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WEEK 76, DAY 1    KNOW THE WORD              ESTHER 4, 5, 6 and 7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 76 of Know the Word.  Today we read chapters 

4 - 7 of the Book of Esther and saw how the intervention of Esther the Queen and the providence of God 

worked together to bring deliverance to the Jews scattered throughout the provinces of Persia during the 

reign of Xerxes the king. 

 

Yesterday we met Mordecai and his niece Esther who after Xerxes deposed his queen named Vashti, 

emerged from a kind of Miss Persia pageant, to become Vashti's successor.  We also met Haman, a rich man 

who was advisor to the king and who harbored a demonic and pathological hatred for Mordecai and the 

Jewish people.  Haman's enormous pride launches him into a blind rage when Mordecai the Jew refused to 

bow down and pay him honor according to the command of the king.  Mordecai's refusal to pay Haman 

honor goes without explanation in the text, leaving open the possibility that the refusal like the expectation 

was rooted in overweening pride. 

 

Today, in chapters 4 - 7, we read about how providence combined with Esther's efforts to thwart the plan of 

Haman and save the Jews.  Haman ends up hanging from the scaffold erected at his command for the 

execution of Mordecai. 

 

One of the things I am sure you noted as you read yesterday and again today is the prominence of feasting in 

the Book of Esther.  In a quick read through of the entire Book this morning, I discovered ten different feasts 

-- just about every significant event in this whole Book occurs in the context of a feast.  I am not sure what 

significance we are meant to place upon that fact, but it surely tells us something about the way in which the 

affairs of everyday life in the Persian Empire were conducted.  These people apparently really like to party. 

 

In the account we read today, however, there were also two feasts recorded.  You will remember on Friday I 

told you the name of God is never used in the Book of Esther, nor is there any reference whatever to the 

temple or any formal religious ceremonies or practices.  There is not even a mention of prayer in this book, 

but fasting is talked about.  First we are told that when the word of Haman's edict calling for the destruction 

of the Jews was passed throughout the provinces there was great mourning among the Jews and they fasted. 

 Then we are told that when Esther agreed to risk her life and speak to the king, she requested that Mordecai 

mobilize all the Jews to fast for three days before she went into the king.  Now it is extremely curious that 

fasting is talked about but prayer goes completely unmentioned -- I cannot think of a single parallel 

anywhere else in scripture.  The two always go together and I believe we may assume both Esther and the 

entire Jewish community in Susa, did in fact, pray.  But for some reason which remains quite unclear even 

now, the specific activity of prayer is not ever mentioned in Esther's entire book.  I am sure Esther had some 

kind of reliance upon the God of heaven.  When she asked for the Jews to fast, she was also asking for their 

prayers. But it is worth noting that we are not told that Esther fasted, only that she asked others to do so.   

We are not told that anyone specifically prayed.  I cannot imagine a similar statement in the Book of 

Daniel!) 

 

Sackcloth and ashes were also mentioned in today's reading.  They were an universal sign of mourning and 

humiliation.  The Jews would put on sackcloth and ashes to repent, to mourn, to show humility, or at times 

of national emergency.  Even the king of wicked Nineveh in the Book of Jonah, understood the role of 

sackcloth and ashes.  He clothed himself in that way and commanded his entire city to follow suit. 

 

Now the most important words in the entire Book of Esther are located in chapter 4.  They are found in 
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verses 12-16.  Mordecai learns through Hathach, the court eunuch who is Esther's personal servant, that 

Esther is reluctant to take the plight of the Jews to the king because of the old Persian law that prescribed 

death to any who come unbidden to the king, unless he decided to grant mercy by extending his golden 

scepter to them.  The message Mordecai sent back contains an extremely important cluster of biblical 

principles.  The message deserves to be memorized because you will have a thousand opportunities to share 

it with people, who like Esther, are reluctant to do the right thing because they fear that the cost will be too 

great.  Mordecai's answer also proves that despite the absence of God's name from the Book, he at least 

knew some important truths about the way in which God acts with regard to His purpose and plan.  

Mordecai's answer to Esther's reluctance to go unbidden to the king was "Do not think that because you are 

in the kings' house, you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this point, relief and 

deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish.  And 

who knows but that you have come to the royal position for such a time as this?"  Actually there is not one 

but four principles there that deserve our complete attention and which, all by themselves, serve as a 

complete justification for the inclusion of this book in the Canon of scripture.  The first one has to do with 

the immutability of God's will and purpose, but I can state it much more plainly than that: "You cannot 

thwart the will of God."  His purposes will stand -- no matter what.  Whatever God has decreed will come to 

pass whether or not you choose to cooperate with Him!  The principle is stated in many places in the Word 

of God.  Two that come immediately to my mind are Isaiah 43:13 and Numbers 23:19.  The Isaiah passage 

says: "I am God, and from ancient days I am he.  No one can deliver out of my hand.  When I act, who can 

reverse it?"  The Numbers passage says, "God is not a man that he should lie, nor a son of man that he 

should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?"  The principle 

is very clear.  God's purposes will stand and will come to pass regardless of what you choose to do!  You 

cannot thwart the will of God.  If it is His will to deliver Israel, then it will be done no matter what Esther 

does or doesn't do.  The only problem is that if Esther chooses to abandon her God given opportunity, God's 

deliverance will rise from some other quarter and Esther will lose the blessing that could be hers if she acts 

courageously and righteously.  I don't know how you feel about this, my friends, but I take great comfort this 

morning from the realization that I cannot thwart the will of God. 

 

The second great principle that flows form these verses is directly related to the first since God's purposes 

are immutable, then no single human being is ever indispensable to God.  Every once in a while I hear 

someone say, "God needs you to do this" and every time I hear language like that, I cringe because God 

doesn't need anyone!  Mordecai was right!  If Esther had refused to act, God would have raised up someone 

else to do the job.  It would not go undone.  God's plan would not be thwarted by the rebellious 

disobedience of one puny human being!!  If Jonah hadn't gone to Nineveh, God would have sent someone 

else!  And if you refuse the task He calls you to do, it will still get done.  It's just that you will lose the 

blessing and the opportunity to be God's gracious instrument! 

 

The third principle is so closely related to the first two that it perhaps is only a different way of saying what 

we have already noted.  Mordecai's advice reminds us that God is omnipotent.  He can (and will) do 

anything at all to accomplish His purpose.  It looked to Mordecai that Esther was God's solution to the 

difficulty in which the Jews found themselves.  But if Esther would not respond, God could still solve their 

problem in any number of other ways so while there is great concern on Mordecai's part, there is no panic.  

If Esther will not do her part, the work will still be accomplished.  God is omnipotent! 

 

Finally, and perhaps most prominently in Mordecai's message, there is an understanding of the divine work 

of providence.  That doctrine, as you and I have noted several times before teaches us that God is always at 

work, arranging all the affairs of our lives so that all things work together for His glory and our good.  Next 
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to the story of Joseph, the events recorded in the Book of Esther give to us perhaps the best illustration we 

will find in all the Bible of this doctrine at work.  God, knowing the end from the beginning, and 

understanding what Haman would do to bring about the destruction of God's people so directed the course 

of events that first Mordecai would be in a position to uncover the plot against the king; secondly that Esther 

would be in a position to reveal it; that third she would be positioned to plead for the lives of her people; 

and fourth that the king would be disposed to listen.  Fifth Haman would have already constructed the 

instrument of his own judgment and sixth that on a certain night the king would be unable to sleep and by 

his wakefulness be reminded of Mordecai's service to him!  Mordecai was entirely correct.  God had 

brought Esther to the palace of Susa for just "such a time as this."  That is the doctrine of providence. 

 

A few years ago, I was reading a book written by Elisabeth Elliot and I came upon a striking example of 

how God applied this very passage of scripture in her life.  Her husband Jim was one of the pioneer 

missionaries who died at the hands of the Auca Indians in Ecuador in the 1950s.  She was left behind in a 

primitive culture which was obviously very dangerous.  Her great concern was for her young daughter.  

Some relatives and friends were advising her to take her child and return to the United States.  A South 

American rain forest was no place to raise a child by yourself.  That made a great deal of sense except for 

the fact that she firmly believed she had been called just as certainly as her martyred husband to bring 

Christ's life into that primitive place.  Should she follow the path of common sense and safety and abandon 

the call, or should she hang on to her calling and further imperil her child?  It was while reading this passage 

in the Book of Esther that the Spirit spoke and told her to stay in Ecuador.  The quest for safety is not a 

sufficient reason for ignoring the calling of God.  That is what Mordecai said to Esther.  So Elisabeth Elliot 

embraced the response on the young Jewish queen.  I will do what God has called me to, "And if I perish, I 

perish!" 

 

There is a delicious sense of irony in the scene in which the king seeks Haman's advice with regard to how 

he should honor a trusted servant.  In his prideful arrogance, Haman was sure the king had him in mind.  

Wouldn't you have loved to see the look on his face when King Xerxes told him to go and confer all of those 

honors upon Mordecai the Jew for whom he had already prepared a gallows! 

 

Last Friday I noted a few things that suggest that Esther and Mordecai -- though they were certainly God's 

instruments for the salvation of their people still may not be the best role models that you and I could 

identify for ourselves and our children.  Another example of that is evident in the fact that there is no move 

on the part of Esther to respond to Haman's plea for his life.  There is no forgiveness here.  We will have a 

bit more to say about all of this tomorrow. 

 

The sad fate of Haman, the son of Hammedatha, should serve as a somber warning to anyone who would 

oppose the chosen people of God be they Jews or Christians.  All through history there have been such 

oppressors and if we believe the scriptures, there will be others right up until the coming of our Lord in 

victory.  They will never prevail.  They will always perish themselves because an omnipotent God stands 

just behind the scenes and He will not allow anyone to mock His purpose! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 76, DAY 2                             ESTHER 8, 9, and 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished reading the Book of Esther by reading chapters 8 - 

10 of the last historical book of the Old Testament.  There are still some sections of the Book of Leviticus 

for us to read, but they have to do with ceremony, not history. 

 

Now the first, and most important point about the chapters we read today is that they record for us the origin 

of the Jewish feast called Purim.  A "pur" is a lot and suffix "im" is the plural form for Hebrew noun.  

Haman, we are told, cast a lot for the destruction of the Jews, so "Purim" is literally the feast of "the lots." 

 

The decrees of these ancient despotic kings were irrevocable -- I have never had an opportunity to 

investigate the logic behind that fact, but I suppose it is connected with the idea that a divine king (some of 

these rulers were believed to be gods and all were seen as the earthly representatives of some national deity) 

-- a divine king cannot be wrong or make a mistake so there would never be a reason to revoke or change a 

degree.  When Haman is hanged from his own gallows, there is a great sense of relief and of vindication.  

Justice has been done and the hateful enemy of the Jews is dead.  But the decree allowing for the slaughter 

of the Jews and the appropriation of all of their material goods still stands, and Xerxes himself cannot 

change it! 

 

We read about a similar situation in the Book of Daniel when King Darius was tricked into issuing an edict 

which would lead his faithful servant Daniel into a lion's den.  Like Darius before him, Xerxes finds himself 

unable to revoke a decree that he deeply regrets.  After yet another plea from his beautiful Hebrew queen, 

Xerxes gives his signet ring, the sign and seal of his authority to his new chief advisor, the Jew Mordecai, 

and Mordecai fashions a new edict designed to counter balance and even overturn the first one. 

 

This edict provides the Jews with the opportunity to defend themselves and authorizes them to attack their 

enemies and to appropriate the properties of any that they are able to vanquish.  Because the events which 

had so recently occurred in Susa were known throughout the empire, and because the new position of 

Mordecai as second only to the king himself was a very clear signal as to where the sentiments of Xerxes 

now were known to lie, many who might have attempted to join in Haman's wholesale slaughter of the Jews 

were frightened away. 

 

The Jews now became the aggressors instead of the defenders and not content to simply defend themselves 

they went on their own program and killed 75,000 of their enemies on the appointed day.  They refrained 

however from taking booty or spoils from those they had destroyed. 

 

I must confess the desire for vengeance that seems to be reflected not only in the attitudes of the Jews in 

general but also in Esther and Mordecai is a bit troubling to me.  After killing 500 of their greatest enemies 

in Susa, Esther asks permission to extend the killing for an extra day and for permission to publicly hang the 

corpses of the ten sons of Haman who had been included in the 500 killed that day.  Permission was granted 

and 300 more casualties were listed the next day.  This seems different to me than the sometimes bloody 

campaigns of Israel in the days of Joshua, for there the destruction was carried out at the command of God 

as judgment for sins attributed to a whole civilization.  This seems much more like revenge to me.  In light 

of these musings, I need to observe that while the details of what occurred are duly noted and the rejoicing 

of the Jews over their deliverance and triumph is also recorded, there is no indication in the text that this 

was done at God's bidding or that He in any way approved of the vengefulness with which it was 

accomplished. 
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According to chapter 9, the feast of Purim, which is still a part of the annual cycle of feasts celebrated by the 

Jewish religion was initiated as a result of the letter which Mordecai sent to the Jews in all the provinces of 

Persia.  "He wrote to them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one 

another and gifts to the poor."…"These days," the account continues, "should be remembered and observed 

in every generation, by every family, in every province and in every city.  And these days of Purim should 

never cease to be celebrated by the Jews..." 

 

Because of this statement that Mordecai recorded these events, many students have concluded that the Book 

of Esther was written by Mordecai.  I'm not sure there is sufficient evidence for us to pass judgment one way 

or the other. 

 

Our newly acquired acquaintance with the feast of Purim presents us with a good opportunity to summarize 

what we have learned about the major feasts and holidays of the Jewish year.  The Passover was celebrated 

on the 14th day of the first month, the month of Abib (by our calendar it falls in March or April).  It was a 

day given to remember Israel's deliverance from Egypt and the night the angel of death passed over Egypt.  

The day of Passover is linked to the feast of unleavened bread which lasted for the seven days following the 

Passover.  The Passover lamb is eaten on the first day, followed by seven days fare of unleavened bread and 

the making of offerings to remember how the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt.   

 

The feast of weeks comes next -- in the third month, (our May and June).  It is called the feast of Pentecost 

and harvest.  As its last name indicates, it is a festival of joy involving offerings and giving thanks for God's 

care and blessing. 

 

The feast of trumpets later came to be called Rosh Hosannah, New Year's day.  It is celebrated in the 

seventh month (Tishri) (September or October), a one-day celebration commemorated with trumpet blasts 

and sacrifices. 

 

Ten days later comes the holiest day of all the year - Yom Kippur - the day of atonement.  This is the day 

when the high priest entered the holy of holies to secure the forgiveness of God for himself and his people 

for one more year. 

 

Five days later the third major feast of the year occurs.  It is the feast of tabernacles or booths.  The people 

were expected the move out of the city into temporary dwellings.  It memorialized the journey from Egypt to 

Canaan. 

 

In the month of Kislev on the 25th day -- mid-December for us, the feast of Hanukkah commemorating the 

rededication of the temple after Antiochus Epiphanes' desecration is celebrated.  This feast is mentioned in 

the 10th chapter of John. 

 

Finally in the 12th month of the Jewish year, Adar, comes Purim.  It is celebrated in February or March of 

our year. 

 

We have mentioned five feasts: 1) unleavened bread; 2) Pentecost; 3) tabernacles; 4) Hanukkah; and Purim, 

as well as three holy days -- 1) Passover, 2) Rosh Hashanah; and 3) Yom Kippur.  I hope this brief journey 

through the Hebrew liturgical year will be useful to you as you continue to read and study the Word of God. 

 

A few minutes ago I mentioned that though the Jews extracted vengeance upon their enemies, they did not 
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take booty -- they did not appropriate the property of their enemies.  The reason is probably very closely 

related to a battle that Israel had fought and won many years before.  Haman was an Agagite.  That probably 

means he was a descendent of Agag the Amalekite. 

 

You may remember that King Saul once fought and won a battle with the Amalekites in which God gave a 

great victory to the Israelites.  Agag, the Amalekite king was taken alive, but contrary to God's clear 

instruction through Samuel the prophet, Agag was spared and again, against the clear command of God 

much booty was taken and preserved for Israel.  It should have all been destroyed.  That was the cause of 

God's final rejection of King Saul.  It came when Samuel denounced Saul with the words, "To obey is better 

than sacrifice."  The kingdom was given to David instead.  In that story recounted in I Samuel 15, we have 

the key to the repeated and emphatic insistence that though in the Book of Esther they killed their enemies, 

the Jews took no booty.  They were attempting to do right what King Saul had done wrong. 

 

They too were dealing with the Amalekites.  They too had been granted victory, but unlike Saul, they would 

not take the booty for themselves and incur the wrath of the sovereign God. 

 

Thus ends the last Old Testament Book of history.  The non-canonical books of Maccabees take the story 

down to the time in the second century before Christ with a good degree of accuracy and reliability and then 

there is silence.  You should know the Maccabean books though highly regarded and accepted as good 

historical documents by the Jews of Jesus' day were never believed to be canonical or included in the Old 

Testament scriptures. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 76, DAY 3             MALACHI 1, 2, 3 and 4; PSALM 113 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning we read the last of the minor prophets and the last book 

of the Old Testament.  We read Malachi chapters 1-4 and the 113th Psalm. 

 

The name Malachi simply means "My messenger."  Since the term occurs in the 7th verse of chapter 2 and 

the first verse of chapter 3, and since both prophets and priests were called messengers of the Lord, some 

have thought that "Malachi" is simply a title and not a man's personal name.  The Septuagint version of the 

Old Testament supports that view by translating the noun in chapter 1, verse 1 as "My messenger."  It is still 

likely, however, that Malachi was indeed the prophet's personal name. 

 

In Nehemiah's book we found him addressing the issues of tithing, Sabbath breaking, intermarriage and 

unfit priests.  These are all relevant issues in the Book of Malachi as well.  Malachi writes after Nehemiah's 

term of office had ended, for he mentions a governor in chapter 1 verse 8 that we read today which almost 

certainly is not Nehemiah.  Writing after Nehemiah, however, the sins to which he alludes are the same ones 

we met in Nehemiah -- priests who are not faithful, marriages that do not honor God, tithes that are not 

being brought to the Lord -- the similarities are obvious. 

 

It has been a long time since I have broken out in song in our time together, but the connection between 

Psalm 113 and Malachi 1:11 makes it inevitable this morning: [Sing "From the Rising of the Sun, To the 

going down of the same,  My Lord's name is to be praised."]  Some of you are scratching your heads now 

and saying I know he sang that chorus once before -- I did -- when we discovered very similar language in 

the 45th chapter of the Book of Isaiah.  What this demonstrates is the degree to which the writers of 
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scripture were themselves steeped in scripture.  The really interesting thing here is that Malachi's use of 

Psalm 113 is in the context of a sentence attributed by Malachi directly to God Himself.  It is God, not the 

prophet who quotes the Psalm here.  Since God Himself is the author of all scripture even though some of it 

passes through the heart and mind of a human author before being written down in the Word of God, it is 

not a problem to have God quoting a Psalm, but I find it both interesting and important because it 

underscores the divine nature of all the Bible. 

 

The period in which Malachi brings his prophecy is important to us because it is a time of relative quiet.  

There is no national emergency right now, as in Jeremiah's time.  The task of rebuilding the temple and wall 

is complete.  Things are actually going along pretty smoothly in Israel, and that is one of the big problems.  

Times of peace and relative affluence tend to breed complacency and that is what Malachi (and we too) 

must face. 

 

The most memorable items in the prophecy of Malachi are found in chapters 3 and 4 but I would like to call 

your attention to several things we encountered today in chapters 1 and 2.  The main theme of these two 

chapters is the unfaithfulness of the priests and of the people which God's prophet rebukes, but before the 

scolding begins, there is an opening paragraph in which Malachi affirms God's great love for His people.  It 

starts with the most important thing that Israel (and we) can know.  God says: "I have loved you." 

 

I have to stop right here and tell you that I am sure Malachi was a terrific preacher.  I am sure of that 

because of the way in which the Book is structured.  It is built around a dialogue.  Malachi makes a 

statement or reports one made by God.  Then an obvious question is raised in the minds of his hearers and it 

is stated and the prophet responds to the question.  That is exactly the way in which the best preaching is 

conducted.  The statement is made and then the preacher anticipates the questions that will come to the 

minds of his hearers.  He poses their questions for them and then answers them.  Malachi must have been a 

great preacher.  Accordingly the way to read this little book is to find the thesis that God is positing, note the 

question which follows, which will always begin with the words "But you ask ..." and then see the response 

God's prophet gives to the question. 

 

Thesis No. 1 "'I have loved you,' says the Lord,"  Question:  "But you ask 'How have you loved us?"  What 

is informing the question is the fact that God has judged Israel and Judah with military defeat and exile from 

which only Judah has returned so in the minds of some at least, the extent of God's love is open to question. 

 God's answer to the question is a comparison between His dealings with Jacob the father of Israel and Esau 

and the people he fathered -- Edom.  The Jews have come back from exile and will again prosper, but Edom 

even if it is rebuilt, will only be crushed again and destroyed.  God has loved Israel. 

 

Thesis No. 2 - "Israel's priests have not respected God."  Question: "How have we shown contempt for your 

name?"  Answer - The sacrifice of blemished animals, and contemptuous treatment of the Lord's sacrifices. 

 

Thesis No. 3 - "You have wearied the Lord with your words."  Question: "How have we wearied Him?"  

Answer: By questioning the justice of God. 

 

Thesis No. 4 - "You have robbed God."  Question: "How do we rob God?"  Answer: By not tithing! 

 

Thesis No. 5 - "You have spoken harshly against God."  Question: "What did we say?"  Answer: You have 

said it is futile to serve God -- It doesn't do any good! 
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Keep your eyes open for this "dialogical" device and you will have no difficulty understanding the Book of 

Malachi. 

 

In dealing with these issues which are just as relevant to our day and age as they were in Malachi's time, the 

writer of the last Old Testament book gives us some very powerful principles and statements that deserve to 

be firmly fixed in our minds as we endeavor to better Know the Word!  Here is my catalog of relevant 

principles for our day as well as Malachi's. 

 

Principle No. 1 - We dishonor God when we bring offerings that are blemished.  The priests and the people 

were bringing offerings to the temple in Malachi's day.  They were doing their duty.  But they were bringing 

animals that were less than perfect.  If a lamb had a disease and might not grow to full maturity anyway or 

had a market value that was diminished because of its imperfection, these people brought it for sacrifice 

instead of the costlier perfect animal.  God wasn't pleased at that. 

 

You and I are not required to bring animals for sacrifice, but I am sure much more often than we would like 

to admit, the sacrifices we do bring are less than the best we could bring.  If the governor would not be 

pleased with a second rate offering, how do you think God feels when you offer that which is second rate to 

Him?? 

 

Principle No. 2 - Marriage is very important to God.  To profane it by marrying someone who does not 

honor Him or by breaking your marriage vows in divorce is detestable to Him.  Many of you were already 

familiar with what the Book of Malachi has to contribute to the Christian view of marriage and divorce.  

God's attitude is stated here more bluntly than anywhere else in scripture.  God hates divorce.  That is as 

succinct a statement as you will ever find on the subject. 

 

Now once again, because those words will cut deeply into the hearts of many of you, I need to remind you 

that God's grace is greater than any sin we ever have or ever will commit.  God hates every sin but He also 

will forgive any sin which is confessed and brought to the foot of Christ's cross.  Divorce is not the 

unpardonable sin and there most certainly is forgiveness and life after divorce.  Nevertheless be very sure of 

this, God hates it.  There can be no compromise on that issue. 

 

Never marry an unbeliever -- if you do, you have violated a strict principle of God's Word, and never forget 

if you are a Christian you must be irrevocably committed to your marriage and spouse.  For you there is no 

exit door marked "Divorce -- irreconcilable differences."  Malachi's closing words in this section of his book 

are important: "So guard yourself in your spirit and do not break faith." 

 

Principle No. 3 - Justice will be done.  Never question God.  Malachi's hearers like believers in every age, 

were easily tempted to look around and see that the wicked were doing very nicely and seemed not to have 

any reason to be concerned about a holy God.  "Isn't God ever going to judge them?" was their thought.  

Malachi answers that objection with a promise, at the beginning of chapter 3, that God will judge, that 

justice will be done, that "Malachi" -- my messenger will prepare the way for the Lord who will suddenly 

come to His temple.  That prophecy sounds very Messianic indeed (and it was a prophecy regarding Christ.) 

 

It can be coupled with the end of chapter 4 when Malachi says that "Elijah" will return before "that great 

and dreadful day of the Lord comes."  Jesus in the New Testament applied these words to John the Baptist 

but a good many Bible students are awaiting a second more literal fulfillment before Christ returns to judge 

the world. 
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Christ will return.  And we know that when He returns He will judge the earth and execute absolute justice. 

Until then we need to leave the keeping of accounts and distributing of judgment entirely to Him. 

 

Malachi's words concerning the judgment of Christ upon the earth are stirring and frightening.  George 

Frederick Handel has made verses 2-3 of chapter 3 very well known by means of a famous oration in "The 

Messiah" -- "Who may abide the day of His coming, for He is like a refiner's fire."   

 

Principle No. 4 - If we will fulfill our obligation to tithe, God will honor His promise to bless.  I honestly do 

not understand how anyone who has read the third chapter of the Book of Malachi can possibly conclude 

that they are not obligated to give back ten percent of their income to the Lord.  The language here -- as in 

the matter of divorce, is very blunt and plain.  If you do not tithe are you "robbing God?"  It is a plain and 

simple obligation that we have.  But, it is also a self-serving, beneficial obligation, for if we honor God, He 

promises to "throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing upon us that we will not have 

room to contain."  From a purely selfish point of view, I do not know how anyone could refuse to tithe.  The 

sad reality is that most do!!  If we fulfill our obligation to tithe, God will honor His promise to bless. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 76, DAY 4                         PSALM 65, 66, 67 and 68 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Psalms 65 - 68.  I selected this set of four Psalms 

because the last of the four (which belong together) has two points of connection with the Book of Malachi -

- one thematic and one musical!  Since the musical connection is only one of passing curiosity, I'll deal with 

that first.  The musical connection comes through George Frederick Handel and that most wonderful of 

oratorios "The Messiah."  In the Book of Malachi we found the source of the stirring song, "For He is like a 

refiner's fire."  That is a powerful piece and I am sure most of you will recall having heard it at least at time 

or two.  Psalm 68 contains the source of another wonderful part of the "The Messiah."  Verse 11 says, "The 

Lord gave the word and great was the company of the preachers."  Handel took that verse and produced a 

magnificent chorus which is much less well known but stirs my blood and soul every time I hear or sing it.  

Since one voice could never do it justice, and since I have already sung once this week I'll spare you my 

rendition but encourage you to find a record or CD of the whole Messiah (the edited versions always skip it) 

and listen to the chorus, "Great was the company of the preachers."  You will not be disappointed. 

 

That was the superficial connection.  The thematic one connects to the prophecy of Malachi that the Lord 

will suddenly come to His temple.  Psalm 68 gives us the Psalmists version of that great prophetic event 

described in the poetry of the greatest hymn writer Israel ever knew -- King David.  Using images drawn 

from the history of Israel from Moses' time to David's, and written you will remember before there even was 

a temple to which the procession it describes could come, it is David's attempt to describe the eschatological 

event of Messiah coming to His temple! 

 

You probably also noted a paragraph in Psalm 68 that provides the basis for a mysterious passage in 

Ephesians chapter 4.  "When you ascended on high, you led captives in your train; you received gifts from 

men, even from the rebellious -- that you, O Lord God, might dwell there."  Paul uses this passage from 

Psalm 68 to speak about the resurrection, ascension and present rule of Christ over His church. 

 

Paul's use of Psalm 68 in Ephesians 4 is yet another example of an Old Testament passage which clearly is 

speaking about God which the New Testament writer takes and confidently applies to Jesus Christ.  If there 

were any question whatever about the deity of Christ, he could not do that!! 
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Psalm 68, which is the last of the four that comprise this group of Psalms was clearly meant to be used as a 

kind of processional.  It is possible that David wrote it to be used on the day the ark was finally brought to 

its resting place in Jerusalem or even for the day when by faith he could envision it being carried to its new 

permanent resting place in a temple which he could only dream of but Solomon would actually build.  In 

either case the Psalm seems to look far beyond even that to the coming of the King Himself to His temple in 

a way that Malachi envisioned. 

 

The procession begins with a kind of prayer: "May God arise, may his enemies be scattered ... may the 

righteous be glad and rejoice before God, may they be happy and joyful."  A brief paragraph follows telling 

us that God is a benevolent ruler, then the highly poetic but nonetheless clear reference to the journey from 

Sinai to the Promised Land.  From the Acts of God in the past the Psalmist expresses faith with regard to 

what God will do in the future -- a great example of how God expects the righteous to reason and a 

tremendous reason for you and I to have the best understanding possible of what God has done for His 

people in the past.  When we know what He has done in the past it tends to greatly enhance our faith for 

tomorrow. 

 

Then as the procession nears its destination it comes into the view of all the people.  The musicians are 

leading the way.  The Psalms are full of notations that instruct us as to how important God considers music 

to be in our worship of Him.  The singers and instrumentalists always lead the way.  Do you remember 

reading in the Book of 1 Chronicles that there were 4000 trained instrumentalists and 288 trained singers 

among the Levites? 

 

No wonder music is such an important part of our worship services today! 

 

In the procession that unfolds in the mind's eye of David as he writes this hymn, he sees the little tribe of 

Benjamin leading the way.  This perhaps is because Israel's first king -- Saul, came from Benjamin. 

 

The other three Psalms, 65, 66 and 67 which are linked to Psalm 68 -- and which we read together this 

morning, are found together perhaps because they were used as different parts of a liturgical or "prayer 

book" service.  Psalm 65, like 68, is attributed to King David but 66 and 67 go without any ascription of 

authorship.  If I had to arrange them as a service, however, I would start with 68 which is obviously a 

processional.  Next I would put 65 and 66 probably in reverse order though it would not make a huge 

difference because both are given over to celebrating the fact that God answers the prayers of His people.  

Psalm 67 would close the service.  It is clearly a benediction which begins by quoting the most famous Old 

Testament benediction.  It is from the 6th chapter of Numbers and from the heart and pen of Moses.  "The 

Lord bless thee and keep thee, the Lord make his face to shine upon thee and give thee peace ..." I will never 

tire of that benediction blessing.  Psalm 67 begins by quoting it directly. 

 

Psalms 65 and 66, as I said, celebrate God's faithfulness in answering prayer.  Psalm 65 begins "Praise 

awaits you, O God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled.  O you who hear prayer, to you all men will 

come."  Psalm 66 ends, "But God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer.  Praise be to God, who 

has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!" 

 

Both of these Psalms will help us to develop our understanding of prayer if we will take a little effort to 

think about them.  The very first thing that Psalm 65 mentions in prayer is the fact that "when we were 

overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions."  It is simply stated as an item for praise, but its 
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prominence at the head of the list of things for which the Psalmist is thankful and at the head of the list of 

the kinds of prayer God answers says some very important things to us.  David understood, and so must we, 

that if God does not answer our prayers for forgiveness of sin it would not matter if He did answer any other 

prayers.  Our prayers of confession need to come first and it is upon the ground gained by sin forgiven that 

we stand to make every other kind of petition to God.  Prayers of confession come first.   

 

Psalm 66, which probably comes from the pen of some other Psalmist ends with two verses of scripture that 

you and I ought to memorize.  "If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God 

has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer."  Psalm 65 begins by linking prayer and confession of sin. 

 It basically reminds us that of all the prayers we pray, our prayers of confession are the most important or at 

least have the place of highest priority because everything else flows from them.  Psalm 66 reinforces that 

point by affirming in its conclusion that if I have not confessed my sins, God is not obliged to listen to any 

other prayers that I pray. 

 

Only a few days ago I know I made this same point, but it cannot be made too often -- the biggest reason so 

many Christian men and women have so little power in prayer -- is the great cause of spiritual anemia that 

saps the prayer lives of so many.  The number one reason that thousands of Christians have concluded that 

"prayer doesn't work for me" is their own stubborn refusal to confess known sin and to deal with the issues 

of disobedience and rebellion in their lives: "If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have 

listened." 

 

I'm back now!  I need to tell you I had to shut down the computer and lay down the microphone a moment 

ago to be sure my own heart was clean before going any further with this recording.  The old divines had a 

wonderful little exhortation that you and I could benefit from.  They urged their flocks to "keep short 

accounts with God" - to deal immediately with any known sin.  Get it forgiven as soon as  you are aware of 

it - don't let anything come between you and your fellowship with the Master. 

 

A textual note in my NIV Study Bible sums up the content of Psalm 65 very well.  (By the way - a good 

study Bible -- like the NIV Study Bible published by Zondervan - or one of any number of other good study 

Bibles -- is an indispensable tool for serious Bible study.  There is only one thing you need to remember and 

that is to actually take the time to read the notes and use the cross-references.  I doubt any other single tool 

including even your faithful new Bible Dictionary will be more helpful to you.)  Anyway the note in my 

Study Bible says that: Psalm 65 is "a hymn in praise of God's great goodness to His people.  In answer to 

their prayers 1) He pardons their sins so that they continue to enjoy the 'good things' of fellowship with Him 

at His temple (vv 3-4); 2) He orders the affairs of the world so that international turbulence is put to rest and 

Israel is secure in her land; and 3) He turns the promised land into a veritable Garden of Eden." (NIV Study 

Bible; Zondervan; NIV text note; Psalm 65; p. 850) 

 

Psalm 66, which starts like the 100th Psalm with the command to "Shout with joy to God, all the earth!" is 

built around two wonderful invitations: First to come and see what God has done - to look at history and 

note His "awesome works" - a phrase that pops up in both Psalm 65 and 66 and finds expression in thought 

though without the exact words also in Psalm 68.  Come and examine the public record it says, and then the 

second invitation: "Come and listen ... Let me tell you what He has done for me!" 

 

That is as good an outline for testifying to the reality of God and Christ as I can think of.  Come and see the 

public record -- check out the facts, then come and listen while I tell you what He has done for me!! 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 76, DAY 5                   PSALMS 47, 48, 49 and 50 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Psalms chapters 47-50 and concluded Week 76 of 

Know the Word. 

 

Friends, Psalms are meant for singing, and I just can't help myself.  "Great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised, in the city of our God, in the mountain of His holiness.  Beautiful for situation the joy of the whole 

earth -- Is Mt. Zion on the side of the north, the city of the great King.  Is Mt. Zion on the side of the north, 

the city of the great King."  That is the beginning of Psalm 48 in the language of the King James translation. 

If the truth be told, there are very few of the 150 Psalms in the Psalter that have not had at least some 

portion set to music in the last few years.  This is the best way I know to memorize scripture!! 

 

Psalms 47 - 49 are attributed to the sons of Korah.  The last one, Psalm 50 has the name of Asaph at the top. 

Remember that even though David wrote more Psalms than anyone else, there are a great many of these 

ancient hymns that come from other pens and hearts as well.  Hebrew is an indistinct language when 

compared to Greek or English, so when the title says of the sons of Korah it may just as well mean "for" the 

sons of Korah, and probably that is how we should understand these titles.  The sons of Korah were the 

Levitical choir who had descended from Kohath, the son of Levi.  In David's day the leader of this choir was 

a man named Heman while Asaph whose name is attached to Psalm 50 led the choir of Gershonites.  

Jeduthan who is also called "Ethan" led the third great Levitical choir -- the Merarites. 

 

Remember when Nehemiah rededicated the city walls there were two great choirs.  In David's day there 

were three.  I wonder how pleased God really is with the lack of attention that we pay to the sacrifices of 

praise that are intended to make His name glorious! 

 

Psalm 47, the first of the Psalms we read this morning, is another processional Psalm clearly meant to be 

used at one of Israel's great feasts.  Some commentaries think it was used originally in connection with the 

feast of tabernacles, but we know in later times it was part of the liturgy used in the synagogues on Rosh 

Hashanah (New Year's Day) as the worshippers climbed the steps to the temple, they sang that "God has 

ascended amid shouts of joy and is seated on His holy throne."  That phrase rang very true in the ears of the 

early Christians who saw in it a prophetic reference to the ascension and enthronement of the Lord Jesus 

Christ "who ascended into heaven and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father." 

 

Did you notice in the 48th Psalm there is a key statement that forms the crux of virtually everything else that 

we read in these chapters today.  It is found in verse 8.  "As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of 

the Lord Almighty, in the city of our God: God makes her secure forever."  That is the thesis of this Psalm 

and of its much more famous brother Psalm 46 "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times 

of trouble..." 

 

The lesson Israel had to learn, the lesson it took the exile to learn, was that she couldn't depend on any other 

nation, not Assyria, not Egypt, certainly not Babylon.  But she could depend, if she would, upon God.  He 

would protect her. 

 

The security of the believer who wholly trusts in God is a major theme that binds these chapters together.  

Here it is in Psalm 49: "Why should I fear when evil days come, when wicked deceivers surround me."  In 

Psalm 50 God says, "I will deliver you and you will honor me."  Friends, if our trust is in the Lord, He will 

be our fortress, our defender, our security.  He is all we need. 
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Psalm 49 really caught my attention this morning.  Most of us, I suppose have at least a little susceptibility 

to the craving of just a little more material wealth than we already have.  Even though the Bible enjoins us 

to be content with what we have, every once in a while I get Tevye's disease.  Do you remember Tevye, the 

milkman in "Fiddler on the Roof" who amuses himself in the midst of his work by singing "If I were a rich 

man, liddle-diddle-diddle-day..."  Mark this Psalm down in your brain or your notebook because the next 

time you find yourself envying the wealthy family on the other side of town or daydreaming for long periods 

of time about why you and you alone deserve to be the Publisher's Clearing House's next ten million dollar 

winner, you will need to return to the 49th Psalm.  "All can see that wise men die; the foolish and the 

senseless alike perish and leave their wealth to others...Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when 

the splendor of his house increases, for he will take nothing with him when he dies."  This sounds a lot like 

Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, but it is the 49th Psalm. 

 

You will remember, I am sure, that the Old Testament does not have a great deal to say about life after 

death.  The Sadducees, whose Old Testament Canon included only the Torah, did not even believe in life 

after death.  But if you read carefully enough you will find, even in the Old Testament, ample reason for 

believing in an afterlife.  We have not yet read the Book of Job, but we will find it there.  You will 

remember perhaps one brief passage in the Book of Isaiah, and two suggestive portions of the Book of 

Ezekiel.  The fact that this life is not "all there is" but that it is only a prelude to an eternity where God, the 

righteous Judge will sovereignly reign with truth and justice, is a great corrective for us when we are 

tempted to become envious of those who do not do what is right but seem to enjoy tremendous material 

prosperity.  The Psalmist, reflecting on all those wealthy people says: "Their forms will decay in the grave, 

far from their princely mansions.  But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to 

himself."  Remember Psalm 49. 

 

The idea that God will deal justly with those who do not honor Him is one that ties Psalms 49 and 50 

together.  In the 50th Psalm God addresses two groups of people -- the righteous -- the consecrated ones and 

the evildoers who pretend to give allegiance to God but who in fact are thieves, adulterers and slanderers.  

The second half of the Psalm in which the Lord addresses the hypocrites who recite His laws but cast His 

words behind them is straightforward and unambiguous -- God says they cannot fool Him, that their actions 

have not gone unnoted and that His silence which they must take for ignorance, tolerance or weakness is 

only temporary.  He will judge them! 

 

The first portion of the chapter, however, demands a second glance because while He promises to deliver 

them and says He will not rebuke them, what follows sounds very much like a rebuke: "I have no need of a 

bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a 

thousand hills ... If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.  Do I eat the 

flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?"  If that is not a rebuke, then what is it? 

 

The answer to that question is that it is a reminder.  Israel was doing what God had commanded.  They were 

bringing sacrifices to the Lord.  But not for His benefit, for theirs.  That was what they sometimes 

misunderstood.  They were doing what they were supposed to do.  God was honored by that and He 

promises to honor them for their faithfulness.  What He does want them to remember is that sacrifices were 

never intended to be the most important thing to God.  In fact, they are not for Him.  They are for us.  

Remember the words of the prophet Samuel to King Saul: "To obey is better than sacrifice." 

 

There is one last thing about Psalm 50 to which I want to call your attention; it is the number of different 
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names for God that are used.  There are three different names in verse 1 alone: "The mighty one, God, the 

Lord."  He is also called "Judge", "The most high," and "Eloah" -- a rare name for God that shows up in 

verse 22. 

 

My friends, we have now finished Week 76 of Know the Word and with it we have concluded both the 

historical and prophetic portions of the Old Testament.  In the Old Testament we have finished with: 

Genesis, Exodus and Numbers (portions of Leviticus and the Book of Deuteronomy remain awaiting our 

attention); Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and 2 Samuel, I and 2 Kings, I and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and 

Esther are all behind us; Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon are finished with about one-third of 

the Psalms remaining.  Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, all the prophets, are finished.  If you 

were counting, that is 34 of the 39 Books of the Old Testament and the greater part of Psalms are finished.  

In the New Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, Romans, I and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, Colossians, I and 2 Thessalonians, I and 2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon are all done;  James 

and I and 2 Peter as well.  That is 20 of the 27 New Testament Books. 

 

We are getting very, very close to accomplishing our goal.  I am very proud of your persistence. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday!! 

   


