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WEEK 70, DAY 1                               EZEKIEL 46-48 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 70 of Know the Word.  Today we finished the 

Book of Ezekiel and I am sure you are as excited by that fact as I am.  Someday, you and I are going to meet 

the man who wrote this Book.  Have you ever stopped to think about that -- about all of the saints who have 

gone before who we are going to meet in heaven?  I know it will be different there, because we will be 

different, but I still think that Ezekiel (and all the other Biblical authors) will want to know how their work, 

their contributions to the library that we call the Bible, were used to affect the lives of God's people.  So I 

can imagine Ezekiel looking you straight in the eye and saying, When you read my Book, how did it change 

you?  What help did it give you in living your life as one of God's chosen people?  Now you won't have to 

avert your gaze and say, "Sorry - I never got around to that Book.  It seemed so long and so hard to 

understand."  Now you will be able to answer with joy and excitement! 

 

I don't know about you, but the first answer I will give to that question if Ezekiel (or anyone else, for that 

matter) asks, is: "Reading the Book of Ezekiel helped me to understand the heart of God a great deal better 

than I ever had before.  It helped me to zero in on what God is trying to accomplish in His work among the 

people He created."  It is all summed up in that oft repeated phrase, "And then they will know that I am the 

Lord their God."  God wants the whole world -- starting with His chosen people to be conscious, that He 

and He alone is God, and virtually everything that He does in conjunction with humanity is bent toward the 

goal of revealing His power, authority, love and character to people. 

 

Next, I suppose reading this Book again has reminded me of the heavy responsibility that goes along with 

being appointed as a watchman in the city.  If a watchman does his job and warns the population of 

impending danger, no one can hold him responsible for anything that follows.  If people refuse to listen to 

the warning that is sounded, then they are responsible for their own destruction.  But, if the watchman is 

asleep -- or fails for any reason to warn the citizens of the danger approaching, then the blood of the slain 

will be on his hands.  Friends, we are the watchmen.  It is time for us to sound the warning.  Ezekiel has 

taught me that again. 

 

The third, great impression that I will carry away from our reading of this long Old Testament book is a 

determination to never again grumble at God for giving me such a hard and demanding job.  Both Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel have helped me to see how little God has required of me as a servant and how ashamed I ought 

to be of my attitude when I start feeling like I am being asked to carry an unfair shape of the load.  Much 

more was asked of this Old Testament giant who silently (his tongue was literally incapacitated for years -- 

except when God wanted to use it) did whatever God asked -- even when it broke his heart to do it.  His wife 

died!  And God would not let him mourn in public.  That was a heavy load.  But Ezekiel obeyed. 

 

Finally, I think my reading of the Book of Ezekiel has put a sense of great anticipation in my heart with 

respect to the future.  I do not pretend to completely understand all that we have read together in the last few 

weeks, but I am mightily interested in seeing how these far ranging prophecies will be fulfilled, and I cannot 

wait to glimpse the heavenly Jerusalem that I think is being described in the passages that we read on Friday 

and today. 

 

I know that it is debatable whether Ezekiel is describing here an earthly scene during the millennial kingdom 

in the Jerusalem we know or whether he is telling us about the New Jerusalem that the Apostle John 

describes in the Book of Revelation, but a couple of things in the last few chapters that we read today may 

in fact be pointing to the latter idea. 
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The first is the river that is described in chapter 47.  It comes out from beneath the temple and then flows 

south and east down toward the Dead Sea.  (The sea Ezekiel is talking about is not the Mediterranean Sea 

but the Dead Sea!)  As the river flows away from the temple it gets deeper.  A thousand cubits from the 

temple it is ankle deep.  Another thousand cubits and it is knee deep.  Another thousand and it is waist deep, 

and another thousand cubits and it is now deep enough to swim in and apparently swift enough that no one 

can cross it. 

 

Ezekiel doesn't mention any other tributaries feeding into the river to cause it to get so deep and voluminous 

--  indeed if the idea that its power and purity come from the fact that it flows from the temple then other 

sources are impossible.  This is God's river.  I need not tell you that this description is supernatural.  There is 

not a great water source waiting to erupt beneath the temple mount in Jerusalem. 

 

The river Ezekiel describes is a river of life.  It turns the Dead Sea into fresh water so that it begins to 

support an incredible abundance of life -- fish and lush vegetation.  Just in  case you did not already know it, 

the Dead Sea is the lowest (1300 ft below seal level) and the saltiest (25%) body of water in the world.  It is 

not now a very hospitable place right now!  But Ezekiel says, “In my vision it is going to be.” 

 

It is impossible to read Ezekiel's description and not think about the river of life that is described in 

Revelation chapter 22.  It flows supernaturally from the throne of God and on each side of it stands the tree 

of life.  Its leaves, John says, are for the healing of the nations.  In the case of the Book of Revelation, we are 

explicitly told that John's vision was "symbolic."  Might it not also be the same with Ezekiel's river and 

might they not both be pointing to the same thing?  Let me read you a passage from the book that Harry 

Ironside, a well known Bible teacher of the last generation wrote about Ezekiel. 

 

"For many, the river in this chapter is a literal stream which will break forth from underneath the temple in 

millennial days and will divide into two parts according to Joel 3:18 and Zechariah 14:8; thus linking the 

Mediterranean Sea with the Dead Sea and giving the city of Jerusalem itself a water harbor.  All this may be 

true, but that this passage in Ezekiel refers to the same thing does not seem to the present writer either to be 

reasonable or in accord with what we learn elsewhere in scripture.  What is the river that proceeds from 

under the threshold of the sanctuary of Jehovah?  Can it be other than that same glorious stream .. in the 

22nd chapter of Revelation?  Of such a river scripture speaks in many places.  Wherever God rests we find a 

river flowing.  There was one in Eden, a literal river flowing forth from the garden and dividing into four 

great stream; but elsewhere we find the river spoken of in a spiritual sense.  In Psalm 36:8 we read, “Thou 

shalt make them drink of a river of thy pleasures” and in Psalm 46:4 we are told “There is a river, the 

streams whereof shall make glad the city of God” ... This is not a prophecy of some literal river to break 

forth from the floor of the temple in the future, but at the time the Psalmist wrote, it was a blessed fact, and 

it is a fact still, that there is such a river of refreshment of which all may drink who are willing to stoop 

down in repentance and receive that which God so graciously offers.  This accords with what we have in the 

New Testament, “Whosoever will let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).  “Our blessed 

Lord” Ironside continues, 'using the same figure said, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, from within him shall flood rivers of living water” (John 

7:37, 38).  “He has promised to bless and refresh the dry places like a river” (Psalm 105:41); and Isaiah 

twice speaks of peace like a river (48:18, 66:12); while both the Psalmist and Jeremiah tell us of the 

righteous man who is like a tree planted by the rivers of water (Psalm 1:3, Jeremiah 17:8).  Speaking 

prophetically of our Lord Jesus Christ, Isaiah says, “A man shall be as a hiding place from the wind and a 

covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadows of a great rock in a weary land.” 
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(32:2) ... Whether, therefore, Ezekiel's vision of a river will be fulfilled literally or not we do not know.  Of 

this we may be sure: it does speak to us today of that same glorious river which is brought before us in so 

many other places in the word of God." 
1
 (Ironside, Ezekiel, p. 324-326) That is what Ironside writes 

concerning this river and it may provide some food for thought. 

 

The second hint that Ezekiel may be using symbols to speak of the new heaven and new earth described by 

Revelation 22 is the very last sentence of his great prophetic book: "And the name of the city from that time 

on will be Jehovah-Shammah: the Lord is there."  In Revelation 22 John writes: "And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, Now the dwelling place of God is with man.  He will live with them.  They will be 

his people and God Himself will be with them and be their God."  He says in the New Jerusalem there will 

be no night and no need of sun or lamp because God's presence will be a sufficient source of light and 

warmth.  It may well be that in these last chapters Ezekiel is looking even beyond the millennial age to the 

new heaven and the new earth.  

 

If that is so then our questions last week about the need for and the function of sacrifices are all answered -- 

the descriptions of the temple and its worship then become symbolic elements meant to direct our attention 

to the primacy of worship and to the activity that will be our preoccupation for all of eternity -- the worship 

of the Lamb and of our God.  Ezekiel used these particular symbols because they were the ones that would 

be most meaningful to the audience to whom he was writing and speaking.  To them the words worship, 

sacrifice and temple were synonymous. 

 

Even the portion of today's reading that described the physical distribution of land around Ezekiel's temple 

vision has it parallel in the Book of Revelation.  The twelve tribes in Ezekiel's vision are each allotted a 

portion of the land of Israel with the city of Jerusalem and its environs at the center.  (Ephraim and 

Manasseh each get a full share and Levi is cared for within the temple precincts.)  The city of Jerusalem has 

twelve gates -- one for each of the tribes of Israel.  (In this list the tribe of “Joseph” appears by lumping 

Ephraim and Manasseh together, and Levi gets a gate just like the other tribes.)  The description of the 

heavenly city in Revelation 22 reveals an analogous sense of symmetry and it also has a gate for each of the 

twelve tribes. 

 

I hope that I have not disappointed you too badly by not settling definitely and conclusively for all time the 

issue of whether or not the temple of Ezekiel 40-48 will be a literal one built during the millennial reign in 

which the religion of Judaism with all of its sacrifices will be reintroduced, or a spiritual one depicting the 

eternal state of bliss in which we will live forever as worshippers of the king of kings.  I personally incline 

toward the latter opinion, but there are a lot of Bible scholars who would disagree with me ... Now that you 

"Know the Word" of Ezekiel you will be in a much better place to make your own decision on that score. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 70, DAY 2                    PHILIPPIANS 1-2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Day 2 of Week 70 of Know the Word.  We are 

returning to the New Testament today to the prison epistles of the Apostle Paul and specifically to the Book 
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of Philippians.  We will be reading Philippians, Philemon, Paul's two letters to Timothy and the Book of 

Titus all together.  They will bring us to the end of the New Testament letters that bear the name of this 

great apostle. 

 

Now I am very certain that you remember the story of the establishment of the church in Philippi.  It 

happened during Paul's second missionary journey.  He and Silas responding to the Macedonian call which 

came to Paul one night while he was sleeping, crossed over into Europe from Asia and began to preach.  

Philippi, one of the first places they visited had no synagogue, so Paul's usual tactic of beginning to preach 

in the synagogue would not work, but there was a place of prayer down by the river, and that is where he 

met Lydia.  Paul's preaching was received by this business woman and her friends but opposition soon 

overtook them and they were flogged and jailed.  The earthquake came at midnight but instead of escaping 

Paul and Silas led the jailer and his family into faith in Christ.  Released from prison and freed because it 

was discovered that Paul, a Roman citizen had been unlawfully beaten, they were still forced to leave 

Philippi and its fledgling church.  The total stay in that place to establish a church was very brief (perhaps 

only a matter of weeks) yet the church took root and grew. 

 

Paul says, in his greeting that the Philippians have been his “partners” in the missionary enterprise "from the 

first day until now" and notes that Epaphroditus had been sent to him from the Philippians with the intent of 

ministering to Paul's needs in prison.  Evidently the connection between Paul and the church at Philippi 

remained very strong through the years. 

 

Paul is writing this letter from Rome where he has gone as a prisoner.  It is written then at the very end of 

the time period described by the Book of Acts as Paul awaits for his appeal to be heard and wonders what 

Caesar will do with him.  His uncertainty with regard to the outcome of that appeal is evident throughout the 

two chapters that we read today: He wants the saints at Philippi to keep on praying for him because it is 

through those prayers that he will be delivered.  But whether that deliverance will come via martyrdom or 

release, he has no idea and furthermore he is not even sure which fate he would most prefer: "for to me to 

live is Christ and to die is gain."  If I go on living - it will be good for you but if I die I get to be with Christ 

and that is better for me! 

 

Paul had the perspective that he absolutely could not lose.  He is about to face Nero, not exactly known for 

justice emperor, but he has no fear because to him the outcome is in God's hands and it really doesn't matter 

- he cannot lose.  That is a very healthy perspective to have, my friends. 

 

Even in prison it is apparent from these paragraphs that Paul has been a busy man.  Because he is a prisoner, 

the gospel has been spread right through the palace guard of the emperor himself and the church in Rome 

has been built up.  The word “praetorian” which appears in Philippians 1 could refer to the palace of Caesar 

himself, but it is more likely that Paul's reference is to the praetorian guard - the group of soldiers who 

would guard the prisoners of the emperor. 

 

A number of very “memorizable” verses appeared in our reading today.  Philippians 1:6 is one of my very 

favorite ones: "Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you, will carry it on the 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus."  Verse 1:21 I have already quoted, "For to me to live is Christ and 

to die is gain."  2:12 is another: "Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed - not only in my 

presence, but now much more in my absence - continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling." 

 

That last verse might need just a bit of explanation.  After having read the Book of Romans together, I know 
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that you understand the theology of the Apostle Paul well enough to know that he is not saying that we can 

“earn” our salvation before God.  That is entirely a matter of grace and it rests upon the finished work of 

Christ on the cross.  There can be no doubt about that at all.  So, in what sense are we to “work at” our 

salvation?  The first part of the answer to that question comes when we examine Paul's rejoinder in light of 

its context.  Remember, that is the first rule of Bible interpretation.  When you want to understand what any 

verse of scripture means, always look to the context in which you find it. 

 

This verse comes toward the end of a passage in which Paul tells the Philippian Christians that they need to 

come together in unity.  I don't know what the issues were that were bringing friction into this body.  

Tomorrow we will read about two women who were having trouble getting along.  But like every fellowship 

that has ever been, there were some “issues” that threatened to separate Christians from one another.  After 

counseling the Philippians to follow the example of Christ's humility, Paul says now work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling.  The first and primary application is to the interpersonal problems in the 

church, Paul says: "Work it out!"  In a larger sense however, we are entirely correct in applying this verse to 

our understanding of the “process” of salvation. 

 

Remember (we have talked about this before) there are three parts to the salvation that we possess: past, 

present, and future.  We were saved when we first put our trust in Christ.  We passed from death to life once 

and for all.  We are being saved right now as God's Spirit works in us to make us more and more like Jesus.  

In that regard as we cooperate with the Spirit of God by obeying His Word and seeking to honor Him we 

can, in fact be said, to be working out our salvation.  One day, praise God, the process will be finished, and 

we will be saved - complete in Him.  That is what Philippians 1:6 means when it says that God will bring to 

completion the work He has begun in us. 

 

The most interesting and important portion of the two chapters we read today is undoubtedly the ancient 

hymn that is embedded in Philippians 2.  It is almost certainly a sample of the hymnology of the early 

church.  It's subject matter is the person and work of Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

I am certain that if you and I were to climb into a time machine and ride back to a first century and attend a 

church service in Philippi, we would hear the congregation singing this hymn.  That is one of the really great 

things about the hymns of the church.  They give us an opportunity not only to praise, but also to learn and 

sing our theology.  

 

Here are the things I want for you to remember about this hymn: 

 

First, it clearly proclaims the deity of Jesus Christ.  He was God.  It starts who being in very nature God.  

The actual word in Greek is "Morphe" or "form" - who being in the form of God, but the NIV translation 

“very nature” is a good one because Morphe in ancient Greek was always “used to express the way in which 

a thing, being what it is in itself appears to one's sense..." 
2
 (Philippians: Word Biblical Themes, Gerald F. 

Hawthorne, Waco 1987, p. 67) to what (it) or in this case he is in himself.  That understanding is 

underscored by the fact that Christ was equal with God and by the borrowing of that "Jehovah" passage that 

we talked about when we read Isaiah 45:23-24.  Isaiah, you will remember, reports Jehovah as saying 

"Before me every knee will bow, by me every tongue will swear."  Paul says that passage is equally 

applicable to Jesus - why, because Jesus is God. 
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Secondly, this hymn just as clearly teaches that Jesus Christ is fully man.  Jesus, who was God, humbled 

himself by becoming a man!  Now we need to be clear about what Paul is saying here because his words 

have led some people down through time to two wrong conclusions.  In verse 7 it says He (i.e. Christ) took 

the very nature or form (its the same word morphe) of a slave and was made in human likeness...and verse 8 

says that He was found “in appearance as a man.”  If we forget that verse 8 is only meant to clarify and build 

on verse 7, it might be possible to leap to the idea, as did some early gnostic heretics, that Jesus did not 

actually become a human being, He only made himself look like one!  That is not what this passage - or any 

other in the New Testament - intends to teach. 

 

The other erroneous idea stems from the language in verse 7 which begins “but made himself nothing” -- a 

more literal translation of the Greek verb Kenoo' is “to empty.”  The suggestion that Christ somehow 

“emptied himself'” has produced in some the idea that when Christ became a man He left His deity behind 

so He was God and not man.  Then He became man but not God.  Then when He went back to heaven He 

became God again.  That view is sometimes called the "kenosis" theory from the Greek word upon which it 

is based.  There is no other passage which in anyway confirms that view and a great deal in terms of New 

Testament teaching to refute it.  When Christ became a man He laid aside His glory (Jesus' prayer in John 

17 alludes to that), but He did not lay aside His deity.  He humbled and emptied Himself not by forfeiting 

something but by acquiring, or adding, something that is a human nature with all of its concomitant 

limitations and that is exactly what the passage says: "He made himself nothing" (or emptied Himself by) 

"taking the very nature of a slave."  He made Himself less by adding human nature to Himself. 

 

The third thing we need to take away from this first century hymn is the structure.  It has two verses.  The 

first one talks about Christ's voluntary humiliation.  He humbled Himself by becoming a man and even more 

by dying and most of all by dying on a cross.  The second verse talks about exaltation: "Therefore God 

exalted him to the highest place ..." voluntary humiliation then exaltation, that is a very biblical pattern.  It 

fits Joseph and Moses, David and Daniel.  It fits Jesus and Peter and Paul and it fits us.  Remember Peter's 

words?  "Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you at the proper time." 

 

One last thing about this Christ hymn.  It is theology -- doctrine - of the highest order but its purpose in the 

text is to help us learn a certain behavior.  It's here in a passage that is all about humbling ourselves.  Paul 

says just do what Jesus did.  If He could humble Himself and not go around grabbing for glory that was 

rightly His, we can humble ourselves just like Him.  Doctrine for Paul always leads to practice.  It should for 

us too! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 WEEK 70, DAY 3                      PHILIPPIANS 3-4 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 3 and 4 of the Book of Philippians.  I am sure 

that at least part of what we read today was pretty familiar to you.  I am sure of that because we read the first 

11 verses of chapter 3 once before, many weeks ago when we were trying to understand the Apostle Paul in 

terms of his background.  Nevertheless I am sure that it did us no harm to read it again today, and it will do 

us no harm either to review and remember what we learned. 

 

Before coming to Christ, you will remember, Paul was a Pharisee; a proud, self-righteous, highly disciplined 
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and very legalistic man.  His Jewish pedigree was impeccable.  He was a real blue blood and the things upon 

which he relied to establish his position before God are duly noted: - his parentage (tribe of Benjamin), his 

adherence to ritual (circumcision), his religiosity (he was a Pharisee) and his morality (as to legalistic 

righteousness, faultless).  I couldn't say that but Paul did.  "But whatever was to my profit I now consider 

loss.”  He says I count it all as rubbish; the old KJV says "dung", manure! 

 

I know that we have looked at all of this before but I want you to remember this passage, because it will be 

very useful to you in dealing with people who still do not understand salvation by grace.  Its power comes 

from the fact that the four things upon which Paul was relying before he met the Lord Jesus Christ are the 

same four things - parentage, ritual, religion, and morality -- that people still rely on today.  If Paul for all of 

his pedigree and sincerity found them useless, then men and women with whom we are working will find 

them just as ineffective today!! 

 

Paul's little tirade is an attempt on his part to counter the emphasis that the Judaizers who followed him from 

place to place (especially on that second missionary journey) had made to Paul's converts.  First, they had 

said you have to be - or become a Jew and keep the law, then you can become a Christian!   No, Paul says - 

the righteousness that we need, and the righteousness that you and I have comes from God and comes 

through faith in Christ and it is more valuable than anything and everything else in life!! 

 

The verses that sum up the life of Paul as well as anything he ever wrote are here in this passage: verses 7-

14.  "Whatever was to my profit, I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 

have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, - the 

righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection 

and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so somehow to attain 

to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 

perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me...But one thing I do: 

forgetting what is behind and straining (the Greek word is agonidzo - agonizing) toward what is ahead, I 

press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." 

 

That in a capsulized version is what Paul of Tarsus was all about!  And of course it is what we should be all 

about as well.  It is probably worth noting in passing that if he was not a sports fan (and that seems hard for 

me to visualize in my brain), Paul was at least very familiar with the importance of sports to the Greek 

culture.  Remember Philippi is in Greece, the home of the Olympic games.  His verbiage here comes right 

out of the 10,000 meter run.  You can see Paul running his race, thinking about the prize - agonizing, 

straining toward the finish line!! 

 

Now while I would not be so bold as to once again suggest that we are reading the most important chapters 

in the Bible, I cannot help but notice how much of chapter 3 and 4 qualifies as memorizable texts.  The 

Book of Philippians as we saw yesterday is literally full of them.  There is, of course, the passage I just 

quoted: verse 7-14 of chapter 3.  There is also a passage from verse 4 to verse 8 in chapter 4. 

 

"Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all.   The Lord is 

near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your request to God.  And the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
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whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable -- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy -- 

think about such things..." 

 

A great many Christians have memorized and been transformed by those two passages from Philippians 3 

and 4.  I commend them both to you. 

 

Oh, I almost forgot Philippians 4:13 - a verse that every Christian needs to memorize and put to use - "I can 

do everything through him who gives me strength." 

 

The two chapters we read this morning also give us some insight into Paul's plea for humility and unity in 

the church that we read yesterday in chapter 2.  One source of disagreement threatening the Philippian unity 

was apparently doctrinal in nature.  That, I think, is evidenced by the passage I quoted from chapter 3.  Paul 

was stressing there the fact that like a runner taking aim on the Olympic games victory, he had fixed his eyes 

on the goal and was straining onward.  Mature Christians are like that, he says, and yes, there are things 

about which we disagree.  If on some point you feel differently than me, let God make it plain to you - He 

will.  Let us unite around Him and trust that He will bring clarity to the issues that tend to separate us. 

 

In chapter 4, Paul urges the church to help Euodia and Synthche resolve some personal issues which have 

separated them as sisters even though both have been valued Christian workers. 

 

When we read Paul's letter to Timothy in just a few days, we will have opportunity to see this again, but I 

hope that you noted that the Apostle Paul did not believe that He - or anyone else for that matter - would 

arrive at a place of spiritual perfection.  I haven't arrived yet, he says, I am pressing on - trying to become 

more and more like Jesus Christ.  I am becoming like Him and someday, when I see Him, I will be like Him. 

 

When we read 1 Corinthians, not long ago, we saw Paul's desire to be a model.  He said to the saints at 

Corinth "follow me while I follow Christ."  The same zeal and confidence is in evidence in this letter: "Join 

with others," he says, "in following my example...take note of those who live according to the pattern we 

gave you."  Could you turn to a younger Christian and say that?  "Just do what I do."  That is the challenge 

before every mature believer; to be able to say with Paul: "Whatever you have learned or received or heard 

from me, or seen in me - put it into practice!  “ That's amazing - that's the kind of life I want to live and I 

want you to live and mark this: when we are living like that, we, like Paul, will be reproducing ourselves 

over and over again in men like Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, and Clement.  (To that list of names you may 

add the list of the names of the men and women you are discipling.) That last person - Clement was 

identified by Origen, one of the church writers and leaders a few generations later as Clement of Rome, the 

bishop of Rome in the second century - just one generation removed from the apostles.  Paul's ministry and 

model produced leaders for the church.  Men and women that he called "yoke fellows" not apprentices and 

subordinates but equals in the service of the Lord. 

 

One little project that I have as we pursue our mutual goal of "knowing the word" of God is to try to 

remember at least one significant thing about the content of each chapter we read together.  My Philippian 

memories are these:  Chapter 1: to me to live is Christ, to die is gain.  Paul is in prison.  He doesn't know if 

he will be executed or released.  He doesn't even know what he wants.  He just knows to live is Christ and to 

die is gain.  Chapter 2 - The Christ hymn - Let this mind be in you which also was in Christ Jesus.  He was 

equal to God, took on the form of a servant and has been exalted.  Every knee will bow to Him.  Chapter 3 - 

I press on toward the mark - straining, agonizing toward the goal, the mark of the high calling of Christ for 

my life.  That's all about priorities and Chapter 4 - think on these things.  Whatever is noble, true, right, 
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think of these things.  That is very important to me because so often I find my mind settling in upon "other" 

things! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 70, DAY 4                  TITUS 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the Book of Titus.  Now, I want to be sure that you 

understand that there is one very big difference between the Book of Titus and all the writings of St. Paul 

we have previously read.  Titus, the two letters to Timothy and the little letter to Philemon, are all the works 

of Paul that we have left to read - are all "personal" letters as opposed to being letters to whole churches.  

Instead of being addressed to the saints at Corinth or Ephesus or Philippi, they are "mailed" to an individual 

- a colleague and friend of the apostle.  Two of the recipients of these letters, Titus and Timothy, were 

young colleagues -- we might rightly use the word "apprentices" of the great apostle.  Reading their mail is 

very instructive, indeed, because it helps us to see how Paul talked to men who were going to be the next 

generation of leaders in the apostolic church.  These letters which I have grouped together because they are 

personal rather than "church" letters are obviously much briefer than the church epistles but under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, they too have been preserved for the edification of the whole church and they 

are very valuable to us - especially those of us who like Timothy and Titus aspire to be leaders in the church 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

The letters to Timothy and Philemon, along with the epistle of Philippians which we have just read, were 

written from prison as Paul was waiting the decision of Caesar.  Paul in those letters is in bonds.  He cannot 

move about and must rely on others to carry messages and make visits for him.  This letter, written at an 

earlier time, is written to a worker who Paul left behind on the Island of Cyprus to help establish the 

churches there while the apostle forges on to new work.  Meet me at Nicopolis, Paul tells Titus.  That's 

where we will spend the winter this year. 

 

Anyone who is in any way interested in the subject of Biblical leadership will do well to look toward this 

little letter.  It tells us a great deal about how to be leaders and also about how to make leaders of others! 

 

The very first thing that catches our attention as we read this little Book is what the Apostle Paul has to say 

about the qualifications for leadership in the church.  He says if you are going to be an elder or an overseer 

(that word is sometimes translated 'bishop') there are some qualifying and disqualifying issues.  With regard 

to character, he must be blameless - a husband of one wife, a father of true believers, gentle, even-tempered, 

sober, gentle, honest, hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, disciplined, and holy.  In addition to all of 

this, a leader must be able to hold fast to sound doctrine.  My friends, we need to understand this: what 

qualifies a person to lead in the church of Jesus Christ is a character that is like Christ's character.  The very 

last thing that Paul tacks on to his list is knowledge related - the ability to hold and teach sound doctrine.  

All the other qualifications Paul mentions have to do with the fruit of the Spirit and with the disciplines of a 

holy life that we as leaders must model and practice. 

 

I believe that I have shared with you before the fact that there are at least four things that combine to 

produce a person who is effective in ministry: a Christ-like character (that is first), the disciplines of the 

mature Christian life, the mastery of biblical and theological knowledge, and finally an ability to use the 

specific skills associated with New Testament ministry.  We tend to emphasize the last two of those 
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categories, but Paul clearly believed that the first two were the most important.  Listen!  90% of what we 

need to be successful in ministry is a character related that more and more resembles the character of Christ. 

 Success in ministry, power in our Christian lives flows out of Christ-like character.  What we do needs to 

follow from who we are.  I have known some very gifted people over the years who had all kinds of talents 

and ministry gifts, but they did not have the character of Christ and they were ineffective and even 

destructive in ministry. 

 

The passage we read today also gives us a very good look at the method that the Apostle Paul used to 

develop new leaders -- he took on apprentices and he mentored them!  That he was extraordinarily good at 

this is evident.  As soon as you mention the name of Paul, a whole cluster of other names come to mind.  

Barnabas, the son of encouragement, was Paul's mentor; but virtually all of the other names: Silas, Timothy, 

Titus, Luke, Epaphroditus, Mark, Onesimus (and there are others).  All of them were Paul's apprentices, 

men he developed into leaders who after his death would step into the fore as acknowledged leaders of the 

churches in Asia Minor and Europe.  Paul's method for discipling was copied from Jesus.  He invited men to 

go with him, to be with him.  They watched him work, he showed them what to do, he watched them work.  

He dispatched them on short field trips to work on their own and finally he released them to do the same 

things he had done.  We will look at this concept again when we read his letters to Timothy, but allusions to 

Paul's methodology are all through the Book of Titus as well.  He calls Titus his "son" and that is a telling 

comment.  It is possible, very possible in fact, that Paul had personally led Titus into a saving faith in Christ, 

but whether or not that was so, Paul had developed such a close relationship with Titus that he was like his 

"father."  The idea of mentoring rings all through this brief letter.  Older men are called upon to be 

temperate, worthy of respect, self controlled and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.  Why? -- So that 

they can encourage the young men.  The older women are called upon to "train" the younger women in the 

ways of Christ. 

 

Titus himself is encouraged by Paul to "set an example by doing what is good.  In your teaching show 

integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you 

"can have nothing bad to say about you."  The word "disciple" means "learner," but the learning disciples 

needs comes not only through the mind but through the eyes and the heart as others "see" God's truth and 

reality in our lives, and master not only the content but the disciplines (the context) of the Christian life by 

practicing them with us. 

 

Once again in this little letter, we are immediately confronted with the fact that Paul's ministry was still 

embroiled in controversy and opposition from rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers -- especially 

from the circumcision group.  That is important for us to notice again because leaders are always opposed 

and criticized by the ones who do not wish to be led.  Paul was, Jesus was, Moses was -- every leader is.  

Friends, if God raises you up to be a leader in His church, you will be opposed.  That is a simple fact.  Some 

people will not like what you are doing and where you are going.  Paul's advice to Titus is "don't get 

sidetracked, stay focused." 

 

Avoid the Jewish myths and endless genealogies.  In fact after you have warned a divisive person for the 

second time, don't get stuck by continuing to dealing with the same issues over and over again.  Leave them 

alone.  Don't get sidetracked.  The other side of that same coin of advice is "stay focused."  The grace of 

God has appeared and teaches us to live for Christ.  "While we wait for the blessed hope -- the glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ ..."  Jesus is coming.  That is the bottom line.  In light of 

that great truth, some of the things that Christians choose to argue and debate become unbelievably small by 

comparison.  I have watched Christians argue and nearly come to blows over incredible issues.  In seminary 
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one day I watched while two students in dead earnestness got furiously angry with one another as they 

argued about whether the Bible teaches superlapsarianism or infralapsarianism.  (I have no intention of 

explaining those terms right now but if you get a theological encyclopedia out I will guarantee that they are 

real terms -- and it's a legitimate, though rather obscure theological question); I have seen Christians argue 

with fervor (and heat) over whether baptism ought to be by immersion or sprinkling -- without even getting 

to the point of dealing with whether it is for children or believing adults only.  A denominational school split 

apart over whether Christ's return would be before or half way through the tribulation!  A church that I know 

split because some people believed that God created the heavens and the earth in seven literal 24 hour days 

and others believed that it happened in seven periods that might have been longer than 24 hours each!  

Those are the kinds of issues Paul says we dare not let distract us from our primary focus.  We are looking 

for the return of the King - we dare not lose our sense of urgency or get distracted from our task. 

 

By the way, before we move on to another topic, did you notice how Paul referred to Christ in that verse 

which directed us toward the Second Coming?  He called him "The great God and our Savior."  Jesus, 

according to Paul, is God!!  He didn't say the son of God our Savior.  He said the great God our Savior.  

There is no more unambiguous statement anywhere in scripture than that one!  Jesus Christ is God.  Titus 

2:13 is well worth memorizing. 

 

Every one of Paul's epistles teaches, emphasizes and is built upon the glorious truth that justification -- 

salvation comes by grace through faith.  The classic passages enunciating that great truth are found in 

Romans chapter 3 and in Ephesians 2:8-9.  But there is a passage of identical emphasis and nearly as much 

importance to be found in Titus chapter 3.  It is found in verses 5-8: "He saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 

the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.  So that having been 

justified by His grace, we might become heirs, having the hope of eternal life."  Not only do those verses 

spell out very clearly that salvation comes by grace through faith in the finished work of Christ, but they 

also help us to understand the true meaning of Christian baptism.  The outward sign of baptism points to an 

inward reality, "the washing of rebirth" which has already been administered by the Holy Spirit of God.  

That passage ends with these words, "This is a trustworthy saying."  That phrase does not occur very 

frequently in scripture, but whenever you see it, pay attention, because it accompanies a very important 

truth... 

 

There is one last thing I want to point out to you from Titus.  In chapter 2:14 Paul says that Jesus Christ 

"gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 

own, eager to do what is good."  Someday I want to collect all of the New Testament passages that say, 

"This is why Jesus came to die" and preach a series of messages on them.  This is one of those passages.  

Jesus Christ came to redeem us, to purify us and to make us "eager to do what is good."  It is not enough just 

to know that Christ has redeemed us.  We must also know that he came to purify us and to empower and 

motivate us to live to the glory of God. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow!! 

 

 

WEEK 70, DAY 5                  PHILEMON 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today I know that you were blessed by the reading of Paul's brief 

letter to Philemon.  (No! not because it was short).  I was blessed because this little letter reminds me in a 
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very vivid way of just how powerful the gospel really is, and of how much it can change a man. 

 

Now the cast of characters is pretty small.  Paul we already know.  He is in prison in Rome waiting for his 

appeal to Caesar to be heard.  He calls himself an old man.  He is not alone in prison though.  Epaphroditus 

is with him - also a prisoner.  I am led to wonder if Epaphroditus and some of the others who were in Rome 

with Paul have not exchanged their own liberty for chains just so they could stay with and encourage the 

aging apostle.  That is a powerful thought to which we may have opportunity to return later this morning.  

Mark is there too.  Yes, this is John Mark, the same young man who once deserted Paul and over whom 

Barnabas and Paul disagreed and separated.  Apparently Barnabas was right because he was the one who 

wanted to give Mark a second chance to prove himself faithful.  Barnabas gave Mark that chance and it 

proved mightily effective.  Now here at the end of his life when he is in great need of help and 

encouragement, Paul has John Mark at his side.  He is faithful.  Mark is a powerful reminder that God is in 

the business of giving second chances to His people and that falling down need never prevent anyone from 

getting back up and finishing the race. 

 

Back in 1968, during the running of the marathon race in the Olympic games at Mexico city, there was an 

accident during the race in which one of the African runners was pretty badly injured.  He required some 

medical attention and was in no shape to continue to run - but gamely he got up and tried.  The marathon 

itself ended and several other events in the main stadium had subsequently been concluded and the crowd 

was moving toward the exits when someone spotted a lone runner painfully limping into the stadium.  The 

African man was still trying to finish his race!  He got a standing and very vocal ovation as the last 400 

yards were slowly and deliberately completed.  Then he was assisted to the dressing room.  The reporters 

crowded in and one asked the inevitable question.  Injured as badly as you were - why did you continue to 

run in such terrible pain with no hope of placing in the race?  The answer was powerful.  "My country," he 

said, "did not send me 7,000 miles to start a race.  They sent me to finish it."  John Mark fell down early in 

the race, but by the grace of God he got back up and he finished what he had begun and by that same grace 

of God you and I can too! 

 

Aristarchus, Demas and Luke are also with Paul, but they along with Epaphras and Mark are not significant 

players in this drama.  Onesimus is the subject of the letter Paul is writing.  He is a runaway slave from the 

household of Philemon, who like most runaways then and now, (though now they are people enslaved by 

different kinds of chains), ran straight to the big metropolis because there it is possible to hide in the crowd 

and eke out a living in a place where few questions will be asked because no one cares and anonymity and 

loneliness are the dubiously assured "blessings" of life. 

 

Somehow, there in Rome Onesimus found the Apostle Paul who had stayed in the household of his master 

Philemon.  I think that the makings of a great historical novel are in this little letter and I would love to 

speculate on how God ordered the circumstances of Onesimus' life in such a way that he came face to face 

with Paul in Rome.  Since Paul's movement was severely restricted, it is reasonable to assume that either 

Onesimus' feeling guilty about what he had done and desperate for help went looking for the apostle who he 

already knew was being held in Rome, or that one of Paul's attendants who had accompanied the preacher to 

the household of Philemon recognized the runaway slave and brought him, not to the authorities of the state 

but to the representative of the highest Judge. 

 

The letter entertains, at least, the possibility that in order to make his escape good, Onesimus also stole from 

the master's coffers enough money to finance his getaway.  That could be what Paul is referring to when he 

offers to personally pay whatever Philemon believes he was owed in this matter.  Of course, it is equally 
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possible that the amount due Philemon is simply the price of the labor of which he has been denied or even 

the price needed to redeem the freedom of Onesimus his slave. 

 

Onesimus, it seems, had become a Christian as a result of his encounter with Paul in Rome.  He is clearly a 

changed man who has become both a delight and a tremendous blessing to Paul - so much so that Paul's 

desire would be to keep him nearby.  But that is not possible because Onesimus first has some unfinished 

business to which he must attend - the business of asking for forgiveness and of making restitution.  That is 

one of the great themes of this story!  Now listen to me.  Slavery is a terrible wrong.  It would not be hard to 

reason that because slavery is inherently evil, the runaway slave is justified in doing almost anything to 

procure his freedom.  Stealing money or goods with which to provide his passage to freedom could be easily 

rationalized on the grounds that for years the slave has been deprived of the remuneration due him for his 

labor.  He is therefore only taking what is his by right.  But Paul apparently did not reason that way.  He sent 

Onesimus back to Philemon.  Do you understand why he did that?  It is because the Gospel of God is a 

gospel of reconciliation, and when we have been reconciled to God through the shed blood of the cross, then 

we must be reconciled to men.  We have no other option.  So Onesimus is asked to do a humbling and very 

risky thing.  Paul asks him to return to his former master and make things right, to ask, I am sure, for 

forgiveness and to say, I am equally sure, "I forgive you" to a master who now has become a brother in the 

Lord. 

 

Friend, when we become Christians, the amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ redeems us to sweep away 

all our guilt -- our pathway to full fellowship with God is clean; but there is still some work for us to do and 

that is the work of restoring relationships that are broken because of sin between us and other people.  That 

work will necessitate a humbling on our part - we will have to go to the ones who have hurt us and offer 

forgiveness and to those we have wronged we owe both apology and tangible restitution if our sin has 

affected them in some material way.  Full reconciliation demands that.  I know that some of you listening to 

this tape today have some very hard work ahead of you.  May I assure you that even as I speak I am praying 

that God will give you the courage and strength he gave to Onesimus. 

 

You see we know that Onesimus did what Paul told him to do.  We know it because we are reading this 

letter, and the only possible way we could even have this letter would be if Onesimus took it to Philemon 

just as Paul had asked him.  There is one other little hint.  We know from the surviving letters of first 

century Christians that one of the greatest leaders of the sub-apostolic church (i.e. the church in the first 

generation after the apostles) was a bishop named Onesimus.  Coincidence?  I don't think so.  From runaway 

slave to leader of the household of faith - I love it.  Praise the Lord! 

 

Well, the third character in this one act play is the man to whom the letter was written: Philemon.  A 

Christian man in whose home Paul had at some point been entertained as a guest.  Philemon was the host at 

least and perhaps the leader of a church that met in his home and he is a committed disciple of Christ.  With 

him, Paul sends greetings as well to Apphia who probably was Philemon's wife, and to Archippus who Paul 

calls "our fellow soldier."  That expression, fellow soldier, caught my eye because it speaks of Paul's 

mindset that Christians are in fact soldiers in a war that is being waged all around us.  I won't elaborate on 

that thought today because next week as we read Paul's letters to Timothy we will have ample opportunity to 

do just that. 

 

To Philemon Paul says, accept Onesimus back but not as a repentant runaway slave.  Accept him instead as 

a brother in Christ for that is what he has become!  Philemon needed to understand - and this is the other 

great theme of this little letter, that Christianity truly apprehended completely alters the social structure 
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because it places all people on equal footing before God.   "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 

of God."  As sinners we have been leveled.  In God's eyes rich sinners stand in exactly the same peril as 

poor ones, and well educated and articulate sinners are in exactly the same place as unlettered and 

uncultured ones.   Sin is a great leveler.  But, praise God, so is grace!!  Those of us who have responded in 

faith to Christ, stand clean before His presence on level ground.  All of the walls that divide, all the 

platforms that raise or lower people are broken down and we stand king or pauper on the same ground, side 

by side before God. 

 

So Paul says, Philemon free the slave - not because I'm asking - though you owe me at least this much -- but 

because it is the right thing to do.  Indeed in light of your theology it is the only thing you can do when you 

understand the gospel.  Free the slave, then accept him as your brother.  Apparently Philemon did exactly 

what Paul asked, but I cannot believe that it made him overly popular with the other slaveholders in his area. 

 You are supposed to beat and punish runaway slaves, not free them!! 

 

Now I wish that I could answer the question this morning as to why the New Testament does not simply 

condemn the whole practice of slavery and demand its immediate abolition.  I frankly do not understand 

this.  But I can tell you that no one who has truly grasped the content of Paul's letters and the great gospel 

principles that they contain could ever find any theological justification for it.  Anyone who truly 

understands the New Testament must conclude that before God and therefore before one another all people 

are equal! 

 

I know that you noticed that Philemon was part of a house church, a small group that met together regularly 

to worship God, to learn His word, and to encourage one another, to live out the wonderful truths of the 

good news of Christ.  That is how it was in the first century and it is still in the context of small fellowship 

groups meeting in people's homes.   That is where some of the most effective work of the kingdom is done 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

  


