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 WEEK 66, DAY 1                              2 CORINTHIANS 10-13 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Welcome to Week 66 of Know the Word.  Today we finished reading 

the Book of 2 Corinthians and we have completed about two-thirds of the entire Word of God in our 

reading. I want you to know how proud I am of you and of what you have already accomplished.  I have no 

doubt whatever that you who have come this far in your reading and study of God's Holy Word will 

certainly now finish what you have begun.  Our goal is nothing less than to become a people who "know the 

word" and who knowing it, actually practice its principles and precepts in every single area of our lives. 

 

The tone of Paul's letter to the Corinthian saints changes in chapter 10 and it changes abruptly.  The issue of 

his apostolic authority which seemed to be settled earlier in the letter has again been raised and Paul is 

defending his apostleship and his authority vociferously here against someone who has viciously attacked 

him.  There are two major views with regard to these chapters. 

 

One view is what we have tacked on to the end of 2 Corinthians is a portion of the "painful letter" to which 

Paul alludes early on in the letter.  If that is the case, then 2 Corinthians 10-13 actually belongs 

chronologically between I Corinthians 16 and 2 Corinthians 1.  The other view is that just as Paul was 

finishing the letter of 2 Corinthians, word reached him that the attacks upon his apostolic authority had 

begun again in Corinth.  So he writes this postscript to the letter to deal with his critic in the hope that the 

situation will be rectified before he arrives in Corinth and has to deal with him in person.  We know from 

Acts 20 that Paul did come back to Greece and presumably Corinth to collect the famine offering and that 

from there he sailed to Palestine with the money collected from the Gentile churches including Corinth -- 

that would suggest that if chapters 10-13 represent a new challenge to Paul's authority, it was effectively 

dealt with. 

 

Sadly, we also know from the letter of First Clement written from Clement the Bishop of Rome to the 

church in Corinth in 96 AD, that the Corinthian church was still "racked by dissension and infighting."  

(First and Second Corinthians, Ralph Martin, Word books 1988, p. 25)  Sometimes I feel that being a leader 

in the church today is especially difficult because our culture has spawned such an anti-authoritarian 

attitude.  Rather than follow the leaders God has given to the church, people automatically want to resist 

them.  I guess, in light of the chapters we read today, I need to abandon that theory because it happened just 

as easily in the first century as it does in the 20th!  Paul's self-defense pains us to read because it clearly 

pained him to feel he had to write it, but it provides us with striking autobiographical material that we would 

never have otherwise been given. 

 

The charges being made by the critics back in Corinth seem to be as follows: that Paul is not an apostle or at 

least not as worthy of being followed as the men in Corinth that he calls "super-apostles" (10:12)  Even 

worse, Paul may not even be a true Christian (10:7) according to some of his critics.  Can you imagine 

making that charge against the Apostle Paul?  That Paul is not as gifted as the "super-apostles" (11:6) is one 

of the charges.  That he "caught" the Corinthian believers by means of trickery and somehow exploited them 

(12:16) is charged.  Finally the claim is being made that Paul is "bold" in his letters, but timid in the flesh 

(10:1). 

 

Paul's basic response to all of this criticism is very simple - he challenges them to read the evidence of his 

life.  He says, stack my life up against the lives of your Corinthian "super-apostles" and see which is more 

genuine.  Go ahead.  Compare me with whoever you like and then you decide who is worth following.  It is 

the same argument we saw when we read Paul's letters to the Thessalonians church.  There he wrote: You 
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saw - you are my witnesses of how I lived my life when I was in your midst day and night laboring like a 

nursing mother and nurturing father.  If you accept the mantle of spiritual leadership (maybe any kind of 

leadership in this day and age), let me assure you in advance that at some point along the way you are going 

to be attacked.  When that happens, my friends, the best defense you can ever have is the open testimony of 

the kind of life you have lived.  Jesus said, "By their fruits you shall know them" and Paul says - please - 

examine the fruits of my life and compare that with my adversaries, then you be the judge, you decide! 

 

This is the context then of Paul's "fool" speech.  I am a fool to talk like this, he says, but you drove me to it.  

Let's compare lives.  "I have worked much harder (than the so called super-apostles), been in prison more 

frequently, been flogged more severely and been exposed to death over and over again.  Five times I 

received from the Jews the 40 lashes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods.  Once I was stoned, 

three times I was shipwrecked.  (By the way, the Book of Acts only mentions one of those shipwrecks.)  I 

spent a night and a day in the open sea.  I have been constantly on the move.  I have been in danger from 

rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, and danger from Gentiles: in danger in 

the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea, and in danger from false brothers.  I have labored without 

sleep.  I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food.  I have been cold and naked and 

besides everything else I daily face the pressures of my concern for all the churches."  (He might well have 

added - especially this church.) 

 

And when I was with you I refused to take any money from you and ministered even while I was suffering 

greatly.  Yet crafty fellow that I am, apparently somehow I exploited and tricked you!!  Friends, wake up!! 

 

In the face of the claim that the "super-apostles" have greater authority from and access to God, Paul tells 

his little "I knew a man who" story.  It is thinly veiled and intentionally so.  He wants them to realize he was 

the man who had this ecstatic experience with God.  Paul says - I had a vision in which I saw heaven itself - 

I've heard things that humans shouldn't hear and see things that humans shouldn't see.  I have more 

credentials from God than your so called apostles will ever have.  It would appear that the "super-apostles" 

were claiming to have direct revelation from God.  Paul feels it necessary to share his experiences to counter 

their revelatory claims. 

 

It is in connection with this experience, however, that Paul's thorn in the flesh, his messenger from Satan 

appears.  Before we attempt to identify that thorn in the flesh, you need to take note of a very important 

thing here.  This thorn is a messenger from Satan - that is pretty explicit.  Satan is manipulating the "thorn" 

to destroy or at least hinder Paul, but God is standing right behind Satan and He is also using the "thorn" - 

not to hurt but to bless Paul - to teach him the great lesson, "My grace is sufficient for you, my strength is 

made perfect in weakness." 

 

Do you remember Jesus' words to Peter - Simeon, Satan has desired to sift you like wheat but I have prayed 

for you and when you are converted strengthen your brothers"?  Do you remember the beginning of the 

Book of Job (we'll be reading it before very much longer!) Satan wants to take away all Job has - his agenda 

is to squeeze him so hard that he will curse God - and God lets him do it!! 

 

In all three of these cases, Satan is intervening in the life of one of God's choice servants with the express 

goal of destroying them.  In each case God allows Satan to attack precisely because He has a higher, holier 

agenda that will bring greater blessing.  Friend, if Satan's hand is ever set against you and you know it, do 

not conclude God has abandoned you -  He will be there standing right behind Satan - setting the divine 

limits beyond which the destroyer may not transgress and moving with a completely different (and better) 
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agenda for you. 

 

God's agenda for Paul was to use Satan's thorn to teach Paul a lesson he could not have learned any other 

way.  The lesson is that when he was weakest, God's power could be the strongest and God's grace is always 

sufficient for us. 

 

There are basically two schools of thought (with a few variations) regarding the nature of Paul's thorn in the 

flesh.  One view is that it was a recurring demonic attack of some sort.  The phrase "The messenger of 

Satan" lends strength to this view which is held by some.  The thorn then is a personal demonic being who 

confronted and attempted to destroy the apostle on a periodic basis.  The more common view, however, (and 

the one to which I subscribe) is that the thorn in the flesh was some kind of physical ailment -- a health 

problem that periodically (or perhaps continuously) weakened the apostle and impaired his ability to work 

in the way he would like to have done.  Some Bible students believe Paul was a victim of recurring malaria 

attacks.  It could be one such attack  made him despair of life itself in the period of time between the writing 

of 1 and 2 Corinthians.  Such a serious malady would also account for the presence of Dr. Luke -- a 

physician as Paul's frequent traveling companion.  Others opt for the view that Paul had some kind of 

chronic eye problem which besides being very painful, was also responsible for significantly limiting his 

ministry.  There may be evidence of this in the New Testament.  In one passage at the end of a letter, Paul 

signs his name and says, "See with what large letters I have signed my name!" 

 

I believe the preference of some for the demonic rather than the physical explanation of the thorn is related 

to the fact that if God refused to take away a physical ailment from the apostle then we must conclude that it 

is not always God's will to heal every Christian from every physical affliction.  I believe that is exactly what 

the Bible teaches and the experience of God's people confirms but for some that is a hard truth to accept. 

 

Well, in the midst of all this speculation, I hope you noticed sometimes God's response to even our most 

fervent prayers is, No,  My child - I have a better idea!!  That is what he said to Paul and from time to time 

that is what he says to us as well.  Just trust me.  I have a better plan." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 WEEK 66, DAY 2               HABAKKUK 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the Book of Habakkuk and it is important for us to 

understand that we have done a bit of back-tracking here.  When we left our Old Testament studies after 

reading the writings of the prophet Jeremiah, the end had finally come for Judah after many generations of 

God's patience and the prophet's pleading.  Ignoring her final warning from the lips of Jeremiah, the 

kingdom had toppled over the precipice of disobedience into the waiting arms of Nebuchadnezzar, king of 

Babylon. 

 

Jeremiah, whose prophetic voice was heard through the reigns of Judah's last several kings, saw the process 

through to its bitter end.  Escaping the ignominy of walking several hundred miles in chains to Babylon, he 

ended up being carried, against his will, down into Egypt where he ended his days. 

 

But Jeremiah's voice was not the only one the people of Judah heard as they were coming down the home 

stretch of the race toward judgment.  The ministries of Habakkuk and Zephaniah, though much shorter were 
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contemporaneous with that of Jeremiah. 

 

We know almost nothing about the prophet Habakkuk -- not even the name of his father or the town from 

which he originally hailed.  Some scholars think he must have been a Levite -- a temple prophet because in 

addition to speaking for God, he seems to have had an interest in music which was a very Levitical pursuit.  

(There is a hymn embedded in the text of chapter 3.  Did you notice it?)  Since hymns were the business of 

Levites and Habakkuk wrote a hymn, they think Habakkuk might have been a Levite.  That is a pretty far 

reach, however, because there is no evidence at all in the Old Testament that there were ever any "temple 

prophets." 

 

The plain fact is that we don't know anything about Habakkuk except that he was a man with enough 

courage to tell God exactly what he was thinking.  He had a fair bit of boldness about him! 

 

We can also deduce from the Book of Habakkuk that his ministry must have been exercised at some time 

after the reforms of King Josiah.  (This is because Habakkuk is appalled at the wickedness of Judah) and 

before the full power of Babylon was reached.  Probably he prophesied during the reign of Jehoiakim. 

 

With that much background in hand, let us proceed to think for a while about what we have read today.  The 

Book divides itself quite readily into five parts - it is a record of Habakkuk's dialogue with God.  In part 1, 

which takes up just the first four verses of the Book, Habakkuk makes his complaint to God - he is upset 

because God's judgment about which he and Jeremiah and all the other prophets had been speaking for so 

long has not yet come.  "God," he is saying, "Come on - your reputation is on the line here.  People are 

sinning with impunity - the good guys are all beaten up and yet you have not yet punished the wicked." 

 

In part 2 which takes the next six verses or so, Habakkuk gets an answer from God, but it is definitely not 

the answer he is looking for.  God says, "Stand back and watch Habakkuk because I am about to bring that 

long delayed judgment.  In fact, I am going to use the cruelest, most rapacious people on the face of the 

earth - the Babylonians to do this. 

 

Part 3 takes up the remainder of chapter 1.  Habakkuk's big problem with God has now become even bigger. 

 "Lord," he fairly screams, "you are supposed to be holy - of purer eyes than to behold evil.  How in the 

world can you justify punishing disobedient Judah with an instrument that is even more wicked and godless 

than the ones being punished.  God, where is the justice in that?  And by the way, Lord, I am going to sit 

right here until you answer that one!" 

 

In part 4, the Lord responds to Habakkuk, assuring him that justice has not been forgotten and all the evils 

of the Babylonians have been noted and will be judged when the Lord has finished using Nebuchadnezzar 

and his armies to achieve his own sovereign purposes. 

 

Part 5 of the Book is found in chapter 3.  It is Habakkuk's own response to what the Lord has shown him.  It 

is a response of faith based upon a thorough acquaintance with the mighty acts of God in history.   

 

At the end of this little Book, the circumstances in which the prophet finds himself have not changed at all.  

But Habakkuk himself has changed.  He knows that conditions in Judah are about to deteriorate greatly.  He 

says, "I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs 

trembled.  Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us.  Though the 

fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce 
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no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will  rejoice with the Lord, I 

will be joyful in God my Savior.  The sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a 

deer, he enables me to go on the heights." (3:16-19) 

 

That, in brief, is the outline of the little Book we read this morning.  By the way, some of you will be 

familiar with the famous little devotional Book entitled, Hinds feet on High Places.  That title is taken from 

the King James Version' translation of Habakkuk 3:19.  (If you are not familiar with that Book, you ought to 

make its acquaintance at your earliest convenience.  It is a spiritual classic!) 

 

The problem with which this wonderful little Book is dealing is what philosophers would call the problem 

of evil.  We have talked about it before in our quest to Know the Word, and undoubtedly we will have 

occasion to return again to this theme (particularly when we get to the Book of Job). 

 

You may remember I told you once before that the problem emerges when we try to reconcile three very 

important and very basic truths about God.  Truth #1 is: God is omnipotent - i.e. He can do anything He 

likes because all power resides in Him.  Truth #2 is: God is omniscient - i.e. He knows everything and is 

therefore aware of everything that is happening on planet earth, in my life and everywhere else as well.  

Truth #3 is: God is good.  And immediately you can recognize Habakkuk's difficulty.  He believed that God 

was all powerful and could therefore smash the evil and the evildoers that infested Judah in his day.  He also 

believed that God was all knowing and therefore was aware of all that Habakkuk knew about - the injustice 

and wickedness and of a whole lot more that Habakkuk hadn't yet found out about.  He reasoned that a good 

God would certainly intervene to uphold the righteous and punish the wicked but that did not seem to 

actually be happening.  That is why he complained so bitterly. 

 

Friends, the setting of this Book may seem very strange and archaic to us, but the subject matter absolutely 

could not be any more relevant.  Every single first year student of philosophy ought to be required to read 

this little Book - and so, quite obviously, should every professing Christian because it answers the terrible 

questions that plague us as created finite beings living in a world that we can neither completely understand 

nor adequately control.  God's answer to Habakkuk's agonized cry of "why, why God don't you act?" is His 

answer to us each time we frame the very same complaint.  It is found in verse 4 of chapter 2.  "The 

righteous will live by his faith" or as the Old King James Version puts it, "The just shall live by faith."  If 

you think you have heard those words before, you have for the Apostle Paul picked them up from Habakkuk 

and built the argument of the Book of Romans around them.  "The just shall live by faith." 

 

Do you see what God was saying to Habakkuk?  He was saying, Habakkuk, I am omnipotent (you aren't), I 

am omniscient (you aren't) and I am good (you aren't) and it is precisely because I am these things that you 

can relax and trust me to work things out in ways you could never imagine.  God is saying: Look, 

Habakkuk, you know who I am and you know my record - so trust Me. 

 

The hymn of praise and faith which is recorded in chapter 3 is Habakkuk's response to God's advice.  He 

took it, reminded himself of all the things God had done in the past and on the basis of what he knows about 

God's character and faithfulness, he is able to simply relax and trust God.  Habakkuk is a good model for us. 

 

I know it sounds a bit trite, but you could successfully summarize the last chapter of this little Book with the 

phrase, "I cannot know the future, but I know Who holds the future" - and I trust Him. 

 

Now that you have become well acquainted with the little known prophet named Habakkuk, it is my guess 
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you will come to visit him again and again.  I have. 

 

Nearly a generation ago, Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones, one of the greatest preachers of the 20th century wrote a 

devotional commentary on the Book of Habakkuk.  It was entitled From Fear to Faith.  The title of that 

commentary is another way of summarizing what is happening in the three little chapters of Habakkuk's 

prophesy.  It is my prayer it will be a good summary of what is happening in your life as well. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 66, DAY 3                 ZEPHANIAH 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the work of another of the "minor" prophets - 

Zephaniah.  I hope you understand by now that the twelve Old Testament books we call the "minor" 

prophets are "minor" only in relation to the length of their written work. Some of them - like Jonah or Amos 

for instance, had very powerful and very public ministries in their day. 

 

In case you haven't had a good look at the table of contents at the beginning of your Bible in a while, the 

twelve minor prophets are the last twelve books in the Old Testament: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  Unfortunately they remain "minor" 

prophets to a good many Christians simply because they remain unread and therefore unknown. 

 

Zephaniah, like Jeremiah and Habakkuk prophesied to the Southern Kingdom of Judah in the years leading 

up to the Babylonian captivity.  Zephaniah's ministry was contemporaneous with Jeremiah and probably 

Habakkuk.  The Book we read today is dated to the reign of the good King Josiah who brought real 

reformation to his kingdom only to have his successors Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin return to all the idolatrous 

ways of Manasseh and Ammon.  (Are all of these kings starting to become a bit familiar to you?  I hope so.) 

 Now, it is apparent that either Zephaniah wrote this Book in the very early part of Josiah's reign -- before 

the reforms were carried out reestablishing the worship of the Lord in the land, or else the reforms we read 

about back in 2 Kings 23 and 2 Chronicles 34 were fairly short-lived as the people slipped quickly back into 

idolatry and apostasy.  In any case, it is quite clear that though there was a faithful remnant of people who 

truly worshipped the Lord and kept His commands in Zephaniah's time, there was a much greater group of 

people who practiced idolatry, lusted after material wealth and made themselves at home in a society 

characterized by greed and violence.  (It sounds a bit familiar, doesn't it? -- The props change from age to 

age but the characters and plots look very much the same!) 

 

Zephaniah's subject, like that of Joel and some of the other biblical prophets, is the day of the Lord -- 

Judgment Day. 

 

Nearly every single passage in both the Old and New Testaments that deals with the subject of this day of 

the Lord seems to have a double focus.  There is the short range day of judgment that is near at hand and 

then there is a far off "ultimate" day of the Lord that is coming at the end of history as we now know it.  

When Joel and Zephaniah wrote, the short range judgment day was the one that Nebuchadnezzar was about 

to bring to the gates of the city of David.  When Jesus gave the Olivet Discourse to the disciples in the week 

before His crucifixion, the short range judgment day was the one Titus, the Roman general, was about to 

bring to the gates of the same city of David.  But always there is that other focus as well, the great day of the 

Lord that is coming not just to the nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem, but to the entire human race -- 
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the whole world.  The day when, as in the days of Noah, the wrath of God's judgment is going to fall upon 

the entire human race -- all at once and out of which only the righteous will emerge unscathed. 

 

Zephaniah's words apply mostly to the near day - the one that will arrive with Nebuchadnezzar's armies for 

Jerusalem and which will shortly also fall upon the cities of the Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Cush and 

Assyria but some of his words reach far beyond that nearby appointment: "On the day of the Lord's wrath.  

In the fire of his jealously the whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live 

in the earth" (1:18).  "Therefore wait for me...for the day I will stand up to testify.  I have decided to 

assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them - all my fierce anger.  The 

whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger" (3:8).  It is, by the way, on the basis of these 

verses (an others like them - for example 2 Peter 3:10) that Christians believe the next (and last) worldwide 

destruction will come not by water, but by fire. 

 

Just last week, when we were reading the book of 2 Corinthians we talked about the importance of living 

out our lives with a consciousness of the reality of eternity and with the sober understanding that a day of 

judgment is coming.  That is a New Testament truth.  But it is also an Old Testament truth and it is 

fundamentally important.  Without that conscious focus, I doubt very much whether any of us will be very 

successful at living lives that are, to use Paul's expression, "well pleasing" unto God. 

 

When was the last time you heard a sermon about Judgment Day?  It has probably been a while.  I must tell 

you I have been very convicted about my lack of attention both as a pastor and as an individual Christian to 

this fundamental truth.  As I have attempted to analyze this neglect I am very sure that professionally I have 

shied away from the subject because I have not wanted to be known as a hellfire and brimstone preacher 

who "scares" people into the kingdom of heaven by continually threatening them with the judgment fires of 

hell.  I know sometimes pastors have spent so much energy on that topic that they have created a distorted 

picture of what God is really like and even done disservice to the cause of Christ.  But I also know that there 

is an even greater danger and that is of creating another false distortion in people's minds - the idea that God 

is a kind of old grandfatherly type who could never bring himself to judge or punish anyone.  If anything 

that error is even worse because it allows millions of people to walk over the cliff of life into eternity 

without ever being adequately warned that a holy God will require justice and punish them for their sins. 

 

As an individual, I suppose I tend to underplay the Bible's clear teaching about a great day of judgment 

because it is just so unpleasant to think about millions of people - especially the ones I personally know - 

who are going to spend eternity in hell.  Maybe it's too overwhelming and maybe it is just too convicting 

because I personally have done so very little to make sure they have been adequately warned.  It's hard to be 

a fanatic - and people who seriously try to warn their friends and neighbors about the dangers of hell are 

definitely viewed as fanatics!  But by God's grace I am going to become a whole lot more fanatical about 

this issue. 

 

Zephaniah cries out - wake up people - the day of the Lord is coming!  Every great revival or expansion of 

Christianity has always been accompanied by very plain and very fervent teaching on this subject, and 

friends, the western church in the 20th century has been ignoring it.  Jonathan Edwards' sermon "Sinners in 

the Hands of an Angry God" was greatly used by God to help launch the movement we now know as the 

Great Awakening.  It's still reprinted in a good many American literature books - as a curiosity - an example 

of Puritan extremism and hysteria.  If you read it though, there is not much extremism there -- just a whole 

lot of biblical truth and a conviction that a day of judgment is coming.  It is coming and perhaps much 

sooner than we know.  Zephaniah says when it comes it will be for some a day of great comfort because 
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they are righteous and they are ready.  But for most it will be a day of unimaginable terror - (John will 

describe it for us when we read the Book of Revelation) - a day when unprepared, unequipped and 

unredeemed mankind will face the wrath of an angry God. 

 

Are you frightened?  You don't need to be - at least not if you have trusted Christ to be your personal Lord 

and Savior, but energized you ought to be and filled with a deep desire to reach others with the gospel 

before it is for them too late. 

 

But for us, Zephaniah has great words of comfort.  For us the day of the Lord will be a day of great rejoicing 

of worship and service and purity and holiness and peace - "The remnant of Israel...they will eat and lie 

down and no one will make them afraid" (3:13).  Then we will say, "The Lord your God is with you, he is 

mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you 

with singing" (3:17).  What a picture that is!  God will rejoice over us with singing.  He will sing to us.  

Close your eyes for a minute and imagine how good that will sound! 

 

Not very long ago I heard a new song written by a man named Michael Card.  It's title I believe is "I will 

Bring You Home" and I am certain that its author found his inspiration in the promise of Zephaniah 3:20 - 

"At that time" (on the day of the Lord) "I will bring you home.  I will give you honor and praise among all 

the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes."  The song goes like this: "I will 

bring you home - I will bring you home...From this fearful, fallen place, I will bring you home. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 66, DAY 4                  EZEKIEL 1-3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we began to read one of the longest and most foreboding 

books of the Old Testament as we read Ezekiel chapters 1-3.  Now "foreboding" may seem like a strange 

word to use when describing a Book of the Bible, but for most people the Book of Ezekiel is, if not 

foreboding, at least a bit intimidating.  It is full of strange visions and apocalyptic material that points us to 

the very end of time and focuses on the subjects of wrath, punishment and tribulation.  It is difficult to 

understand, or even relate to its strange images in trying to identify the meaning of its symbols.  It is easy 

enough to "lose" the flow of its message.  Nevertheless it is a very important book for us and I know you are 

going to be richly blessed as we read it through together. 

 

Ezekiel follows Jeremiah both in the order of Old Testament books and in the chronology of ancient Israel.  

Jeremiah's words took us through the fall of Judah to Babylon, and Ezekiel picks up the thread as he finds 

himself with the first group of exiles in Babylon, the capital of King Nebuchadnezzar.  As the prophecy 

opens, Ezekiel is 30 years old and the first captives have been in Babylon for five years with King 

Jehoiachin - the city of Jerusalem still stands and is being governed as a vassal state - its final rebellion 

against Babylon and its complete destruction at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar hadn't yet occurred. 

 

Ezekiel is already a priest.  He is about to become a prophet as well.  (I am sure by now I do not need to 

remind you that there were three important offices in ancient Israel; prophet, priest and king.  Ezekiel holds 

two, he is both a priest and a prophet, but no one except the Lord Jesus Christ Himself can unite all three.) 

 

This morning we read about Ezekiel's call and there are several items toward which I would like to draw 
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your attention in this account. 

 

First of all, Ezekiel's call, like Isaiah's, comes in the form of a vision.  God often spoke to Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel and some of the other prophets (including the Apostle John who wrote the Book of Revelation) via 

"visions."  Visions are often associated with dreams in the Old Testament, but they are not exactly the same 

thing.  What they have in common with dreams is the fact that the subject is unaware of the outside world at 

the time during which the revelation is occurring.  The big difference, however, is that the recipient of the 

vision may be wide awake at the moment of the revelation but all of a sudden he is seeing the super-sensory 

world - the world behind and beyond the physical universe.  Peter's experience on the roof at Joppa is a 

good example of this type of revelation.  During a vision the prophet is out of control of himself and his 

body and may even be transported - carried away in the Spirit" to a different place entirely.  That is a 

description that both Ezekiel and John the revelator agree upon - the Apostle Paul [remember his vision of 

heaven?] - could never be quite sure what had really happened! 

 

Ezekiel's call comes in the form of a vision and like the other prophets who attempt to record similar 

experiences, he has difficulty finding human words that describe it adequately. 

 

The vision of the wheels within the wheel beside which the four living creatures stood is a famous one 

indeed.  The old Negro spiritual has emblazoned it upon our consciousness.  "Ezekiel saw da wheel, way up 

in da middle of de air..."  The wheels are new, but the creatures sound a lot like what Isaiah saw at the time 

of his call into ministry or the ones about which we read in the fourth chapter of Revelation.  Ezekiel's 

unique contribution to the picture is that each creature had four faces - that of a man, a lion, an ox and an 

eagle. 

 

Now since I know you are dying to know the significance of the faces, I'll give you my best guess.  Man is 

the epitome of all God has created - the vice-regent of all creation.  The lion and the ox were the kings 

among the wild beasts and the domestic animals - what Genesis calls the cattle and the beasts of the earth.  

The eagle is the king of the birds of the air - so the living creatures somehow represent all the creatures that 

God has created man and all other species as well! 

 

There are some interesting parallels not only to Isaiah, but also to the Book of Revelation, especially in 

Ezekiel's attempt to describe the appearance of heaven and of the figure upon the throne who is the Lord - 

surrounded by a brilliant radiance. 

 

On one other point all of the vision recorders of scripture are in total agreement and that is on the subject of 

the proper response of a human to a glimpse of the divine.  Ezekiel says, "I fell face down!"  That is 

consistent with Isaiah, the Apostle John and also with the Apostle Paul.  Face down in the presence of the 

Almighty - that is the appropriate posture when you are in the company of a Holy God. 

 

As we read Ezekiel I will try to alert you to little points of contact that exist between this book and the only 

New Testament book which shares its apocalyptic view - the Book of Revelation.  Indeed - one of the great 

blessings of reading the Book of Ezekiel is that it will give us a much better framework upon which to build 

when we arrive at the Book of Revelation.  Today you may wish to compare the opening vision of each of 

those works found in Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 1.  Pay attention to the descriptions each offer of the Lord.  

But there is more.  In Ezekiel's vision the prophet is given a scroll and told to eat it.  When he does it tastes 

like honey in his mouth.  In Revelation 10 the same exact scenario is repeated with the Apostle John.  In 

both cases the act of eating God's words is a preparation for a prophetic ministry.  A connection to the fourth 
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chapter of Revelation is also here in Ezekiel's description of heaven itself.  One writer whose Book I 

consulted this morning says that John in Revelation 4 "is standing in the heavenly court itself looking down 

upon a 'sea' of glass...but Ezekiel is standing at the bottom of the glory cloud looking up...so the sea at its top 

appears like a blue firmament to him..."  (David Chilton Days of Vengeance, Ft. Worth Texas, p. 155)  I'm 

not sure what to make of that remark!! 

 

All in all, however, we will note about 15 different connections between the Book of Ezekiel and the New 

Testament book of Revelation.  This book will help us greatly to understand that last mysterious book of 

scripture. 

 

Like Jeremiah before him, Ezekiel is warned in advance that the people to whom God is sending him are not 

a very responsive lot.  They should be able to understand the message - it's in their language and after all 

they are the people of God.  But even after the punishment of exile has fallen, Israel is according to God 

"hardened and obstinate."  But the faithfulness of the messenger is not to be contingent upon the 

receptiveness of the audience.  God says - it doesn't matter whether they listen or not, I still want you to tell 

them what I say.  Why?  Because Ezekiel, you are a watchman. 

 

Friends, I hope this morning that with all the surreal images chapter 1 creates, you didn't miss the simple 

message of chapter 3.  It is perhaps the most important part of the reading we did today because it directly 

applies to you and me just as much as it did to Ezekiel for the simple reason we too have been directly 

called by God to be His messengers, His voice, to an obstinate and hard of hearing people.  We too are 

watchman. 

 

God says the watchman is accountable for delivering the message that has been entrusted to him.  If the 

recipient of the message is not responsive, doesn't listen, and therefore dies in his folly, God says you will 

not be responsible in anyway because you faithfully delivered the message.  But, if you fail to warn a sinner 

and he dies because of his sin, then you, the watchman have a share in that guilt and God says you will be 

held accountable for the blood of that guilty sinner.  Friends, we need to think hard about what God said to 

Ezekiel here because I am very sure it applies just as much to us.  We are watchmen and we are responsible 

to warn men and women of the terrible consequences of disobeying God.  If we do not warn them, we will 

have their blood on our hands and no amount of handwashing will change that!! 

 

In my reading of church history, I have discovered that this passage of scripture has been used time and time 

again by the Holy Spirit to motivate many Christian young men and women to commit their lives to 

missions and evangelism.  Even today, there are millions of individuals who will walk into eternity 

unwarned - never having heard that Jesus Christ is the way to God and forgiveness of sin and life everlasting 

are offered as a free gift to all who will believe in Him.  Will some of their blood be on our hands? 

 

Did you notice the exiles in Babylon lived in a place called Tel Aviv?  Interesting, isn't it that the Jews in the 

modern state of Israel have chosen to make Tel Aviv the name of the capital of their new homeland.  Now, I 

have never had the opportunity to research this, but I wonder if the choice of the name Tel Aviv for the new 

capital reflects the fact that Tel Aviv in ancient Babylon was the place where the Jews waited until they 

could return to Jerusalem.  If so, then the very name of modern Israel's capital reflects an intention to one 

day return the seat of Jewish government to the only city where it could ever rightfully belong -- Jerusalem -

- the city of David!!  Right now that cannot be because Jerusalem is an open city equally claimed by 

Christians, Jews and Muslims, but the most religious of the Jewish people will never be satisfied until the 

seat of government returns from exile in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem!! 



 

 
 
 11 

 

The very last thing God says to Ezekiel in chapter 3 alerts us to the fact that this prophet is going (like 

Jeremiah) to be a pretty peculiar kind of person.  God is going to ask him to do unusual things and God is 

going to do unusual things to him as well.  It will be a humbling job this prophet business, but God says 

everything I ask of you is so when you speak they will know you are speaking for me!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 66, DAY 5                    EZEKIEL 4-7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished our 66th week of Know the Word by reading 

Ezekiel chapters 4-7.  I don't know about you, but I am once again very glad God has not called me to be an 

Old Testament type prophet!!  God required this prophet (just like we saw with Jeremiah) to do some really 

strange things.  First He has him building sand castles, drawing a picture of Jerusalem on a clay tablet, then 

laying siege works against it with model camps and iron pans for walls.  Next lay on your left side for 390 

days, one day for every year of Israel's sin and when you have done that do 40 days more on your right side 

for Judah.  I don't know about you but the prospect of spending the next year and  a half lying on my side in 

some public place, eating a minimal (and miserable) diet of food baked over a fire of manure would be 

enough to encourage a very early retirement on my part from the prophet business.  Next, shave off your 

hair and beard and burn a third of it in the model city, strike another third with the sword outside the model 

city and throw the last third to the wind. 

 

Well, what is going on here?  First of all there is a pattern we have seen over and over again in scripture.  It 

is the old prophecy, fact and interpretation motif yet again.  Whenever God is going to do something big, He 

first tells His people about it in advance, leaving all kinds of hints so that when He acts it will not be missed. 

 After due notification has been made, the event occurs just as God has said it would.  After the event, 

someone comes along with a God-given interpretation.  The Jews, from the days of Isaiah onward, have had 

plenty of notice that judgment is going to fall on Judah and upon the city of Jerusalem because of their 

rebellion and sin.  Ezekiel - already in exile with the first wave of refugees is the last one to bring the 

prophetic word regarding Jerusalem's fall and he does it in the form of a little play acting. 

 

There were a thousand different ways God could have delivered this message to the exilic community there 

in Tel Aviv, and I'm pretty sure that Ezekiel would have strongly preferred about 999 of them!  He argues 

with God about it and actually gains one minor concession.  God says He can use cow manure in the place 

of human excrement, but God chooses a method of delivery that actually humiliates His own messenger.  I 

guess, as I was thinking about all of this today, I got a little hung up with trying to figure out why God so 

often "exposes" His messengers like this.  Think about it for a minute.  All the way back in Genesis God did 

it to Noah -- spend a few decades building an ark, My friend, I'm going to make it rain!  He made a fool of 

Noah, that is until it rained.  Abraham, tells them you are going to have a son -- but I might make you wait 

until you are a hundred years old or so to deliver on My promise.  Jeremiah knew all about God's propensity 

for pushing His messengers right to the limit.  Elijah knew it even before that and much later John the 

Baptist would find that sometimes God makes an absolute spectacle of His people.  The Apostle Paul 

learned it also.  (Time would fail us to talk about Joshua at Jericho, marching around the walls, or the 

mighty warrior named Gideon who learned it also.) 

 

Here are a few of the reasons I came up with.  Sometimes God allows His servant to become spectacles 
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simply to draw the attention of the world in a very dramatic way to His message -- The sight of a ghostly 

pale Jonah all bleached out by the gastric juices of the whale would have automatically gotten the attention 

of the callous Ninevites.  Ezekiel's first month "performance" in Tel Aviv would certainly have gotten the 

attention of the people to whom God sent him.  When that performance lasted for 14 more months, they 

were watching.  This answer is totally consistent with an oft repeated phrase that we will look at in just a 

few moments in the Book of Ezekiel. 

 

Secondly, I believe God uses such demonstrations to confute the 'wisdom' of the world.  It pleases God to 

use "foolish" things to show His ways are much higher than our ways and His "foolishness" much wiser 

than the world's greatest wisdom.  Never forget that the cross seems like utter foolishness to the world but it 

is the wisdom of God. 

 

Next I believe God makes spectacles of His servants because the prospect of being God's spokesperson in 

the world is so lofty a thing that if He did not so often require His prophets to become spectacles and look 

foolish even to the point of humiliation, they would quickly become impossibly proud and headstrong and 

disqualify themselves from any further usefulness to the kingdom of God.  Right now, if I chose to do so, I 

could recite the names of a dozen or so prominent preachers and pastors who began well but have since 

become spiritual castoffs because they became proud and full of themselves and shortly after they became 

proud, they fell.  Public humiliation may well be one of God's best methods of protecting His servants from 

the pride that leads to moral failure. 

 

Being a prophet required a willingness to endure so much that you could never accuse Ezekiel of being in it 

for the glory.  That brings us to the final reason for this phenomenon.  If being a prophet of God was a high-

honor position, then inevitably, some of the glory that belongs to God and God alone, would be diverted to 

the people who are merely the channels through which the blessings flow -- and the Word of God teaches us 

often and loudly that God will not share His glory with another!! 

 

Ezekiel's argument with God about not wanting to eat food that had been prepared in a way that made it 

ritually unclean reminded me a little of the plight of Peter when he was sitting on the roof of Simon the 

Tanner's house in Joppa and had his vision.  He too was told to eat that which was unclean.  I'll bet that 

somewhere between Joppa and Caesarea, Peter remembered this passage from Ezekiel and felt a whole lot 

better about what God had just told him to do. 

 

Now the next thing I want for us to notice about what we read today is that several different times -- there 

are two different expressions that recur.  The first one sounds like this: "This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says:" (5:5; 5:7; 5:8; 6:3; 6:11).  Ezekiel's whole job, his authority -- everything was based upon his claim 

that he was speaking entirely for God.  This is the Word of God. 

 

The second expression shows up for the first time in 5:13.  "Then they will know that I the Lord have 

spoken".  A slightly different form which then becomes constant.  It occurs next in 6:7 "Your people will 

know that I am the Lord".  At 6:10 we read "And they will know that I am the Lord."  At 6:13: "And they 

will know that I am the Lord."  Again at 6:14, "Then they (wherever they live) will know that I am the 

Lord."  For the rest of our time in Ezekiel, you watch for that expression -- it will be found again and again -

- What does God want?  He wants Israel and all of the surrounding nations to know in no uncertain terms 

that Jehovah is the Lord -- "I am the Lord" He said through Isaiah, "And there is no one beside me." 

 

The last thing I want you to see this morning is that God has a special name for His servant Ezekiel.  He 
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calls him "Son of Man."  The significance of that title is immediately obvious to anyone who has more than 

a passing familiarity with the gospels.  "Son of Man" is the name that Jesus took for Himself.  He found it 

first here in the Book of Ezekiel and also in the prophecy of Daniel. 

 

The Book of Ezekiel is a strange one, but I trust that already our study is paying dividends that will last for a 

very long time as you work with me to "Know the Word." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 


