
 

 
 
 1 

WEEK 72, DAY 1    KNOW THE WORD              DANIEL 5 and 6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 72 of Know the Word.  This morning we read 

Daniel chapters 5 and 6 and finished the biographical segment of the Book of Daniel.  The stories we have 

been reading so far are very familiar to anyone who ever went to Sunday School, but they are still rich and 

full of meaning. 

 

The story of Belshazzar's feast and the story of Daniel in the lion's den are two old time favorites but 

perhaps there is still something I can show you today that is new. 

 

The first thing I want to talk to you about today concerns the identity of Belshazzar the king.  Up until a few 

decades ago, Daniel chapter 5 was one of the brightest feathers in the caps of critics who challenged the 

authenticity of the Word of God.  The account before us seemed to them to be conclusive proof that the 

writer of this Book could not have been the Daniel of the sixth century B.C.  They thought this because no 

known list of Babylonian kings mentioned Belshazzar.  According to the Greek historian Herodotus and 

other sources, the last king of the Babylonian dynasty was named Nabonidus and he was not related to 

Nebuchadnezzar but was a usurper who took the throne of Babylon after the death of Neriglissar who 

reigned from 560 to 556 B.C. 

 

The argument of the critics, however, began to unravel quite badly after the discovery of what 

archaeologists have come to call the Nabonidus chronicles -- some Cuneiform tablets which reveal that in 

the later part of his reign, Nabonidus shared his power with his son Belshazzar.  Apparently, due to the 

effects of some contagious disease (maybe leprosy) Nabonidus was not even living in the city of Babylon 

when it fell to the Medes but Belshazzar was and he was functioning as the reigning king even though his 

father Nabonidus was still alive.  This by the way would explain a very interesting detail of Daniel chapter 

5.  Did you notice that when Daniel was able to interpret the words written on the palace wall that 

Belshazzar made him "the third highest ruler in the kingdom" - the third highest.  Why not the second 

highest?  The answer to that, of course, is that Belshazzar himself was only the second highest - Nabonidus, 

though absent was still the true king of Babylon. 

 

Now just one hundred years or so later, the Greek historian Herodotus did not know about the arrangement 

between Nabonidus and Belshazzar.  The biblical critics who do not want to admit the possibility of the true 

prophecy say the Book of Daniel had to be produced in the middle of the second century B.C. - after the 

things it prophesies about Antiochus Epiphanes (we'll read about that later this week) had already happened. 

They thought that the story of Belshazzar was a complete fabrication.  But now there is evidence that 

Daniel's story is entirely accurate - at least with regard to what it says about Belshazzar.  It contains 

information that could not have been available during the period of time when the critics say the book was 

written. 

 

Now, just so that I do not create a wrong impression here you need to know that some details of this account 

still lack confirmation.  So far as I know, there is still no extra biblical confirmation of the man the Bible 

calls Darius the Mede.  Secular historians do know about a Persian leader named Darius, but he comes quite 

a bit later.  Nor is there any firm explanation of how Nabonidus could be called the son of Nebuchadnezzar 

though a reasonable supposition may be that he married a surviving daughter of the great king in order to 

legitimize his claim to the Babylonian throne.   In light of the progress that archaeological discovery has 

made in confirming the accuracy of the biblical account however, I am content to wait until further research 

turns up more data. I am not afraid that anyone is going to disprove the biblical account!! 
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There is a marked contrast between Daniel 4 - Nebuchadnezzar's personal testimony and chapter 5.  At the 

end of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, there must have been a marked change as the mighty king, his reason 

restored, sought to set in place the policies and practices of righteousness with Daniel standing at the head 

of all his advisors.  But with the death of Nebuchadnezzar, everything in Babylon reverted to form and by 

the time that Belshazzar appears on the scene as the reigning king of Babylon things have changed 

dramatically.  There is no more honor accorded to Jehovah the God of the Jews.  In fact there is so little fear 

of this God that the sacred vessels from the temple in Jerusalem are brought to the banquet hall to be used 

for common purposes at a feast that quickly degenerated into a drunken orgy. 

 

Things have deteriorated so much in Babylon that Belshazzar does not apparently even know who Daniel is 

-- though he had been the most honored of all Nebuchadnezzar's advisors.  Belshazzar appears to be without 

knowledge of Daniel's reputation as a prophet though according to Daniel's accusation he did know the story 

of Nebuchadnezzar's madness and conversion. 

 

When the heavenly hand writes the mysterious message upon the wall of the palace it is the queen (who 

may have been Nebuchadnezzar's daughter) who remembers Daniel and urges the king to summon him for 

help.  The faithful prophet is summoned and as was his custom in Nebuchadnezzar's day he finds himself 

able to interpret a message from God to Babylon's king.  

 

The message reads Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.  Some scholars believe that the three words mene, tekel and 

parsin are three weights in a descending scale: "A hundred weight, a pound and an ounce.  The simple 

reading of the words used in that way would have been enough to warn the king that he was indeed on the 

path of degeneration and had lowered the entire status and worth of the kingdom to the point of its rejection 

by God."  (Ronald Wallace, The Lord is King the Message of Daniel, IVP 1979)  The more common 

interpretation of the mysterious words, however, links their apparent root meanings with the interpretation 

given by the prophet Daniel.  "Mene" can mean "numbered" hence "God has numbered the days of your 

reign and brought it to an end."  "Tekel" can mean "weighed" hence, "You have been weighed on the scales 

and found wanting."  Parsin or peres which is the singular of parsin can mean "divided" hence "Your 

kingdom is divided and given over to the Medes and Persians." 

 

Did you notice that Daniel does not call down God's wrath because of the drunkenness or sensuality of the 

feast, but because of the sacrilege of using the temple vessels.  Using the temple vessels was a foolish and 

wicked thing to do, but I would have expected the judgment of losing the kingdom to fall with a rather 

different set of charges like cruelty to people -- disregard of justice -- taking bribes -- things like that.  But 

God's greater concern was the issue of insulting the honor and glory of God himself.  For that the kingdom 

falls.  I remember the same sense of mild surprise when reading Ezekiel and finding out that one of the three 

most heinous sins Judah committed was the desecration of the Sabbath. 

 

Making light of holy things -- ignoring and insulting God is a far greater sin than most people -- even most 

Christians ever understand. 

 

Once again in chapter 5 the theme of God's absolute sovereignty over all the nations is emphasized and 

brought home.  This is a central theme of Jeremiah, Daniel and Ezekiel -- the three contemporary prophets 

who ministered in Jerusalem, Babylon and the Jews in exile. 

 

In chapter 6 another of Daniel's major themes gets prominence again -- the theme of prayer.  As an old man 

in the court of yet another king (Darius), prayer is still the foundation -- the cornerstone upon which the life 
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of Daniel is built.  Three times a day -- at regular times he would withdraw from the affairs of the empire 

and get alone with God.  Even when that practice was made illegal by the foolish degree of Darius, Daniel 

refused to alter his practice -- he didn't change the time of his daily prayers nor does he retire to a more 

secret location to ensure safety -- He just keeps doing what he knows will honor God despite the possible 

consequences to his health and safety.  The discipline of regular fervent prayer was the backbone of Daniel's 

success all through his life and nothing would make him swerve from his devotional habit -- not even the 

threat of death. 

 

I wonder this morning if prayer is that important to us.  Sadly, I think I probably know the answer to that 

question -- it isn't.  But it needs to be.  As I look down the annals of time and think about the people who 

have made the most significant impact upon their generations for God.  I can see people of incredible 

diversity and difference.  There is one thing though that all of them had in common: they were all people of 

prayer, men and women who were mighty in prayer.  Three times a day for all those years Daniel withdrew 

from society to go and pray.  What would happen if we cultivated that same devotional habit? 

 

I am sure that you took due note this morning of the tremendous hatred that the Babylonian satraps had for 

Daniel.  Perhaps some of them were native Babylonians and they hated the fact that a foreigner, a Hebrew 

had been given authority over them.  Maybe it was just the fact that Daniel was righteous and they were evil 

- I don't know.  I do know that it fits a pattern.  Very often in the pages of scripture we find the righteous 

being hated without cause simply because their very presence constitutes an implied threat, a challenge to 

the ungodly.  We saw it in the story of Cain and Abel and again in the story of Joseph and his brothers.  

David suffered at the hand of Saul simply because he was the chosen one of God.  Our Lord Jesus Christ 

was hated beyond measure just because He was holy.  And Jesus said to His disciples (and by extension also 

to us) "Remember how they treated Me and expect to be treated at least as badly as I was."  Daniel's story is 

proof that it really does work that way.  His verse, had he possessed the New Testament Scriptures, His life 

verse might well have been, "Blessed are the persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven." 

 

Friends, mark this well.  There will be times when we will stand in very difficult circumstances for no other 

reason than that we chose to honor God.   If that happens to you, hold your chin up high and rejoice because 

great is your reward in heaven.  As for Daniel, so for you. 

 

Now everyone knows the conclusion of the story of Daniel and the lion's den.  Daniel is saved because the 

angel shuts the lion's mouth.  His enemies are thrown into the pit in his place and the lions make rather short 

work of them.  This chapter ends, as have most of the chapters in this Book, with a king of Babylon on his 

face admitting the sovereignty of Jehovah the God of Israel.  Remember -- that is one of the major themes of 

this Book.  The Lord is sovereign over all the kingdoms of this earth.  It always works that way because God 

is the sovereign ruler.  Peter's words in 1 Peter chapter 5 make it so clear.  "Humble yourselves under the 

mighty hand of God that he may lift you up at the proper time.  Cast all your cares upon him because he 

cares for you!"  At the end of the day it is Daniel, the servant of Jehovah, who is standing tall and straight 

and his enemies have all disappeared! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 72, DAY 2                          DANIEL 7 and 8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Daniel chapters 7 and 8 and moved from the relatively 

"safe" bay of biographical literature into the wild and turbulent ocean of apocalyptic literature.  What a 

change!  Most people who read the Book of Daniel get along quite well with chapters 1-6, but when they 

start the last half of the Book they find a very different situation indeed. 

 

Now we are on very unfamiliar and threatening ground dealing with visions that look far into the future -- 

perhaps so far into the future that they point to the very end of history and to a battle between the forces of 

God and the forces of the evil one.  Now, I am going to attempt this morning to give you some help in 

understanding what you read but I must caution you not to expect me to nail down every detail of these two 

mysterious visions -- that I cannot do. 

 

Whenever we encounter apocalyptic passages in the Bible -- primarily in Ezekiel, Daniel, the Olivet 

Discourse and the Book of Revelation, the first rule of thumb is "Don't lose sight of the forest while you are 

examining the trees."  In other words, look for the general overall message and don't get upset if you can't 

put every single piece of the puzzle together.  Remember too that any prophecy in scripture presents a 

"perspective" problem -- from where the prophet stood his depth perception was very limited.  An 

illustration I used with you before will help to explain what I mean.  When you travel west toward the 

Rocky Mountains, there comes a point on the high plains of Colorado when the mountains first come into 

view.  At that distance, probably still 150 or maybe even 200 miles away, it looks like one single row of 

mountains on the horizon but when you get closer you realize that there are higher peaks behind the first 

ones and there is a considerably distance between them.  From a great distance it looked like they were all 

together but up close you can see differently. 

 

This running together of near and far off prophecies may be occurring again in Daniel's vision.  Bible 

scholars will differ in their interpretations on that.  But just keep it in your mind that this is always a 

possibility when you are dealing with prophetic or apocalyptic literature. 

 

Daniel himself seems to have understood the forest and the trees maxim because he does not try to nail 

down every detail.  He makes some general inquires in chapter 7 about the fourth beast -- the one he finds 

the most disturbing, but he does not seem to try to pin down every detail of the vision.  He is content to get 

the main idea.  With that much introductory caution, we are probably ready to try to decipher what we read 

this morning. 

 

First of all, we are dealing with two separate visions which seem to have at least some overlapping features. 

 In the first vision which came to Daniel in the first year of Belshazzar's reign, there were four beasts rising 

up out of a churning sea.  Given the Babylonian creation myths which contained just such monsters rising 

up out of primordial chaos, it would appear that God was using images that would "make sense" to a person 

schooled in the culture and thought patterns of Babylon.  The first beast seems the most noble.  It looked 

like a lion with eagles' wings and after its wings are torn off it stands like a man and is given a human heart. 

 

Since the angelic watcher explicitly tells Daniel that each beast represents a kingdom and since there were 

four kingdoms in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar back in chapter 2, and since the first kingdom there was 

Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon, I feel fairly comfortable in assigning the same meaning here.  It "fits" especially 

if the tearing off of the wings could be seen as pointing to the period of Nebuchadnezzar's madness when his 

pride was removed. 
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The second and third beasts follow, the bear and the leopard.  The possibility at least exists that these 

represent the Medo-Persian and Greek empires as in chapter 2 -- but they are quickly passed over in favor of 

the fourth beast -- terrifying, frightening and very powerful which crushed, devoured and trampled all its 

victims.  This beast had ten horns and three of those horns were uprooted by a little horn which came up 

among them.  This horn had the eyes of a man and a very boastful mouth. 

 

The second part of the first vision presents an enormous contrast because Daniel saw some thrones and "the 

ancient of days" took his seat with clothing white as snow, hair white as wool.  He is attended by 10,000 

times 10,000 and there is an opening of books.  A figure like "a son of man" (that is the title and this is the 

origin of the title that Jesus used to identify Himself.  This is where He got it!) is led in to the presence of 

the ancient of days after the fourth beast is destroyed and the Son of Man is given authority, glory and 

sovereign power over all peoples, nations and men of every language who worship Him.  And His kingdom 

lasts forever. 

 

Friends, remember this dream of Daniel, because virtually every detail of it shows up again in the Book of 

Revelation.  The beast is there and so are the horns.  Daniel's description of God is very like John's 

description of the glorified Christ.  There are 10,000 times 10,000 in attendance at Revelation's heavenly 

court and there are more books that get opened.  In Revelation, Jesus, after the defeat of the beast, is given a 

kingdom that lasts forever.  It's all there! 

 

That is the first vision -- when Daniel asks for an interpretation he is told that there will be four kingdoms 

and that the last kingdom will be "different."  The ten horns are kings who come from this kingdom and the 

little horn is another king who will come "after" them.  (Remember the mountain peaks!  It doesn't say how 

much after.)  The saints will be handed over to him (for a time, times and half a time.)  That expression 

shows up in Revelation too!  It probably means there three and a half years.  After the period of trouble the 

kingdoms will be handed over to the saints -- the people of the most high who will reign forever. 

 

The "big picture" message is that the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and He 

will reign forever" -- that is a quote from the Book of Revelation, but it is the message of Daniel's first 

vision. 

 

Daniel's second vision comes in the third year of Belshazzar's reign and it is similar but different.  First he 

sees a ram with two horns.  The angel Gabriel later tells him that is the kingdom of the Medes and Persians 

(the second part of Nebuchadnezzar's statute and maybe the second beast).  This ram gets attacked and 

brutally beaten by a goat with a horn between the eyes.  Gabriel says the goat is Greece and the horn is its 

first king - (that's Alexander the Great but remember Daniel is writing centuries before Alexander comes 

along.)  The goat's horn is broken off and replaced by four horns (when Alexander died his kingdom was 

split into four parts).  Those horns represent four lesser kingdoms. 

 

Out of one of these four horns a little horn grows in power to the south and east and toward the beautiful 

land.  Remember Daniel is in Babylon -- the beautiful land is home -- Israel!  This horn in Israel took away 

the daily sacrifice, brought the sanctuary low and threw truth to the ground in a "rebellion or abomination 

that causes desolation."  Gabriel says all this will take 2300 mornings and evenings or 1,150 days and then 

the sanctuary will be restored.  In this second vision Daniel was given a detailed picture of events from his 

own day, down to the rise of Antiochus Epiphanes who through cunning and deception gained control of a 

fourth of Alexander's empire that contained Palestine.  After consolidating his power just before 170B.C. 

"He devoted himself to the destruction of everything the Jewish religion stood for.  He killed the leaders of 
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the Jewish community.  He profaned the temple -- sacrificing a pig on the altar.   He stopped the daily 

sacrifices for a period of over three years -- the amount of time prophesied by the prophet Daniel. 

 

Now, if it were not for the fact that chapter 8 quite clearly points to the period from Alexander to Antiochus 

Epiphanes who fulfilled Daniel's prophecies in detail, I think that everyone would see chapter 7 as spanning 

the whole period of time from Daniel's day with Nebuchadnezzar being beast #1 to the period described in 

the same imagery by the Book of Revelation just before the return of Christ at the end of time.  But because 

Antiochus Epiphanes is described as being a little horn that grows out of the goat's horns in chapter 8, some 

commentators think the little horn of chapter 7 must be the same. 

 

My best guess is that they are wrong.  Even though there are similarities between the little horn of chapter 7 

and the little horn of chapter 8, we must not forget that there are also some important differences, not the 

least of which is that the little horn of chapter 7 is associated with the fourth beast.  The fourth kingdom and 

the little horn on this shaggy goat are representative of the third kingdom.  That is a big difference. 

 

I think that Antiochus Epiphanes was a close-up fulfillment of a long-range ruler who will also gain his 

power by deception and cunning.  Who will also employ supernatural assistance and will take his stand 

against the prince of princes.  The repetition of all of Daniel's images in Revelation convinces me that there 

is more to the fulfillment of Daniel's prophecies than Antiochus Epiphanes.  I think that it is the near peak -- 

far peak phenomenon again.  That fourth kingdom with a king who rises up after the others looks all the way 

out to the very end of the age to the final beast -- one that Paul in Thessalonians called the man of 

lawlessness, the Antichrist -- who will attempt to destroy the saints but will fail as the King of kings and 

Lord of lords returns to claim His bride and His kingdom.  The angel himself tells Daniel that what he has 

seen deals with the distant future. 

 

By the way, did you pick up the fact that in these chapters Daniel keeps on calling the righteous people "the 

saints?"  That is not a characteristically Old Testament expression.  It is found much more often in the New 

Testament. 

 

Many of you will know enough about the history of the Jewish people to recognize the name Maccabees.  

The Maccabees family were the leaders of the people who rose up to deliver their people from the yoke of 

oppression placed upon them by Antiochus Epiphanes.  It is a stirring story of heroism, patriotism and 

devotion to God.  If you do not know it, may I recommend that you do a little reading to discover how the 

Jews freed themselves from political and military domination? 

 

The festival of Hanukkah -- the festival of lights dates to this period and commemorates the cleansing of the 

temple and the reestablishment of sacrifices there.  The founding of the Pharisaic party dates also to this 

period of time. 

 

Well we are finished for this morning.  I am sure that I have not answered every single question that you 

have about Daniel 7 and 8.  I trust, however, that the pictures and images of these visions make a little more 

sense than they used to and that the message that at the last God's son will triumph and establish a kingdom 

that will last forever is crystal clear to you. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 72, DAY 3                DANIEL 9 and 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Daniel 9 and 10 and plunged once again into the deep 

end of the prophecy pool.  There is so much in these two chapters that I want to talk with you about that I 

hardly know where to begin. 

 

Let's begin with the subject of prayer.  We have seen quite clearly that the theme of prayer runs right 

through this Book beginning to end.  It was by prayer that Daniel was enabled to interpret Nebuchadnezzar's 

dreams.  It was prayer that helped him keep his equilibrium in the unbalanced world of Babylon.  The 

regular discipline of prayer was so important to Daniel that he was willing to risk his very life for it.  In 

chapter 9 we had the high privilege of reading one of Daniel's prayers that has been preserved for us.  It is 

very instructive indeed.  It is a prayer of confession and of intercession. 

 

There are several things worth noticing here.  First of all, it was his reading of scripture that drove Daniel to 

prayer.  He was reading the Book of Jeremiah - the part that prophesied an exile of 70 years because of 

Judah's disobedience to God.  Now before I pursue this thought a little further I want you to remember that 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel were contemporaries.  They were each bringing God's message at the same 

time to a different group of people.  They knew about one another and recognized God's hand upon one 

another.  Ezekiel, you will recall, twice mentioned Daniel and his righteousness, and now we find Daniel 

naming Jeremiah and calling his writings "scripture."  He puts it on the same plane as "the law of Moses."  

That tells us that it did not take many years and long efforts to come to the point at which many people saw 

Jeremiah's writings as authoritative.  That happened right away.  As soon as it was established that Jeremiah 

the prophet wrote the Book, they accepted it as the very word of God because they knew that Jeremiah 

spoke for God!!  It had his mark on it.  So Daniel calls it "scripture."  That is where his praying begins - with 

scripture.  As a matter of habit may I say to you that we ought always to precede our prayer times with time 

spent in the Bible?  It changes our perspective - it puts us on God's wavelength.  It informs our minds, it 

expands our souls.  First God's Word -- then prayer.  First let Him talk to us, then we are ready to talk with 

Him. 

 

After Daniel has spent time in the Word, he is burdened by the judgment God has laid upon His people so 

he prepares to pray by putting on sackcloth and ashes -- a sign of mourning and by fasting.  Friends, Daniel 

is serious about prayer.  You don't fast unless you are really serious.  In both chapters 9 and 10 we are told 

that Daniel fasted.  It is an activity that our Bibles always associate with fervent prayer.  It focuses us upon 

our prayer.  It empowers us to pray.  It is often associated (as it is here) with spiritual warfare.  Fasting 

prepares us for powerful praying.  If we neglect it, we do so to our own spiritual impoverishment! 

 

The fast he mentions in chapter 9 was probably a total fast.  For a short period of time he ate nothing and 

drank nothing until after he prayed.  Please understand, fasting is not a tool to be used to manipulate God - 

to cajole Him into working for us.  Rather it is a tool to be used to prepare us to pray with understanding and 

with power.  For Daniel it obviously worked.  The fast mentioned in chapter 10 was a partial fast.  It lasted 

for three weeks and for that time Daniel subsisted on a very plain diet -- no choice food -- no meat and no 

wine."  This kind of fast is similar to what some Catholics do today during the period that we call Lent.  Do 

not simply dismiss their practice -- it is rooted in scripture -- right here in the Book of Daniel ...  I guess it is 

worth observing that there is very little fasting in the church of our day -- and there is very little power in 

our praying -- that is true as well.  I for one think there might be a connection between the two. 

 

So Daniel prepared to pray by spending time in God's Word and by fasting.  And he began his prayer with 
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confession of sin.  "O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love 

him and obey his commands, we have sinned and done wrong..."  He confesses sin but not his sin.  He 

confesses the sins of the people of Israel.  He identifies completely with the people for whom he is about to 

intercede.  Their sins become his sins.  He takes them upon himself. 

 

Moses did that and so did Jeremiah and of course Jesus did it in the most complete way of all - He literally 

bore our sins in His own body on the tree,  that we being dead to sin might live unto righteousness.  "By his 

stripes we have been healed."  When we Christians start praying these kinds of prayers in our churches and 

in our communities, I have a feeling that we will begin to see different kinds of results than we do now. 

 

Then, after confession and brokenness comes the petition:  "O Lord forgive! O Lord, hear and act!"  Not 

because we are righteous (we aren't) but because we bear your name -- "because your city and your people 

bear your Name." 

 

Now all of that speaks to us about the practice of prayer -- about method and motive for prayer.  But the 

chapters we read today tell us even more about the nature of prayer.  They teach us in no uncertain terms 

that the activity of prayer is one way for us to participate in a spiritual war that is being waged between God 

and the devil, between angels and demons.  Somehow our prayers are tied to that great cosmic struggle 

being waged.  The angel Gabriel is dispatched from heaven itself to bring an answer to Daniel.  In chapter 

10, another angelic being tells Daniel that he has come, at the end of these three weeks of fasting, to 

enlighten him, but a heated spiritual battle ensued, delaying him for the entire three-week period.  He was 

dispatched at the very beginning but he was detained by the prince of the Persian empire and only got free 

when Michael a chief prince also described as Daniel's prince, came to help. 

 

I am assuming that since angels are involved here, the other beings mentioned are also angelic though not 

good.  The "prince" of the Persian kingdom appears to me to be demonic in nature.  The prince of Greece 

must then also be demonic.  The main point that I am trying to make on the basis of these peculiar chapters 

is that prayer involves us in a conflict, a battle that is much bigger than we usually imagine.  In Ephesians 6 

Paul says, "We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against the rulers, the authorities and the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms." 

 

On a different level, this passage gives us one chilling glance into the unseen world of angels and demons.  

Be careful not to build a whole theology on this brief set of clues but nonetheless remember what you have 

read here.  Some Bible students, on the strength of this passage, teach that there are specific demons 

assigned to specific locations -- guarding their "turf" as it were, and waging war on the servants of God both 

angelic and human.  In the absence of further scriptural confirmation it would perhaps be wise to withhold 

judgment on that score for now, but it seems safe, at least, to infer that the enemies of God are very well 

organized.  No wonder Paul says we need spiritual armor in order to stand against the wiles of the devil.  By 

the way, the only other passage I can find which gives us any hint at the things we find in Daniel 9 and 10 is 

in the New Testament Book of Jude where again we find Michael disputing this time with the devil himself 

over the body of Moses!  Jude adds the notation that Michael is an archangel. 

 

When you get ready to pray today I hope you will take it all very, very seriously.  Friends, this is war! 

 

Daniel's prayer began in chapter 9 when the prophet, wrestling with Jeremiah's prophecy concerning the 70 

year period Judah would have to spend in exile.  Gabriel tells him that from the order to rebuild Jerusalem 

there will be "69 weeks" (seven sevens and 62 sevens) until the anointed one, the ruler comes.  But after the 
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69th week the anointed ruler will be "cut off."  Then the city will be destroyed and the sanctuary.  There will 

be "wars" until the end and then there will be another "week."  In the middle of that week, someone in 

control will end the sacrifices in the temple and place an abomination of desolation on the altar. 

 

Now we already know that Antiochus Epiphanes did that but we also know that Jesus used the same phrase 

in the Olivet Discourse to describe something that would not happen until the very end of the world.  Is 

Daniel talking about Antiochus Epiphanes or the Antichrist at the end of time?  ... or both? ... 

 

The answer to that question, of course, lies in the arithmetic of the 70 weeks.  There were actually two 

decrees to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  One was given by Cyrus in 538 BC; the other came from 

Artaxerxes in 458 BC.  That is mentioned in the Book of Ezra, which we will read very shortly. 

 

One of the great Old Testament scholars of the last generation was a German scholar named Keil.  He 

argued that since Jeremiah's 70 years were almost over when Daniel received his vision, that Daniel's weeks 

which appear to be periods of seven years must extend beyond Jeremiah's to the time of the Messiah -- the 

anointed one.  (The term Messiah means anointed.)  If you start from 458 BC -- the year of Ezra's return to 

Jerusalem and add 69 weeks of seven years or 483 years, it takes you to the year 26 AD -- the probable year 

of Jesus' baptism.  Three and one-half years later, in the middle of the 70th week (?) Christ was "cut off", 

sacrificed on the cross, bringing to a close the Old Testament economy, rending the temple veil and causing 

legitimate sacrifice to cease once and for all (though the Jews continued to offer sacrifices until Titus 

destroyed the temple in 70 AD.  That is a pretty amazing bit of prophecy, isn't it? 

 

Before you get too excited you need to know that there are a wide variety of views with regard to this 

prophecy and in particular about whether Daniel's vision goes through the death of Christ and on to the 

destruction of the temple in 70 AD or whether it is meant to keep on going all the way down to a tribulation 

period at the very end of the age.  It's the old phenomena of viewing the mountains of prophecy from the 

distant plain again! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 72, DAY 4                      DANIEL 11 and 12 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished the Book of Daniel.  The only prophetic books left 

for us now are Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  You will be happy I am sure to learn that they do not have 

the apocalyptic character of Ezekiel and Daniel. 

 

Well once again this morning we were treated to a long range view of coming events.  In Daniel 7, in the 

vision of the four beasts we got a view of history beginning with Babylon and going all the way past the 

Second Coming of Christ into the millennium.  In chapter 8, the ram and the goat we went from Babylon but 

stopped at the time of the Maccabees.  In chapter 9, the 70 weeks took us exactly from the time of Ezra 

through the death of Christ, and now in chapter 10-12 we begin just a bit before Ezra but go as we did in the 

ram and goat vision to the time of the Maccabees and then we jump all the way to the end of time -- you've 

got that all down now, right?? 

 

These chapters that we read today deal with the period of tribulation under Antiochus and under Antichrist.  

Chapter 11 constitutes one of the most remarkable and detailed prophecies in the Bible.  It is a blow-by-

blow description of the military rulers of the Near East from Daniel's time until the Maccabbean period.  Its 
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detail is absolutely incredible.  Let me give you a quick overview.  "The Persian king who invaded Greece 

was, of course, Xerxes who reigned 485 - 464 BC.  (I don't know if you remember your ancient Greek 

history but if you do you will have read about Xerxes and his attempt to conquer Greece.  He was resisted 

by the city-states and they successfully threw him back.)  The three kings who preceded him after the death 

of Cyrus were Cabybyses, Cyrus older son...an impostor named Gaumata...who passed himself off as Cyrus' 

younger son Smerdis (even though the true Smerdis had been secretly murdered by his brother's agents).  

The third one is Darius, the Persian who was placed upon the throne when he assassinated the imposter and 

was elevated to the kingship in his place..."  (Archer Daniel p. 128)  Darius' son was Xerxes.  Like his father 

Darius, Xerxes tried to conquer Greece and nearly succeeded.  He took a million-man army into Greece and 

even reduced the city of Athens to ashes but a great naval battle at Salamis in 480 BC turned the tide in 

favor of the Greek city-states. 

 

The mighty king who rules with great power is Alexander the Great.  In seven or eight years he 

accomplished military feats that no one before or since has matched.  His empire as Daniel had already 

envisioned in other revelatory experiences was broken into four pieces after his death.  By murdering all of 

Alexander's legitimate heirs, these four generals called the diadochi (the "successors") took control. 

 

The king of the south was to be Ptolemy I or Soter, and the commander who became even more powerful 

than he was Seleucus Nicator of the Seleucid empire.  He assumed the throne of the Babylonian sector of 

Alexander's empire in 310 BC and because he controlled the whole portion of the kingdom extending to 

India he became even more powerful than Ptolemy who had helped him to the throne. 

 

In 252 BC in order to secure peace between these two empires a marriage of state occurred and the Seleucid 

king, Antiochus II married Bernice the daughter Ptolemy II, but Bernice was assassinated by the previous 

queen of Antiochus, the one she had deposed.  I know this sounds like a soap opera, but it is history, and 

incredibly, history written beforehand in the most amazing detail by Daniel. The only thing missing are the 

names of the people.  Who they are and what they did is described exactly.  Bernice's death was avenged by 

her brother Ptolemy III in a five-year war in which he sacked the Seleucid capital of Antioch and shattered 

Antiochus' fleet. 

 

Somewhere around 230 BC, the Seleucids managed to recover some of the territory lost to Egypt.  One of 

the sons of Seleucus II was named Antiochus III.  He came quickly to be known as Antiochus the Great.  

After an initial defeat at the hands of an Egyptian king (now Ptolemy IV) is foretold in verses 11 and 12 of 

chapter 11 but Egypt's triumph was not permanent.  On the death of Ptolemy IV in 202 BC Antiochus came 

back and after a prolonged struggle with the Egyptian armies, Antiochus triumphed, accessing all of 

Palestine to his empire - he took the beautiful land.  Initially he was welcomed into Jerusalem more as a 

liberator than a conqueror. 

 

Daniel sees the alliance - again involving a marriage with Egypt.  Antiochus gave his daughter Cleopatra (no 

not the one you are thinking of) to the ten-year-old boy king of Egypt Ptolemy V, but she became so 

"Egyptian" in her thinking and ways that the Seleucids got no advantage.  Just like Daniel said.  Antiochus 

next military adventure was in the coastland of the Mediterranean - the Aegean Islands.  That adventure 

ended at Thermopylae - an historic battle site of the Persian War.  This time the one who defeated 

Antiochus was the Roman general, Lucius Cornelius Scipio Asaiaticus, who defeated Antiochus the Great 

and Antiochus's son was taken to Rome as a hostage.  That son was the dreaded persecutor of the Jews, 

Antiochus Epiphanes.  He is the star villain of Daniel 11 and of the entire period of Jewish history that we 

call the Maccabbean period. 
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He was the little horn of chapter 8.  He tried to destroy the Jewish religion completely.  He was not next in 

line for the throne.  That honor belonged to his nephew whose father was called the "tax collector" in 

Daniel's vision.  Epiphanes means "The illustrious one" and we know from the coins he minted that he 

called himself Epiphanes Theos -- the illustrious god or god manifest.  That is pretty significant since he 

turns out to be a type of the Antichrist or beast who will come at the end of all time.  He embodies 

everything Paul envisions in the man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2. 

The deceitfulness of Antiochus Epiphanes is referred to in Daniel's prophecy.  He gained control of nearly 

all of Egypt for a while by engineering a rift between the two sons of Ptolemy VI.  By playing one off 

against the other he probably would have succeeded in completely conquering Egypt were it not for the 

intervention of the now powerful Romans who finally forced him out of Egypt completely. 

 

It was then that Antiochus Epiphanes turned his full attention to the Holy Covenant -- toward Jerusalem. 

 

I have drawn most of our historical material today from Gleason Archer's excellent commentary on the 

Book of Daniel.  I will proceed to quote him directly now. 

 

"The original friction had arisen over the question of the high priesthood.  It seems that early in his reign 

Antiochus IV had been approached by a younger member of the high priestly family named Jason, who 

promised the king that if he would depose from office the current legitimate high priest, Omias III, then he, 

Jason, would pay the king a handsome bribe for this service.  Antiochus was happy to accede the request; 

Onias was removed and Jason installed in his place.  But once the precedent of imperial interference had 

been set, still another brother, Menelaus, offered Antiochus a bribe still larger than Jason's if he could be 

installed in the place of Jason.  Antiochus had no scruples about supplanting one rascal by another so long 

as he himself was enriched in the process.  So in 172 BC Menelaus took Jason's place and set about selling 

some of the votive offerings and golden utensils of the temple to raise the cash necessary for the bribe.  At 

this sacrilege, the godly priest Onias, though deposed, earnestly protested and so angered Menelaus that he 

had Onias killed.  But this murder so angered the populace of Jerusalem that they became bitter against 

Menelaus and sent representatives to Antiochus himself to accuse Menelaus and his wicked brother 

Lysimachus.  Antiochus did execute Andronicus, the agent of Menelaus who had murdered Onias but a little 

later a courtier Menelaus had bribed convinced Antiochus to act against the Jerusalemites.  So instead of 

punishing Menelaus, ... the king had the Jerusalem representative put to death in Tyre ...  Later on Antiochus 

following his bitter disappointment in Egypt went and encamped near Jerusalem.  He had a score to settle 

with Jason who had taken the city in an effort to overthrow Menelaus ..."  (He thought that Antiochus had 

died in Egypt and raised an army to throw out his rival.)  "Hearing of this Antiochus decided to suppress the 

Jewish religion altogether.  So he marched into Jerusalem with overwhelming forces, released Menelaus and 

conducted a massacre in which 80,000 men, women and children were put to the sword.  (2 Maccabees 

5:11-14)  Then he profaned the temple, accompanied by the despicable Menelaus and robbed it of its golden 

vessels and other sacred objects valued at 1800 talents. 

 

"The date of this desecration and pillage of Jerusalem was 18 December 168 BC -- a day of special 

significance in view of the fact that exactly three years later the patriot leader Judas Maccabaeus rededicated 

the temple to the worship of Yahweh ...  But the actual suspension of the regular morning and evening 

sacrificing had apparently taken place 55 or 54 days prior to the desecration of the temple ... because ... the 

2300 evenings and mornings ... come out to 1,150 days ..." (Archer 138-139) 

 

Pretty amazing stuff, isn't it?  I am not aware of any prophecy with anything like this kind of detail 
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anywhere in the Bible or anywhere else in the history of mankind.  Apart from the names, it is all there.  No 

wonder the critics who do not believe in Revelation insist that this Book had to be written after the time of 

Judas Maccabaeus. 

 

Remember that in the Olivet Discourse Jesus uses the phrase "the abomination that causes desolation" -- the 

exact wording of the Septuagint's translation of the phrase in Daniel's prophecy.  Jesus says that this 

desecration will be a sign of the end of all things in the last days. 

Do you recall having read in Hebrews chapter 11 in the role call of faith about the heroes of the faith who 

"shut the mouths of lions (that's Daniel) quenched the fiery flames (that's Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego) and "who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies"?  -- I'm pretty sure that is the 

Maccabbeans! 

 

Toward the end of chapter 11, the amazing detail with which Daniel's prophecy follows the history of the 

period ending with the career of Antiochus Epiphanes begins to drop off sharply, perhaps because 

Antiochus is no longer the figure in view.  But the Antichrist (of whom he is the type) who will come at the 

end of the age is.  Chapter 12 begins with the declaration that Michael the Great prince who protects the 

Jewish people, will arise and "there will be a time of distress such that there has not been from the 

beginning of nations until then."  It is no accident that Jesus picks up that very phrase and uses it in the 

Olivet Discourse.  Jesus apparently believed that Daniel 12 was talking about the last days, pointing to a 

great tribulation about which he said: "If those days had not been cut short, no one who would survive but 

for the sake of the elect, those days will be shortened." (Matthew 24:22) 

 

The archangel Michael apparently from this passage has the special task of protecting Israel and, did you 

notice, that there are people whose names are written down "in the book" -- that sounds very much like the 

Book of Revelation.  This "Book of Life" is first mentioned in Exodus 32:33.  It showed up again in Psalm 

69:28 when the Psalmist prays that the enemies of God may be "blotted out of the Book of Life."  Malachi 

3:16 refers also to this Book and so does Revelation 20:12 when the Book of books will be opened to 

determine who will live in heaven and who will be cast into the lake of fire.  In Luke 10:20 we are told to 

"rejoice that your names are written in heaven." 

 

By the second verse of chapter 12, Daniel is announcing a great resurrection leading to judgment.  That did 

not happen in 160 BC.  That is going to happen at the end of the world!  This idea of a general resurrection 

and judgment with the righteous begin rewarded with eternal life, is not very well developed in the Old 

Testament, but it is definitely here and it is very, very clear.  In fact, even the most skeptical scholars have to 

admit that the doctrine of the resurrection is here, even if they attribute the date of Daniel to a time far after 

his death. 

 

We will see this doctrine again in Job "though worms destroy my body yet in my flesh shall I see God" (Job 

19:26) and we have already seen this doctrine in Isaiah 25:8, "But your dead will live, their bodies will rise. 

 You who dwell in the dust wake up and shout for joy ... the earth will give up her dead."  The doctrine of 

the resurrection may not get a lot of emphasis in the Old Testament but it is there. 

 

In his vision Daniel saw on the other bank of the Tigris River two "others."  I think from the context that 

they must have been angels in addition to the one who had been addressing Daniel.  They are interested 

mightily in what has been prophesied and they ask the speaking angel when will all this occur.  The answer 

is, "A time, times and half a time" which appears to mean three and a half years - the remaining unused 

period of the 70th week, which apparently will begin at the end of time, "When the power of the holy people 
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has finally been broken."  Many scholars feel that this will occur when the end time defenders of the 

Jerusalem are overwhelmed by the forces of the Antichrist, typified by Antiochus Epiphanes, and that this 

final portion of the 70th week will end with the battle of Armageddon. 

 

Now it does not surprise me at all nor will, I am sure, it surprise you that Daniel's response to all of this is 

utter confusion.  He says in effect "My head hurts" and he is told that this prophecy is really for those who 

will come much later, at the end.  Then those who are wise will understand.  The scroll will be sealed up but 

there is one last piece of information for the end time wise ones.  The time from the abomination that causes 

desecration to the deliverance (or some momentous event) will be 1290 days and 45 days after that 

everything will all be over.  Perhaps the defeat of Antichrist is marked by the 1290 days and the remaining 

45 days are spent setting up the millennial kingdom of Christ.  I do not know, friends, that is just a guess. 

 

But hear me now, this I think is very important.  The prophecies of this chapter "track" from Daniel's day to 

the overthrow of Antiochus Epiphanes by the Maccabbean freedom fighters and they do so in more 

incredible detail than any other prophecy in scripture.  Given the incredible accuracy of that portion of the 

prophecy, I am inclined to expect that when Daniel's vision suddenly skips out to the end of time it is just as 

accurate in predicting what will happen there.  This is one prophecy for which you and I had better be 

looking for a literal fulfillment -- right to the letter.  I can't tell you exactly what it will look like but if you 

and I keep the words of Daniel before us, we will be the wise ones who recognize what is going on when it 

starts to happen! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 72, DAY 5                             EZRA 1, 2 and 3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today, having finished with the Book of Daniel, we are moving to the 

Book of Ezra.  We are moving from prophecy now to a Book of history which records for us the beginning 

of the return of the Jews from their exile in Babylon to their homeland in what Daniel calls the beautiful 

country. 

 

Now the first thing I want you to notice today is that the Book of Ezra as a literary unit is meant to follow 

the Book of 2 Chronicles which took us to the end of the kingdom of Judah and the Babylonian captivity.  I 

am sure that you will probably not remember it, but you have already read the first three verses of Ezra.  

That is because they are identical to the last three verses of 2 Chronicles.  That simple literary device helps 

us to maintain the continuity of this history of Israel. 

 

Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther are the last three historical Books in the Old Testament.  They cover the period 

from about 538 to about 433 BC.  Ezra and Nehemiah describe the three-stage return of the Jews from exile. 

First Zerubbabel, about whom we read today, brought his company of 42,360 plus 7,337 servants, 200 

singers, 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels and 6,720 donkeys.  (We'll talk about Ezra's penchant for detail 

later.)  Then 80 years later in 458 BC (though there is some question about the dating) Ezra himself brought 

his party.  (In between Zerubbabel's return and Ezra's return, the story of Esther takes place.)  Finally in 445 

BC, the third and final stage of the return from exile comes when Nehemiah brings his party back to the 

homeland.  Our story begins after the overthrow of Babylon in 539 BC. 

 

There are five Medo-Persian rulers who span this period.  Cyrus ruled from 559-530 BC.  He is the king 

who issued the decree to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem.  Every time I hear his name I think of the 
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verse in Proverbs 21: "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord.  As the rivers of water he turns it 

withersoever he wills."    That verse seems so appropriate to me because Isaiah the prophet had long 

beforehand predicted that the king who would return the Jews to Judah would be named "Cyrus."  That 

remarkable prophecy was located in Isaiah 44 and 45.  Long before he had ever been born God had said 

Cyrus will be My shepherd, My servant, he will send My people home again.  Cyrus reigned in Babylon at 

the end of Daniel's life. 

 

When Cyrus died in 530 BC, Cambyses, his son, took the throne for a brief eight-year reign.  This king is 

not mentioned in the Bible. 

 

Cambyses was followed by Darius I who ruled from 522 - 486 BC.  Under his rule Ezra rebuilt the temple.  

We will read about that work later.  The prophets Haggai and Zachariah whose books we will shortly read 

were active during this period. 

 

Darius was followed by Xerxes I who was also known as Ahasuerus.  This was the king who made Esther 

his queen and Mordecai his chief administrator.  Xerxes who ruled from 486 - 465 was followed on the 

throne by Artaxerxes.  He reigned from 464-423 BC and was the king who sponsored the return of 

Nehemiah.  Malachi prophesied during Artaxerxes' reign. 

 

There is no great mystery about why Cyrus initiated the return of God's people.  The policy of Babylonia 

had been to deport the peoples they conquered, but that was not the policy of the Medo-Persian emperor.  

Cyrus gained great favor with the conquered subjects of Babylon by reinstating the exiles and by 

encouraging them to return home and resurrect their national religions.  From a human point of view then, 

what was going on would not have looked all that extraordinary - a change of government policy, that's all!  

But every Jew knew better, and they did so because of Isaiah's prophecy.  I am pretty sure this morning that 

the reason God put Cyrus' name in Isaiah's prophecy was precisely so that no one would fail to understand 

that behind the actions of a benevolent king there stood the firm unerring purpose of a sovereign God whose 

purposes never fail and whose word always comes to pass - just as He has promised.  Cyrus made a choice 

but God Himself guided and directed that choice.  Once again the sovereignty of God is there, confronting 

us at every point along the way.  Jeremiah talked about it, Ezekiel screamed about it, Daniel taught it to 

Nebuchadnezzar, and now it's here right at the start of Ezra's Book. 

 

I suppose the thing that most impressed me as I read the account today was the incredible accuracy and 

attention to detail.  I suppose it could be expected that Ezra would know how many people went back to 

Jerusalem and maybe even that he would know how many went from each tribe, clan and village.  It's more 

detail than I would be likely to have provided, but Ezra was a scribe and scribes were "detail" people.  But 

friends, Ezra counted the horses, mules, camels and donkeys!!  That is incredible. 

 

Now I am saying all of this because sometimes well meaning Christians get pretty upset with anyone who 

wants to count anything!  "Quantity isn't important.  It's quality that God is interested in!"  I have heard that 

said so often.  But they are wrong.  God cares about both quality and quantity.  And God cares about the 

details of record-keeping. God cares about details and we need to also.  Ezra knew that so he counted 

everything very, very carefully right down to the 6720th donkey. 

 

We get a good idea how important family records were in ancient Israel from this passage as well.  I found 

myself feeling sorry for the descendants of Hubaiah, Hazkoz and Barzilla I, the priest who could not 

produce their family records and were therefore excluded from the priesthood.  They went back to 
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Jerusalem expecting to serve as priests because that is what their fathers had done.  But their records were 

lost so they could not serve.  You understand I am sure that in order to be a high priest in Israel you had to 

be a descendent from Aaron.  They were but couldn't prove it so they were excluded.  Incidentally, when 

Herod the Great took the throne, he was not a full-blooded Jew.  That could easily be proven because the 

records were kept so meticulously.  His solution?  Destroy all the records and that he proceeded to do.  That 

will be a very big problem to the Jews in the event that they ever rebuild the temple and re-institute the 

priestly class.  I wonder how they will decide who gets to be the priest. 

 

Cyrus was extremely generous when he allowed the Jews who wished to return to "the beautiful land."  He 

sent back as much of the temple furniture and equipment as he could find in the storage rooms of Babylon -- 

5400 articles of gold and silver and more than that he ordered the Jews who decided not to go back to 

provide silver, gold, livestock and goods to assist the returnees.  It is important to note that many in the 

exilic community chose not to return.  Many never came back.  Their exile in Babylon had not been as hard 

as the one their forefathers had in Egypt, and some were established so well in their new land that they 

simply chose to stay and become full-fledged members of the Persian Empire. 

 

I cannot be very certain about how carefully you read all those names in Ezra chapter 2.  I think I can, 

however, alert you to the most important ones that we can find there.  By the way, even if you didn't think 

the list of names in chapter 2 was important, God must have because the very same list gets repeated in 

Nehemiah 7.  Zerubbabel was the leader -- he is the most important person for you to remember.  The next 

name is Jeshua -- that is the Joshua son of the high priest Jehozadak mentioned in Haggai chapter 1.  Be 

careful though because the Nehemiah mentioned here is not the Nehemiah who later became governor and 

whose book will follow Ezra's in the Canon of the Old Testament.  Notice please that Ezra's name is 

missing.  He came back with the second wave of returnees. 

 

Now I want to ask a very simple question.  If you had been in Zerubbabel's place leading the Israelites back 

to Jerusalem carrying, among other things, 5400 items of gold and silver, what would be your primary A #1 

concern?  Of course, it would be security.  We have to protect ourselves and we have to protect the temple 

treasure.  We are not told anything here about the trip and it may well be that tight security measures were in 

place throughout the journey, but when they finally reach the broken down walls of Jerusalem, their first 

task is not to rebuild the walls and establish a safe perimeter.  Their first concern is to build an altar for 

worshipping the Lord.  It was not that they were unconcerned about security -- that was an issue.  But, did 

you read verse 3 of chapter 3?  "Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar on its 

foundations and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices."  Then 

they celebrated the feast of tabernacles -- then they offered the burnt offerings and the new moon sacrifices 

and the freewill offerings.  What is the point here? 

 

It is, of course, the absolute priority of worship in the lives of the people of God.  Worshipping God was 

more important than protecting themselves from their enemies.  It was more important than planting crops. 

Before they established herds, they killed a great many of the animals they brought with them for sacrifices. 

 Wouldn't that seem a bit imprudent to you?  Wouldn't it be better to wait and start the sacrifices again after 

some walls were built and some new calves and lambs were born?  And the seed crops were in the ground?  

From where we sit maybe -- but not from where they were.  The most important thing they could do was to 

worship God.  It was their number one priority!  What is your highest priority activity?  Establishing 

security for yourself and your family?  Or worshipping God??  Friends, Zerubbabel knew what he was 

doing!! 
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In the second month of the second year, under Zerubbabel's leadership, they laid the foundations for 

rebuilding the temple.  I am sure that you noticed that there was a great shout of praise that went up from the 

congregation as they sang one of King David's Psalms. 

 

But many of the older priests, Levites and family heads, the ones who had seen Solomon's temple wept 

aloud - shouts of joy and loud crying all at once.  It could be argued, I suppose that they were tears of joy on 

the faces of the old ones but I don't think so.  I think they were tears of sorrow and that they flowed for three 

reasons.  First, I think they were tears of repentance.  If Israel had not sinned so grievously against the one 

true God there never would have been an exile and all of those deaths and all of that pain would not have 

occurred in the first place - tears of remorse.  Next I think they were tears of regret because even though 

only the foundation was being laid, they already knew that this rebuilt temple would in no way approximate 

the glory of the one Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed.  There was no way they could replace Solomon's 

temple. 

 

Finally I think they were tears of disappointment because the dimensions of this new temple were the same 

as those of Solomon's temple.  The real visionaries of Israel were looking for something more along the 

lines of Ezekiel's vision of chapters 40-48.  The eschatalogical Temple of the sovereign Lord - the one that 

will last forever and ever and will be named, "The Lord is there!" 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk to you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

  


