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WEEK 68, DAY 1                             EZEKIEL 20 and 21 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 68 of Know the Word.  Today we continued our 

study of the Book of Ezekiel by reading together chapters 20 and 21.  I know that some of you may by now 

be getting just a little bogged down in your reading of Old Testament prophecies.  It is very possible that the 

very characteristic that made these prophecies so powerful and effective in the context into which they were 

delivered is beginning to have just the opposite effect on you.  I am referring, of course, to the constant 

repetition of themes and concepts we find in this Book. 

 

It is entirely possible that by now one or two of you are saying: ‘Yes, yes, we realize that God was angry 

with Israel because of the sin of idolatry - that is very evident by now.  And we know that the phrase, 'Then 

you will know that I am the Lord' is important already.  The five more times we read it today aren't likely to 

make it any more clear than it already is!! 

 

"And we know that God is angry and we already know Jerusalem will be judged.  We already heard that 

Rabbah, the capital of the Ammonites (present day Amman in Jordan - remember) is going down, too.  How 

many more times is God going to make Ezekiel say all this?  Especially since Jeremiah has already done it 

'ad nausium' and no one listened to him either.’ 

 

But, you know, it was important for Ezekiel to be saying all these things for a number of reasons.  And it is 

important for us to be reading them, despite all the repetition as well.  It was important for Ezekiel to say it, 

because there in Tel Aviv, by the waters of Babylon, there was a new generation growing up in exile.  They 

had to hear and learn of what God was doing and why.  It was important also because many of Ezekiel's 

counterparts, even though they had heard God's Word many times from Jeremiah (and others) before the 

exile, still did not believe, and still would not realize that God's blessing will not forever stay with a 

rebellious and idolatrous people -- since they still hadn't listened, the message hadn't changed.  They were 

rather like the congregation that was a little surprised to hear the pastor preach them last week's sermon.  

When they arrived the next week and heard it for the third time - the very same sermon - they were no 

longer surprised, they were angry.  This is not what they were paying his salary for.  They deserved fresh 

sermons.  So the pastor was confronted.  “When are you going to preach a new sermon to us?”  His response 

was pointed.  “I'll preach a new sermon just as soon as you show me that you have listened to the old one.” 

 

That is the reason for all of the repetition here.  It is also, by the way, the reason for God's refusal to listen 

any longer to the prayers of the elders of Israel.  “Tell them,” God says, "that I will no longer allow them to 

inquire of me.  I'm through answering their prayers because they are rebellious and unrepentant.”  Brothers 

and sisters, please hear me well.  The greatest single cause of unanswered prayer in our day (in any day, for 

that matter) is the unconfessed sin of the petitioner, and the rebellious refusal of the pray-er to act upon the 

information and commands that God has already given to him or her.  Now, I know that I have said this 

several times before, but it is so crucial!  Please listen. 

 

Over and over again people say to me, “Why doesn't God hear my prayers?”  All too often - (not always, but 

often) - the answer is just this: “In light of the fact that you have steadfastly refused to listen to or obey what 

you already know He wants you to do, why in the world should you expect Him to give you more 

information or special treatment now?”  "In all your ways acknowledge him, (then) He shall direct your 

paths!"  “Tell the elders to quit praying, Ezekiel. I'm not listening any more until they repent.”  I think that 

pretty well describes what is going on in a good many churches and families today. 

 



 

 
 
 2 

Another repeated idea that is before us again today is the concept that all too often God works not because 

of but "in spite of" His rebellious people.  “Yes,” He says, “I delivered you from Egypt in spite of the 

continual presence of idolatry among you.  But I didn't do it because you were especially deserving of it, I 

did it for the sake of My name.” God is very jealous of His name, and we are charged with the task of 

declaring that name and declaring His glory among the nations.  Sometimes we are especially blessed by 

God because He is defending the "glory” of His name.  “Then they will know that I am the Lord." 

 

The last often repeated item that popped up again in today's reading was the promise that one day the exile 

will end, and the people of Israel will return to Judah and to Jerusalem.  That repetition was to encourage 

the faithful, and to give them hope, because God had not and would not finally abandon them. 

 

In the midst of all the repetitions however, I found three important new ideas today - not new to the Bible - 

but new in Ezekiel's prophecy. 

 

The first one relates to the concept of the Sabbath.  Ezekiel 20 gives us some fresh insight into the purpose 

of the Sabbath.  You will remember, I know, that in the Ten Commandments we are told to “remember the 

Sabbath and keep it holy.”  Even though, by the authority of the apostles, the New Testament church 

changed its Sabbath from Saturday, the last day of the week, to the first day of the week, Sunday, to 

commemorate the resurrection, it is quite clear that the principle of keeping and honoring a Sabbath is still 

important.  What is significant here is that Ezekiel says that one of God's purposes in commanding us to 

keep a Sabbath is so that we would remember that the Lord has made us holy.  We are to keep a Sabbath - a 

day devoted to God  to remind ourselves that He has made us holy (set us apart for His own exclusive use -- 

that is the primary meaning of the Hebrew word "holy.") 

 

That may, for some of us, be a new concept.  We keep one day "special" to the Lord, so we can be reminded 

that we ourselves are "special" - devoted to the Lord.  It is not just a day for worship, rest and above all else 

re-creation (yes, we pronounce that re-creation!).  It is a day to be reminded that God has set us apart for His 

exclusive use!  Remember that next Sunday; it may help you to view the day in a very different way. 

 

The second "new" thing in our reading today actually shocked me because I have never noticed it before, 

and it really took me back.  Let me read you verse 33 and see if you can hear what surprised me so much.  

"As surely as I live, declares the sovereign Lord, I will rule over you with a mighty hand and an outstretched 

arm and with outpoured wrath..." Now here is what surprised me.  All through the Old Testament - in fact 

all through the Bible - whenever we read about the mighty hand of God, it is always a reference to God 

exercising His sovereign power to deliver His people from their enemies and to execute His righteous 

judgment upon the enemy.  Moses was the very first one to talk about the mighty hand of God, and all the 

way through to the end of the New Testament “the mighty hand of God” is always outstretched on behalf of 

- not against - His people.  But here, in Ezekiel 20 (I have never noticed it before) the mighty hand of God is 

stretched out, not on behalf of, but against His own people.  Why? - Because the very people of God have 

become the enemies of God. 

 

I must tell you that as I read these words I am shaken this morning, because I recognize, that in many cases, 

the churches of 21st century America - the congregations that bear the name of Jesus Christ - have actually 

become the enemies of God, and because of that they can no longer view the mighty hand of God as a thing 

of great and wonderful comfort.  It is for them now -- as it must be for all of His enemies - a terrifying thing. 

When God bares His mighty hand, it is a great comfort to His friends, because it means He is about to 

deliver them.  It is, however, a sight of unimaginable terror to His enemies, because it means He is about to 
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"crush" them. 

 

Chapter 21 shows us what happens when the mighty hand of God is stretched out against His enemies.  He 

bares His sword in that mighty hand, and judgment falls.  "A sword drawn for the slaughter is stationed at 

all the gates and it is made to flash like lightening."  Do you remember the “terrible swift sword” that Julia 

Ward Howe wrote about in the, "The Battle Hymn of the Republic"?  The sword to which it refers is the one 

that God wields in His mighty hand, outstretched against His enemies. 

 

Part of what makes chapter 21 very interesting and even exciting to me will only make sense to you if you 

can think all the way back to the end of the Book of Genesis.  There (in chapter 49) old Jacob is on his 

deathbed in Egypt, and he has brought all his sons to his bedside to receive the patriarchal blessing before he 

dies.  There, as one by one his sons pass before him, the father of Israel blesses them and utters some rather 

important prophecies.  The most important of those blessing - prophecies if you will - is the one bestowed 

upon Judah.  "Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be upon the neck of your enemies; your 

father's sons will bow down to you...(and then) - the scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff 

from between his feet until He comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is His" (Genesis 

49:8-10). 

   

Now that promise was very important to the people of Judah -- as well it should have been.  God's promises 

are the wonderful anchors He has given, to which our faith can be tethered in the midst of all the storms that 

life brings our way.  But it is possible to presume upon God's wonderful promises, and that is precisely what 

had happened in Ezekiel's time.  “It has to be okay," they said, “The temple will not be destroyed and the 

monarchy will surely not end, because the Messiah has not yet arrived.”  So, through Ezekiel, God says to 

Judah, “Shall we rejoice in the scepter of my son Judah?  The sword despises every such stick...testing will 

surely come.  And what if the scepter of Judah, which the sword despises, does not continue, declares the 

sovereign Lord..." 

 

Ezekiel is giving voice here to an unthinkable thought.  Maybe Babylon will destroy Jerusalem, and maybe 

the institution of the kings of Judah will fail to continue!  Unthinkable!  But Ezekiel is saying it, and Ezekiel 

is God's spokesman.  He has disconnected the nation from its single biggest anchor! 

 

By the end of chapter 21, he makes it very explicit.  "This is what the sovereign Lord says, "Take off the 

turban, remove the crown.  The lowly will be exalted and the exalted will be brought low. A ruin! A ruin! I 

will make it a ruin!  It will not be restored until He comes to whom it rightfully belongs; to him I will give 

it." 

 

There it is.  Clearly stated.  Jerusalem will fall.  The line of kings in Judah will be interrupted, but not totally 

lost, until the one comes who will truly be the King of Israel -- God's Messiah. 

 

The mistaken belief that God would not allow anything to happen to the kings of Judah until the Messiah 

came had given them a false sense of assurance.  They thought that no matter what they did they would be 

invincible – untouchable - and God said, "You are wrong.  I will not forget my promise and the scepter will 

one day be taken up by the lion of the tribe of Judah, but for now, I will judge you, and your kings will no 

longer sit upon the throne of Jerusalem!" 

 

Now, I suppose that we had better anticipate a pretty important question here -- one that you might ask, and 

one that Ezekiel's listeners most assuredly did ask.  When the line of kings failed in Jerusalem -- did that 
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mean that because of Israel's rebellion God had decided to break His promise to Judah?  To use the New 

Testament expression of the apostle Paul, "May it never be!"  No, He did not break His promise -- God, "for 

the sake of his name" would never do that.  The New Testament reminds us: "Though we are faithless, yet 

He remains faithful!"  No, God did not break His word.  The promise to Judah was that the right to rule in 

Israel would not depart from his tribe until the Messiah came, and it did not!!  For a period of time, from the 

Babylonian captivity onward, there was no king in Israel, but the understanding that if there was a king he 

would be from Judah's tribe, was not lost.  The Messiah would surely be a son of David - from the tribe of 

Judah. 

 

The promise was not broken, but Israel's presumption and interpretation of the promise were shattered - 

broken to bits.  There are two lessons in all of this for us.  The first is that anytime we use the promises of 

God as shields for sin, and comfort ourselves by saying, "We are safe.  God will not punish us because we 

are trusting this promise," we have in fact moved right away from faith, and are guilty of the great sin of 

presumption.  We are at that point in very grave danger. 

 

The second lesson here is that there is sometimes a very great difference between the actual promise of 

God's Word and our interpretation of that promise.  God, "for the sake of his name," will never break His 

Word, but our interpretations of the implications of His promises might well be discovered to be erroneous. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 WEEK 68, DAY 2                         EZEKIEL 22 and 23  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel 22 and 23.  If you are at all like me this 

morning, you found a portion of today's reading, chapter 23 to be somewhat shocking because of the 

coarseness of its language and the image it presents.  It is, of course, an allegory and it is not very difficult at 

all to figure out what is going on here. 

 

Oholah and Oholibah are sisters - the root meanings of those two names go back to the Hebrew word for 

"tent."  Oholah probably means "her tent" and Oholibah, "my tent is in her."  The tent, then, probably points 

to a tent of meeting, like the tabernacle, which figured so heavily in Israel's history.  Oholah is Samaria and 

Oholibah is Jerusalem.  (We might well entitle this chapter - "A tale of two cities" or perhaps "A tale of two 

sisters"). 

 

The theme of sexual immorality and marital infidelity is chosen because the bond between Israel and her 

God is a marriage bond.  Her sins are political - Oholah looking to Assyria, and Oholibah to both Assyria 

and Babylonia, and they are also spiritual, involving idolatry in the worship of the gods of these two nations. 

 Without question, the moral climate of both nations was extremely low, and the sexual references of 

chapter 23 reflect that fact as well.  (The list of common sexual practices found in chapter 22 is disgusting 

enough all by itself). 

 

For all of that, it is still shocking to read the raw language of "the tale of two sisters."  The explanation can 

only be that God, through His prophet, was looking for the strongest way possible to express the kind of 

disgust He felt at the actions of both Israel and Judah. 

 

Now, what lessons can we take from the "tale of two sisters?"  Surely this much at least: God means for us 
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to watch how He deals with other nations and people, and learn from their experiences.  When Oholibah 

(Jerusalem) saw how God dealt with the infidelities of Oholah (Samaria), she should have immediately 

repented, forsaken all thoughts of foreign military alliances, and demolished every idol and pagan temple in 

sight!  That is what should have happened.  In fact, however, Judah acted just as if nothing at all had 

happened in Samaria.  She kept moving toward her own day of judgment at an even faster rate of speed.  

Christians, we ought to be keen students of history, for if we would simply apply ourselves to learn from the 

dealings of God with other nations, churches and individuals, we, like Oholibah (the city of Jerusalem) 

could and should be spared the fate of repeating their experiences ourselves. The corollary of that truth, of 

course, is this: if we do not learn, or if we refuse to heed the lessons taught by the experience of others, then 

we will have to learn the lessons via our own difficult experience.   

 

I often almost tremble with fear for the Christian church of our day, first of all, because we are so very 

ignorant of the Word of God.  We do not know the Word and our ignorance places us in great jeopardy.  

Sixty-eight weeks of consistent Bible study has begun to remedy that deficiency in our lives, but still there is 

so much about the Word of God that we do not really know! - And our ignorance can surely hurt us! - Just 

this week I counseled a Christian who is married to a non-Christian.  Their life together and their family are 

full of strife and conflict.  As I sought to give some comfort and assistance in this difficult case, the 

Christian looked at me and said, "I know that I should never have married a non-Christian, but at the time I 

did not know what the Bible says about the subject."  Friends, ignorance is not bliss - and it never has been. 

 

The second reason I tremble a bit in looking at churches and Christians today is because they have no sense 

of church history -- no knowledge of anything that has occurred in the intervening years between 90 A.D. 

and today - and no ability to reason by analogy from the experience of churches and people in the past to 

their own situation.  How many denominations have dwindled and been blighted by the curse of a "liberal" 

approach to Scripture.  (By a liberal approach, I mean the acceptance of certain critical views of Scripture 

that brings us to the place at which we view the Bible as a completely human book, not a divinely given 

revelation from God.)  Every time a church or denomination looses its hold on the divine origin and 

authority of the Bible, its vitality is immediately sapped, its strength is taken from it, and it begins to die -- 

that's history.  It has happened over and over again! 

 

Similarly, several times in the history of the church, charismatic movements have sprung up, giving renewed 

emphasis to the importance of life in the Spirit and to the gifts, which the Spirit of God has bestowed upon 

Christ's church.  Those movements ought to be welcome and should be a great blessing to God's people.  

Over and over again, however, starting with the very first of these charismatic renewal movements - the 

Montanists of the second century - the same pitfalls and dangers have evidenced themselves.  One of the 

most pervasive dangers stems from a legitimate truth that God can still speak, apart from Scripture, directly 

to the hearts of His people.   That is part of what the Holy Spirit does for us.  The danger, however, is that 

whenever we start relying too heavily on the inner voice of the Spirit, it is perilously easy to loosen our 

attachment to the clear teaching of the written Word of God.  And if we stop studying the Bible in favor of 

just listening to the inner witness, we will soon enough lose our discernment and our ability to distinguish 

between the voice of God's Holy Spirit, our own fleshly thoughts, and the voices of "other spirits."  That 

happened to the Montanists, who finally were declared to be heretics because of their foolish and fleshly 

ways.  It has happened again and again through history.  George Fox was the founder of the Quaker 

movement - one of his early and earnest converts was William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania - and I am 

convinced that he was as fine a Christian man as you could ever hope to meet.  He, too, emphasized the 

immediate work of the Holy Spirit and encouraged his followers to just listen for the Spirit's voice.  The 

importance of the written Word of God was, however, de-emphasized.  Bible study became less important.  
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Then passive meditation, and responding to the immediate work of the Spirit who manifested His life in 

them, became the full focus. Since these manifestations often took the form of bodily tremblings, the 

movement began to be called “The Quakers").  Each successive generation of Quakers has moved further 

away from the Bible, until today, very few Quaker churches emphasize things like being ‘born again’ and 

reading and responding to Scripture. 

 

Today we have a new charismatic movement going on, which emphasizes the immediate experience of 

believers with the Holy Spirit of God.  That in and of itself is not only not wrong, it is very welcome.  BUT 

if we learn the lessons of history, as Oholibah should have done, we can call out the critically important 

warning signals to those who are involved, because already some of the same old pitfalls are clearly in 

evidence.  It is happening yet again.  If we will not learn from history, and from the experience of watching 

God's dealings with others, then we, like Oholibah, will learn the hard way and that will not be a pleasant 

experience! 

 

Once again today, twice in chapter 22, and then again right at the end of chapter 23, we read that most 

familiar phrase of the Book of Ezekiel, "Then you will know that I am the Lord."  All of the judgments, all 

of the disciplines, all of the chastenings that Israel (and we) endure - are meant to bring us to the place at 

which we will a) know that God is sovereignly controlling His world and b) acknowledge that lordship over 

us by a spirit of reverent obedience.  The day is coming, and it may not be far away, when every single 

created being in the universe will know that He is the Lord -- and then Isaiah says (and so does Paul), 

“Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess” that fact!! 

 

I am greatly saddened by the number of people I meet who still seem to believe that acknowledging that 

Jesus is Lord is something they can choose to do or choose not to do.  Sometimes we Christians even 

reinforce that belief by the way in which we present the gospel.  My friends, be very sure of this: no created 

being will be able to deny the lordship of Christ!  In the end, every human being will acknowledge it 

willingly and in love, or begrudgingly and in terror, all will bow their knee.  But every human being will 

know that He is Lord, that is one of the great messages of the prophet Ezekiel. 

 

Well, the message of Ezekiel 22 - 23 is pretty plain.  Samaria was judged because of her spiritual (and 

physical) adultery.  She played the whore with Assyria and God judged her.  Judah should have taken note 

of God's judgment upon her sister, but she did not, and so Judah also went whoring, not only with Assyria, 

but with Babylon as well.  God's judgment, says Ezekiel, fell upon her for the very same reason! 

 

But did it have to be?  Was it utterly inevitable?  What could yet save our supposedly Christian nation from 

the very same fate?  Did you read the very end of chapter 22?  Listen carefully to the voice of God Himself. 

 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of 

the land so that I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.  So I will pour out my wrath upon them and 

consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on their own heads all they have done, declares the 

sovereign Lord" (22:30-31). 

 

Friends, God is still looking for men and for women; godly people are always the God-given solution to 

turning the tide of wickedness in any nation or any community.  Without godly Christian people, the fate of 

a society is sealed.  How many does it take to turn the tide? - Not very many.  We know that in Sodom God 

would have restrained Himself from judgment if only ten righteous men had been found. 

 

In the case of the last days of Judah, we know that there was at least one godly man - Jeremiah!  But no one 
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would listen to Jeremiah, who was God's mouthpiece.  He was not listened to, nor followed, as far as we can 

tell, by anyone. 

 

Every time I hear the TV commercial for the USMC, looking for "a few good men," I am reminded that 

Ezekiel tells us that God is engaged in the very same task.  He is looking not for formulas or methods, but 

for men - men and women who will stand up for Him and fill the gaps.  If Christian men and women rise up 

to perform that task, then the threat of destruction and judgment can be averted.  The question is, will we be 

the gap-fillers? 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow! 

 

 

WEEK 68, DAY 3                    EZEKIEL 24 and 25    

         

Good morning.   This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel, chapters 24 and 25.  Let's refresh our 

memories this morning about Ezekiel, the son of Buzi.  He was a priest and the son of a priest.  A younger 

contemporary of Jeremiah, he was taken captive in 597 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar's army captured 

Jerusalem after a brief siege.  Along with the young King Jehoiachin, and "all the princes, and all the mighty 

men of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths,” he was removed from the Temple, 

which would have been his life, and resettled on the dusty plains of Babylon.  In the fifth year of his exile, 

593 B.C., the call of God came to him to exercise a prophetic ministry to the house of Israel."  If we are 

right in thinking that the reference to the ‘30th year’ in chapter 1 is an indicator of Ezekiel's age at the time 

of his call to ministry, then he was a young man in his mid-20s when the exile began.  Alive during the 

reigns of the last five kings of Judah, he prophesied after Jehoiachin had been exiled to Babylon, and during 

King Zedekiah's reign in Jerusalem. 

 

The passage we read today began with the parable of the rusty cauldron (or iron pot) and it carries a date.  It 

is the fourth such benchmark we have seen in this amazing book of prophecy.  Ezekiel's call must have 

occurred about July 31, 593 B.C.  The vision of idolatry in Jerusalem, recorded in chapter 8, would then 

have occurred on September 17, 592 B.C.  His conversation with the elders of Israel, which was recorded in 

chapter 20, took place on August 9, 591 B.C., and the word of the Lord about the cauldron, about which we 

read today, must have happened on January 15, 588 B.C. 

 

From chapter 12, right up to the first portion of our reading today, chapter 24, the focus has been upon 

oracles (or messages) from God relating to the punishment of Israel that is coming.  Some of Ezekiel's 

hearers had taken the view that the initial fall of Jerusalem, in which so many had been exiled to Babylon, 

was the worst thing that would ever happen to them, and now they just had to wait for the restoration to 

come!  Others there by the waters of Babylon, felt that the fact that they were there at all was positive proof 

that the gods of Babylon were stronger than the God of Israel.  To their minds, God had "lost face" in this 

whole exercise.  Others believed that they were the unfortunate victims of their father's sins.  All that we 

have been reading in the past few days has been intended to help them realize that: 

 

1) God's anger was not yet spent -- there was more punishment coming!   

 2) The day was fast approaching when the gods of Babylon would be seen for what they really were - 

"nothing" - and soon enough everyone would know "that the Lord is really Lord of all" - "then they will 

know that I am the Lord."  Right up to the very end - even after the first set of exiles had trudged off through 

the harsh desert sun to Babylon -- God would have relented and dealt with Israel in grace - if only the people 
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had repented; but they, just like their fathers, had refused.  The judgment they had already experienced, and 

the ones they were about to experience, had been "earned" by them just as surely as their fathers! 

 

The boiling cauldron may have been another of Ezekiel's "acted out" parables, or perhaps it was just a 

familiar and vivid analogy.  You may remember, Jeremiah also spoke about a boiling pot, but its meaning 

was crystal clear - "the cauldron is Jerusalem, the fire under and around it is the Babylonian siege, and the 

pieces of flesh being boiled are the people of Jerusalem..." (Taylor, p. 178)  When the flesh is boiled, a rusty 

scum (the Hebrew word for “scum” is used only here in the whole Old Testament) surfaces, betraying a 

corruption that can only be dealt with by melting the cauldron itself - that is what will happen to Jerusalem.  

In Ezekiel's "picture," the meat in the pot is emptied "piece by piece."  That, I think, is Ezekiel's way of 

depicting the fact that the inhabitants of Jerusalem are going to be indiscriminately dispersed.  While right 

up to the end, the final judgment could have been turned aside by repentance, humility and obedience, it is 

now, the prophet says, too late.  The final siege has begun, and, Ezekiel notes, the Lord has spoken: "I the 

Lord have spoken.  The time has come for me to act.  I will not hold back; I will not have pity, nor will I 

relent.  You will be judged according to your conduct and actions, declares the sovereign Lord" (24:14).  

Judah's hour of judgment had finally and irrevocably arrived! 

 

It is the matter of the death of Ezekiel's wife, however, that draws our greatest attention today.  Can you 

imagine how hard it must have been for Ezekiel first to hear what God was going to do - and then to live 

through the horrible day - then to go on with life, without even having the privilege and release that comes 

from grieving - and finally, to continue afterward to faithfully serve God, without being bitter at the 

Almighty for the cruelty He had inflicted upon His suffering servant? 

 

God has already required some very severe obedience from Ezekiel.  The "son of man" Ezekiel has already 

publicly humiliated himself - remember the 15 months spent lying on his side eating course food baked over 

dung - and the head shaving?  I want to tell you, I would not wish to trade places with these Old Testament 

prophets - Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea - God required incredible things of these poor men!  (You can add 

Abraham to that list too - remember Mt. Moriah?)  And now – ‘Ezekiel, I am going to take your wife, but 

you are not allowed to mourn or to grieve.  No wailing.  Don't put ashes on your head (leave your turban 

on), keep your sandals on and don't eat the food that is associated with funerals.’  Once more Ezekiel, like 

Jeremiah, Hosea and Abraham before him, is acting out a parable.  His wife is "the desire of his eyes!" - that 

tells you how much he loved her - just as the Temple, which is about to be destroyed, is the desire of Israel's 

eyes - and Judah - as she was meant to be, is the desire of the Lord's eye!   But why no allowance for grief? 

Two suggestions have been offered at this point.  The first is this:  Ezekiel is not allowed to grieve because 

Israel has refused to grieve and mourn for her sins.  Because the people refused to mourn when repentance 

was called for, God will not allow them to mourn when judgment falls.  The second suggestion is that God 

was not allowing Ezekiel or the Israelites to mourn, because the loss of Jerusalem and the Temple was such 

a profound loss that it went beyond the bounds of human grief.  It was too big a loss to grieve like men and 

women normally do! 

 

Now, I am not certain that all of you will remember that from the time of Ezekiel's call onward (all the way 

back at the beginning of this book) he has been bound to a ritual silence - that is, the only time he speaks is 

when he is saying the things that come from God, prefaced by these words, "Thus says the Lord!!"  Apart 

from that, he has lived, with regard to his fellow Israelites, in silence - probably because no one was ready to 

listen to anything he might have to say.  ‘But,’ God says, ‘when the messenger arrives to tell you that 

Jerusalem has finally fallen, then you can speak again - then they will be ready to listen to you!  Then you 

will no longer need to utter these prophecies of doom.  Then you can start to be a shepherd and a watchman 
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to the people of Israel!’ 

 

Chapter 25, the last portion of today's reading, begins a new section of Ezekiel's book, in which he delivers 

God's messages of judgment upon several other nations around Israel.  Today we read the judgment against 

Ammon, Moab, Edom and Philistia, Israel's nearest neighbors.  Words relating to Tyre, Sidon and Egypt 

will follow.  There are seven nations mentioned in these oracles - that is probably significant, given the 

importance of the number seven in Scripture.  Even more interesting is the fact that Babylon is not one of 

the nations against which Ezekiel is called to prophesy.  Perhaps, knowing the kind of trouble Ezekiel was 

likely to get into if he spoke against his Babylonian captors, God allowed him to pass over the judgment of 

Nebuchadnezzar's city and state, just to keep Ezekiel safe.  At any rate, while the prophet is waiting for the 

messenger to arrive with the fateful news that Jerusalem has fallen, he has something to say about the other 

nations. 

 

Ammon, Moab, Edom and Philistia were all long-time enemies of Israel.  The first three of those nations are 

mentioned as adversaries in the Book of Genesis, and by the time of the judges, Philistia was already an 

archenemy of Israel's most aggressive opponents. 

 

Shortly after these words were written, Ammon and Moab were both decimated in a war with the Nabateans 

and passed out of existence as separate nations!  The Edomites were forcibly absorbed into Israel during the 

Maccabean period, and, at about that same point in time, the Philistines simply ceased to exist as well.  

God's judgments come true! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

  

WEEK 68, DAY 4                                EZEKIEL 26, 27 and 28 

          

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 26 - 28 of Ezekiel.  Here we encountered the 

oracles delivered by Ezekiel against the city states of Tyre and Sidon.  Now, I'm not going to tell you this 

morning that Ezekiel 26 - 28 are among the "great chapters of the Bible" of which I so often speak, but these 

three chapters are very interesting, because of the way in which the prophecies made by Ezekiel came to 

pass. 

 

You probably already know that some of the liberal scholars who handle the word of God attempt to deal 

with the phenomenon of prophecy and fulfillment by re-dating every passage in which there is a clear 

prophecy of some event that later occurred, and contending that the specific prophecy is either a late 

"insertion" - something put back into an earlier writing after the prophesied event had already occurred - OR 

they will say that the existence of the "prophecy" in the text is proof that the whole Book or passage was 

written at a date subsequent to the events it pretends to predict.  (We will see that kind of argumentation 

abounding when we get to the Book of Daniel.) 

 

The reason for this kind of debate is, of course, that the very fact of prophecies, that are later fulfilled, is 

evidence of the supernatural origin of the Bible, because someone had to know the future to write the 

prophecy down! 

 

The reason that these prophecies, especially the one related to Tyre, are so interesting is because the 

fulfillment of the prophecy which was staged – (that is it did not happen all at once, but in stages over a 



 

 
 
 10 

period of several centuries) - over such a long period in fact, that it is inconceivable that anyone could have 

then inserted the prophecies into the text of the Book of Ezekiel, which was well known and used by the 

people of Israel! 

 

In just a moment I want to note with you some of the specific aspects of this remarkable prophecy, and see 

how in fact, they were fulfilled.  But before we do that, I want to be sure that you noted the why of all of 

this. Did you pay attention to why God judged Tyre? - It might shock you a bit!!  It was because the people 

of Tyre gloated over the destruction of Jerusalem, saying, "Now that she lies in ruins I will prosper.” 

 

Tyre and Jerusalem were both commercial cities.  Tyre had not one, but two excellent harbors.  Half of the 

city, located on the Mediterranean Sea just to the north of Israel, was on the mainland with good anchorage. 

 The other half of the city was on an island fortress, which also had a natural harbor.  The name "Tyre" 

came from the island part of the city.  It means "rock".  In times of war, if an invader threatened, the 

inhabitants of Tyre could sacrifice the portion of the city on the mainland and retreat by ship onto their 

island fortress, which they believed to be impregnable.  I have no doubt that from your reading today you 

got a pretty good idea of the extent of Tyre's trade and commercial interests.  Just about every marketable 

commodity in the ancient world was passing through the hands of these seagoing merchants.  Tyre was rich. 

 She dominated the sea trade on the Mediterranean. 

 

Jerusalem had no harbor.  It was not a port.  But perhaps you noticed it referred to in chapter 26 as "The gate 

to the Nations."  That was because the overland trading routes from Asia and Europe down to Africa passed 

through the narrow neck of land occupied by Israel.  All roads to and from Egypt and Africa led through 

Jerusalem, the gateway to Asia and Europe.  Tyre dominated the sea trade.  Jerusalem controlled the 

overland routes.  They were competitors.  With the fall of Jerusalem, the overland trading route became 

unstable and very risky.  That meant more business would travel via sea, and the profit margins of the 

merchant fleet of Tyre would soar.  So when Jerusalem fell, they gloated.  And for that, God's wrath fell 

upon the great city of Tyre.  Tell me something.  Have you ever rejoiced over the misfortune of an 

individual or a group that you considered to be your competitor?  Has greed ever caused you to be glad 

when another encountered misfortune?  Be careful!  That is the sin for which the city of Tyre was 

destroyed!  Remember Proverbs 19:5b, "Whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished." 

 

Now let's think for a moment or two about the specific prophecies that Ezekiel made here.  He tells us that:  

 

1) Nebuchadnezzar will destroy the mainland city of Tyre  

2) that many nations will come against Tyre  

3) that she will become a bare rock  

4) that fishermen will spread nets over the site  

5) that the debris of the city will be thrown into the water  

6) she would never be rebuilt - never found again. 

 

Within three years of Ezekiel's prophetic utterance, Nebuchadnezzar came against Tyre.  After a 13 year 

siege, (that says something about both the importance of the city and its strength,) Tyre surrendered to 

Nebuchadnezzar, but when he broke down the gates, he found the city almost empty.  The inhabitants had 

fled over water to the island, which Nebuchadnezzar could not touch! 

 

In about 333 B.C., the next great conqueror, Alexander the Great, came along.  By now, by the way, 

Ezekiel's book had wide currency among the Jews.  If someone tried to change it, it would be known.  
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Alexander got angry with the inhabitants of Tyre because they refused to use their ships to help him against 

Egypt.  He too destroyed the mainland city, only to find that the inhabitants had fled to the island.  But 

Alexander was more determined than Nebuchadnezzar had been, and by completely demolishing the 

mainland city and throwing the rubbish into the water he built a causeway one-and-one-half miles long out 

to the island.  He commandeered a huge fleet of ships from other cities and finally he took the island.  He 

killed 70,000 people in Tyre and made another 30,000 into slaves, and sold them to other countries! 

 

Still the city of Tyre continued to exist, as wave after wave of conquerors came against her.  A general 

named Antigonus came in 314 B.C. and so it continued right through to the time of the crusades.  But then -

- after waves of conquest, Tyre passed out of existence.  The present day city of Tyre is built on a different 

site, several miles down the coast from the original site.  Today there is only a fishing village -- "A place for 

the spreading of the nets" -- where the ancient city used to be.  The fact that the ancient site has not been 

rebuilt is curious, because in addition to not one but two natural harbors, there is an abundant supply of 

fresh water at the original site. 

 

Now a shrewd guess on the part of Ezekiel might account for the prophecy regarding Nebuchadnezzar -- or -

- that item might have been inserted into the text after the event had already occurred.  But there is no way 

to account for the specifics of the rest of the prophecy, unless it is just that -- a supernatural prophetic 

utterance, that God brought to pass over the course of several centuries.  I believe in fulfilled prophecy as a 

strong evidence for the divine and supernatural character of the Bible. 

 

By the way, did you notice that Ezekiel says nothing about Sidon being rebuilt?  It too was destroyed, but it 

has always been rebuilt on the same site!! 

 

The name of Daniel popped up again today -- this time in the rhetorical question addressed to the arrogant 

king of Tyre: "Are you wiser than Daniel?"  We saw his name before, back in chapter 14, named there as a 

righteous man along with Noah and Job.  Here, his wisdom is underscored.  Some scholars have questioned 

whether or not this could be the same Daniel that we know about because he was younger than Ezekiel, and 

his career in Babylon had only just begun at the time the Book of Ezekiel was written.  Besides, the name is 

spelled a little differently here.  I believe, however, that it is the same Daniel we know about, because the 

two earliest encounters he had with Nebuchadnezzar and his court involved his stand for righteousness and 

his great wisdom - the very two characteristics that Ezekiel attributed to Daniel.  Those first encounters with 

the great king would have gone far to establish Daniel's reputation as a great man of God, and the stories 

would have quickly spread among the Jewish community in exile.  Daniel must have been a very remarkable 

young man! 

 

The very last part of Ezekiel's words to the king of Tyre, beginning with verse 11 of chapter 28, sounds to 

me a lot like the passage directed toward the king of Babylon that we read in Isaiah 14 - the "son of the 

morning" passage that some Bible scholars think is speaking about Satan.  Do you remember it?  Well, all 

the language here about Eden and cherubs doesn't seem to easily "fit" the physical king of Tyre in the days 

of Ezekiel, so some students want to apply it to the spiritual king of Tyre - "Satan."  The sin for which this 

king has been "thrown down" by God is the sin of pride, and an attempt to establish himself as a god.  - That 

surely fits the case of Satan, as well as the king of Tyre in Ezekiel's day.  Neither view is without its 

problems and I won't choose between them, but the language pointing back toward Genesis (and, by the 

way, forward toward Revelation) marks this passage as deserving of special attention as we read. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 68, DAY 5                   EZEKIEL 29, 30, 31 and 32      

  

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel 29-32, and I feel that I must apologize, or at 

least explain, that today's reading was a bit longer than our usual fare because I wanted us to read all of 

Ezekiel's messages concerning Egypt at the same time.  In fact, we read just about 1/12th of the Book of 

Ezekiel this morning.  That is a pretty big chunk of material all devoted to the subject of just one heathen 

nation.  When you block it together with the oracles directed against other foreign nations, (the section 

began back in chapter 25,) there is an awful lot of material in this book about Judah that has nothing to do 

with Judah!!  The reason for that is, of course, as simple as the geographic fact of Judah's location.  Let me 

quote a bit from John Taylor's commentary on Ezekiel: 
1
 (John Taylor's commentary on Ezekiel, p. 198-199) 

 

"...no commentary on the life and future prospect of her life (that is Judah's life) would be complete without 

reference to the mighty neighbors who jostled for power around her.  Judah's very existence was bound up 

with the foreign policies of nations like Assyria and Babylon, Egypt and Persia.  They determined whether 

the little Hebrew kingdom was allowed to retain her independence, like a little Switzerland, or whether she 

should become a political satellite, or a military staging post, or an international bargaining point.  They 

could no more be ignored than the United States and Russia can be ignored in the policies of a state in 

Europe or southeast Asia today. 

 

"What Ezekiel was at pains to point out, however, was that the final say in Israel's destiny was not theirs but 

God's -- and God was Israel's God!  More than that, he said that even the destiny of the greatest powers, such 

as Egypt, was in the hands of Israel's God.  Yahweh controlled everything.  The situation was, in fact, the 

very reverse of what appeared to be the case.  The secular historian saw Israel dwarfed into insignificance 

by mighty neighbors; the religious commentator, the prophet, saw the great powers held firmly in the hand 

of little Israel's mighty God.  The lesson for the Christian minority is not difficult to draw."  

 

This is perhaps a very important lesson for us to learn.  As America has become more and more ethnically 

and religiously diverse, the Christian consensus has eroded to the point of disappearing.  Though we may 

still be the single biggest block of religionists in the land, we are a very definite minority in a society that is 

becoming more and more intolerant of our "exclusivistic" views.  That could mean persecution is just 

around the corner, and if it comes, we will really need to remember that though we may feel ourselves to be 

at the mercy of the big crowd of opponents out there, the reality is still that our fate, and theirs as well, lies 

squarely in the hands of the one true omnipotent God - who happens to be our God!! 

 

The four chapters we read today contain seven separate "words from the Lord," addressed to the nation of 

Egypt, or its leader, Pharaoh.  Six of those seven are dated by the prophet.  The earliest came in January 587 

B.C., and the latest (the last oracle in the whole Book of Ezekiel!) came six years later in 581 B.C. -- on 

New Year's Day! 

 

Did you notice the one little reference to Tyre in today's reading?  Ezekiel says that one of the reasons that 

Nebuchadnezzar brought his armies down to Egypt was because his armies were driven hard in a campaign 

against Tyre, in which "every head was rubbed bare and every shoulder made raw," and yet, "his army got 

no reward" from that campaign.  That appears to me to be a reference to the fact that when the mainland city 

of Tyre was finally captured, the real treasures and wealth of the city were snatched away from the 
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Babylonian army by evacuating them to the island fortress, which Nebuchadnezzar did not capture!  That 

made the treasures of the Nile all the more alluring and lucrative to Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon forces! 

 

We read today about a 40 year captivity into which Egypt was going to fall, and from which they would 

never recover, in the sense of becoming once again a world dominating power.  Tell me something…Have 

you ever read a book about the grandeur of ancient Egypt, or watched a television documentary about the 

ancient Pharaohs or the great architectural wonders of that ancient land, and wondered what happened to all 

of the creative power and dominance? From the time of the rise of the Greeks and Romans onward, Egypt 

has slipped into relative obscurity, from which it has only recently emerged, and even now, to what can at 

best be described as nearly ‘a shadow of its former self.’  Whatever happened to Egypt?  God's judgment 

happened - and just as Ezekiel prophesied - so from that time forward Egypt has been reduced - and will be - 

until "they know that I Am the Lord." 

 

There is some pretty vivid imagery here to which I want to draw your attention very briefly.  Egypt is a 

"dragon" or "a great monster" lying in the streams.  That word (‘tannin’) in Hebrew, which is sometimes 

translated as ‘sea-monster’ or ‘leviathan’ in other Old Testament passages, might be picturing one of the 

huge old crocodiles of the Nile.  God says, ‘I am going to pull you out of the river with hooks, and leave you 

high and dry to rot in the wilderness.’ 

 

Egypt is also pictured as a broken reed that fails all who trust her.  This description probably harks back to 

the words of Rabshakeh to Hezekiah back in Isaiah 36.  Rabshakeh spoke for the King of Assyria, but his 

diagnosis of the value of trusting Egypt was right on target!  If you try to lean on a broken reed, its splinters 

will pierce your hand and do you a very painful injury!! 

 

Pharaoh himself is pictured as a warrior trying to wield a sword with not one, but two, broken arms.  A 

warrior in that predicament is not likely to be very successful in battle - in fact, he is not even likely to 

survive for very long.  So God says to Pharaoh, ‘I have already broken one of your arms - that seems to be a 

reference to the defeat suffered at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar when the Pharaoh marched some of his 

army out to relieve the siege of Jerusalem.  ‘Now’, says the Lord, ‘I will break the other arm.’ 

 

The image of the great spreading cedar tree is popular enough in biblical literature, used often to represent 

the affairs of a great nation.  Ezekiel himself has used it before - back in chapter 17.  Isaiah used it in his 

words concerning Babylon (chapter 14) and Daniel's description of Nebuchadnezzar in the fourth chapter of 

his prophetic book will use the same language.  Even Jesus, in the Mustard Seed Parable, in talking about 

the Kingdom of Heaven, paints the same vivid picture of a great spreading tree.  But the big tree of Egypt is 

going to be cut down.  The reason? - Its overweening pride!  Do you get the idea from reading the prophetic 

books in the Old Testament that God hates pride?  In fact, I think you could get that idea from any book of 

the Bible if you are reading carefully. 

 

Pride was the reason given for the fall of Tyre.  Pride is the reason Isaiah said that Babylon would fall.  

Pride is the reason that the Pharaoh, against whom Moses spoke, came crashing to the ground, and pride is 

behind the fall of this new Pharaoh too.   

 

Pride exalts men to the point at which they begin to think and act like they own everything.  Here Egypt is 

accused of thinking it owns the Nile.   

 

It also exalts men to the point at which they begin to think and act like they are gods.  Human pride robs 
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God of His rightful glory, and pride causes God to intervene to bring down nations and rulers – “then they 

will know that I am the Lord!!!” 

 

I wish I could drag out my history books now and read you some fascinating ancient inscriptions, which 

chronicle the fall of Egypt to the Babylonian armies, and give a description of the deportation of large 

segments of the Egyptian population to exile in Babylonian lands, that lasted for 40 years.  I cannot do that, 

however, because most Babylonian documents from the era are damaged or incomplete, and no Egyptian 

records exist to indicate anything like a mass deportation that lasted for 40 years.  That certainly does not 

indicate that the things Ezekiel prophesied concerning Egypt did not come true -- only that we have no 

record of it.  What we do know is that from that time forward, Egypt ceased to be a dominant world power. 

 

I want to close Week 68 by repeating the phrase that I know you will forever more associate with the name 

of Ezekiel: "Then they will know that I am the Lord."  That was God's purpose in all of His dealings with 

Israel and Judah, and with Babylon, Egypt and every other nation on the face of the earth.  He wants to be 

known and worshipped by all men everywhere.  That is the goal. “Then they will know that I am the Lord.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

    

 


