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WEEK 67, DAY 1                   EZEKIEL 7-9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 67 of Know the Word.  Today we read Ezekiel 

chapters 7-9.  Chapter 7 fits with the passage we read on Friday morning and continues the message that 

Ezekiel got from the Lord regarding the coming judgment of God against Judah for her terrible sins. 

 

The phrase we encountered last week is still flowing through the seventh chapter that we read today (and in 

fact it will through the rest of the Book.)  Three more times God says, This judgment is coming so that they 

will know that I am the Lord!  That is what God is doing. 

 

The sovereign God was working in history in the days of the prophets to conclusively demonstrate that there 

is only one God, His name is Jehovah and He and He alone rules in the affairs of His created universe.  That 

is always the first thing God wants people to know: that He is there and that He is in charge.  If a national 

disaster or a natural disaster is what it will take to get the attention of people, then God will oblige them 

with just that.  People need to know that the Lord is God. 

 

Several different times in chapter 7 Ezekiel makes it very clear that there is a cause and effect relationship 

between the judgment that is coming and the specific sins of the people.  Seven different times in chapter 7 

the judgment is specifically linked to their sins - I am repaying you for your detestable practices.  Over and 

over again He says it.  It is frightening to read.  Here is a culture that once had honored God and still paid 

Him lip service at all the important times.  (Does this sound familiar?)  But which in reality was involved in 

all kinds of idolatry and perversion and God's judgment was brought in a most terrifying fashion.  What 

friends, do you think is in store for an unrepentant America? 

 

The whole land of Judah is affected according to Ezekiel.  Outside the city there will be famine and plague.  

Inside the city they will die by the sword.  Only those who hide in the mountains will escape.  (By the way, 

that is exactly what Jesus in the Olivet Discourse predicted would happen again.)  The temple itself will, 

says Ezekiel, be looted and destroyed and of course that is exactly what happened. 

 

One detail of chapter 7 got my attention because it reminded me of something we read not long ago in 

Jeremiah.  In Jeremiah 18:18, the opponents of God's prophets made plans against Jeremiah saying, "Let's 

make plans against Jeremiah; for the teaching of the law by the priest will not be lost, nor will counsel from 

the wise, nor the word from the prophets.  So come, let's attack him with our tongues and pay no attention to 

anything he says."  But today in Ezekiel 7 we are told that they will try to get a vision from the prophet and 

the teaching of the law will be lost and the counsel of the elders also lost.  There are two aspects of this that 

seem important to me. 

 

First it shows us a progression.  Even though the people of Judah had rejected the Lord in almost every 

conceivable way, they still were adamant even while rejecting Jeremiah that they wanted God's blessing, 

and they were foolish and arrogant enough to believe they could still have the blessing whenever they got 

around to really seeking it!  We might well paraphrase their position this way.  We don't like what God is 

saying to us through Jeremiah, so we will just not pay any attention to him but God isn't going anywhere so 

when we get around to listening He'll tell us what we need to do.  Things aren't drastic enough yet for us to 

get serious about repenting but when we do God will still be waiting for us.  That was how the people of 

Judah (and a lot of people today) were thinking!  But Ezekiel delivers quite another message from God 

which says in effect: the people of Judah have delayed their repentance too long.  The day is almost here 

when out of desperation they will seek me through the prophet, priest and elders but I will be silent. 
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In another place the scripture enjoins us to "seek the Lord while He may be found."  That is what the people 

of Judah did not do.  Let us pray that the people of our nation will be wiser than they were. 

 

Next the reference to prophet, priest and elders shows us the function of those offices in the ancient 

theocracy of Israel.  The prophet supplied the vision.  The word here, of course, is used in its technical sense 

referring to an altered-consciousness experience in which the prophet of God actually saw (and who had) a 

message that God wanted delivered to the people of Israel.  Out of those "visions" however the more general 

vision in the sense of an understanding of what we should be doing, and what God is going to do among and 

with us emerges.  The prophet answers -- the question where are we going, what's God doing? 

 

The priest was the instructor in the law - the Scripture.  The priests were the teachers who gave the people 

their understanding of the written word of God and of the normal activities and duties they were expected to 

observe.  The priests answered the questions, What does God expect me to do, What are His commands and 

precepts? 

 

The elders were the ones who helped the people of God apply those precepts to the thorny everyday 

problems of life.  They settled the disputes that emerge even between the people of God and helped the 

children of Israel to understand how His commands "fit" the context of their everyday lives.  They provided 

a "model" for the people to observe and follow. 

 

The prophetic office has ceased in the sense that God is no longer directly speaking through individuals who 

then write down infallible and inerrant scripture that is binding upon all Christians for all of time.  (If you're 

not certain about that statement, a careful study of the first paragraph of the Book of Hebrews will confirm it 

for you.)  Nevertheless, the people of God still need direction and they desperately need people who can 

cast God's vision for them so they can know what God is wanting to do and where they collectively should 

be going.  The vision casting part of the prophetic ministry is still needed in the church and it goes without 

saying that the teaching and counseling functions remain just as important now as they were in Ezekiel's 

day.  

 

In chapters 8 and 9 we enter with Ezekiel into the second vision of the Book.  He is lifted up by "the spirit" 

and he sees the temple in Jerusalem.  Remember now, physically Ezekiel is in Babylon with the captives but 

he is shown the temple.  God shows him the abominations going on there. 

 

First he sees "the idol that provokes to jealousy" at the north gate.  The north gate was considered the most 

important gate into the temple because it was the closest one to the king's palace and therefore was the gate 

the king used whenever he was coming to worship.  You may remember from our tour through Kings and 

Chronicles that Manasseh erected an idol of Asherah, the fertility goddess which was later removed and 

then re-erected only to be burned by the reforming King Josiah.  Apparently, sometime after Josiah's 

reforms that idol or another equally offensive one was rebuilt at the king's gate to the temple.  The kings of 

Judah were not only practicing idolatry but they were doing it in the temple of the Lord! 

 

Then, encouraged by the Spirit of the Lord, Ezekiel digs through a wall to discover the elders of Israel 

worshipping snakes and detestable animals whose images had been placed on the inner walls of Jehovah's 

temple.  There was a Shaphan who functioned as a kind of secretary of state to King Josiah.  The Jaazaniah 

named here may have been his son.  The elders of Judah are secretly worshipping demons both at the temple 

and in their own homes!! 
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Third the women at the entrance to the north gate are weeping for Tammuz a Samarian (sp) 'god' of 

vegetation who somehow died and became in the religion of the Sumekians,(sp)  the god of the underworld. 

 We know the worship of Tammuz involved fertility rites. 

 

Finally in the courtyard of the temple there are men praying with their backs to the temple -- and faces 

toward the sun which they are worshipping!! 

 

Were all of these things actually going on back at the temple in Jerusalem or were they just symbolic visions 

meant to say in effect that the people of Judah are worshipping all kinds of gods instead of or in addition to 

the Lord?  Certainly the idol at the north gate was actually there -- at least at one point in Judah's history.  I 

think that God showed Ezekiel the things that were actually happening in the temple and why he was so 

angry with his chosen people. 

 

It is no wonder God is angry.  We have noted in our tour through the Word of God a good many names of 

God.  They are for the most part wonderful, comforting names.  Some of the compound names of Jehovah 

we have discovered have been thrilling.  Because they remind us of what God does: Jehovah-Jireh - the 

Lord will provide.  Jehovah-Nissi - the Lord our banner.  Jehovah-Raah - the Lord is my shepherd.  

Jehovah-Raphah - the Lord who heals.  Well there is another name in the passage we read today and I'll bet 

you missed it entirely.  It was in chapter 7, verse 9, "Jehovah-Makkeh" - the Lord who strikes, the Lord who 

smites.  You and I missed it because our English translation obscures it just a bit, but the people of Ezekiel's 

day who owned all of God's names as a source of comfort would have heard this one, Jehovah-Makkeh and 

felt as though they had been slapped in the face.  I am Jehovah-Jireh, yes, but I am also Jehovah-Makkeh 

and the time to strike My people has arrived. 

 

So in chapter 9 an angel is sent to mark the foreheads of the faithful.  (Remember this passage when we read 

the Book of Revelation.  It will be important to us there.)  The ones with the angel's mark will be spared, the 

ones without the mark are to be judged for their sin.  Remember the Passover way back in Egypt?  The same 

idea was there - those households bearing the mark of the blood sprinkled on the doorposts in the form of a 

cross were spared.  They had God's mark. 

 

The word for "mark" is the Hebrew letter Taw - the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  In the scripture of 

Ezekiel's day that mark was written as X - a cross.  The early Christian commentators took special note of 

that linking it back in time with the Passover and forward with the cross of Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 67, DAY 2                       EZEKIEL 10 - 12 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel chapters 10 -12.  You will remember from our 

reading yesterday that we are experiencing in chapters 10 and 11, the second vision of the prophet.  It began 

in chapter 8 when Ezekiel is lifted up in the Spirit and "shown" the temple back in Jerusalem.  He has seen 

the idol erected in the gate of the temple used by the king himself.  Inside the temple he has seen the elders 

of Judah worshipping idols.  He has noted the women of Jerusalem weeping for Tammuz and the religious 

leaders worshipping the sun -- a star that the Lord created as opposed to the Lord Himself.  In response to 

this complete abomination, an angel of death is sent out into the city to strike down all who have not 
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received the mark of God upon their heads. 

 

What we read yesterday was terrible and terrifying.  But to Ezekiel the most terrifying thing of all is what he 

saw at the end of chapter 10, for it is here that Ezekiel watches the Shekinah glory of God lift, hover and 

then depart from the temple in Jerusalem.  From the day that Solomon had dedicated it until the day that 

Ezekiel in exile in Babylon saw this vision, the one constant thing was that the glory of the Lord dwelt in the 

temple at Jerusalem.  Through good times and bad, in feast and in famine, in times of revival and even 

through Judah's terrible apostasies, the glory of the Lord was at the temple.  The message it bespoke was 

powerful and unmistakable: despite the repeated failures of the children of Israel, they were still the chosen 

people of God and He was still with them and if at anytime they cried out in repentance and faith, He would 

heal their wounds and He would hear them and save them.  They always knew that.  They counted on that.  

They took it for granted. 

 

But if the presence of the Shekinah Glory sent a clear and unmistakable message, then so did its departure 

and the message was chilling: the Lord God of hosts was abandoning His temple, He was not any longer 

with His people and from this point on if they cried out, He might not hear and respond.  They had forfeited 

their special relationship with God and the Glory had departed.  Ezekiel's plaintive cry, "Ah sovereign Lord! 

 Will you completely destroy the remnant of Israel?" is not just the overly emotional response of a man who 

has been badly shaken.  When Ezekiel saw the Shekinah cloud depart, he knew the complete destruction of 

Israel was a real possibility. 

 

God's comfort to him is the assurance that one day the people of Israel will be regathered in their land 

without the idolatry and false gods that had previously characterized them as a nation.  It is remarkable to 

observe that after their return from the Babylonian captivity, this recurring problem of idolatry and false 

religions really was solved.  From that time forward, Israel was never an idolatrous people again, at least not 

outwardly idolatrous.  In fact, they were so sensitive on this point that when a Roman legion marched 

through Jerusalem in the days of Pontius Pilate under its usual banner, the Jews interpreted it as a graven 

image and the result was a bloody riot.  The Jews of Jesus' day were not necessarily the most spiritually 

perceptive people in the world, but they had learned never to tolerate a graven image.  Verses 19 and 20 of 

chapter 11 however seem to point beyond the return from Babylon because God also says, "I will give them 

an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them 

a heart of flesh ..."  Is the fulfillment of that promise to be found in Ezra, Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, those 

who have led the returning Jews from the Babylonian captivity, or does it look further out to what Romans 

11 seems to suggest is coming -- a time at the end of the age when many Jews will be saved?  A time when 

God in the Person of the Holy Spirit actually indwells His reborn people.  Probably the answer to that 

question is that here, as elsewhere, there is both a near and a far off fulfillment of the prophecy.  The 

similarity between the language here and that found in Jeremiah chapter 31 where he talks about the coming 

new covenant which Jesus takes and applies to His own death supports the "double" view we are taking 

here. 

 

In this second vision, Ezekiel sees the four living creatures he saw in his first visit.  This time, however, he 

identifies them as the cherubim because that is the name the Lord Himself used to identify them.  Now I 

think this is worth noting because cherubim are mentioned in several places throughout the Word of God 

but there is never much description (except here) to help us understand what they are really like.  Let me 

summarize what we know about them for your. 

 

The word "cherubim" itself is a bit mysterious.  In languages related to Hebrew we can recognize similar 
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words meaning "to bless", "to intercede" and "to be mighty!"  Our best information however comes from the 

functions the Bible attributes to them. 

 

"Their first responsibility was to act as attendants and protectors of a sacred shrine as in the case of 

Solomon's temple and as carried over into Ezekiel's ideal temple of the future (41:18-20).  Protection was 

also their role in the Garden of Eden when they wielded the flaming sword to keep the way to the tree of life 

(Genesis 3:24).  Their functions as the two figures on the lid of the ark in the Most Holy Place is probably 

meant to involve worship as well as protection.  According to Exodus 25:18-20 they stand with their heads 

bowed and their faces looking downward toward the Mercy Seat as if in never-ending silent adoration.  A 

further suggestion which would apply in some cases is that the cherubim were in fact represented as throne 

animals on which God sat.  This idea comes from a group of references which describe the Lord as 

"enthroned on" (or above) the cherubim or from Psalm 18:10 where "He rode on a cherub and flew; he 

soared on the wings of the wind."  This is not far removed from the role occupied in Ezekiel's vision, where 

they bear up the throne of God on their extended wings and provide the motive-power for the whole 

complicated structure. 
1
 (John B. Taylor, Ezekiel, IVP 1969, p. 105) 

 

The similarity between the activity of the cherubim here and the seraphim in Isaiah 6 is striking (e.g. the 

coals taken from the fire by the angelic beings in both cases is the same) though the purpose of the coals are 

very different...   The descriptions are only slightly different.  Isaiah notes the seraphim have six wings, the 

cherubim mentioned here have only four.  Well - I think there is a lot we will need someday to learn about 

true angelic beings who are mighty in glory and power and who serve the King of heaven.  If you are still 

curious, you may wish to do some further exploration on your own. 

 

At the conclusion of Ezekiel's second vision he tells the other exiles what he has seen - the glory is departed! 

And he waits.  Soon enough, the word of the Lord comes again.  This time not in the form of a vision, but in 

an oracle commanding the one-man drama company to put on yet another mime show.  Ezekiel is told to 

pack up his belongings in the daylight as though he were going into exile.  Then in the evening, while the 

other exiles watch, he is told to dig through the wall, cover his face and carry out the luggage as if he were 

going into exile. 

 

I don't know about you, but I have a little trouble visualizing Ezekiel, with his bare hands digging through 

the wall.  When I checked it out a little more carefully however, I discovered that the word for wall here is 

not the word for a city wall which a) he couldn't have dug through by himself and b) he wouldn't have been 

permitted to dig through, but it is the word for a house wall.  Ezekiel dug through the wall of his own mud 

brick house to enact this mime.  (Probably the exilic settlement at Tel Abib didn't even have a city wall.) 

 

The acted out parable, of course, was a visual depiction of what was going to happen back at Jerusalem 

when Zedekiah tried to escape through the wall of the city and break through the Babylonian lines to escape. 

He was captured and brought to die in Babylon just as Ezekiel so graphically prophesied. 

 

What the account pre-supposes is that after Ezekiel's previous enactments - laying on his side and once a day 

weighing out his meager food supplies, there was a very widespread awareness of whatever this Son of Man 

- this prophet of God did.  The people apparently watched him very closely so that when he brought out his 

baggage there were at least several people watching who spread the word to the whole settlement: "Come 
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and see.  Ezekiel is at it again."  This prophet of God must truly have lived (as had Jeremiah before him) in a 

kind of public fishbowl.  Once again, here as before, the explanation is do this and foreshadow what I am 

going to do so that when it is done they will know that I am the Lord. 

 

After Ezekiel plays out his little drama, the Lord says they will come to you and ask what is going on.  

Explain it to them, he is told to tell them, "I Am a sign to you." 

 

Now there is a sense in which that is a very good description of what God's messengers in every generation 

are to be.  God gives to us (and by the way all Christ's disciples according to the New Testament are his 

messengers.  He uses the word witnesses) - He gives to us a message to bear but much more pointedly He 

calls us to be the message as well.  Just as certainly as Jeremiah and Ezekiel were signs to their generations, 

we also ought to be signs to ours.  That is what Jesus meant in the Sermon on the Mount when He said you 

are the light of the world - a city set upon a hill cannot be hid - you are the sign.  It has always been that 

way. 

 

Noah was a sign to his generation as were Enoch and Methuselah before him.  Abraham -- so mightily 

blessed by God was a sign to his generation.  Jonah was surely a sign of both the judgment and the mercy of 

God as he walked through Nineveh with his bleached white skin from the whale, and Lazarus was a sign to 

the people of Bethany that the power of Jesus was awesome.  The Gadarene demoniac was a sign in the 

Decapolis of what God can do with a hopeless case, and you and I are meant to be "signs" in this 

unbelieving and perverse generation.  Think about that!   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 67, DAY 3                         EZEKIEL 13 - 14 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we continued our tour through the fascinating Book of Ezekiel 

by reading together chapters 13 and 14.  This section of the book, which began with chapter 12 which we 

read yesterday and will continue until the end of chapter 24, is comprised of several oracles or messages 

about the people of Judah and in particular about the city of Jerusalem. 

 

The major thrust of these messages flows toward answering the objections that might be raised against the 

message of Ezekiel: objections like "God wouldn't abandon us - we're the chosen ones and the temple is his 

special dwelling place" or "Ezekiel may be saying these awful things are going to happen, but wonderful 

things are predicted by other prophets.  Why should we believe Ezekiel over them!"  Or "Jeremiah back in 

Jerusalem has been saying for years that the city would be destroyed and we are here as exiles but Jerusalem 

still stands - it's not going to happen." 

 

In light of the fact that Ezekiel's audience is already in exile, it seems a bit strange they would have a 

problem believing him but such is the nature of man that we always seem to hear better the people who are 

telling us what we want to hear than the ones who are telling us the truth!!  (That is the reason you could 

make a million dollars tomorrow selling snake oil, if only you are ready to lie and say it cures cancer - 

people listen for what they want to hear!!) 

 

It would appear that for every true prophet of God there are a half dozen or more false prophets who 

because they love the power of having people hang on every word or because they are greedy for the 
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lucrative gains to be had from religion for profit or because they are actually controlled by the father of lies 

himself stand in opposition to the true servant of God.  They are very easy to spot.  They tell people what 

they want to hear and feather their own beds with luxury and ease and they never tell the truth about sin and 

repentance.  They promise wonder cures and deal in magic powers -- health and wealth are always high on 

their agendas.  They promise them as gifts to all who will follow them.  They major in short-cuts to heaven. 

 God says, "They lead my people astray saying 'peace, peace when there is no peace and when a flimsy wall 

is built, they cover it with whitewash.'" 

 

These words from Ezekiel 13 find echoes in the sayings of Jesus who evidently had meditated on this 

prophet as he did all the others. 

 

The message of God through Ezekiel is that even though other religious teachers say it's all going to be o.k. 

and paint a rosy picture with whitewash thrown over plywood and cardboard walls, he is going to judge 

them all and the judgment upon the false prophet who leads people to destruction by teaching lies in the 

name of God is going to be a fearful one indeed. 

 

There are a couple of really important issues that these chapters deal with and of which we need to take 

careful notice.  First the main bone of contention that God has with the elders of Israel and with the nation 

as a whole is the issue of idolatry.  Now that will not surprise you in the least for by now you have become 

masters of the history of God's chosen people and you know all too well about their propensity for chasing 

after foreign gods. 

 

The thing that most gets my attention about what we read together today, however, is the fact that the idols 

that the elders of Israel were most guilty of worshipping were not made of stone and wood and sitting in the 

gateway of the temple.  (As we have already learned there was an idol like that in Jerusalem.)  But the idols 

God complains about in chapter 14 are the idols that are "in the hearts" of the elders and "in the hearts of the 

Israelites."  The real problem is not the physical images of stone and wood -- it is the internal, invisible idols 

in the hearts of God's people. 

 

We really need to understand this today or else we will read the Book of Ezekiel as ancient history saying, 

well at least after the Babylonian exile they weren't idolaters any more and that has never been a problem 

for us.  (We have never been idolaters!  We are clean of that sin!) 

 

We may be outwardly clean of it in that we have no images in our homes to which we genuflect, burn 

incense or pay homage, but friend, the idols against which Ezekiel is speaking here are internal ones.  Idols 

of the heart and you and I do have a problem there. 

 

What is an idol?  Can you define that word for me?  A simple definition I guess would be anything that 

stands in the place of God and gets my primary attention and worship.  That's not a very precise definition 

but it's accurate enough to make me uncomfortable.  In my whole life I have never burned incense to a piece 

of wood or stone, but I have many times given first place to things, activities and even persons other than 

God.  And if the truth be told, so have you. 

 

When you said being married to that person who wasn't a Christian was so important that even though you 

knew the Bible said it was wrong, you did it anyway, that was idolatry.  When you accepted the job that 

paid so much money that you couldn't say no even though it forced you to make spiritual and family 

compromises - that was idolatry.  When the hobby or activity that you love so much began to draw you 
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away from time in God's Word and in prayer and you let it - that was idolatry too.  When you started 

dreaming about bank accounts and retirement plans more than about what God wanted you to do with your 

resources and your life - that too was idolatry.  When God allowed the loss of something or someone that 

was very precious to you - and when your heart turned to anger and bitterness at Him because of it - that was 

also idolatry. 

 

Friend, the truth is both ugly and obvious.  If God is upset about idols in the heart, then you and I are just as 

prone to idolatry as the ancient kings of Israel, and just as guilty. 

 

Do you remember the story of the rich young ruler?  Christ told him to go and sell everything, give it to the 

poor and then come and be His disciple.  The rich young ruler went away very sad because wealth was his 

idol.  He was a devout Jew.  The sight of a graven image would have given him a heart attack!  But he was 

an idolater and Christ knew it. 

 

We haven't yet read the epistles of the Apostle John but you will be interested to learn that the letter of 1 

John - written several hundred years after the Babylonian exile in which God's people learned to hate graven 

images - ends with these words, "Little children - keep yourselves from idols."  They had learned to hate 

statues, but they still were idolaters at heart and so are we.  I know there aren't any statues in your home 

toward which your adoration and prayers are directed.  But are there some idols in your heart?? 

 

The other thing I want to point out this morning has to do with the device that Ezekiel uses to explain just 

how wicked the society God was about to judge had become.  It is the device of using the names of Noah, 

Daniel, and Job.  Here were three of the most righteous characters in the whole Old Testament and God says 

this society is so evil that not even the presence of Noah, Daniel and Job would make a difference here. 

 

Noah - now there was a righteous man.  The Lord looked down upon the earth - searching for anyone with a 

righteous upright heart and Genesis 6 says - he found Noah.  The whole rest of humanity was corrupt - 

totally depraved and God destroyed them all except Noah and for his sake, his family.  This society, Ezekiel 

says, is so bad that not even his sons and daughters would make it! 

 

Job - There is the epitome of righteousness.  I can make him sin against God, says Satan, and God says go 

ahead and try!  But he can't.  Old Job just sits in the dust with his whole life in shambles, his whole family 

dead (except for his wife who has a powerfully peculiar gift of discouragement) and his body racked with 

intense pain - saying "though he slay me, yet will I trust him."  That's pretty righteous. 

 

And then there is Daniel - we haven't read that Book yet but you know something about the incredible 

righteousness of the boy who would not defile himself by eating the king's meat and the old man who 

braved the lion's den because he would not hide the fact that he prayed to God.  The really neat thing about 

finding Daniel's name here is that Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel's.  They were both alive -- in the 

vicinity of Babylon at the same time.  At the time Ezekiel's prophecy was written, Daniel was still a 

relatively young man and it is God Himself who says if Noah, Job and Daniel were all here right now it 

wouldn't change a thing.  Do you realize how powerful the life and testimony of Daniel must have been?  

While he was still alive, to get linked in a statement like this with the likes of Noah and Job?  It is utterly 

amazing!!  I can't wait to read that book. 

 

Here is the point though.  Righteous people do make a difference in society.  They influence others -- God 

uses them.  But there is a point at which individuals and societies get so far from God that no one - no 
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matter how godly they are can influence them any longer and when that point comes - judgment quickly 

follows. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk to you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 67, DAY 4                           EZEKIEL 15 -16 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Ezekiel chapters 15 and 16 - one very short chapter 

and one very long one.  (Chapter 15 is really a Hebrew poem, but because it does not rhyme like many 

English poems it is not very easy for us to recognize it as such.) 

 

Two things we did recognize though, and very quickly I am sure, are the two main images that God directs 

Ezekiel to use to portray the nation of Israel.  By now, because of all of your previous reading and study 

they are instantly recognizable to you: the vine and the bride. 

 

The vine is familiar to you by now because of Isaiah chapter 5 in which the first vineyard parable of the 

Bible is told and because of the parable that Jesus told about the fate of the messengers and finally the son 

of the vineyard owner who came to collect from the tenants.  You will remember, I know, that Jesus told the 

story to His adversaries on the day of controversy during Passion Week, in the temple at Jerusalem.  Finally, 

although we have not yet read it together, most of you will already be familiar with the John 15 passage in 

which the vineyard image is laid down upon the church and used by our Lord to beautifully explain the 

relationship that exists between Himself and each one of us who have become followers of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

The other image, that of Israel as the bride of God, also is familiar to us.  It is the basis of many different 

Old Testament passages, but it was the Book of Hosea that brought it home most powerfully for us.  Israel is 

God's faithless bride.  She has repeatedly committed adultery and brought incalculable shame down upon 

herself.  Ezekiel goes further than Hosea in picturing the anger and fury of God, the husband who has been 

spurned.  Once again, just as with the vine, we find the New Testament picking up the same image -- most 

notably in the fifth chapter of Ephesians and applying it to the church which we are told is the bride of 

Christ. 

 

Now, I know we have spoken together before about the relationship between Israel in the Old Testament 

and the church in the New Testament.  I have encouraged you in your thinking to avoid two extremes that 

make for difficulties in interpreting the scripture.  If on the one hand you insist that Old Testament Israel 

and the New Testament church are completely different entities, totally distinct from one another - under 

different rules and bearing different relationships to God, you are going to have difficulty treating huge 

portions of scripture as having any real relevance to us today.  As an extreme illustration of that school of 

thought we could cite the dispensational authors who say that the Sermon on the Mount is not for us 

because it was directed to a Jewish - Israelite audience and that the Olivet Discourse focuses on a tribulation 

period which is relevant only for the Jewish believers who will be alive during that period after the church 

has been removed. 

 

On the other hand, if you completely identify Old Testament Israel and the New Testament church you end 

up treating passages like Romans 10 and 11 and even some portions of these Old Testament prophets in 

ways that rob them of their most obvious intended meaning. 
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The chapters we read today, and in particular the use of these two primary images, the vine and the bride 

should remind us that even though Israel and the church are not identical, they are connected because they 

stand in essentially the same relationship to God and the very same images are used to describe them. 

 

The vine image of chapter 15 which is traceable back in Old Testament literature to the blessing that Jacob 

conferred upon his sons in Genesis 49, is altered a bit by Ezekiel in that he focuses not upon the fruit of the 

vine but upon the wood.  Usually this emphasis falls upon the fruitfulness of the vine in producing grapes 

(or perhaps the lack of fruitfulness, but here Ezekiel focuses instead upon the uselessness of the wood which 

is not even rigid enough to serve as a coat peg on the wall!  And that is before it has been damaged by fire.  

The reference to the fire is probably an allusion to the fires set by the Babylonians in 597 BC when 

Jehoiachin was carried off to Babylon but the city of Jerusalem was not entirely destroyed.  Once the wood 

of the vine has been charred and damaged by fire it is even less useful and fit only to be consigned to the 

flames itself.  Ezekiel's words would have stung deeply that part of the exilic community who were 

consoling themselves with the idea that the worst was over and Jerusalem was going to survive this Babylon 

scare and go on just as it had in the past.  This time, Ezekiel is saying, destruction is assured. 

 

The elaborate tale of chapter 16 is almost an allegory because of its length and detail.  I don't know about 

you, but I found its language to be graphic and almost shocking.  Ezekiel meant for it to be so because he is 

trying to shock his readers into realizing the grave circumstances in which the nation of Judah and the 

people of Jerusalem had placed themselves by their wanton and repeated sin. 

 

Ezekiel makes several statements that could probably use some explanation here.  The statement about 

Israel's origins as being Canaanite, partly Amorite and partly Hittite may be confusing because as you well 

know Abraham (an Aramean) was the father of Israel and there was a great emphasis on keeping the line 

pure from the very beginning.  The Canaanite allusion may, however, refer to the fact that Jerusalem was a 

Canaanite city before David conquered it, or simply to the fact that Israel was established by God in the land 

of Canaan.  There is more to that, however, because the term "Canaanite" was a synonym for moral 

decadence.  To say you are related to the "Canaanites" was to make a sarcastic and pointed accusation. 

 

The Amorites and Hittites were two of the people groups who were living in the land of Canaan when Israel 

arrived and their customs and ways influenced the people of God in many more ways than they should have. 

 

The basic plot line of Ezekiel's story is that a passing traveler found an infant girl left bleeding and naked to 

die in the wilderness.  In many ancient cultures (and some which still persist today in places like India) 

because the preference for males is so strong, some female babies are still abandoned and left to die.  The 

traveler rescues the child and gives her the gift of life. 

 

On a second trip, the traveler finds that the foundling has grown to a marriageable age.  He uses the 

customary symbolic act of spreading the lower part of his tunic over her. (You will remember the story of 

Boaz and Ruth, I am sure.)  He cleans her up, purifies her, covers her nakedness with wonderful garments 

and bedecks her with jewels.  In short he makes a queen of her and her beauty becomes the talk of the 

nations all around.  She owes everything to her glorious benefactor who finally marries her.  He makes a 

covenant with her. 

 

Some Bible students see the reference to a covenant as an allusion to the Mt. Sinai experience when God 

gave to Israel the Ten Commandments and where the nation as the whole pledged her unqualified allegiance 
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to the Lord and to the covenant He had made with her.  

 

The adultery and faithlessness follows -- indiscriminate prostitution -- to the point at which Israel becomes 

worse than any prostitute that Ezekiel had ever known about.  She does not even get paid for her harlotry.  

Instead she chases after lovers and gives gifts to them!  Specific lovers are mentioned: Egypt, the Philistines, 

the Assyrians and the Babylonians all get a mention.  Every time Israel turned toward one of those nations, 

she showed her lack of trust in God and was diminished herself.  The prices paid for the political and 

military alliances that were made involved heavy tribute payments (often from the temple treasury -- God's 

money), the ceding of tracts of land, diminishing her allotted portion as for example happened in 701 BC 

when we know from extra biblical archaeological materials that she gave a large portion of territory to 

Sennacherib.  The political alliances also brought opportunity and often obligations to worship foreign gods. 

Remember that every time Solomon married another princess we read about him building another foreign 

temple, and when the alliance was an admission that the kings of Judah saw themselves as weaker than their 

new found ally, the worship of foreign deities became obligatory as a symbol of submission.  These are the 

adulteries of Israel. 

 

The spiritual adultery often also led to physical immorality as the fertility rites associated with the worship 

of some of these foreign gods and goddesses involved real prostitution and gross immorality.  Ezekiel also 

mentions the hated business of sacrificing children to the gods.  That was particularly associated with the 

worship of Molech and while some scholars question whether or not we should take the Old Testament 

references to passing children through the fire in a literal sense, the language of Ezekiel seems plain enough 

for me to believe that actual human sacrifices were going on in the last days of Judah's life as a nation. 

 

That is perhaps why God says Sodom and Samaria were more righteous than you are.  Judah is utterly 

disgusting to me.   

 

Our time is nearly gone but one more observation seems appropriate here.  Ezekiel notes that Judah's lovers, 

while taking advantage of her unbridled lust, were in fact disgusted by it and ashamed because of it.  Quite 

apart from any allegorical application, that is a pretty accurate description of what happens in real life when 

adultery, prostitution, and sexual immorality become a way of life. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 WEEK 67, DAY 5                             EZEKIEL 17-19 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today as we finished our second week with Ezekiel the prophet, we 

read chapters 17-19 of his remarkable book.  I am not sure if you realize it or not, but when we finish 

Ezekiel we will have completed the last really big Book in the Old Testament except for Psalms.  What I am 

trying to say is that we are rounding the final turn that will take us into the home stretch.  If after 67 weeks 

you are still with me, I am confident that, Lord willing, you are going to finish the Know the Word studies.  

That is tremendously encouraging to me as a pastor because I know when you really know the word, your 

life will have been transformed by its power and you will be a very useful channel through which His grace 

can flow to others! 

 

Each of the three chapters we read today is a separate literary unit.  The first two chapters begin with the 

same words: "The word of the Lord came to me" and the third is different but similar as the Lord says to 
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Ezekiel, "Take up a lament concerning the princes of Israel and say..."  What is before us then is another 

series of oracles -- messages from God. 

 

Chapter 17 is an allegory or parable.  As such it is a story not about two eagles and a vine but about 

Babylon, Egypt and Jerusalem.  As with every parable we need to be careful to look to the scripture itself 

for the interpretation and after telling us this bird story, Ezekiel provides us with God's interpretation. 

 

The first great eagle is Nebuchadnezzar who, with his huge army, comes to the cedar of Lebanon which is 

Jerusalem and snatches away the top of the tree.  That is the nobility and removes it to Babylon -- the land 

of the merchants.  "He then takes of the seed of the land, that is a member of the royal family, namely 

Jehoiachin's uncle Zedekiah and plants him like a willow twig in a fertile seed bed (which must be 

Jerusalem), where he duly flourishes.  However he is never more than a low spreading vine with limited 

powers and influence, always depending on his Babylonian master with his branches turned in subservience 

toward him.  The second eagle is Egypt to whom this vine turns for sustenance, but the prophet sees no 

future in this move.  The vine will wither away and be uprooted by the king of Babylon with the greatest of 

ease." (Taylor, Ezekiel, IVP, p. 144) 

 

In his commentary on Ezekiel, John Taylor says, "The most notable feature of the prophet's explanation is 

the way it shows how the dependent relationship imposed by Nebuchadnezzar on Zedekiah is regarded as 

amounting to a solemn covenant which the vassal breaks at his peril ... by sending ambassadors to Egypt, he 

despised the oath and broke the covenant, and says Yahweh, this was my oath and my covenant.  Such 

rebellion would bring not only the displeasure of Babylon, but the punishment of God ... 

 

"The implications of this attitude are far reaching.  It indicates that agreements entered into and obligations 

incurred by worshippers of God are as binding as if they had been made with God in person.  What applied 

in the elemental code of international politics among the small states of the Middle East in the sixth century 

BC, must surely apply with equal force to international agreements in today's ... world.  And what applies to 

nations must presumably be binding for social and personal relationships as well.  The breaking of a treaty, 

a contract, a promise or any other kind of covenant implies God as well as the person who has been 

offended." 

 

"The historical situation outlined in these verses is illuminated by the narrative in Jeremiah 37, which shows 

that an Egyptian force was apparently sent in the direction of Jerusalem, probably in the summer of 588 BC, 

in response to Zedekiah's overtures and that the approach of this army caused a temporary lifting of the 

siege of Jerusalem which a Babylonian punitive force had already begun in January of the same year.  We 

know nothing of the fate of the Egyptians, but we can presume that their efforts were unsuccessful and 

possibly only half-hearted as well because their siege was soon renewed for a further year until Jerusalem 

finally fell in July 587 BC" (BID, MS - 146). 

 

At the end of chapter 17 another cedar tree parable is told in which God Himself plants a shoot of the cedar 

tree high in the mountains of Israel and it flourishes.  God is assuring Judah that He will not allow her to be 

totally destroyed! 

 

In chapter 18, Ezekiel lays down at God's direction, an extremely important principle upon which God 

operates.  This principle was very important in Ezekiel's day and it is equally important in our own.  Here it 

is -- God will never require payment from me for the sins of someone else.  God will not judge you for 

someone else's sins. 
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The key verse here is verse 20:  "The soul who sins is the one who will die.  The son will not share the guilt 

of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son.  The righteousness of the righteous man will be 

credited to him and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him."  That is a very important 

verse.  It says that God will judge every human being as an individual. 

 

You can immediately see why it was so important to Ezekiel's hearers.  The prophets -- Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel too had been saying God is angry with this nation.  Your fathers and grandfathers turned away from 

Him to worship other Gods.  One king after another has defied the Holy One of Israel and now judgment is 

on the way!  It would be very easy to conclude from those warnings that God was going to judge me as an 

individual for what my ancestors did.  If that's the whole story, then it doesn't matter if I'm righteous or not, 

God is still going to judge me.  The corrective message being issued here -- and it is just as important today 

as it was 2600 years ago -- is that although God does judge nations, yet He preserves His justice by dealing 

at the very same time with individuals and no one will ever die for His father's or their mother's sins -- but 

for their own. 

 

Since we are repeatedly told in scripture that no one -- not a single living person -- is innocent before God, 

He could still judge anyone at any time or everyone at anytime but if judgment falls on any human being, it 

will only be for their own sins.  That is all that anyone will have to answer for before God.  Unfortunately 

that is enough to still condemn us all and that is why Christ had to come. 

 

The three examples of a father, son and grandson who are righteous, unrighteous and righteous again would 

probably have put Ezekiel's listeners in mind of Hezekiah -- the good king, Manasseh his son -- a very bad 

king and Josiah his son, another good king.   

 

Ezekiel does not here go on to develop the doctrine of the universality of sin, that is the fact that every 

human being is guilty before God.  That is done in other passages by other writers.  (Note please that 

nothing he says denies that doctrine either.)  The main point here is that God's judgment is never unjust!! 

and the bottom line is "The soul that sins will die" and for its own sin. 

 

Just before we leave chapter 18 behind, note please that it ends with a call to repentance.  Even at one 

minute to midnight on Jerusalem's judgment clock, God is holding open the door marked "repentance" and 

deliverance even now is still possible!  "Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed and get a 

new heart and a new spirit.  Why will you die, O house of Israel?  For I take no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord.  Repent and live!" (18:31-32) 

 

Chapter 19 is a special kind of literature -- it is a dirge -- the kind of song you sing at a funeral.  The style of 

its poetry in Hebrew is lost in translation for each verse is a couplet comprised of three beats followed by 

two beats.  When you take several English words to translate one Hebrew word, it sort of spoils the beat and 

hides the poetry.  Nevertheless it is there. 

 

"The subjects of Ezekiel's lament were Jehoahaz, son of Josiah, who was taken captive to Egypt in 609 BC; 

Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim, who was exiled to Babylon in 597 BC; and Zedekiah also a son of Josiah who 

was the last of the Davidic line of rulers..." (IBID. 152)  Some of the poem is historical (it had already 

happened when Ezekiel wrote it but the part about Zedekiah was probably prophetic written before it 

happened.) 
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The lioness mother is probably Judah - the nation (and it is probably worth noting that there were real lions 

in Palestine until about the time of the crusades during the Middle Ages.) 

 

This is the lament that God gave to Ezekiel in Tel Abib near Babylon.  Judah was finished.  Zedekiah would 

be her last king until the King of Kings would come in the far distant future.  The vine that is Israel has been 

stripped of its fruit and set ablaze.  No strong branch remains to support a ruler's scepter, the kings are 

finished!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

  


