early persecution of the church and 

left Jerusalem to find safety and also to preach the gospel all over Judea and eventually the whole Roman 

world, it seems Mary and Martha and Lazarus remained in the little town of Bethany, only a few miles from 

Jerusalem, for the rest of their lives.  There they would be easily within reach of the authorities who were 

persecuting and even killing followers of this new Christian way.  So, in order to protect them Matthew and 

Luke don't even mention the feast at which Jesus was anointed by Mary, and Mark disguises her identity.  

To protect Lazarus, none of the synoptic writers even refer to his resurrection.  By the time John writes, the 

danger is passed so he can tell the whole glorious story.  Did you notice that, according to John, the chief 

priests made plans to kill Lazarus too?  It was because of the effect his resurrection was having upon the 

populace. 

 

The value of a full pint of nard that Mary broke and anointed Jesus with that day is very difficult for us to 

calculate.  It surely represented a very great investment, in all probability it was Mary's life savings.  

Knowing that the woman was Mary, Lazarus' sister, provides us with a motive that is missing from Mark's 

account.  After Christ had raised her brother from the dead, no gift could ever be too extravagant. 

 

It was the raising of Lazarus that brought events to a boil and forced the hands of Christ's enemies.  Verse 

23 of chapter 12 is the key to understanding all that is about to happen.  Jesus says there (did you notice it?), 
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"The hour has come."  Because of what happened at the graveyard in Bethany, so many people had begun to 

follow Christ and so many others had been confirmed in their allegiance to Him that the chief priests and 

scribes could wait no longer.  The crisis had come.  You were either for Christ or you were against Him.  

You were His devoted disciple or you were His abject enemy. 

 

John also tells us that it was Judas who objected to Mary's gift, not because he cared about the poor, but 

because he was a thief.  Over the years I have heard a number of attempts at explaining away the actions of 

Judas by saying he was a frustrated zealot who only sold out Christ because he thought that once arrested 

Jesus would show His divine power and throw off the Roman yoke.  Maybe Judas was a zealot but John's 

explanation is somewhat simpler.  Judas was a thief.  His implication is that he sold Christ out for the 

money. 

 

John's account of the triumphal entry is somewhat briefer than those we found in the synoptic gospels.  John 

does connect the fact that Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey to the Old Testament prophecy of Zechariah 

and notes it was only after the fact that the disciples made the connection between the prophecies and 

Christ's action. 

 

By the way, did you know the word "Hosanna" is not an exclamation of praise, but the Hebrew imperative 

which means "save now."  In his book on John's gospel entitled John the Gospel of Belief, Merill Tenney 

reminds us that: "The Passover expectation was the return of God's Messiah to deliver His people."  By 

applying the words for Psalm 118:25-26 to Jesus, the crowd was recognizing that He was the king and 

calling upon Him to take the throne of Israel.  Again, this heightened sense of crisis in the face of the 

resurrection of Lazarus and now the rising of the population to acknowledge Jesus is the King, the chief 

priests were compelled to act. 

 

Since John's audience may well have been Greek, it is understandable He only should record the visit of the 

Greeks.  They came to see Jesus and probably approached Philip because he had a Greek name (it means 

horse-lover).  Characteristically, however, it is Andrew who actually introduces them to Jesus.  You will 

remember, I am sure that all three times we meet Andrew in John's gospel he is doing exactly the same 

thing: introducing someone else, his brother, a little boy, the Greek visitors, to Jesus! 

 

There are three things about this encounter with the Greeks that deserve to be noted this morning.  The first 

is the prophecy that Jesus makes concerning His impending death.  All throughout His ministry He has been 

saying, "My hour has not yet come."  Now He says, "The hour has come" and He says He is going to die 

"like a kernel of wheat" which dies and then produces many new seeds.  That is certainly a prediction of His 

death and after it was all over John could see it also as an allusion to the resurrection.  He also spoke of His 

death by saying He would be "lifted up."  These words, John said, clearly pointed to the cross.  Jesus knew 

how He would die. 

 

The second thing we need to notice is the fact that Jesus said His death would have significance, not just for 

the Jews but for all men.  It is in the presence of these Greek "Barbarians" that Jesus says, "If I be lifted up 

from the earth, I will draw all men unto me."  The theme of universalism - that is, the fact that God's grace is 

for all men, not just for the Jews, is there all through the scripture.  You remember His word to Abraham, 

"All peoples on the earth will be blessed through you."  God always intended to have some from every tribe 

and tongue and nation.  That fact was not clearly understood until the ministry of the Apostle Paul broke 

upon the first century world, but Jesus understood it and His words in John chapter 12 make that very clear. 

 "If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to me." God's grace is for everyone. 
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The third thing about this event that ought to capture our attention is the fact that once again, as at the 

baptism and at the Mount of Transfiguration, the voice of God was heard speaking from heaven.  When 

Jesus prayed, "Father, glorify thy name," God said, "I have glorified it and will glorify it."  Now think about 

this.  A few days before, at Bethany, Jesus raised a man from death four days after he had been buried.  And 

He did it in the most public way possible - in front of hundreds of people.  Then, again in front of a large 

crowd of people, Jesus talks to God, and God talks back.  They heard it.  They knew what had happened - it 

caused many to believe, and it scared His enemies to death.  But instead of believing, His enemies just hate 

Him more. 

 

In John chapter 13 we move to Thursday night of Passion Week -- to the Last Supper.  The synoptic writers 

all talk about the Last Supper also but they focus on the institution of the Lord's Table.  John puts the 

spotlight on the conversation around the table, and on the foot-washing incident that preceded it.  If you 

have been keeping a “great chapters of the Bible” list, get it out now.  We are about to set a record by adding 

five consecutive chapters to the list.  John 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 all qualify and we are standing on holy 

ground.  As we read these chapters we are face to face with the things Jesus thought were the absolutely 

most important things.  In just a few hours He would be taken from them - He was going to die.  This was 

His last chance to teach them - to underscore the most important things of all.  You can spend the rest of 

your life here in these five chapters and you will never run out of profound truth. 

 

 It starts with an example.  He washes their feet and tells them that if He, the Lord and Master, is willing to 

wash their feet, they ought to be willing to wash one another's feet.  The very last lesson He taught them was 

a lesson in servanthood.  It is totally consistent with everything He had said before.  "Whoever wants to be 

great in the kingdom of God must first become the servant of all," and it is totally consistent with His whole 

life as well.  "The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many."  Jesus calls each one of us to become like Him and the picture He leaves for us is that of Him 

stooping to wash the feet of His disciples. 

 

Jesus' new commandment is found in John 13 as well.  The new commandment is "Love one another ... all 

men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another."  Jesus will have more to say about this in 

the passage we are going to read tomorrow, but for now it will be enough for us to notice He says the world 

will judge the validity of our claim to be disciples of Jesus Christ by the quality of our love for one another. 

 It has been said that the consistent response of the first century world to the first generation of Christians 

was "See how they love one another."  They shared their possessions, they cared for their brothers and 

sisters in need, they literally laid down their lives for each other.  It seems they took Jesus' new 

commandment very seriously indeed.  John himself took this so seriously that this new command became 

his favorite theme.  In fact He became almost obsessed with it.  In a few days we will be reading John's 

letters to his disciples.  I want you to pay careful attention to how prominent the command to love one 

another is in those letters.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 78, DAY 3                         JOHN 14, 15 and 16 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read John chapters 14, 15 and 16.  We are venturing more 

deeply on to the "holy ground" about which I spoke to you yesterday.   

 

Both chapters 14 and 15 begin with extended passages that have been memorized and cherished by millions 

of people down through the ages.  Chapter 14 has brought comfort to millions - it is read at nearly every 

Christian funeral.  "Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, trust also in me.  In my Father's house 

are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where 

I am."  Brothers and sisters, that is Jesus Christ's promise that you and I will spend eternity in heaven with 

Him.  Just last night I was summoned to the bedside of a dying saint.  The doctors had given their diagnosis 

-- only a few days or hours remain.  What would you say to such a one - a believer staring death in the face.  

I read John chapter 14 and I literally watched the comfort flow from God's Word to His dear child's heart.  

Remember the 14th chapter of John.  You will have many opportunities to share it with God's people. 

 

Chapter 15 is just as precious: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch 

in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 

fruitful.  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain 

in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you 

remain in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 

away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in and me 

and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, 

that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples." 

 

"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love.  In you obey my commands, you 

will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you 

this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other 

as I have loved you..." (15:1-12) 

 

Chapter 14 has brought comfort to millions.  Chapter 15 has brought direction and purpose.  You will 

remember that I told you there are no parables in the Book of John.  The analogy of John 15 is as close as 

we will come.  It is a communication masterpiece in which Jesus reminds us that while the Christian life 

may not be easy, it will never be complicated.  It is as simple as remembering the branch only has one job 

and that is to stay connected to the tree.  The branch does not decide what kind of fruit it will bear, or how 

many leaves it will have or what color and shape those leaves will be.  All of that is determined by the tree 

itself.  The branches just need to stay connected to the trunk. 

 

This passage will be equally useful to those of you who will have occasion to counsel others who are going 

through difficult times.  When the pressure is on, it is very easy to lose perspective and feel somehow we 

have to "produce" the fruits of the Spirit - but we can't do that.  We can't muster peace or joy or patience 

from somewhere deep inside ourselves.  Thankfully, we don't have to.  All we have to do is stay connected 

to Jesus and He will produce the peace and the power and the joy. 

 

At the risk of preaching a sermon here, I want to be sure you that you see the effects of remaining in Christ 

are that 1) we will bear much fruit, 2) we will be able to ask for whatever we want and God will grant it, and 
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3) our joy will be complete.  In a wonderful book called Keep In Step With The Spirit, J.I. Packer observes 

that Christians have historically tried to understand the spirit-filled life in one of three ways.  Sometimes we 

are told that the spirit-filled life is all about performance, that is, bearing fruit. The filling of the Spirit is to 

make us holy like Jesus so we bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in our life's -- and according to Jesus, they 

are right! 

 

Others tell us that the spirit-filled life is really about power -- when we have the anointing of God we can do 

incredible things - after all didn't Jesus say right here that we can ask for anything and He will do it.  And 

didn't He also say that we will do even greater things than He did?  Well according to Jesus they are right 

too! Yet another group has taken the position that the spirit-filled life is all about enjoying the presence of 

God with us - it is all about joy! It is all about knowing that I am His child and feeling His love, and they are 

right too!  The "normal" Christian life is one in which we are becoming holy and therefore bearing much 

fruit - the fruit of the Spirit as described in Galatians 5: "Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control."  But the spirit-filled life, the abiding life, also equips us for service 

- it gives us power so we can ask for whatever we wish and God will do it and it fills us with great joy as we 

experience the continuous reality of Christ's presence within us. 

 

The vine and the branches word picture ties together the dominant theme of the Last Supper discourse of 

chapters 13-16 because more than anything else on that night Jesus wanted to teach His disciples about the 

Holy Spirit.  The word picture of the vine and branches is Jesus' way of telling us how we can maintain the 

filling of the Holy Spirit in our lives -- and what we should expect that life to be like.  The rest of the 

discourse is comprised of His teaching about the Holy Spirit, punctuated at regular intervals by His 

recurring admonition to them to love one another.  Let's see if we can highlight some of what He taught 

them about the Holy Spirit.  This list is by no means exhaustive, but it will give us a good beginning for our 

understanding of the person and the work of the Holy Spirit.  1) The Holy Spirit is personal.  Every once in 

a while, I hear someone talk about the Holy Spirit by using the pronoun "it" instead of "He."  The Holy 

Spirit is not an impersonal force like "the force" in the Star Wars movies.  He is a person just like Jesus.  2) 

The Holy Spirit is God.  When Jesus said, "If I go I will send you another comforter.  He is clearly implying 

that this other comforter (or counselor if you are reading the NIV) would be equal to Himself.  The whole 

discourse supports this understanding.  3) The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ.  I am very sure it took the 

disciples a while to understand all this but Jesus said not just that the Holy Spirit would come to them.  He 

said, "I will come to you."  We will make our home with you.   The Holy Spirit would be sent in Christ's 

name by the Father.  He would be the Spirit of Christ.  4) The Holy Spirit will actually live inside or indwell 

Christ's followers.  This, of course, is one of the great advantages we as believers today have over Christ's 

disciples during His earthly ministry.  Then, because He had taken upon Himself the limitation of a physical 

body, He could only be in one place at a time.  If Christ was with me here, then He could not be with you, 

there.  He could be aware of you but not with you.  Notice, because the Holy Spirit has come, He is with all 

of Christ's people, all of the time.  He is with me in New York and He is at the very same time indwelling 

my daughter and son-in-law in Australia and my other daughter in New Jersey and my son in the military.  

What a wonderful truth!  I do not think I could ever overestimate the importance of this thought.  Because 

God has given the Holy Spirit to us, it is absolutely proper to say that God lives inside of us!!  In fact, the 

Apostle Paul does say that when he talks about "Christ in you the hope of glory."  (Notice please that Paul 

recognizes an absolute identity between Christ and the Holy Spirit.  He didn't say the Holy Spirit in you, He 

said "Christ in you ..")  5) The Holy Spirit is sent by both the Father and the Son.  In chapter 14 Jesus says 

the Father will send the Holy Spirit.  In chapters 15 and 16 He says the Son will do it.  There is a unity of 

action within the Godhead.  6) Following from that, chapter 16 tells us that the Holy Spirit is subordinate to 

both the Father and the Son.  Please do not interpret that last statement in such a way that you think of the 
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Spirit as less God because He is in subordination to the Father and Son.  That does not necessarily follow.  

He is equally God with the Father and Son, but He will never act independently of the other members of the 

Godhead.  7) He is a paraclete - that is the Greek word translated in the KJV as Comforter and as 

"counselor" by the NIV.  It is made up of two Greek words "para" which means "alongside" and “Kalleo” 

which means to "call."  So the Holy Spirit is literally the one who is called to the side of the believer.  

"Paraclete" can also mean advocate or defense attorney - one called alongside to defend.  It is in that sense 

that the word is used at the very beginning of 1 John chapter 2.  (You may wish to look up that verse.  It will 

thrill your heart!)  8) His job is to exercise what Packer calls a searchlight ministry toward Christ.  He will 

comfort Christians as Christ did by testifying to Christ, by teaching them about Christ, by helping them to 

remember the words of Christ.  His overall goal is to glorify Christ.  One church I pastored had a very tall 

stone steeple that was illuminated by night.  The spotlights that perform that task are so inconspicuous that I 

had been the pastor of the church for nearly two years before I actually noticed them.  But every night I 

admired the steeple they illuminated.  That is how the Holy Spirit works with reference to Christ.  9) The 

Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin and of righteousness and 10) the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth.  It is 

He who guides us into all truth. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow.   

  
1
 Packer on John 14-16 

 

WEEK 78, DAY 4                   JOHN 17 and 18 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read John chapters 17 and 18 and have ventured still 

further onto "holy ground."  The Last Supper discourse with its emphasis upon the new commandment and 

the coming ministry of the Holy Spirit ended with chapter 16, but chapter 17 is equally significant because it 

records for us in some length the prayer Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night He knew He 

would be betrayed. 

 

In the many months we have been reading God's Word together, we have read some phenomenal prayers.  

We have eavesdropped on Abraham talking with God by the Oaks of Mamre.  We have worshipped with 

King David in fields and caves and palaces.  We have interceded with Jeremiah and felt his anguish and we 

have quietly listened to the triumphant faith of Daniel.  But we have never listened yet to a prayer like this 

one.  This is the Son of God, facing His death on the cross, committing Himself to the will and purpose of 

God, praying for Himself, but even more concerned for His disciples, the ones with Him there in the 

Garden, - and the ones, like us, who would not even be born for many centuries. 

 

We have been taught by tradition to call the prayer of Matthew 6 the Lord's Prayer, but in truth, the real 

Lord's Prayer is found in John 17.  The other is really the disciples’ prayer -- a wonderful model for us to 

use in our own communication with God, but he real Lord's Prayer is the one we find here in John chapter 

17. 

 

The first part of Jesus' prayer in chapter 17 gives us a little glimpse into what it must have been like for 

Christ before He became one of us - before the incarnation.  "Father," He prays, "glorify your Son, that your 

Son may glorify you…I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And 

now Father glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began."  Do you 

remember how the Book of John began -- or more precisely, where it began?  "In the beginning was the 
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Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."  It begins before time, before creation, with 

the Triune God dwelling in glory.  Have you ever really stopped to think of what Christ had to give up to 

become a human being like us?  There are a few passages of scripture, like the one in Philippians chapter 2, 

which push us pretty hard in the direction of thinking about it.  But most of us have never spent much time 

pondering the subject.  The pre-incarnate Christ had all the glory of God.  He was worshipped and adored 

by the myriads of angels.  All of creation was His to command.  He was dwelling in indescribable glory.  All 

of that He gave up for us.  And all of that would be His to take up again but between Gethsemane and glory 

there was one monumental obstacle: the cross.  But glory for its own sake was not the end for Jesus.  It was 

the means to an even greater end - the giving of glory to the Father.  The ultimate goal of Jesus Christ, and 

the ultimate goal of every single Christian ought to be the glory of God alone.  Nothing, absolutely nothing 

is as important as that.  Do you remember the first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism: "What is 

the chief end of man?"  The answer is this: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 

forever." 

 

The bulk of Christ's prayer, however, is not directed toward Himself but toward His disciples, and 

ultimately toward us.  The topics of His concern are two fold: protection for His disciples and unity among 

those same disciples.  He asks God to protect His followers from the world and from the Evil One who is 

the enemy of their souls.  He says of His disciples, while I was with them I protected them.  But now that I 

am leaving them I am committing them to your sovereign care. 

 

There are two things I want for us to consider about this plea.  The first is as disciples of Christ, we are 

living in a hostile environment - enemy territory, if you will.  I don't think that is news to you, but it is 

important that we regularly remind ourselves of that.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, "We wrestle not 

against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places."  We 

need to remember in our own strength we will not stand, we need God's protection. 

 

The second thought that emerges from this part of Jesus' great prayer is that while we are here upon this 

earth, our mission is to be "in" the world without being "of" the world.  All through history, there have been 

Christians whose desire was to keep as far away from the world as possible.  "Isolation" is a word that 

would well describe their philosophy and their relationship to the world.  That is not what Jesus prayed for, 

and that is not what He modeled either.  With the protection of God and with lives that are cleansed or 

sanctified by His word, we can meet the challenge that Christ's prayer puts before us, to be His disciples 

who live in the world but are not of the world. 

 

In addition to praying for protection, Jesus also prayed for unity among the believers.  Christ not only 

commanded us to love each other, He prayed for that as well.  Yesterday, however, we found Jesus saying 

the world will know whether or not we are His disciples by whether or not we love one another.  But now in 

this prayer, he says something just a bit different.  "May they be brought to complete unity to let the world 

know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me."  In the upper room He gave 

unbelievers the right to judge whether you and I are His legitimate followers, on the basis of whether we 

love each other.  In the Garden He said that the world will judge whether or not He was truly sent by the 

Father by whether or not we love one another.  In His powerful little book, The Mark of the Christian, Dr. 

Francis Schaeffer calls love the "final apologetic" - the most powerful argument the church will ever 

advance for the reality of the claims of Jesus Christ.  The presence of that love and the supernatural unity 

that accompanied it was in the early church enough to cause many to respond to the message of the cross.  

Sadly, the absence of that same love and unity in many 21st century fellowships has allowed many others to 

conclude that the story of Jesus and the gospel is a fairy tale with no basis in reality.  Never forget. The 
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world is watching us and will decide upon the claims of Christ, not on the basis of historical and intellectual 

arguments but on the basis of what they see in the lives of His disciples. 

 

From the report of the arrest of Christ onward, the account in the gospel of John resembles that of the other 

three gospels more closely than at any other point in his whole book.  There are some details in John that are 

missing from the Synoptics:  Malchus is mentioned by name for example, and the "trial" before Annas 

which John talks about is not mentioned by Matthew, Mark or Luke but by and large, John takes us through 

familiar material in chapter 18.   

 

Still a few things struck me as I reread the accounts this morning.  The first is once again the voluntary 

nature of Christ's actions.  Remember, He knew in advance what Judas was doing and had at least a few 

hours between the end of His discourse in the Upper Room and the arrival of the soldiers in the Garden.  It 

would have been the easiest thing in the world for Jesus to slip away to some hiding place in the desert of 

Perea, or just hold up in Lazarus' house in Bethany.  But Jesus stayed, and when the mob arrived He stepped 

forward to greet them. 

 

Whether it was the glory of His presence or their fear of what this miracle worker might do next, when Jesus 

challenged them, they drew back and fell to the ground.  It is clear enough that if Jesus had not gone with 

them voluntarily, He would not have been taken at all. 

 

The mention of Annas probably deserves a comment.  He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas the high priest 

who himself had served in that office from the year 7A.D. to 14A.D. and who was then succeeded by five 

sons and a son-in-law.  He was a very powerful man and functioned as a kind of "high priest emeritus."  He 

was probably brought into this affair to advise Caiaphas as to how to proceed such a sensitive matter. 

 

Even though we have already encountered Peter's betrayal in each of the synoptic gospels, it is important for 

us to at least note the fact that John, along with the synopticists tells us the same story, albeit with somewhat 

less detail.  It is John, however, who tells us that there was another disciple who gained entrance for both 

Peter and himself to the courtyard that night because he had some connection with the high priest's 

household.  As is his custom throughout the Book, the unnamed disciple is John himself.  And only John 

tells us the "rest of the story" concerning Peter's restoration.  We'll read about that on Monday. 

 

Did your reading today add anything to your mental picture of Pontius Pilate?  The first part of tomorrow's 

reading will also concern this unhappy procurator, but what we read today reveals him to have been a 

pragmatist and a cynic.  A practical man, he would go out to the Jewish leaders rather than compel them to 

defile themselves on the eve of the feast by entering his pagan household.  That pragmatic bent made him 

equally willing to punish a man that he knew to be innocent, if he thought it would placate the leaders of the 

people. 

 

Pilate was also a cynic.  There is sarcasm in his responses to this self-proclaimed king whose realm is 

spiritual and not of this world, and at the mention of "truth" Pilate utters the question for which he will be 

remembered with sadness for as long as men inhabit this earth.  "What is truth?" he sputters.  For the Roman 

ruler, as for most of the men and women of our own day, truth is a totally subjective thing.  There is no such 

thing as absolute truth.  Everything is relative, so if you have to let an innocent man die to restore order in 

your chaotic little world, it is no great moral dilemma.  You may not like it, but you agree to it -- you release 

Barabbas and reserve Jesus for judgment. 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 78, DAY 5                           JOHN 19 and 20 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read John 19 and 20 and have nearly finished the Book that 

many have called "The Gospel of Belief." 

 

I am sure you took special note of verses 30 and 31 of chapter 20.  As I have told you before, these two 

verses are very important because they "explain" John's purpose in writing this book and give us a strong 

clue to his major criteria for including (or omitting) material.  John leaves us in absolutely no doubt that all 

of the gospels taken together cannot be said to give us anything like a complete accounting of the life of 

Jesus Christ, but they do give us enough data to enable us to make the critical decision about whether or not 

Jesus Christ was really who He claimed to be.  John has helped us to believe that "Jesus is the Christ, the 

son of the living God" and by believing, we have received the gift of eternal life "in His name." 

 

Chapter 19 is, of course, John's description of the crucifixion.  You all know the story so well that I am 

reasonably certain you discovered no new and surprising things this morning, but it will be worthwhile to 

notice a few details that are unique to John's account. 

 

First, John gives us some details of the conversation between Jesus and Pilate that are missing from the 

other gospels.  In a bit of striking irony, it is the prisoner who has been flogged, beaten and now stands 

ready to be condemned to a hideous death, who is composed and calm, while the judge is becoming 

increasingly agitated and afraid!  Jesus quietly tells Pilate that he has no real authority over Him except that 

which God has given. 

 

John also reports the response of the crowd when Pilate signaled his clear intention of setting Jesus free.  "If 

you are Caesar's friend you will not let this man go.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."  That 

was an unveiled threat.  Because of the ruthless manner in which Pilate had quelled a previous riot, the Jews 

had already sent a delegation to Rome to complain about Pontius Pilate.  He was well aware they had 

seriously eroded his credibility at the Emperor's court in Rome and one more such lobbying effort would 

probably succeed in unseating him from the procurator's chair.  In fact that would happen in a few more 

years.  He heard the threat and decided his job was more important than Jesus' life. 

 

Third, John tells us that at the mention of Christ's claim to be God's Son, Pilate became afraid.  (If you 

remember reading Matthew's account, it was probably just about this time that the messenger arrived from 

Pilate's wife telling him about the dream she had.)  As cynical as Pilate appears to have been, his encounter 

with Jesus shook him to his very core.  He knew Christ was a righteous man, but he was more afraid of men 

than of God.  A.B. Simpson once wrote a very powerful hymn reflecting on this very scene.  It is entitled 

"What will you do with Jesus."  If you are digging deeper today, you may wish to read that hymn and reflect 

upon it just a bit. 

 

Fourth, John mentions the appeal by the Jewish leaders for Pilate to change the wording of the sign over the 

cross from "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews" to "He said He was the King of the Jews."  Pilate 

refused their request.  He said, "What I have written I have written." 

 

Fifth, John takes a special interest in pointing out the connection between some of the things that happened 

that day and the Old Testament prophecies about Messiah.  He connects the gambling for Christ's garments 

to Psalm 22, and the word "I am thirsty" to the fulfillment of that same Old Testament Psalm.  The fact that 

His legs were not broken is linked to the Old Testament as well - probably John was thinking of the 
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Passover ritual and also of Psalm 34:20 at that point.  He also quotes Zechariah 12:10, "They will look on 

the one they have pierced."  (Try to remember that quote, we will find John referring to it again in the Book 

of Revelation.) 

 

Sixth, John records three of Christ's statements from the cross that are omitted in the other gospels.  He 

alone reports the brief word to Mary His mother and to John who identifies himself in chapter 19 as "the 

disciple whom Jesus loved."  They, along with Mary's sister and two other ‘Marys’ were standing right at 

the foot of the cross.  "Dear woman," he said indicating John, "Here is your son" and to John He said, "Here 

is your mother." 

 

Later John tells us He said, "I am thirsty" prompting the offer of some wine vinegar on a sponge and then at 

the end He said, "It is finished."  In Greek the word is “tetelestai” -- a commercial term which usually meant 

something much closer to our expression "Paid in full."  I am convinced that Jesus was not simply signaling 

the end of His life, but rather was telling us that His mission had been accomplished by the remission of our 

sins because by His substitutionary death on the cross He had completely paid the debt for our sin. 

 

Now because John's gospel is the last one we will read, it is probably worth drawing together all of Christ's 

words from the cross as we found them in all four gospels.  Though we cannot be exactly sure of the order 

in which they were spoken, because no one gospel contains them all, we can guess easily enough at the 

probable sequence.  There are seven words from the cross: 1) Father, forgive them for they know not what 

they do" -- Luke records that statement.  I am sure that it was made either while or right after the soldiers 

nailed Him to the cross.  2) "Mother, behold your son, son behold your mother" (from John's gospel) to 

Mary and to John at the foot of the cross.  3)  "Today you will be with me in paradise" (from Luke's 

account) to the repentant thief who asked for Christ to remember him when He came into His kingdom.  4) 

In today's reading, "I am thirsty" - it brought yet another part of the 22nd Psalm to John's mind.  5) "My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  That anguished cry is a direct quote from verse 1 of Psalm 22.  

Both Matthew and Mark record that Christ said this from the cross.  6) "It is finished" - “tetelestai” - from 

John's account and 7) "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit."  He would have said that, as Luke 

records, right before He died.  Jesus may have said other things while he was dying on the cross but these 

seven words are recorded for us and they have become a precious treasure to the church.  It is not done so 

much anymore, but when I was a younger man, every Good Friday, all the businesses and shops in town 

would close from 12:00noon to 3:00 in the afternoon and everyone would go to church.  Seven different 

speakers would be present and each one would preach a sermon on one of those seven words from the cross. 

 That would be a tradition well worth reviving!! 

 

It is unlikely that Christ would have said much more than this from the cross simply because given the 

physiological peculiarities of death by crucifixion, I am told that it is very difficult to speak at all.  One is 

gasping for air - it literally takes all of your energy just to die. 

 

The seventh thing that is unique to John's account of the crucifixion is the mention of Nicodemus who 

appears for the third time in chapter 19 and seems to have become a follower of Christ along with Joseph of 

Arimathea. 

 

Chapter 20 is my favorite account of the resurrection.  It begins with the discovery of an empty tomb by the 

women and a close examination of that tomb by Peter and John.  John was a apparently a faster runner so he 

got there before Peter did.  (The women had told them about the stone and the missing body.)  Did you 

notice the progression of language.  When John got to the tomb, it says he "looked in, glanced in, at the 
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strips of linen - that is the shrouds - long strips of cloth in which the body had been wrapped, much like a 

mummy.  But John didn't enter the tomb.  Peter had no such scruples and when he arrived a few moments 

later, he went inside and he "saw" the grave clothes as well including the headpiece "folded up by itself, 

separate from the linen."  The Greek word for "saw" is a different one from the one used of John at the 

entrance of the tomb.  It is closer to the English word "starred at" or "examined."  Then John came into the 

tomb and found Peter staring at the grave clothes and he "saw and believed," he understood.  In fact, the 

grave clothes turn out, apart from the appearances of Christ themselves, to be the strongest evidence for the 

resurrection that is possible.  Think about it.  The "explanation" offered by Christ's enemies was that the 

body had been stolen.  But how could grave robbers (or loyal disciples for that matter) steal the body 

without the wrappings, and the words regarding the head piece seem to indicate that the cloth had not been 

unwrapped but was still intact just as if the body were still in it. 

 

There is a fascinating relic in the Vatican called the Shroud of Turin which many believe is the burial 

shroud that Peter and John found that day.  It appears to contain an x-ray type image of a crucified man 

created either by means of a very clever forgery or by some unknown high-energy event.  It is probably wise 

to maintain a healthy skepticism but just maybe it is the real thing.  At least one of the scientists who 

examined it a few years ago as an agnostic is now a committed Christian. 

 

John records Christ's appearance to Mary Magdalene, to the disciples in the Upper Room and then one week 

later to that prince of skeptics, Thomas, who put his fingers into the wounds and then said, "My Lord and 

My God." 

 

Our time is gone, but I hope you noticed the fact that when Christ appeared to the disciples by passing 

through the locked doors of the room in which they were hiding, he breathed on them and said, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins they will be forgiven.  If you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven."  This passage is somewhat problematic because according to Luke, the Holy Spirit did not come 

to them until the day of Pentecost. 

 

The most satisfactory explanation is that this was a kind of acted out prophecy which did not really come 

true for the disciples until the Spirit fell upon them in the Upper Room on Pentecost. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

    


