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WEEK 71, DAY 1              KNOW THE WORD         1 TIMOTHY 1, 2 and 3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 71 of Know the Word!  Today we read 1 

Timothy chapters 1-3.  It is hard to believe that we have come to the last two letters of the Apostle Paul.  (I 

probably should warn you in advance that traditionally the Book of Hebrews has also been attributed to Paul 

even though his name is not mentioned anywhere in the Book.  (We'll leave the question of its authorship to 

be considered at a more appropriate time.) 

 

Please remember that we are now considering the personal correspondence of the Apostle Paul.  We will 

certainly find nothing in these personal letters which will in any way contradict what we have already 

learned from Paul's congregational letters, but these letters are warmer and more intimate.  It is very clear 

that Paul's relationship with Timothy is a very special one indeed.  He calls him "my true son" in verse 2 of 

chapter 1 and several verses later he again says Timothy is "my son."  This morning as I reflect on this letter 

I am looking back across the years to ask how many people would want to say that their spiritual 

relationship with me is so important that they would call themselves my sons or daughters.  When I close 

my eyes I can see some vivid faces.  I can recall some mighty victories and I can remember some very 

difficult times.  This much is very clear to me: the most important possessions that I have after more than 20 

years of ministry are the relationships that I have with a group of people who are my spiritual children.  

They are more important than any accomplishments - more important than any organizations, more 

important than any honors I might have gained along the way.  They are a crowning glory. 

 

Just a few days ago I was sitting in my family room when the telephone rang.  The voice on the other end of 

the line was instantly recognizable even though I haven't heard it for many months.  It belonged to a man 

who is one of my spiritual "sons."  What a joy it was to hear from him and to learn that he and his family are 

still strong in the Lord.  That phone call challenged me mightily to remember that those relationships are 

still the most important things in my ministry.  My life is very busy, and I'm pretty sure that your life is just 

as busy as mine.  There are meetings to attend.  There are projects to complete.  There are bills to pay and 

there are phone calls to return.  I have to take care of my wife and children and I need to fix the car.  I am 

expected to do this and that...So it is very easy to convince myself that I do not have time to nurture new 

believers, to invest in their lives.  But Paul was busy too.  It is just that he understood that the most 

important thing of all was to invest his life in others so he gave himself to Timothy, to Titus, and to others as 

well. 

 

Now, the first thing you noticed I'm sure is the amazing degree of similarity that exists between this letter 

and the one that we read last week which Paul sent to Timothy's friend Titus.  Both men were Paul's 

apprentices.  Both had been left behind to finish some of the work that their mentor had been unable to 

complete in the churches before moving on.  Both are obviously contending with the purveyors of the 

endless genealogies and myths of the Judaizers who were threatening to distract and even derail the local 

church from its task.  Both Timothy and Titus have been charged with identifying and establishing strong 

leaders for these newly established fellowships.  The list of qualifiers for holding a leadership position in the 

church here is nearly identical to the one we encountered last week. 

 

We found two "trustworthy sayings" this morning and as I told you last week, they are always worth noting. 

 The first one was in verse 15 of chapter 1:  "This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of whom I am the worst."  That memorable verse tells us 

something about Christ and it also tells us something about Paul.  It is another of these succinct statements 

that tell us why Jesus came to earth - "To save sinners" - it fits with what Jesus said about coming "to seek 
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and save that which was lost" and about coming to "give his life as a ransom for many."  This is 

foundational.  It is the heart of evangelical Christianity. 

 

There is a portion of the church that would summarize the purpose of the incarnation by saying that Christ 

came to show us how to live or that He came to show us God's love.  While both of those statements are true 

in themselves, neither gets to the heart of the matter.  Paul does.  Christ came to save sinners.  That is the 

crux of the matter. 

 

Of  himself, Paul says, "I am the worst of all sinners."  He is thinking, of course, about the fact that he had 

persecuted the church in the period before his conversion on the Damascus Road.  The important thing of 

course is not to add up all of Paul's sins and compare them with those of every other convert, but to 

recognize that despite his status as an apostle, and leader of the church, Paul knew he was not worthy of the 

grace of God.  Each and every day of his life, Paul the Christian was amazed by the grace of God and 

humbled by the realization that he had been made the beneficiary of that grace.  That is the way it must be 

with us!! 

 

The second trustworthy saying of today's reading was found in verse 1 of chapter 3.  "Here is a trustworthy 

saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task."  Then follows the list of 

qualifications that is nearly identical to what was written in Titus except that to Timothy's list Paul adds that 

overseers must be able to teach and that they must not be recent converts because recent converts are 

susceptible to the danger of conceit.  This is a warning to which too little attention has been paid especially 

when young people have been converted to Christianity and then encouraged to enter ministry careers as 

church leaders before time has been given for the disciplines of Christianity to develop and mature.  The 

other difference you may have noted between Timothy and Titus is that the Book of Titus speaks of 

overseers and elders (apparently using the terms interchangeably) while the Book of Timothy speaks of 

overseers and deacons with an obvious distinction between those two offices.  Some denominations have 

established elders as the lay leaders of the local congregation while others think the elders are the overseers 

or pastors and the lay leaders are then called deacons.  This difference is rooted in the ambiguity 

surrounding Paul's use of the terms in these two passages. 

 

Before we move to another topic, did you notice that Paul says the wives of church leaders ought also to be 

examined before their husbands are given the responsibility of leading God's people.  They too must be 

worthy of respect and trustworthy and they must not be malicious talkers.  A great many churches have been 

ripped apart by the wagging tongues of its leaders’ wives.  It was so in the first century and it is still true in 

the 20th! 

 

There is a controversial passage in the chapters that we read this morning and this is as good a time as any to 

tackle it.  Paul clearly assumes that the leaders of the churches to whom he writes and with which his 

apprentices will deal are men.  In a day when the strident voice of feminism is clearly heard, I am quite 

likely to make someone angry here, but the fact remains that Paul, though he clearly saw women as equal 

before God and as having legitimate ministry gifts, still believed that men should have the final authority 

within the local congregations.  Some would say that it was only a matter of culture and that since women in 

our culture are recognized in every area of public life as workers, leaders and even as heads of state, we 

need not and should not "hold the line."  In the church by excluding women from leadership positions, 

enforces the principles they would say by expecting marital fidelity and Christ honoring spouses, but let 

women serve.  This is, after all, the 20th century, not the first. 
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And then we run head long into Paul's puzzling words in 1 Timothy 2:11-15.  "A woman should learn in 

quietness and full submission.  I do not permit a woman to teach or have authority over a man; she must be 

silent.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  And Adam was not the one who was deceived; it was the 

woman who was deceived and became a sinner.  But women will be saved through childbearing -- if they 

continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety."  Frankly, I am not sure how to interpret these difficult 

words, but one thing is very clear.  Paul's insistence on male leadership was not rooted in the customs of his 

society but in a theological understanding.  While I cannot pretend to fully explain that, I for this reason 

must stand with all the theological chauvinists of the historical church and say while I am not at all sure that 

I fully understand why it must be so, I believe that only males should be pastors or elders in the church of 

Jesus Christ.  By now some of you have probably turned off your tape recorders, I'm sorry. 

 

I have to admit that though according to the Genesis account it was Eve who was first deceived by the 

serpent, Adam chose quite consciously to follow his wife in disobedience and bore full responsibility for his 

actions.  Adam's sin was Adam's fault, not Eve's, even though she made a wrong choice first.  Interestingly 

enough, the scripture traces the sin nature that all people inherit back to Adam, not Eve!  "For as in Adam 

all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive!" 

 

You need to know that many books and articles have been written to try to deal with this very difficult 

subject.  Obviously many people do not agree with my somewhat traditional view.  I want to encourage you 

to search the scripture, think deeply and pray fervently about this issue. 

 

Paul is writing a personal letter here, but he has much to say that relates to the doctrine of Christ.  The first 

trustworthy saying told is why Christ came -- to save sinners, but Paul tells us much more as well.  He says 

that Jesus  Christ is "the One mediator between God and man Who gave Himself as a ransom for all men."  

That, of course, is another way of saying that Jesus is the only way to God.  He is the bridge.  Some of you 

grew up believing that you could approach God through some other mediator or "go-between."  Perhaps a 

famous saint who loved God so much that he or she earned a special place and right to be heard.  This 

passage in 1 Timothy 2 teaches us that we can approach God only through Jesus Christ. 

 

The last verse that we read today is also Christological in its focus.  It appears to be part of an early hymn or 

creed.  Of Christ it says "He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the spirit, was seen by angels, was 

preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory."  The incarnation, the 

resurrection, the ascension and the exaltation of Christ seem all to be referred to in this verse. 

 

Paul's belief in the power of prayer is clearly seen throughout these chapters.  He talks about requests, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving and urges us to offer them for everyone - especially for kings and for 

those in authority over us.  Fervency in prayer, according to Paul, is one of the best tools we have to insure 

the kind of atmosphere we need to live godly lives in peace and quiet.  He especially calls for men (the 

Greek word means males not human beings) to lift up holy hands in prayer.  That is a challenge to which we 

ought to be paying a lot of attention today.  Somehow in too many churches and homes prayer has become 

"woman's work."  Well it is but it is equally men's work and if men do not pray, the church will not prosper. 

 It is probably worth noting that one acceptable posture for prayer is to stand with uplifted arms.  Bowing on 

our knees and prostrate on our faces are the other most often mentioned postures.  I think I have noted with 

you before that the only common position not endorsed by scripture for prayer and worship is the sitting 

position! 

 

The New Testament tells us little about the situations of Alexander and Hymaneus.  2 Timothy says that 
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Alexander was a metal worker who did Paul a great deal of harm, but it doesn't tell us how.  Hymaneus is 

also mentioned in 2 Timothy as a heretic who had been teaching that the resurrection of the saints had 

already occurred.  These two were among the ones who let go of their faith and good consciences and 

shipwrecked their Christian lives.  That still happens (more often than we would like to admit).  Remember 

how important it is for you to finish well.  The Bible and the history of the church are full of "shipwrecks."  

You and I need to take care that we are not among them. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 WEEK 71, DAY 2                1 TIMOTHY 4, 5 and 6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning we read chapters 4-6 of 1 Timothy and finished Paul's 

letter to his beloved son in the Lord.  It is a letter full of instruction to a young pastor.  In the passage we 

read yesterday Paul said that his intent was to come to Timothy as soon as possible, but until then the letter 

is meant to give Timothy advice with regard to how people are "to conduct themselves in God's household." 

 So it is that chapters 4-6 are full of instruction on just that issue.  Chapter 4 contains Paul's instructions 

about how Timothy, the pastor is to act.  Paul returns to that subject at the end of chapter 6.  Sandwiched in 

between, Paul gives advice with regard to widows, elders, and slaves. 

 

Now, I am very sure that you took note of that telltale phrase again today: "This is a trustworthy saying."  It 

is the third time that we have seen it in 1 Timothy.  In the first two instances it preceded a cardinal truth that 

Paul wanted to emphasize.  In chapter 1 the truth was that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  

In chapter 3, it was followed by the assertion that anyone who desires to be an overseer in the church desires 

a noble task.  Here however some commentators believe that the trustworthy saying formula follows rather 

than precedes the important truth that Paul wants us to grab hold.  If they are correct, then the important 

truth is found in verse 8: "... physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 

holding promise for both the present life and the life to come."  If they are correct, it is the only place where 

Paul uses the formula after rather than before the truth he wants to emphasize, but it is an important thing 

for us to remember.  I am continually amazed at the things some people will do to keep their physical bodies 

in top condition while totally neglecting the task of keeping spiritually fit.  Every where I look there are 

gymnasiums, diet labs and health food stores.  The catalogs are full of home exercise equipment and people 

spend enormous amounts of energy, time and money on all of these things.  That is all well and good, but 

our physical bodies will only last for seven or eight decades, spiritual fitness will profit us both in this life 

and the next -- for all eternity.  We have seen the Apostle Paul make that point before -- especially in the 

Corinthian letters. 

 

Other commentators and scholars, however, believe that here - as in the other places where Paul uses the 

"trustworthy saying" formula, it comes before the point to be remembered.  If they are correct then the thing 

Paul most wants us to remember from chapter 4 is that "we have put our hope in the living God, who is the 

Savior of all men and especially of those who believe."  Did your eyebrows raise just a bit when you read 

that?  A question immediately suggests itself, doesn't it?  Is Paul saying that all men will in the end be saved 

whether or not they believe in Christ?  Does he mean that the ones who believe will of course be better off 

than those who do not, but in the end all will be saved anyway?  Some people do read the passage that way 

and build upon it a case for a theological position known as universalism.  Briefly stated, universalism says 

that because God is love and because He does not want any to perish in the end, He will condemn no one to 

hell but will graciously extend salvation to all.  Buddhists and Moslems, Jews and Animists, good and bad, 

everyone will be accepted though perhaps they will have to suffer a little bit first to be rescued after death 
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by a second chance that God will offer them.  If you ask a Universalist for biblical proof of his view, this is 

one of the passage to which he will take you to prove his case. 

 

It doesn't work though, because we have learned to interpret scripture in light of the larger context of God's 

Word.  God will never say something in one part of His Word that contradicts another.  The number of 

passages which clearly disprove Universalism is myriad, but I will be content to quote just a few.  There is 

John 3:18 for example.  John 3:16 you know.  Verse 17 says, "For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but to save the world through him."  Then comes verse 18: "Whoever believes in him 

is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in 

the name of God's one and only Son." 

 

John 14:6 you know as well: "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No man comes unto the Father except 

through me."  And just yesterday in this very same letter to Timothy, Paul himself said, "There is one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." 

 

So then, whatever Paul means by saying, "God is the Savior of all men, especially those who believe," he 

cannot be teaching Universalism in any form at all.  I believe that what he is affirming is that God's salvation 

is for all men in the sense that Christ's death was sufficient to care for the sins of each and every individual 

on the face of planet earth.  The only ones who actually are forgiven though, are the ones who put their faith 

and trust in Jesus Christ! 

 

Probably the most well known verse in the passage we read today is also one of the most often misquoted 

verses in the whole Bible.  In chapter 6, verse 10, Paul tells Timothy that "the love of money is the root of 

all evil."  He did not say that money is the root of all evil.  If he had we would all need to take a vow of 

poverty, but that is not what Paul said.  Money is a tool and like most tools it can be used for good or evil, 

but the love of money (we usually call that greed) is an unmitigated evil.  Guard your hearts, my dear 

friends, and remember that Jesus once said you cannot love both God and mammon.  It will be one or the 

other!  If you need proof of that, remember the rich young ruler.  He loved money and discovered that he 

could not also love God.  I say it again: guard your hearts! 

 

A very significant portion of what we read today is given over to dealing with instructions for taking care of 

widows of the first century church.  In the absence of any kind of social service system like we have in our 

country, a widow in biblical times was in a very precarious position.  Remember Tamar, the daughter-in-law 

of Judah, and Ruth?  If a widow had a family that could care for her, she might survive, but if they could 

not, or would not support her, then life would be very grim indeed. 

 

We learned in the Book of Acts that caring for the widows was a high agenda item for the church in 

Jerusalem, and in the Book of James we are reminded that "true religion" means caring for the widows and 

the orphans.  This passage in 1 Timothy is the most detailed one in the New Testament dealing with the 

subject.  It is apparent that there was a very well developed system.  Paul mentions a "list" or a roll.  The 

widows on the list were supported by the church.  To be eligible she needed to be over 60, without relatives 

capable of caring for her and deemed worthy by virtue of her faithfulness to her deceased husband and her 

life of righteousness.  In a day when government may be forced to cut back on "entitlement" programs, it 

may again become necessary for the western church to find a method of caring for the widows.  The 

instructions of this chapter contain some useful insights.  First, there was no expectation that every person 

would be cared for without regard whether or not they were deserving or willing to work hard.  "Welfare" as 

we know it simply did not exist.  Next, family was expected to care for family.  Paul's instructions make it 
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clear enough that some were trying to evade their responsibilities to care for widowed relations.  Christians 

do whatever is necessary to care for their families.  Younger widows should be encouraged to remarry so 

they will remain industrious and not bring disrepute upon the church of Christ. 

 

Did you notice Paul's command with regard to Timothy's public ministry?  He is to devote himself to the 

public reading of scripture - that is first and presumably the most important thing; then, to preaching and to 

teaching.  Now the public reading of scripture would be even more important to the early church than to us 

because first of all books (or manuscripts) were rare, very few would have access to them and secondly 

many of the saints would be illiterate.  They would need to have the scripture read aloud to them to hear and 

know the word of God.  Even making allowances for this great difference between AD 60 and 2000 AD, the 

reading of scripture must still be kept right at the forefront of the public ministry of every pastor and every 

church.  Reading the scripture to God's people and then preaching and teaching it to the people of Christ is 

the number one most important thing that a pastor can do. 

 

For that service, a pastor, according to Paul, is worthy of being cared for and supported by the church.  "Do 

not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain...a workman deserves his wages." 

 

The ambivalence of the New Testament with regard to the issue of slavery showed up again today.  We have 

seen that everyone is equal in God's eyes and that Christ broke down all the barriers between men.  Slavery 

is seen as evil and those who engage in the slave trade are the worst of all evildoers.  Yet Paul enjoins slaves 

to be loyal to their masters and says that slaves with believing masters should show them all due respect.  I 

would have expected him to tell the masters to set the slaves free, but he does not.  I suppose that is 

something I am going to have to ask about when I get to heaven. 

 

At the end of his letter, Paul reminds Timothy that we are waiting for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Then he attaches a marvelous benediction.  “God is the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord 

of lords who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light whom no one has seen or can see.  To 

Him be honor and might forever.” 

 

I still like the old KJV better: (Sing) "Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible the only wise God, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. Amen.  Be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 71, DAY 3                 2 TIMOTHY 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the Book of 2 Timothy and finished the last of the 

letters written by the Apostle Paul.  (As I indicated earlier this week, the Book of Hebrews has traditionally 

been attributed to Paul, but it does not actually bear his name.  In any case, 2 Timothy is certainly the last 

thing he wrote that has been preserved for us. 

 

Though we cannot be absolutely certain of this chronology, it would seem that Paul's initial imprisonment at 

Rome which is recorded at the very end of the Book of Acts concluded with Paul's release from prison. The 

Book of Philippians, which we recently read was written during that period of confinement.  If we are 

correct in this supposition, it is very probable that Paul's desire to proceed west to places where the gospel 

had not yet been preached was satisfied.  (You will remember that he had expressed that desire in his letter 

to the Christians at Rome.)  Tradition tells us that Paul journeyed as far as Spain and then was arrested again 

and once again brought to Rome for a final imprisonment before the Emperor Nero took his life making 

Paul yet another apostolic martyr for the Lord Jesus Christ.  This last letter to Timothy would have been 

written during the second imprisonment just before his death.  As we read the Book we get the feeling in 

portions that we are reading something like a last will and testament.  In any case, Paul has written his own 

epitaph here. 

 

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure.  I have 

fought the good fight.  I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will award to me on that day - and not only to me, but 

also to all who have longed for his appearing." 

 

We have talked many times about the importance of finishing well and have noted that the majority of 

identifiable leaders in scripture did not accomplish that goal.  That is why we talk about it so much.  It is 

very sobering indeed to realize how often an individual who has started well for Christ fails to finish the 

race.  My friends, it is critically important that you and I not become lax about our walk with Christ.  The 

danger is great that we will be distracted and "pulled away" from our commitment to Him and to the work 

He has given us to do. 

 

Did you notice as you read today how many people Paul mentions who failed to finish well.  Let me quickly 

walk through the list of people he mentions here.  In chapter 1 we meet Eunice and Lois, the mother and 

grandmother of Timothy.  They finished well.  (I cannot help noting as we pass these faithful women the 

great advantage that godly parents pass on to their children.  It is a precious heritage, the importance of 

which could hardly be overestimated.  Next Sunday when you go to church, look around you.  I can 

guarantee that the majority of people in the room will have come from homes in which at least one parent 

knew and loved the Lord.)  But Phygelus and Hermogenes are also mentioned in chapter 1.  They are 

spiritual deserters.  They abandoned the apostle when he needed their help.  Onesiphorus is a winner, he 

was faithful.  Demas shows up in chapter 4.  He is a deserter.  In the spiritual marathon of faith, he gets a big 

DNF - "did not finish" next to his name.  During an earlier period of Paul's imprisonment - when Onesimus 

the runaway slave came to Paul in Rome, Demas was noted in Philemon 24 as a fellow worker of the 

apostle.  He is also mentioned in Colossians 4.  But here with sadness Paul simply says, Demas loved the 

world and has gone to Thessalonica.  He's a dropout. 

 

Crescens, Titus, Luke, Mark, Tychius and Carpus are all winners - faithful men who stayed the course.  

How delightful it is to see Paul write "Mark is helpful to me in my ministry" - thank God for Barnabas who 
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insisted on giving Mark a second chance after his initial failure in missions and ministry.  Failure need never 

be final in the life of a Christian and Mark finishes well!  Alexander the metal worker we met in 1 Timothy. 

He lost his good conscience and his faith.  He was spiritually shipwrecked.  His failure did much damage to 

Paul and to the infant church. 

 

The rest of the saints mentioned at the end of chapter 4 are winners; Priscilla and Aquilla we know well.  

Trophimus, you will probably not remember, but he was in Jerusalem with Paul when the famine offering 

was delivered.  When the riot started in the temple which led to the arrest of Paul, it was because the Jews 

had seen Trophimus the Ephesian with Paul in Jerusalem and assumed wrongly that Paul had brought him 

inside the temple precincts!   

 

Eubulus, Prudens, Linus and Claudia are also mentioned.  They were probably all members of a Roman 

house church.  If we include Timothy himself, there are 20 people other than Paul mentioned in the Book of 

2 Timothy.  Five of the 20, 25% are "losers" - washouts who did not finish the spiritual race. 

 

That is perhaps the reason that Paul places so much emphasis on the subject of spiritual discipline in this 

little Book.  He emphasizes to Timothy again and again that the Christian life is not easy - it takes discipline 

and toughness, determination, and grit.  "Join me in suffering" (chapter 1).  "Be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ" (chapter 2).  "Endure hardship like a good soldier", "Compete like an athlete", "work hard like a 

farmer", "Guard the deposit with which you have been entrusted." 

 

Anyone who has the idea that being a disciple of Jesus Christ is supposed to be an easy thing did not get that 

idea from the Apostle Paul who says over and over again, expect it to be hard - expect to be persecuted - 

expect it to be more like a war than a walk in the park.  And they didn't get the idea that Christianity would 

be easy from Jesus either.  I have a son who is an athlete.  He trains very hard to maintain his physical 

conditioning.  I need to be at least as disciplined in my spiritual life as he is about his athletic endeavors. 

 

We encountered another of Paul's trustworthy sayings this morning.  It was found in chapter 2.  "Here is a 

trustworthy saying: If we died with Him, we will also live with Him: if we endure, we will also reign with 

Him.  If we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot 

disown himself."  Once again, we are reading the words of an ancient hymn or creed that was already in 

wide use in the church of Paul's day.  It is sobering and comforting all at once.  If we disown Him, He will 

disown us - Christian, watch how you live - it matters but at the same time take great encouragement from 

this even if we are faithless, we can rejoice in the fact that He will remain faithful.  God always keeps His 

word and His word to us is that even when we have fallen, "If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness!  I fully believe that both portions of that 

creedal confession are true.  We need to be careful how we live and we dare not abandon our commitment 

to Christ, but we need not live in fear because God will never abandon His commitment to us! 

 

Some Christians seem to live in constant fear that because of some thoughtless or unintentional sin they 

might lose their salvation and be rejected by God.  They need to memorize the last part of this ancient hymn, 

"Even if we are faithless He will remain faithful for He cannot deny himself."  God will not stop loving 

them and God will not forget that He has promised to keep them.  Other professing Christians take exactly 

the opposite road.  They are sure that because they raised their hand at an evangelistic rally, they are 

automatically saved no matter how they are living or what they have done.  These people need to memorize 

the first part of the creed.  If we disown Him He will disown us. 
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Right in the middle of this letter are two verses that I wish all of you would memorize.  They are 2 Timothy 

3:16 and 17 "All scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."  These verses are 

critically important to us because they teach us that the Bible is not man's word about God but God's word 

about Himself and about us. 

 

As Christians we believe that the Bible is the "inspired Word of God."  That word “inspired” comes from 

the King James translation of 2 Timothy 3:16: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God."  The NIV 

translation we read today gives it a more literal translation of the word "theopheustos."  It means "God-

breathed" - "exhaled by God."  That carries some pretty important implications.  It means that scripture is 

authoritative.  It is God's Word. 

 

I can tell you everything that I think I know about any given subject.  Some of what I tell you will probably 

be accurate and some things I say might very well be inaccurate - partially or completely wrong.  That is 

possible because I am a finite being.  I don't have every possible bit of knowledge and I am quite capable of 

making mistakes and believing things to be true when in fact, they are false.  Because I am finite, you can 

never be 100% sure that the information you get from me in completely and totally accurate.  There is at 

least a chance that I could make a mistake. 

 

But with God it is a very different story.  God never makes an error.  He never makes a mistake.  There is 

nothing He does not know and He is in possession of all the data, all the time.  There will never be a time 

when His knowledge becomes outdated or in need of revision.  If God says it - it is true and it will never 

stop being true. 

 

All of the things you learn in a history book or a science book are always subject to change.  Just yesterday I 

read a newspaper article which theorizes on the basis of newly discovered "facts"; the planet Pluto might not 

be a planet at all but a broken bit of asteroid - "space junk" that was drawn into the orbit of the sun.  The 

"facts" of history can be changed by the data uncovered in some archaeological dig or by the discovery of 

ancient manuscripts previously unknown.  But scripture because it is "God-breathed" is true now and will 

always be completely and totally true.  It is completely authoritative. 

 

Usually, when we frame our doctrine of scripture we clarify the meaning of the word “infallible” by another 

word - "inerrant" meaning that it is incapable of error even in matters which relate not to faith but to history, 

science, or mathematics.  I, for one, do not believe that the Bible could be infallible (i.e. completely 

authoritative) without also being inerrant (i.e. without error in any detail); the first implies the second, but 

just to be sure we are being clearly understood it is important to use both words when we are framing our 

doctrine of scripture. 

 

Please notice that we believe scripture to be infallible, not because we can prove it to be so at every single 

point and not because we can "solve" every reputed problem that has been put forth by skeptics.  We believe 

it because that is what the Bible says about itself.  Every Christian belief including what we believe about 

the Bible itself must be rooted in what the scripture itself teaches! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow! 
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WEEK 71, DAY 4                            DANIEL 1 and 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we returned to the Old Testament and were introduced to 

Daniel - a contemporary of the Prophet Ezekiel who was transported into Babylonian exile at the time of 

Nebuchadnezzar's first trip to Jerusalem with a conquering army.  When Jehoiakim surrendered to the king 

of Babylon, the great king of Babylon decided not to destroy the city.  He contented himself instead with 

extracting heavy tribute, stripping the temple of some of the more valuable items and taking the crème de la 

crème of Judah's young aristocrats as hostage. 

 

Apparently the practice of the Babylonian overlords was to deport the young men with the greatest potential 

for leadership and put them into the diplomatic school of the empire.  When (and if) they graduated they 

would be put into the service of the king in some portion of the empire far away from their native land.  This 

policy accomplished two goals.  First, it decreased the possibility that the land conquered by Babylon would 

rise up in successful revolt against the empire.  By taking the young men with the greatest potential for 

leadership to Babylon, any future rebellion was already weakened by the loss of its best leaders.  Secondly, 

if the aristocrats of the conquered lands adapted to their new environment, the Babylonian empire was given 

a tremendous pool of talented leaders from which to draw administrators for the various portions of the 

empire. 

 

Into this pool Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were introduced.  They were renamed for political and 

theological reasons.  Politically, Nebuchadnezzar wanted to make Babylonians out of them.  He wanted 

them to lose their Hebrew roots.  Theologically it was important because each Hebrew name expressed a 

piece of doctrinal belief about Jehovah the God of Israel.  "Daniel" means my judge is God.  His Babylonian 

name Belteshazzar means Bel is judge.  Hananiah means Jehovah has shown grace.  He becomes Shadrach, 

the command of Aku (a Sumerian moon god). Mishael (who is what God is) becomes Meshach who is what 

Aku is? and Azariah Jehovah has helped becomes Abednego or servant of Nego. 

 

The other main players in what we read today are Nebuchadnezzar himself, and Arioch the commander of 

the king's guard who was given the task of exterminating all of Babylon's wise men because they could not 

tell the king the content of his disturbing dream. 

 

In chapter 1 the issue is compromise.  Daniel and his friends are expected to eat the food of the king's tables. 

It was a diet for which most prisoners of war could only dream!  But Daniel and his three friends do not 

want to indulge themselves because it would mean violating the dietary restrictions of Old Testament 

Judaism.  Keep in mind that they were not the only exiles from Jerusalem.  Many other young Israeli 

noblemen were also there and they apparently had decided that "when in Babylon, do as the Babylonians" - 

so they swallowed their scruples with their meat.  I am very sure that they found a way to rationalize their 

decision.  After all they were prisoners and no one had given them any choice.  Surely God would not want 

them to starve...It is true they were not given any choice - but they did not seek to find any alternative either. 

Daniel did and in this he and his three companions distinguished themselves as men of principle who were 

unwilling to compromise themselves for the sake of personal advancement. 

 

God's willingness to honor the men who would not compromise their principles stands as a beacon to us - 

and a reminder that the little choices do matter and God does notice how we handle the smaller issues in 

life.  I am very sure of one thing.  If Daniel and his friends had caved in on the little issue of diet, they would 

not have had the courage to stand tall in the big crisis of chapter 3... but more of that tomorrow. 
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It probably needs to be said before we move on to talk of other things that the Jews were not vegetarians 

even though that is the diet for which Daniel and his friends opted.  Their aversion to meat may have had to 

do with the kind of meat being offered or with the fact that the meat may have been first offered to idols. 

 

We have noted before that God often dealt in Old Testament times with "outsiders" by means of dreams.  

The pharaoh whose dreams Joseph interpreted comes immediately to mind.  In fact the two stories are very 

similar in a number of ways. 

 

Abimilech, the king with whom Abraham and Sarah had deceitful dealings, was another dream recipient as 

was Jacob at a time in his life when he would hardly have been open to any other kind of revelation. 

 

You will remember that when Jerusalem finally fell and was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, the officers of 

his army had orders from their king to spare Jeremiah the prophet of whom he already had specific 

knowledge.  The source of that knowledge may have been Daniel who Nebuchadnezzar meets for the first 

time in Daniel chapter 2.  Much more importantly, however, it is here that Nebuchadnezzar has his first 

encounter with the living God. 

 

The miracles recorded in the first few chapters of Daniel are of immense importance to both the Jewish 

exiles and the Babylonian king.  This is so because from outward appearances, the conquest of Judah by the 

Babylonian army did not suggest that the Babylonian gods were more powerful than the God of Israel.  Both 

the Jews and the Babylonians needed to learn that this was a very wrong view of things; not only was the 

God of Israel more powerful than the Babylonian gods - He was all powerful because He alone existed - 

they were only idols.  Nebuchadnezzar's dream was his first step toward learning who God really is and how 

powerful and sovereign He is!! 

 

As we read this little Book together, we should be looking for its emphases on the sovereignty of God, on 

the power of prayer, on the long range scope of God's plan of redemption and on the wonderful grace of 

God.  All four of those cardinal themes of the Book of Daniel can be located in chapters 1 and 2. 

 

God's sovereignty is shown in that He and He alone can reveal the contents of the dream and in its 

interpretation where Daniel bluntly tells Nebuchadnezzar that God alone has given him his kingdom but 

only for a short time.  The power of prayer is seen in Daniel's plan for discovering the dream.  He prays and 

solicits the prayer support of his three young friends.  His confidence in the power of prayer is almost 

astonishing as he asks for Nebuchadnezzar's permission to interpret the king's dream before he had any 

knowledge of its contents, and in that after the four men prayed, Daniel apparently went to sleep and was 

given the vision as he slept!  Watch out as you are reading this Book -- when Daniel and his friends pray, 

God responds often in a very big way!!  Daniel had clearly mastered the art of praying "in faith, believing!" 

 

The long range score of God's plan for redemption is illustrated here by the contents of the dream and there 

will be four empires: Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian is one, second the Medo-Persian empire, the 

Alexandrian empire, and the Roman one mixed with iron and clay.  Later on in this amazing Book of 

prophecy, Daniel will predict with such remarkable accuracy the events which occurred after Alexander's 

empire was broken into four portions, that modern critics, unwilling to accept the phenomenon of fulfilled 

prophecy would posit a date for the writing of this Book around 160 BC instead of in the sixth century BC 

when Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar actually lived and worked. 

 

Even that trick won't work, however, because Daniel's prophecies go on to speak of the Roman Empire and 
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even of the exact time when Christ's ministry would begin.  Later on we will see parts of this Book that look 

all the way down to the very end of the church age. 

 

And God's grace?  Well we saw it in chapter 1.  God remembers His servants in exile and He shows great 

favor toward them.  He causes them to prosper.  In chapter 2, He graciously answers Daniel's prayers.  And 

in chapter 3 - well more of that tomorrow!! 

 

I suppose that a brief history lesson is in order here so hold on to your hats while I spit out some dates.  The 

Babylonian empire (if we want to be really technical we should call it the Neo-Babylonian Empire to 

distinguish it from an older one of when King Hammurabi was the leading light) lasted from 

Nebuchadnezzar's ascension in 605 BC through his death around 560 BC and through the reigns of evil - 

Merodach his son, Neriglissar and Labashi-Marduk.  In 555 BC Nabonidu engineered a coup d' etat and 

ruled until the Persians conquered Babylon in 539 BC.  Daniel is around for that whole time. (We'll talk 

some more about Nabonidus when we read Belshazzar's story in chapter 5). 

 

The second empire - the Silver one began when Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 BC.  The Medo-Persian 

period continued through Cyrus' life - he died 10 years after entering Babylon and two of his sons.  Then 

came Darius who overthrew Cyrus' second son and brought the Persian Empire to its peak of power.  His 

son was Xerxes and his son was Arja Xerxes. They figure very prominently in the history of ancient Greece, 

failing to subdue Athens and the other Key Greek city-states at the height of their democratic powers.  The 

Medo-Persian influence lasted for about 200 years. 

 

The third kingdom is that of the Greeks.  The Greco-Macedonian kingdom began with Alexander the Great 

and his invasion of Persia in 334 BC.  Alexander's empire went from the border of what we would now call 

Bosnia, all the way to the Inous River in India.  When Alexander died in 323 BC his kingdom was split into 

four pieces -- a fact reflected a little later in the Book of Daniel.  His four generals - Antipater, Lysimaches, 

Seleucus, and Ptolemy carved up the empire and that situation remained constant until the Roman empire 

began its conquest of the former Greek empire in the period beginning 190 BC and ending with the 

acquisition of Egypt, the last piece of the Battle of Actium in 31 BC.  (Anthony and Cleopatra figure in at 

that time!)  The Bronze Kingdom then lasted nearly three centuries before the Iron Empire of the Romans 

took over. 

 

Now not every scholar will identify the fourth kingdom as Rome but the ones who do not usually disagree 

because they have difficulty with the idea of fulfilled prophecy in Scripture - not because there is a better 

identification available.  If you believe that the Bible contains real prophecy - then you will accept the idea 

that the fourth kingdom is Rome. 

 

The feet of the statue made of iron and clay seem to point to a final phase of the Roman Empire "marked by 

some sort of federation rather than by a powerful single realm." 
1
 (Glennon Archer, Daniel, Expositors Bible 

Commentary, p. 48) 

 

The final score of Nebuchadnezzar's dream is of great importance to us.  A rock cut from a mountain 

becomes a fifth kingdom.  It rolls down a mountain and smashes against the brittle feet of Nebuchadnezzar's 

image breaking it to pieces and grinding the image to dust which the wind blows away while the rock 

becomes a mountain that fills the earth.  "The fifth God established kingdom is destined to endure forever -- 

a realm never to be destroyed.  Not only Daniel 7, but parallel passages leave us in no doubt that this fifth 

realm is the kingdom of God, ruled over by Christ and enduring even after its earthly, millennial phases is 
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over."  2 (IBID.) 

 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream is even more striking when you discover as I recently did that the Babylonians 

regarded the earth as a huge mountain.  Their word for earth was E-kur "mountain house." 

 

The dream God sent to Nebuchadnezzar was intended to clearly establish to the ancient despot that Jehovah, 

the God of Israel, was the "God of gods" - the absolute sovereign over all the powers (even including the 

king's own patron gods Marduk and Nabul, the "Lord of kings" on earth, the true Lord of History." 3 (IBID) 

 

There is just one final thing to which I want to alert you.  Chapters 2 - 7 of this Book of Daniel, the part of 

the Book that relates to God's dealings with the Babylonian Empire are written in your Old Testaments, not 

in Hebrew but in Aramaic - the most commonly spoken language of the ancient world during the period of 

Babylonian ascendancy.  I am sure that this linguistic switch was made so that the Babylonians - and King 

Nebuchadnezzar in particular could read what God had said about them!  One particular Aramaic chapter, 

chapter 4 which we will read tomorrow, is very special indeed because it was written, not by Daniel, but by 

Nebuchadnezzar himself!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow! 

 

WEEK 71, DAY 5                     DANIEL 3, 4 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Daniel chapters 3 and 4, and encountered two of the 

most exciting chapters we will ever read. 

 

So far in the Book of Daniel we have watched the progress of God's dealings with one very powerful and 

very proud despot named Nebuchadnezzar - the great king of Babylon.  First there were those reports from 

his spies over in Jerusalem - reports about a holy man named Jeremiah who communed with the God of 

Israel - who they said was the God of all the earth.  Then, if Nebuchadnezzar took the time to familiarize 

himself with what was happening in his diplomatic school, there would have been the remarkable progress 

of those four Jewish boys.  They ate the simplest of all diets, disdaining the rich food of the king's table, but 

in every single test they proved to be the best and not just by a little.  They stood head and shoulders above 

the best.  Could it be their God? 

 

Then came that dream.  In a fit of anger Nebuchadnezzar swore that he would kill every last wise man in 

Babylon because they could not make the contents of that troubling dream known to him.  It's not fair they 

said - only a God could do that and just in case the king hadn't noticed, the gods don't live with men.  He 

would have carried out his threat too - sometimes even kings paint themselves into corners they can't get out 

of - especially proud kings.  But then Arioch, the captain of the guard, reported to him that one of the Jewish 

men Belteshazzar, Daniel, could tell him what he had dreamed, and interpret the dream as well.  That day 

ended with the king of Babylon on his face prostrate before Daniel saying, "Your God is the God of gods 

and Lord over kings."  The light was beginning to dawn on Nebuchadnezzar, king of kings.  

Nebuchadnezzar was beginning to pay attention, but he wasn't a convert - not yet. 

 

Then came the Plains of Dura that means "fortress."  Nebuchadnezzar had erected a 90' statue of himself 

and commanded that all men bow down and worship it.  That should be some indication of the size of the 

prize of Nebuchadnezzar, and an indication that he had not yet understood who was really sovereign in 

Babylon.  Daniel was not present that day, perhaps he was not in Babylon that day or else busy on the king's 
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business and therefore not present at the ceremony.  It is also possible that the men who set the ambush for 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego deliberately kept Daniel out of it because they feared the great power he 

wielded with the king.  For whatever reason Daniel wasn't there. 

 

Perhaps the reason for the ceremony was to unite the politics and the religion of the empire.  The pharaohs 

of Egypt had done it before Nebuchadnezzar and the Caesars of Rome would do it after him.  Once again 

Nebuchadnezzar lost his temper.  When told of the refusal of the Hebrews to bow down, he was furious.  

His royal pride had been challenged.  With the furnace heated seven times hotter than normal, they were 

thrown in. 

 

I know you noticed their faith.  Our God will deliver us from your majesty's power.  But if not, we shall not 

serve your gods or worship the gold image you have set before us.  There is that "either way we win 

attitude" that we saw in Paul's letter to the Philippians.  By the way, I am very sure I know exactly what 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thinking about when they were bound and thrown into the furnace. 

 They were quoting the words of Isaiah the prophet; chapter 43 verses 1, 2 and 3.  "But now Jacob, this is 

the word of the Lord, the word of your creator, of him who fashioned you O Israel: fear not for I have 

redeemed you, I call you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the water I will be with you; when 

you pass through rivers they will not overwhelm you; walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, 

through flames and they will not burn you.  For I am the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, your 

deliverer." 

 

They claimed the promise of scripture and they found it to be completely and totally true.  They were not 

scorched.  They were not burned and they were not alone.  There was a fourth person in the fire, one "like a 

god" - almost certainly this is a Christophany - a preincarnate appearance of Jesus Christ, the clearest 

example I can find in the whole Old Testament of this phenomenon.  When Jesus says I will never leave you 

or forsake you, friends, He means it! 

 

At the end of that day Nebuchadnezzar issued this decree.  "Anyone whatever his people, nation or 

language, if he speaks blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, is to be hacked 

limb from limb, and his house is to be reduced to rubble; for there is no other God who can save in such a 

manner."  Yet another step in Nebuchadnezzar's march toward faith. 

 

Then comes chapter 4, the most remarkable document in the whole Bible: the personal testimony, written by 

his own hand in the Aramaic language, of King Nebuchadnezzar - the greatest king in the history of the 

world in his day - the most prolific builder in the ancient world - the builder of the hanging gardens of 

Babylon - one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  "I Nebuchadnezzar, was living contentedly at 

home in the luxury of my palace..." and Nebuchadnezzar has another dream. 

 

This time he has so much confidence in Daniel that he is willing to tell God's prophet the contents of this 

dream.  He is sure that the interpretation Daniel will give will indeed come from God and be true and 

accurate.  The tree of this vision, the one that reaches the sky and is visible to earth's furthest bounds, sounds 

very much like the tree that Jesus describes as representing the kingdom of heaven in a parable that He tells, 

but the tree Nebuchadnezzar sees is himself.  At the command of the heavenly watcher, (an angel) the tree is 

cut down and its stump is banded with iron. 

 

A full year passed between the coming of the dream and the execution of God's judgment upon 

Nebuchadnezzar.  Those twelve months were the period of time allotted by a long suffering God for the king 
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to repent of his overwhelming pride, but he did not do it.  So everything the prophet had predicted came true 

and for seven years (a very common length of time in the Bible) Nebuchadnezzar the Great was mad - living 

like a beast in the gardens of his kingdom.   

 

At the end of that time a much chastened and repentant king is given back his reason and his kingdom.  The 

most remarkable personal testimony in the Bible ends with these words, "Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise 

and exalt and glorify the king of heaven for all His acts are right and His ways are just and he can bring low 

those whose conduct is arrogant."  Nobody knew that better than Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Do remember, in the Book of Isaiah, the declaration of the Lord, "I will not share my glory with any man."  

That is the explanation of this incident.  Nebuchadnezzar was in the title of a children's book I used to read 

to my children, The Braggy King of Babylon who was claiming for himself the glory that belonged to 

Almighty God alone.  God will never tolerate that. 

 

The old theologian used to talk about something called, "irresistible grace."  What is meant by that term is 

that when God sets His love upon any individual and decides to save him, the power of his grace and love 

will be irresistible.  We may try, as did Nebuchadnezzar to resist His call upon our lives, but we will always 

fail because God's will and God's love are so much stronger than our own.  Now please understand that I am 

not saying that we do not exercise real choices or that we cannot for a time shake our rebellious fists in 

God's face.  I do say, however, that he will always win a contest of the wills.  We cannot hold out 

indefinitely against the sovereign hand of God. 

 

I know that many of you have never before heard anyone say what I just said.  You have been taught that 

man's will is so free that God's will is bound, and there are some examples in scripture that would seem to 

support that view.  Nevertheless, passages like Daniel 4 coupled with teaching passages like the 9th chapter 

of Romans, seem to argue for the view of the Puritans - God's grace is truly irresistible.  I don't know about 

you, but I am very thankful for this truth, because I would not have chosen Him.  He chose me. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

  


