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WEEK 69, DAY 1                             EZEKIEL 33,34,and 35 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 69 of Know the Word.  Today we read Ezekiel, 

chapters 33, 34 and 35, and reached a critical point in Ezekiel's narrative, the point for which we have been 

waiting for a very long time - for today we read that the long awaited messenger from Jerusalem has arrived, 

bringing word that the City of David has finally fallen: Judah is no more. Just in case you are keeping track 

of dates given in Ezekiel's prophecy, the messenger arrives (we calculated it out to our modern calendar) on 

January 8, 585 B.C.  Ezekiel, who has known all along that this message will one day arrive, gets a few 

hours advance on the message, as the hand of the Lord comes upon him the night before the messenger 

arrives and removes from him the divinely imposed silence - "He opened my mouth," Ezekiel says, "and I 

was no longer silent."  It may be that Ezekiel's silence - except when delivering the oracles of the Lord - was 

simply a discipline imposed by the Lord who figuratively described it as a physical condition.  (Remember, 

back in chapter 3, God said His tongue would stick to the roof of his mouth, rendering the prophet dumb, 

except on those occasions when he was delivering oracles from God to the children of Israel in exile).  If 

that is so, then Ezekiel's long discipline of silence is broken by the Lord's word here.  I am much more 

inclined, however, to believe that the prophet's condition was physical - that even if he wanted to he could 

not speak (except, of course, when delivering the oracles).  There is a biblical parallel to this in the Book of 

Luke, in the case of Zechariah, the priest, who was stricken dumb by God because he questioned the angel 

Gabriel who was sent to him to announce the birth of John the Baptist.  His tongue was loosed only when 

the child had been born and named.  That "affliction" lasted for nine months more or less, but Ezekiel could 

not speak for seven and half years! 

 

I can't be absolutely certain about this, but I would think that Ezekiel had rather mixed emotions about the 

fall of Jerusalem.  On the one hand, he would have been crushed to hear that the city had fallen - even 

though he had known for a long time that it was going to happen.  But on the other hand, he would have 

been ecstatic that he could talk again! For with the city's death came also the death of his divinely imposed 

silence! 

 

You will have noticed, of course, that much of what you read today sounded very familiar.  The first nine 

verses of chapter 33 were almost identical to the ‘watchman passage’ of chapter 3.  It is repeated here, I 

think, because God told Ezekiel he was a watchman at the time of his call, and at the time when the silence 

was imposed.  Now that the silence is being lifted, he is reminded of his basic calling: you can once again 

control your voice, Son of Man, but remember what you have been called to do! 

 

Now, I know I said all of this the first time God told Ezekiel he was to be a watchman, but there is 

tremendous relevance in this passage and in this image for us.  We are also called by God to be the 

watchman of our society and to call out the warnings of approaching danger.  If we do not do that, then we 

will bear the responsibility for those who perish without ever having been warned.  I cannot think of a more 

powerful passage to underscore for us the ultimate effort to which we have been summoned in evangelism 

and mission. Our world is, quite literally, going to hell.  Someone has to warn our generation, and we are the 

only ones who can actually do that.  Many, perhaps most, will not listen, but if we tell them we, at least we 

will have obeyed our calling, and their blood will no longer be upon us.  But if we fail to open our mouths, 

their blood will be on us.  Those of you who have done all your digging deeper assignments have read about 

a very vivid dream that spurred a pioneer Alliance missionary, Robert Jaffray, into opening up the country 

of Indonesia for missions.  He felt he knew exactly what Ezekiel felt and knew.  He saw in his dream 

hundreds of Indonesians on their way to hell.  And when he looked, he saw their blood on his hands! 
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Just this week I have done some rather extensive reading on the subject of revivals and I noted a recurring 

theme.  In every revival about which I read, an unusual sense of the nearness of eternity is present.  I read 

about a meeting at which George Whitefield spoke to 40,000 people at once.  In attempting to describe the 

atmosphere, the reporter just says, "They listened as for eternity."  A day or two later I found that very same 

expression - this time talking about a later revival in Scotland - the very same words!  "They listened as for 

eternity" - when you realize that you are the watchman, that you stand between a whole crowd of senseless 

people and eternity - that tends to change your perspective.  I tell you, it is one of the things we desperately 

need to remember. 

 

I wonder if you understood what was going on when Ezekiel hears from the Lord that the people who 

remained in Judah were saying, "Abraham was only one man yet he possessed the land, but we are many - 

surely the land has been given to us."  Apparently, the ones left behind in Judah and not taken into captivity 

had reasoned that God must love them more than those like Ezekiel and Daniel, who had been carried away. 

 So the uninhabited homes and lands must by default belong to them!!  Ezekiel's message from God is that 

they too would be judged by wild animals and by plague until the whole land was desolate. 

 

One of the really great things about studying the Old Testament is that you begin to get tremendous insight 

into some of the more familiar passages of the New Testament.  Everyone of you has long known that Jesus 

called Himself the Good Shepherd, and that He told a parable about a good shepherd who went out to search 

for his lost sheep.  You, of course, know the 23rd Psalm, and of the connection that exists between that 

Psalm and the New Testament "Shepherd" passages.  I am sure, however, that for many of you, today's 

reading was enlightening, because it is very clear that Jesus' parable of the Good Shepherd who seeks the 

lost sheep is grounded in the 34th chapter of Ezekiel.  In Ezekiel, God says that He is the shepherd of Israel, 

and in the New Testament Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd.”  Two observations flow immediately from 

these observations.  First, Jesus' mind, as we have seen before, was completely steeped in the Old Testament 

Scriptures.  So much of what He says and does flows right out of the pages of the Scriptures. 

 

The Scriptures were the focus of His thoughts, the source of His words and the ground of His actions.  Since 

we are called to become more and more like Him, we must accept that this will only happen as more and 

more of the Scripture becomes the focal point of our lives as well.  It is so important to Know the Word! 

 

The second thought that comes to me from this link between Ezekiel 34 and Luke 15 (that's where the Good 

Shepherd parable is) is that it shows us yet another way in which Jesus was self-consciously claiming to be 

God.  If God, in Ezekiel 34, is a good shepherd who looks after his sheep, and then Jesus tells a very similar 

story in the New Testament and then says, “I am the Good Shepherd,” it looks very much like He is 

claiming to be God. 

 

Now, the last part of chapter 34 is interesting to us for a different reason.  After the good shepherd of Israel 

has served notice that he will deal sternly with the bad shepherds who have been leading his flock astray, 

and the bad sheep who have hurt others in the flock, God promises His people that He will one day place 

over them another shepherd - He calls Him, "My servant David" - a reference to the Messiah who will come 

as a son of David.   

 

First God says that He will bring the scattered children of Israel back from all the places to which they have 

been scattered.  Then, in the coming Messianic age, under the rule of "David", Ezekiel says there will be 

peace for the people of Israel; they will live in peace - there will be no danger from wild beasts or from 

plundering nations.  No one will make them afraid again.  The land will produce crops like never before, 
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and famine will no longer touch the land.  "Then they will know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, 

and that they, the house of Israel, are my people...you are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture are people, and 

I am your God..." 

 

Now, we have discovered other passages, like the one found in chapters 9-11 of the Book of Romans, which 

seems to settle for us that God still has some future plan for the nation of Israel.  (We need to be careful here 

because there is a definite overlap between the Old Testament nation of Israel and the New Testament entity 

we call the church). 

 

Having said that, it would seem that the passage in Ezekiel 34 is looking forward to that day when God is 

dealing with the people of Israel as a national entity again.  Some of those words have come true in our own 

time, as the state of Israel has come into existence as a national entity once again.  But some of this 

prophecy has not yet happened, and will of necessity have to wait for its fulfillment until "David", that is the 

Messiah, comes to rule His people.  We believe that will occur during the millennial reign of Christ. 

 

It is probably worth noting, in passing, that 100 years ago, when a national state of Israel for the Jews 

seemed like nothing more than a pipedream that could never happen, many students of the Bible were 

confidently predicting that after nearly two thousand years of dispersion, such a state would be 

reestablished.  The passage you read this morning, along with others in Ezekiel and other Old Testament 

books, were the basis for that confidence.  Those Bible students were right!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow.  

 

 

WEEK 69, DAY 2   KNOW THE WORD                        Ezekiel 35, 36and 37       

 

Good morning.   This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel 35, 36 and 37.  The dominant chapter here is, 

of course, chapter 37, which contains the most famous of all Ezekiel's visions - the vision of the Valley of 

Dry Bones, and also another of Ezekiel's visual parables - involving two sticks which are joined together.  I 

will not say that this is one of the great chapters of the Bible, though some might include it in that category.  

It is at least one of the great chapters of Ezekiel.  Before we turn our attention to chapter 37, however, there 

are a few things I want to notice with you about chapter 35 and 36. 

 

Yesterday we noted the promise of God that Israel would be finally re-gathered and restored as a nation.  

That is the main theme of the chapters we read today as well.  In the midst of all of the hopeful words about 

Israel, there is a very discouraging message to and about the nation of Edom - one of Israel's neighbors and 

enemies.  In case you have not yet picked up on this, Mount Seir is another name for Edom, just as Israel is 

sometimes known as Mt. Zion. 

 

A few days ago we encountered a short prophecy against Edom in the context of several similar messages to 

other nations and enemies of Israel.  The placement of this passage in the midst of a series of restoration 

messages seems strange to some scholars but it provides at least one significant contrast.  Yesterday, and 

now again this morning, we are being told that God will bring the Jewish people back from all over the 

world and will reestablish their nation.  After nearly 2000 years, that finally happened.  By contrast, God 

says, ‘Tell Edom that I will make your country desolate forever.  Edom will be destroyed.’  That prophecy 

also has come true.  Edom is a nation that ceased to exist when it was overrun by the Nabateans a few 

centuries after Ezekiel wrote.  Later, as I mentioned last week, the Maccabean rulers of Israel forced the 
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remaining Edomites into circumcision, and assimilated them into the Jewish population.  In fact, most of the 

ancient enemies of Israel have ceased to exist as nations, and unlike the Jews, who remained a distinct 

people group throughout their years of exile; those other nations have simply disappeared.  The contrast 

between Israel and Edom could not be more dramatic - only by the supernatural hand of God could a people, 

denied the right to their homeland for nearly 2000 years, preserve their ethnic and national identity, and then 

reemerge as a distinct unit after nearly two millennia of persecution and wandering. 

 

Eight times in chapters 35 and 36, and twelve times in 35, 36, and 37, we find that most common of all 

phrases in the Book of Ezekiel - or a slight variation of it - "Then they will know that I am the Lord!"  I 

know how often I have called your attention to it - forgive me for being almost as repetitive as Ezekiel - but 

God's whole purpose is to make His name known - to call all people, all nations -- to the understanding that 

He is the Lord - the Lord of all the earth.  Nothing else is as important as that.  Israel was established so that 

God's name would be known.  That is why He brought her out of Egypt, and it is also why, after repeatedly 

warning her about the consequences of defaming and ignoring that name, He judged both Samaria and 

Jerusalem.  And (did you notice it?) two different times in chapter 36 God says the real reason that He will 

reestablish the nation of Israel in the land, in the last days, is because of His concern for His holy name.  "I 

had concern for My holy name" - that's why I judged you.  "And I will reestablish you for the sake of My 

holy name."  The bottom line here - as I have told you so often before - is that God is very jealous of His 

own reputation, and He will move to defend His name when it is scorned. 

 

A while back, when we studied the Book of Jeremiah, we found a wonderful passage in chapter 31, where 

God promised that He would make a new covenant one day - that was the covenant that Jesus announced at 

the institution of the Last Supper - a new covenant in which God would write His laws on the hearts of His 

people.  In Ezekiel 36 we read a promise of similar magnitude. 

 

God says that when He reestablishes the Jews in the land, He will sprinkle water on them and cleanse them 

from their impurities and idols. (It is interesting that after the return from the Babylonian captivity the Jews 

have never again engaged in physical idolatry, and have been absolutely rabid in their abhorrence of it.) 

 

The God says, "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.  I will remove from you your heart of 

stone and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 

careful to keep my laws."  Now - do you remember what I said about the overlap between Israel and the 

church?  Here is a great example.  It certainly looks like this prophecy - just like its counterpart in Jeremiah -

- is at least partially fulfilled in the church.  The new heart belongs to every Christian, and the promised 

Spirit came on the day of Pentecost and is the prized possession of the church and indwells believers.  But 

Ezekiel's words come in the context of a prophetic utterance about the restoration of the people to the land 

under the rule of "David" - the Messiah.  So - was the prophecy fulfilled in the church, or should we simply 

refer it to the millennial age, or is this another "double-fulfillment"?  You will find some defenders of each 

of these three views.  I think it is another example of "overlap" and double fulfillment. 

 

The "dry bones" vision of chapter 37 is one of the most vivid and attention-getting passages in all of 

Scripture.  I can think of at least four songs based upon it, but don't worry - even though I am tempted to 

burst out singing "Dem bones, dem bones gonna’ walk about", - I won't. 

 

The language of the Valley of the Dry Bones vision is the language of resurrection.  It calls to mind the 

words of Isaiah about resurrection and life after death, but still may not prove that the Old Testament 

prophet Ezekiel really understood the concept of a physical resurrection.  This passage tells us what Ezekiel 
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saw, and something about what the vision meant as regards to the future of His people and His nation - to 

push it to say more than that is somewhat problematic.  It is a strong hint, but we will still have to wait for 

the New Testament for a full development of the idea of the bodily resurrection of individual believers. 

 

The second part of chapter 37 - the message of the stick - helps me to understand both it and the dry bones 

vision.  At the instruction of the Lord, Ezekiel takes two sticks, one representing the north - He calls it 

Joseph, and one representing the south - Judah.  As he joins them together in his fist, he makes of them one 

single stick – this, God says, is what will happen in the time of David's millennial kingdom. 

 

At that time, the two nations will be one again. There will be one shepherd; they will follow God's laws; 

David will be their prince forever, with an everlasting covenant established.  Since this acted-out parable 

clearly was not fulfilled at the end of the 70-year captivity, it is easier to say that the Dry Bones vision also 

goes far beyond the return from Babylon.  These are long-range prophecies fulfilled perhaps in a partial way 

by the church, but also looking out toward God's end-time plans for the nation of Israel. 

 

If I am right, and there is a literal fulfillment of Ezekiel 37 yet in the future, I am anxious to see how the 

Jews from the northern tribes will be identified.  As far as I know, all traces of those ten tribes have long 

since been lost, though two cultic groups - the worldwide Church of God and the Mormons - believe that 

they have the answer to that question.  The former, who propound a view called Armstrongism or 

AngloIsraelism, believe that the Anglo-Saxon people are the ten lost tribes.  The Mormons, on the other 

hand, believe that the American Indians are the lost ones.  You need to know that there is no evidence 

whatever for either of those views.  No one knows what happened to the tribes of the Northern Kingdom, 

any more than they know what happened to the Philistines - they are simply gone.  Fortunately, God knows 

where they are so He will be able to bring them back to the land at the proper time - if that really is His plan. 

 

We are dealing with prophecy here, and I do not for a minute want you to think that I have it all figured out. 

 In fact, you probably shouldn't be overly impressed with anyone who dogmatically says they have it all 

figured out.  Tomorrow, when we read about Gog and Magog, we will have even more reason to be careful, 

and when we also read about the new temple that Ezekiel will begin to describe in chapter 40, we will find 

even more questions - but all of that is fine.  Over time, the "hard" to understand parts of the Bible will 

become easier for us to understand, and in the meantime, there is a great deal that is crystal clear, to which 

we must respond, before we begin to complain about the parts that are harder for us to figure out. 

 

Already you know and understand a great deal more about the Bible and about Ezekiel in particular than 

you ever knew before! 

 

Just before we close today I need to apologize to you - a few weeks ago I told you that I would try to keep 

you abreast of the many "connections" between the Book of Ezekiel and the Book of Revelation.  I am 

afraid that I have not been very diligent about that, but there was another one in today's reading.  Israel – i.e. 

the Northern Kingdom - is referred to as "Joseph."  That is not a very big thing in this passage, but it does 

happen again in the Book of Revelation and may be more significant there. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 69, DAY 3                                EZEKIEL 38 and 39                

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39, and we have fallen right 
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into the middle of the most vivid battle scene in all of the Bible.  The amazing thing is that it is not 

describing a battle that took place long ago in the distant past, but a battle that will take place far down the 

corridors of the future - the battle that we have come to call ‘Armageddon.’ 

 

I need to tell you that I am just a little timid about walking through this passage with you, because we need 

to be cautious. I can remember when people were sure that Gog - the leader of the consortium of nations that 

comes against Israel in the end-time battle described for us  - was Russia, and that Meshech was Moscow.  I 

suppose that those identifications are possible, but they are by no means certain.  In fact, there is very little 

hard evidence for them at all. 

 

For a long time now - maybe three generations - there has been a great deal of interest in end-time 

prophecies found in Scripture.  Many of the people who have been most interested in this subject have 

taught and been taught that a group of nations, led by Russia, will swoop down upon the nation of Israel at 

the conclusion of the tribulation period, in league with one known as ‘the Antichrist’ (about whom we will 

read in the Book of Daniel).  The fact that a godless system of atheism and oppression existed in the former 

USSR, which sought to conquer much of the world while it systematically persecuted Jews, made it very 

easy to accept that view.  The source of this theory, for many of us, was the very first study Bible I ever 

owned - the Scofield Reference Bible.  The note, appended to chapter 38 in that study Bible says, "That the 

primary reference is to the Northern (European) powers, headed up by Russia, all agree.  The reference to 

Meshech and Tubal (Moscow and Tobolsk) is a clear mark of identification."  I am very certain that C.I. 

Scofield, the founder of what is now called Philadelphia Bible University, and a very popular turn-of-the-

century Bible conference speaker, was not trying to mislead anyone.  Obviously, most (maybe all) of his 

friends agreed with that idea -- and who knows - maybe they were right; I just need to alert you to the fact 

that those identifications are by no means absolutely certain. 

 

For whatever it is worth Gog, (who turns up again in the Book of Revelation, still linked with Magog - 

another tie between those two books) has been linked through history to Gyges, the King of Lydia, who is 

also known from the records of the ancient King Achurbanipal as Gugu, who reigned over Gaguia, which is 

identified in ancient documents as "the land of the Barbarians".  Others have identified Gog as Alexander 

the Great (and I could go on). 

 

Magog is identified by the Book of Genesis (chapter 10:2) as the son of Japheth and the founder of a nation. 

 Tubal and Meshech were tribal groups from Asia Minor known to the Greek historian Herodotus, who 

called them Moschoi and Tibarenoi.  We met them in chapter 27, where we were told of their involvement 

in the slave trade with Tyre.  Now, I will grant that Moschoi sounds a lot like Moscow - but ‘sounds like’ 

and ‘definitely is’ are very different things, and even if Meshech is Moscow, it doesn't mean that Gog is 

Russia.  In fact, there really is no evidence at all to make that identification. 

 

Now, why am I belaboring this so much?  I do it only because what the Bible actually says, and what 

someone thinks it might mean, or probably means, are two different things, and we need to always 

remember that.  In the late 1900s a man named Hal Lindsay - following Scofield's thinking - has written 

very extensively and very dogmatically about the end times.  Maybe his ideas are absolutely correct - but if 

they turn out to be wrong, it will not invalidate anything that the Bible actually says, only some things that 

some people think it means! 

 

Okay - now that we are past all of that, Gog, whether it is Russia or some other nation or person, clearly 

embodies all that is evil.  Gog is intent upon destroying Israel and draws several other nations - the ones we 
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have already mentioned, plus Persia, Cush (that's Ethiopia) and Put (that would be modern day Lybia) - into 

a confederacy, and marches upon the land of Israel with a huge army.  Ezekiel assures us that Gog is only 

doing what God intends for him to do.  The armies will be like a cloud covering the land of Israel, coming 

down upon her from the north.  Why would God draw down a hostile host such as this upon His restored 

people?  You guessed it!  "O Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I 

show myself holy through you before their eyes" (38:16). 

 

When the invading army arrives in Israel, God says, He will be aroused, and God Himself will 

supernaturally intervene and destroy the invaders by showing: "My greatness and holiness, and I will make 

myself known in the sight of the nations - then they will know that I am the Lord."  It will take seven months 

to bury all the bodies; the discarded weapons will provide fuel for seven years.  (Note the use of that highly 

symbolic number seven!) 

 

There is a parallel in Revelation 19 to the "feast" - the feast this debacle will provide for the vultures and 

birds of prey in Israel.  But that connection carries a bit of a chronological puzzle as well.  The problem is 

that Revelation 19 comes before Revelation 20.  That should mean that the battle it describes (and the feast 

for the birds of prey, which is described in such a way as to call Ezekiel's words to mind) takes place before 

the millennial reign.  It is the battle that Revelation 16 says will take place at Armageddon.  But the names 

Gog and Magog turn up in Revelation 20 -- in the final struggle with Satan and evil - which takes place at 

the end of the millennial period, after Satan, who has been bound for 1000 years, is loosed for a little season 

to work his mischief one last time and try the hearts of men.  We are not going to take the time to fully 

examine this problem in great depth, but I do want you to be aware that prophetic "chronologies," i.e. lists of 

events that are going to take place, are not as easy to develop as some people will lead you to believe.  

 

I do not in any way wish to discourage you from delving into the subject of prophecy, but I do want to 

suggest that someone should post an exegetical road sign on the map which says, "Prophetic passage ahead: 

proceed with caution." 

 

Without breaking my promise not to inundate you with a ton of complicated data in an effort to solve the 

question of when Ezekiel 38 and 39 are going to occur, it is probably worth the effort to simply note two 

things.  The absence of the names Gog and Magog in Revelation 19, coupled with their presence in 

Revelation 20, would seem to move the Ezekiel passage to the later date.  This fact, coupled with the 

observation that the battle Ezekiel speaks about takes place after passages describing Israel dwelling in 

peace and security, would seem to "fit" the theory that says Ezekiel's battle happens after the millennium. 

 

(Solving this exegetical jigsaw puzzle presents "end-time" students with a first class "Excedrin headache.") 

 

Fortunately for us, we do not have to solve every eschatological chronological problem this morning.  

Probably you have enough data to assimilate for one morning.  Our trips through two of the minor prophets, 

Daniel and Zechariah, will give us more data with which to work, in preparation for the last Know The 

Word experience we will share - our trip through the Book of Revelation. 

 

For now at least, you have enough to help you understand why there can be several different camps of 

evangelical believers who disagree, with regard to the order of events relating to the end time.  Let me end 

today's talk with a bottom-line summation of what we do agree on. 

 

All Bible believing Christians believe that Jesus Christ will physically return to planet earth one day - to the 
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Mount of Olives from which He ascended.  That return is our blessed hope.  All Bible believing Christians 

believe that at some point before, after, or before and after, the forces of evil, supernaturally led by an 

Antichrist will confront the people of God in overwhelming force, and will be supernaturally defeated, not 

by the armies of righteous men, but by God Himself. 

 

All Bible believing Christians believe that after a final confrontation with the forces of Satan, God will 

finally judge the nations, and all people will be found to be either sheep (those who have trusted Christ) or 

goats (those who have not) and assigned on that basis an eternal destiny - heaven or hell. 

 

All Christians believe in a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous which will precede that 

final judgment (though some of us believe that a resurrection of godly believers will happen before the 

resurrection of the rest of mankind.) 

 

It is true that different groups have different ideas about some of the things that the Bible says are yet to 

come.  Please do not let these differences distract you from the main things about which we are in perfect 

agreement.  

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 69, DAY 4                   EZEKIEL 40, 41 and 42 

            

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel, chapters 40, 41 and 42, and have begun the 

last section of this intriguing Book.  Some scholars believe that these last several chapters of Ezekiel's 

prophecy were added several years after the rest of the Book had been completed.  In any case, Ezekiel dates 

this vision for us as having occurred in our scheme of reference on April 28, 573 BC.   

 

The Book of Ezekiel began with a wondrous vision of God.  It ends exactly the same way - with a wonderful 

vision of God, who now will inhabit a new temple.  At the beginning of Ezekiel, we are presented with the 

awful picture of the Lord abandoning His temple.  At the end of the Book (in tomorrow's reading) we will 

see Him returning to His new temple. 

 

Just one subject dominates the last nine chapters of Ezekiel.  It is this vision of a new temple, in which the 

people of God will worship Him, during the period of peace and prosperity, that will be ushered in by the 

supernatural victory of the Lord God over the forces of Gog and his armies. 

 

But the big question that we as Bible students will have to ask is, "What does this all mean?  Should we 

interpret these chapters literally or figuratively?  Does this section refer to an historical situation (past or 

present) or to the future?  If to the future, does it concern the millennium or the eternal state?"  (Ralph 

Alexander, "Ezekiel," Vol. 6, The Expositor's Bible Commentary, p. 942)  As we read further, we will see 

sacrifices being offered in this new temple, and that will force us to grapple with the New Testament 

teaching that the work of Christ made all such things unnecessary and even heretical. 

 

For those of you who wish to study these chapters in greater detail, I can recommend the treatment given by 

Ralph Alexander in the sixth volume of The Expositor's Bible Commentary - a relatively recent work edited 

by Frank Gaebelein.  I am more or less going to summarize some of the things he says for you this morning. 
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The first question that needs to be addressed is whether Ezekiel 40-48 is intended to be historical, or refers 

to the future?  That is, whether the temple being spoken of here was the one that would be rebuilt after the 

exile in Zerubbabel's day, or perhaps the one that Herod the Great built in the days just before Christ's 

coming, or a future end-time temple in the millennium, or perhaps in the eternal state - what the Book of 

Revelation calls the ‘New Heaven and New Earth.’ 

 

In the passage we read today, the major clue to answer that question is to be found in the design and 

dimensions of the temple, which do not match the temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel or Herod.  Tomorrow 

we will be reading about worship procedures in chapters 43-46.  They are somewhat different from anything 

we know from Israel's history.  Finally - on Monday, as we finish with the Book of Ezekiel, we will make 

some geographical observations that simply do not jive with anything past or present in Israel.  My 

conclusion, then, is that the last nine chapters of Ezekiel are talking about something that is yet in the future 

- at the very end of time. 

 

Before we move to the next question, I need to briefly note for you that some Bible students treat the whole 

passage as figurative or symbolic.  The vision, they say, is a kind of allegory, which is meant to teach us 

about the church and the blessings it bestows on God's people today - or perhaps about Christ's own ministry 

to the saints who are in heaven with Him already.  The attraction of that approach is that it helps us to avoid 

some hard questions raised by the idea of "sacrifice" as an appropriate method of worshiping, now that 

Christ has been sacrificed "once for all" for us all.  But before you jump on the allegory or symbolic 

bandwagon you need to know that it creates a whole new set of problems for the one who would interpret 

Ezekiel 40-48.  For now at least, I think it is best to view the passage as a prophecy of something that will 

come to pass at some point in the future. 

 

Okay. Ezekiel is telling us about the future here, but to what future period is he looking - the millennium - or 

is this a glimpse at the eternal state described in terms that the children of Israel in Ezekiel's time might be 

able at least to relate?  The answer to that question is that it will be very difficult for us to decide that, 

because from Ezekiel's point of view, looking far into the future, he would not have made a distinction 

between the two.  We do make that distinction clearly because of one passage of Scripture only - Revelation 

chapter 20.  It appears that the millennium will be a kind of prefiguring of the eternal city of God - so that 

also makes it difficult to distinguish which period Ezekiel's vision is looking toward. 

 

There are more parallels to the Book of Revelation in what we read today.  The fact that Ezekiel is taken up 

to a high mountain, from which he views the temple and city, reminds us of John's visions.  The measuring 

rod used to measure the temple corresponds to the measuring rod of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21.  In 

chapter 11 of Revelation, there is also a measuring exercise. There John the Apostle is given a measuring 

rod and told to measure the temple - just like Ezekiel! 

 

Did you flash back to the last portion of the Book of Exodus today?  I did.  Remember the detailed 

instructions God gave to Moses concerning the dimensions and construction of the Tabernacle?  This 

section of Ezekiel is not quite as detailed as the one in Exodus.  There is much less information about 

materials, for example, but it is just as specific about dimensions.  It is entirely possible to construct a clear 

"floor plan" of the temple from these chapters.  (Fortunately for us, others have done that so well that we 

need only to refer to their work to benefit.) 

 

A normal cubit, by the way, equals about 18 inches, and a "long cubit" was a cubit plus a handbreadth, 
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perhaps 21 inches.  A rod equals about 10.5 feet.  The "tour" of Ezekiel's temple begins with the East Gate 

(the center gate) to the temple, and the gate (which is identical to the South and North Gates) is carefully 

described for us.  A fairly substantial structure all by itself, each gate contained six small alcoves (or 

guardrooms) and led to a porch that was about 14' by 29' in dimension.  These led into the temple courts.  

Each gate enclosure was about 44' wide and 88' long.  The wall surrounding the whole temple area was 

about 10-1/2 feet thick and equally as high, with 30 rooms along its inner side. 

 

Against the western wall of the temple itself, were situated the treasure rooms guarded by another set of 

walls, which enclosed them from the outer courtyard.  There were three entrances also to the inner court 

corresponding symmetrically to the outer gates and providing access for the priests to an inner court 

surrounding the sanctuary itself. 

 

Though the dimensions are slightly different, if you remember the layout of the Temple of Solomon or the 

Tabernacle in the wilderness, it will not be very difficult for you to picture this.  Inside the sanctuary, to 

which there is only one entrance, there are two open areas surrounded by 90 side rooms - 30 each on three 

levels.  The Holy Place is called the Outer Sanctuary, and the most holy place is the Inner Sanctum.  (I'll bet 

you didn't realize where that English expression ‘inner sanctum’ came from - did you? 

 

The only decorations mentioned here are cherubim and palm trees.  The cherubim are easy to understand, 

for all the way back in the Book of Genesis we found them guarding the entry to the Garden of Eden after 

Adam sinned.  They are the guardians of the glory of God.  The palm trees call to mind the same set of 

decorations which adorned Solomon's Temple.  Probably they too are meant to call the Garden of Eden to 

the mind of worshippers, for it was in the Garden of Eden alone that man had experienced the kind of 

fellowship and relationship with God for which he was originally created. 

 

There was one little detail that I noticed.  In the tour that Ezekiel (remember he was a priest) is given of the 

temple, he accompanied the angel right to the entrance of the inner sanctuary - the most holy place - and 

then it says, "He (that is the angel) went in to the inner sanctuary."  That was the one place Ezekiel could not 

go - even though the presence of God had not yet come to inhabit it.  (We'll read about that tomorrow.)  It 

was so holy that only the angel entered there. 

 

I hope that you now have some kind of picture in your mind of Ezekiel's temple.  Remember - Ezekiel's 

temple was never built.  It exists only in the pages of this Book of Scripture.  But someday - perhaps literally 

- maybe only spiritually - we will see it. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 69, DAY 5   KNOW THE WORD                 Ezekiel 43-45           

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel chapters 43-45 and have brought ourselves to 

within one day of finishing this great and mysterious Book of Scripture. 

 

This morning, two major ideas dominate the chapters with which we are concerned.  The first is the return 

of the Shekinah Glory, as God re-inhabits His temple.  The horror that Ezekiel felt, when in his vision he 

had watched the glory of God depart from the Temple that Solomon built, is now replaced by joy 

inexpressible, as he watches, as the Glory that signifies the presence of God among His people, returns.  
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What an encouragement it would be for Ezekiel's listeners to understand that not only would there someday 

be a new temple, but that the presence of God would return, after Israel herself was cleansed, to a temple 

even better and even more glorious than Solomon's Temple.  I want you to remember this, because when we 

read later about the return of the Israelites from the Babylonian captivity, and the construction of a new 

temple, we will find them weeping, not in joy, but in sorrow, at the final result of their effort.  They were 

disappointed, because the temple, which Ezekiel spoke about, was superior even to Solomon's, but the 

temple they saw reconstructed was inferior to the one that Solomon had built. 

 

All the promises of restoration made in chapters 37 and 38 will be fulfilled when God's glory returns, and 

His throne and residence will be among Israel forever.  Israel will never again defile the holy name of God.  

Israel never again would miss His presence among them.  Israel would forever be the people of God. 

 

The atmosphere of holiness dominates everything about the vision of this new temple.  It is emphasized by 

the size of the wall -- that is 10-1/2 feet wide and 10-1/2 feet high - that surrounds the temple.  It is 

underscored by the reference to the former temple, which had the private dwellings of kings adjacent to its 

walls, and highlighted by the greatly increased dimensions of the temple precincts and by an open zone -- a 

kind of spiritual ‘demilitarized zone’ -- that will surround this new temple precinct and separate the "holy" 

areas” from the secular city.  In Solomon's day, the Temple was actually inside the city, but in Ezekiel's 

vision, the latter-day temple will be outside the city, just as the Old Testament Tabernacle had been outside 

the camp of Israel.  The law of the temple, Ezekiel says, is that it is holy. 

 

The second major idea we encountered here is the reinstitution of the sacrifices in the end-time temple.  

This poses an almost insurmountable problem for us, as we try to understand and interpret the Book of 

Ezekiel.  I am sure that you already understand and feel the force of the problem.  If Ezekiel's vision is of an 

end-time millennial or heavenly temple, then how can there be literal sacrifices going on.  That seems to run 

absolutely counter to everything we know from the New Testament about the purpose and effect of the 

death of Christ on the cross.  "He," the New Testament teaches very clearly, "is the propitiation -- (the 

atoning sacrifice) -- for our sins and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world."  The Old 

Testament sacrifices, about which we read so much in the Book of Exodus, were the ‘types’ of which Jesus 

Christ is the fulfillment.  And that, of course, is what creates our problem.  If, as the New Testament says, 

Jesus Christ died once for all on the cross, then there can be no further need or use for sacrifices for sin.  We 

have not yet read together the Epistle to the Hebrews in the New Testament, but if you have any knowledge 

whatever of that book, you will understand how difficult it is to conceive of sacrifices being offered by 

God's people, who have already experienced forgiveness and adoption by virtue of the once-for-all perfect 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  To me, at least, it is inconceivable, because it seems to deny the efficacy and 

perfection of the work of Christ on the cross.  Those Bible students who think, on the basis of this passage, 

that there will be sacrifices in the end-time temple seek to soften the shock of this thought by insisting that 

such offerings could only have the force of a "memorial," analogous, indeed identical, to the meaning of the 

ordinance of Communion, which remembers and celebrates the Lord's death for the church "until He 

comes."  These millennial offerings, then, would have the status of a memorial, but no atoning value.  That 

work is already done.  I have to tell you that I am not very comfortable with that view, because it does not 

do justice to the New Testament teaching on the effects of the death of Christ.  It seeks to "adjust" the clear 

teaching of a New Testament epistle in light of a much more obscure Old Testament prophecy.  To me that 

seems backward. 

 

Perhaps the solution to our dilemma is to be found in recognizing that Ezekiel -- like the writer of the Book 

of Revelation -- was compelled to speak of future things in language and images that would have meaning 
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and clarity to the people of his own day -- so he spoke of true worship in terms of sacrifice -- that was how 

Israel truly worshipped.  But Ezekiel's picture of temple worship (and just possibly his picture of the temple 

itself) was merely a sixth century B.C. symbol of an eschatological reality, which will look different, but 

accomplish the same thing.  That is, that God will be in the presence of His people and they will worship 

Him continually.  Let me read you what an older Bible teacher, Harry Ironside, who was widely known for 

his commitment to interpreting Scripture literally, has written about this question: 

 

 "But will these sacrifices be renewed in the millennial temple, and will they be carried on 

throughout the kingdom age?  I cannot conceive of such a possibility.  The truth revealed in the 

Epistle to the Hebrews will not be lost sight of in that age.  The one offering of our Lord Jesus 

Christ has set aside completely all the offerings of the legal dispensation: therefore, may we not 

take it for granted that in this vision of Ezekiel, while it was necessary to picture spiritual realities, 

in connection with the redemptive work of Christ, by the sacrifices such as were still being offered 

at that time, yet when the fulfillment of all prophecy takes place, Israel will understand for the first 

time and the real meaning of the work of Christ will be clear, and they will see how it answers anti-

typically to all the offerings that were prescribed under the law." (Ironside, Ezekiel, p. 289) 

 

Friends, I believe in interpreting the Bible as literally as possible, but to do so with reference to the 

sacrifices in Ezekiel's future temple would force us to believe that the New Testament teaching on the 

sufficiency of Christ's death is somehow wrong.  That, I cannot do! 

 

If you are still keeping track of parallels between Ezekiel and Revelation, I found two more today.  You may 

already have noted them:  

 

1) The first is the voice of God, described in 43:2, as being like "the roar of rushing waters."  That 

corresponds to John's opening vision of Christ in the Apocalypse.   

2) A less obvious one relates to the priests being clothed in linen in chapter 44:17.  In Revelation 19 

we are told that the guests at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb will be dressed in white linen, and in 

a parenthetic note John says: "Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints." 

 

I'm sure you also noted that while the Levitical priesthood is revived to serve in this end-time temple, it is 

only the priests from the family of Zadok -- the faithful high priest -- who are allowed to touch the 

sacrifices. The other priests may serve in the temple as gatekeepers and in other ways, but they are not 

allowed to sacrifice, because their families allowed themselves to be compromised in the days of Judah's 

rebellion. 

 

The "prince" talked about in chapter 44 is a confusing figure.  I do not think that it is a title of Christ, the 

Messiah, because the prince is expected to offer a sin offering for himself.  Also, in chapter 46, we will see a 

reference to the children of the prince -- that is problematic if it is Christ who is in view.  This prince acts 

like a high priest, but he doesn't exactly have the same functions as a high priest.  I cannot tell you who it is. 

 

The gate by which the king enters the temple is only used by him, so after the Shekinah Glory has come 

down, the Eastern Gate of Ezekiel's temple is sealed. 

 

The strong prohibition against allowing foreigners into the temple area will help you to understand the 

extreme passions aroused among the Jews in the Book of Acts, when they were told that the Apostle Paul 

had brought "foreigners" with him into the temple.  If a foreigner was circumcised in heart and flesh, then he 
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was considered to be a Jew and could enter in with no prohibition.  The Barbarians weren't allowed. 

 

Our time is gone, but something just occurred to me that is worth sharing with you.  If Ezekiel's description 

is meant to be taken literally to describe the temple that will in fact be built in the millennial kingdom, then 

the present hubbub over Israel's attempts to rebuild the temple on its present site -- with all of the 

ramifications this might have for the continued existence of the Dome of the Rock -- a very holy Moslem 

site -- is probably meaningless, because the geography in Ezekiel seems different.  The dimensions are not 

the same at all.  "The structures of the current temple area will apparently no longer exist in that day!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

  


