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WEEK 65, DAY 1 1 CORINTHIANS 13-14 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 65 of Know the Word.  Today we read 1 

Corinthians 13 and 14, and (dare I say it yet again?) encountered one more of the greatest chapters of the 

Bible - 1 Corinthians 13 - the love chapter. 

 

It is important to notice, as I am sure you did, that chapter 13 falls in the middle of Paul's teaching to the 

Corinthian believers about the proper use and function of spiritual gifts in the church.  In fact, because of its 

position separating the two segments of teaching about gifts, some scholars think that chapter 13 was 

composed as an independent hymn meant to stand on its own and was later inserted into this position in the 

Book.  I think however that the passage on love fits very well and is exactly where Paul intended it to be 

because it puts his teaching about gifts into the proper place. 

 

I am sure you will remember hearing me say before that the New Testament consistently teaches that the 

fruit of the Spirit is more important than the gifts of the Spirit.  That is not to say that the gifts are 

unimportant.  On the contrary, we could not do the work  of God without using the gifts He has given us, but 

the fruit of the Spirit - and especially the fruit of love is even more important.  The simple point made by 1 

Corinthians 13 in such an eloquent fashion is that without love nothing else matters.  That is why of the 

nearly 60 different "one another" passages of the New Testament, more than one-third are devoted to the 

exhortation to "love one another." 

 

The story is told of the Apostle John at the end of his life, he had to be carried each Sunday into the worship 

services at the church in Ephesus.  Too weak to speak loudly, he would repeat one simple sentence over and 

over in a barely audible voice as his pallet passed the worshippers.  It was always the same: "Little children, 

love one another."  Finally one of the young men who carried him asked, "Why do you always say the same 

thing?"  John's reply was "because if this only is done, it will be enough."  Little children - love one another. 

 

It is 1 Corinthians 13, however, that describes love for us in terms that are both beautiful and demanding - 

love is patient, kind, unenvious, unboastful, not proud, not rude, not self-seeking, not easily angered.  It 

keeps no record of wrongs (I wish we could all learn that one!)  It rejoices in truth.  It always protects, trusts, 

hopes and perseveres!!  Love never fails.  What a marvelous description! 

 

I am sure you will remember that the New Testament uses several different Greek words for love.  The three 

most important are eros, philos, and agape.  Eros-- refers to physical urges and appetites that often enough 

result in physical love making in the absence of any deep commitment.  Philos is a  word that might be 

translated as brotherly love or affection.  (That's why Philadelphia is the city of brotherly love.)  Agape love, 

the highest love, is the kind of love God has for us.  It is measured in terms of sacrifice.  Sometimes, when I 

am explaining these three "levels" of love to young people I use a set of terms I borrowed from an old 

intervarsity booklet about three kinds of love.  It talked about "if" love - I will love you "if" you meet my 

expectations.  That kind of love is very shallow indeed and since no one ever fully meets the expectations 

and needs of another, it is a very precarious kind of love.  Then there is "because" love -- I love you 

"because" of all you are and do.  That is much better than the conditional kind of love that we first talked 

about but it is still too weak a foundation to build a very strong relationship.  I Corinthians 13 is definitely 

talking about a third kind of love - an "in spite of" love that says: my commitment to you is so strong and so 

powerful that I will love you no matter what - in spite of your shortcomings, your recurring failures or your 

obvious inadequacies.  "In spite of" love is agape love and that is what more than anything else we need for 

one another. 
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Before I forget it, I want to mention to you that chapter 13 is introduced, I believe, by a mistranslation that 

has been responsible for a great deal of confusion down through the years. 

 

Chapter 12 ends with these words: "But eagerly desire the greater gifts.  And now I will show you the most 

excellent way."  That is how the NIV puts it.  Most modern translations are pretty similar in their wording.  

The strength of that verse, of course, is the emphasis that is placed upon the importance - the primacy of 

what is coming next.  The weakness however is the implication that somehow the gifts are "ranked" in order 

of importance.  That is an inference that may be supportable from what we read today in chapter 14 where 

Paul seems to say that prophetic gifts which edify the body are superior to uninterpreted tongues which 

edify the speaker only, but it is not an inference that is supportable from the context of chapter 12 which 

leaves us (and the Corinthians to whom it was first written) wondering how do you know which gifts are the 

greater ones?  Actually the Greek of that verse could equally well translated not as an imperative but as an 

indicative which would change the meaning to this: "You desire eagerly the greater gifts but now I will 

show you the excellent way."  It is my belief that this is a better translation of 1 Corinthians 12:31. 

 

There is a remark near the end of chapter 13 that also needs some clarification.  You are, I am sure, aware of 

the fact that there are many Christians who believe that the gift of tongues (along with the gift of prophecy -- 

other "miracles" gifts) is not one which is still given in our day.  It was, they would contend, a gift given by 

the Holy Spirit in apostolic times to help establish the church and was "removed" at the end of the church 

age.  One of the proof texts they use for that view is the observation of 1 Corinthians 13:8 which says, 

"Where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled..."  The only 

problem with that is the rest of the sentence which adds "Where there is knowledge, it will pass away."  The 

next sentence continues "For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfection comes, the 

imperfect disappears."  Paul appears to be looking much farther into the future than the end of the apostolic 

age.  Friends, knowledge hasn't disappeared yet and I don't believe perfectionism has yet arrived, so I doubt 

that we can say the view that the gift of tongues ceased at the end of the apostolic age, has much exegetical 

support in this passage. 

 

Now we come to chapter 14.  I believe that Paul's main point here is that yes, it is good to have and use 

spiritual gifts, but if we follow the way of love, we will  use those gifts in a certain way and that way will be 

for the purpose of building up the body of Christ.  Here is an important thing we mentioned before when we 

studied the Book of Ephesians.  The gifts are "body-related" that is, they are never given for the purpose of 

self aggrandizement - or to raise our levels of personal self-esteem.  They are in fact given so the body of 

Christ can be built up and encouraged.  We are given gifts to be used in the service of others!! 

 

That is why the bottom line issue in chapter 14 seems to be that of intelligibility.  Paul is concerned that any 

tongues used in the context of public worship be interpreted so the body of Christ may be edified.  If this is 

not done then the very nature of the gifts is being violated because they are being used to lift up the 

individual as opposed to building the body of Christ. 

 

The last part of chapter 14 is extremely interesting to me because it gives us a wonderful "snapshot" of what 

first century church services were like.  It is apparent that worship, in Paul's eyes at least, was not a spectator 

sport in which the faithful come to service and watch the pastor and a few others do their "things" while the 

ordinary worshipper sits passively in a pew.  Far from it!  In the apostolic church everyone participated in 

worship.  No one dominated, but everyone contributed.  "When you come together," Paul writes, "everyone 

has a hymn or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.  All of these must be done 
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for the strengthening of the church." 

 

It is clear that Paul permitted the exercise of the gift of tongues - as long as there was interpretation and as 

long as the exercise of this one spiritual gift was not allowed to dominate the service.  Prophecy - I think the 

word is used here as a synonym for "revelation" - a direct message from God to this individual congregation 

was also both permitted and expected, but the prophetic messages were evaluated and judged by others in 

the congregation.  Paul makes it very clear that "the spirits of the prophets are subject to the control of the 

prophets."  In other words, he is saying that no one who speaks is out of control of himself in the grips of 

some prophetic ecstasy so that he cannot control himself.  That kind of ecstatic speech would open the door 

to more chaos.  That is precisely what Paul was trying to eliminate from the Corinthian worship. 

 

Paul's instructions regarding the silence of women in public worship need to be read in light of what he has 

already said in chapter 11 where he assumes that some women will both pray and prophesy.  What he is 

forbidding here seems to be the kind of speech or public questioning that would both disrupt the worship 

services and show disrespect for the husbands to whom these wives were meant to be in submission. 

 

The picture of worship services which emerges here is one of both spontaneity and order.  Paul does not 

mention a sermon delivered by the pastor teacher who presides over worship.  Obviously the New 

Testament embraces the office of the pastor teacher, but the regular worship of the church does not seem to 

revolve around him in the way most 20th century services do.  Everyone had importance and significance 

and Paul assumes that God is just as likely to speak through the ordinary Christian as through a specially 

designated spokesman called the pastor. 

 

Those of you who will be digging deeper today will have the opportunity to think about this a little more 

deeply. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 65, DAY 2 1 CORINTHIANS 15-16 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished the Book of 1 Corinthians and in so doing we have 

encountered still another of the Bible's greatest chapters -- hard on the heels of the great love chapter, 

1Corinthians 13, we find yet another of Paul's greatest pieces of writing.  In all the writings of the Apostle 

Paul, four chapters stand out in my mind as the most important – Romans 3 because it gives us the heart of 

the gospel and explains for us what really happened on the cross; Romans 8, because it gives us the big 

picture -- expressing the scope of our salvation from predestination to glorification; 1 Corinthians 13 

because in its awesome description of love it focuses us on the heart of the Christian life; and 1 Corinthians 

15 because it shows us the meaning and importance of the resurrection. 

 

Paul has dealt with an incredible range of issues in this Book, but most of them have been practical issues -- 

ethical ones: division in the church; immorality in the church; how to handle those questionable "gray areas" 

like eating meat that had been offered to idols; proper decorum in worship and the appropriate exercise of 

spiritual gifts.  These are all matters of Christian living.  The last major issue Paul tackles in I Corinthians 

though is not ethical, it is doctrinal.  In chapter 15 he defends and explains the doctrine of the resurrection. 

 

It would not be too extreme to say all of Christianity rises or falls on the fact of the resurrection.  In point of 
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fact, that is exactly what Paul is saying here!  "If Christ is not risen - our faith is useless and we are still in 

our sins."  More than that if Christ has not been raised then when we die we will not be raised either.  The 

resurrection of Christ then is absolutely foundational.  Deny it and there is nothing left that is worth keeping. 

 

There are many things we could talk about this morning in relation to Paul's treatment of the resurrection but 

I should like to focus on just four.  The first is that it is the doctrine of the resurrection that "roots" 

Christianity into the soil of history and it is that historical foundation that makes Christianity such a 

distinctive religion compared to almost all the other major religions of the world. 

 

I think I can explain what I mean in a couple of different ways.  Perhaps you have heard someone say that if 

you take Confucius out of confucianism, the religion that bears his name would still stand.  Its ethical 

maxims and beliefs are not tied specifically to its founder.  The same is true of Buddhism.  Neither 

Confucius nor Buddha, (nor Mohammed for that matter) ever claimed to be anything more than a prophet 

pointing the way toward God (though Buddha would never have said it that way since he did not believe 

that there even was a personal God).  Nevertheless, the religions and their founders can be separated without 

drastically changing anything.  But this is not the case with Christianity.  A visit to the tomb of Mohammed 

or Buddha isn't going to ruin anything but because Christ claimed to be much more than a prophet, because 

He claimed to be God Himself, a visit to Jesus' tomb would spoil everything if that tomb were still occupied. 

 His resurrection is critical to the maintenance of the claim that He is God and the resurrection is a real 

historical event that validates His claim. 

 

Let me put it another way.  When I was studying philosophy many years ago, I was "warned" that most 

"world views" share a fatal weakness in that they are what we call "insulated systems."  That means that 

once you accept all of the presuppositions or assumptions of the religion and "jump in" then it will make 

sense and everything will "fit" together, but there is no way at all you can stand on the outside looking in 

and decide in advance that it is either true or false.  You just have to decide to believe.  You have to exercise 

"blind" faith.  Because of the connection of the person of Jesus Christ to human history, Christianity is very 

different than these other religions.  It invites the outsider -- the non-believer to evaluate and test its truth 

claims by the very same criteria that would be used to test any historical witness.  The record is open.  We 

are invited, even challenged to check it out.  At the point of its most spectacular claims; -- that God invaded 

history in the person of Jesus Christ, and that this same Jesus actually died, was buried and then rose from 

the dead, the evidence is both abundant and overwhelming.  To become a Christian you do have to exercise 

faith, but it doesn't have to be blind faith! 

 

The second thing we need to emphasize then is that there is a massive amount of available evidence that 

Christ actually did rise from the dead.  Admittedly, it was easier in one sense, for Paul's readers to "validate" 

this incredible claim than it is for us today.  Easier for them because at the time this chapter was written 

there were still nearly 500 living witnesses of the event!  All they had to do was check the record.  We can 

no longer cross examine living witnesses of that event, but we have their written testimony.  The risen 

Christ appeared to more than 500 people after His resurrection.  Some of them were believers who were not 

expecting Him to conquer death.  Remember the disciples did not all believe it when they first heard that He 

was alive again.  Some other witnesses, like his own brother James, had not been His disciples before the 

cross but were convinced of His amazing claims only by being personal witnesses of the resurrection.  (The 

Apostle Paul himself fits into that category.)  All of these more than 500 witnesses went to their graves 

without one person recanting and saying "Oh, we made that up or I didn't personally see Him" and most 

incredibly, many if not most, of those 500 died because they would not recant.  It was the resurrection and 

that event alone then turned Christianity from just another failed messianic movement into the most 
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powerful force on the face of the earth.  The pages of Christian history are literally full of examples of men 

and women who tried to disprove the resurrection and ended up being devoted followers of Christ. 

 

That brings us, by the way, to the third point that I wish to make this morning.  That is this:  The presence of 

Paul's defense of the resurrection at the beginning of 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is a strong indication that the 

reason some in Corinth were having trouble believing in the resurrection of Christ is because it was just as 

difficult then as it would now be for the normal person to believe that anyone could conquer death.  May I 

say to you again what I have said before?  Just because the men and women of the first century were not 

20th century rocket scientists, let us not fall into the trap of believing that they were superstitious fools.  

They knew, just as well as you and I know, that dead men do not rise.  That is what makes the resurrection 

such a powerful truth!  Do not make the mistake that so many people today have made of simply dismissing 

the resurrection of Christ as a pre-scientific "myth" that is meant to teach us a nice lesson about the 

immortality of man's spirit.  Jesus rose physically from death.  If He didn't then Christianity is a bunch of 

nonsense. - A hoax.  It's that simple. 

 

The fourth big idea that I want you to take with you from First Corinthians is that Christ's resurrection is all 

the proof you and I need to be sure one day we too will rise from death.  Paul calls Him the "firstfruit" of 

them that sleep.  You and I do not need to wonder what is beyond death's door for us.  The Bible tells us 

what will happen.  And when it says that at Christ's return the dead will be raised "incorruptible" (the NIV 

says "imperishable").  We can be absolutely certain it will happen because it already happened to our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  Every single time I stand beside the grave of a Christian man or woman, I quote the 

stirring and triumphant words found at the end of I Corinthians 15:"Death has been swallowed up in victory. 

 Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  Because He 

lives, we also live. 

 

Our time is nearly gone, but there are just a few other things I want to quickly point out about these two 

chapters. 

 

First, there is some wonderful insight available here into the Apostle Paul himself.  Verses 7-10 of chapter 

15 tell us a lot about what made this man "tick."  He calls himself both an apostle - an office of great 

importance and authority but He also says He was one "abnormally born."  That translation is far too polite - 

the Greek word there is the word for an "abortion."  Paul had an incredible view of himself as one who was 

both incredibly important (only because God had chosen him) and at the same time one who was incredibly 

insignificant and unworthy.  [That is, by the way, the very same mix that comes through in everyone's 

favorite hymn, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost, but now 

am found - Was blind but now I see."] 

 

The cause of this incredible transformation from abortion to apostle is explicable with one single distinctly 

Christian word: grace!  "By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to me was not without effect.  

No, I worked harder than all of them - yet, not I, but the grace of God that was with me."  "T’was grace that 

taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved;  How precious did that grace appear The hour I first 

believed!"  Somehow I think the apostle Paul and John Newton the slave trader turned hymnist would have 

understood each other very well. 

 

Did you catch the reference in passing to Paul's having fought wild beasts in Ephesus?  We know from Acts 

about a mean crowd but Paul may have literally been thrown to the lions -- other first and second century 
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Christians were.  That tantalizing little reference reminds us of how many things we do not know about this 

incredible servant of Christ. 

 

I had wanted also to talk with you about the collection the Gentile churches took up to relieve the needs of 

famine stricken Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.  Remember, we are one body.  When Christians in China - 

or Bosnia - or Rwanda suffer, we do too - and we bear a heavy responsibility to them. 

 

Finally, because your English translation will hide it from you, I want you to know that chapter 16 ends with 

the rallying cry of the first century believers: One Aramaic word that summed up everything they believed 

and hoped for.  They greeted and departed with this powerful word whose meaning and power are almost 

lost from too many Christians today.  1 Corinthians 16:22 ends in English with the phrase, "Come, O Lord." 

 But Paul wrote and the Corinthians shouted back "Maranatha, the Lord is coming."  We should resurrect 

that word! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 65, DAY 3 2 CORINTHIANS 1-3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we have moved forward into Paul's second letter to the 

Corinthians.  I think it will be helpful for us to stop before we plunge into the text to try to get a picture of 

what went on in relationship between the Apostle Paul and this struggling group of saints in Corinth 

between the first and second letters. 

 

At the beginning of chapter 2, Paul mentioned a "painful visit" he had made to Corinth and said that he had 

refrained from visiting Corinth shortly before writing 2 Corinthians because he did not want to make 

another painful visit.  Instead of making that kind of visit again, Paul said he wrote a letter.  He mentions 

that "severe letter" in chapter 2, then again in chapter 7. 

 

Murray Harris, in his commentary gives a list of the events between 1 and 2 Corinthians that will be useful 

to us.  Not every Bible scholar will agree with his reconstruction, but I believe it is accurate:  His idea is that 

"after they received 1 Corinthians, the believers at Corinth probably rectified most of the practical abuses 

for which Paul had censured them in his letter.  For example, he says nothing further in 2 Corinthians about 

abuse of the Lord's Supper or about litigation among Christians.  In spite of this and because of the arrival of 

Judaizing intruders from Palestine, conditions in the church at Corinth deteriorated necessitating Paul's 

painful visit.  At some time after this visit, Paul was openly insulted at Corinth by a spokesman of the anti-

Pauline clique.  Titus was sent from Ephesus to Corinth with the "severe letter" in which Paul called for the 

punishment of the wrong doer (at Corinth)...[and finally] Titus arrived in Macedonia with his welcome 

report of the Corinthians' responsiveness to the "severe letter'..."[Murray Harris: 2 Corinthians, Expositors 

Bible Commentary, Zondervan p. 302-303]  That sequence of events or something very like it sets the stage 

for the letter that we began reading today. 

 

It is clear from what we read today that the problems in the Corinthian church - and the antagonism that had 

been roused in the hearts of some of the Christians there toward Paul - hurt him deeply.  It caused him "great 

distress, anguish of heart and many tears" - why?  Because he loved them.  Paul the church planter, the 

diplomat, the apostle, the preacher, was first and foremost Paul, the pastor and he loved his people greatly.  

That made it possible for them to hurt him deeply.  It is one of the ringleaders who had slandered Paul and 
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caused him so much pain that the apostle is writing when Paul says, "The punishment inflicted on him by 

the majority is sufficient for him.  Now...you ought to forgive and comfort him so that he will not be 

overcome with sorrow.  I urge you to therefore reaffirm your love to him..." 

 

Sometimes, in serving the Lord, the enemy will stir up people - even Christian people, who will misinterpret 

your words and your actions, challenge your motives, oppose the work you are doing for God and even 

slander you to others in the body of Christ.  If it happens to you, know that it also happened to the Apostle 

Paul.  Do not be afraid, God will vindicate you - He always does, and when the trial is over remember to be 

like Paul and be the very first to forgive your former enemy.  It is the way of Paul because it is the way of 

Christ. 

 

Apparently, however, Paul had been dealing with more than agony of Spirit because some in Corinth 

rejected him.  He says that while in the province of Asia (either while he was planting the church at Ephesus 

or shortly after that) he had endured a trial so intense that he did not believe he was going to survive the 

experience.  Only a miraculous deliverance by God had saved him.  I don't know about you, but that gets my 

curiosity going because I can't find anything in the Book of Acts that "fits" this reference.  Later in 2 

Corinthians we will be presented with a list of possible matches, but for now I will just note that two of the 

most common suggestions offered to explain this paragraph are the encounter with wild beasts that was 

mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15 or some kind of near fatal physical illness.  (Since I am recovering from a 

bout with pneumonia as I speak this morning, I am quite prepared to believe he could be talking about a 

mortal illness.) 

 

It is because of his own personal troubles both emotional and physical that the subject of comfort is right at 

the forefront of the apostle's brain as he writes the letter and the message with which 2 Corinthians begins.  

It says one of the great purposes and benefits of suffering in the life of every believer is that out of our 

suffering we are given the ability to offer "comfort" to others who are facing the same trials that we have 

endured.  "Praise be the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort those 

in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God."  In case you missed it, the operative 

word here is "comfort" and God expects that we will use the experiences we have of His grace to us in times 

of trouble, to minister to others. 

 

The greatest hurts and trials of our lives are the foundation upon which our unique and often our most 

powerful ministries are built.  Who is the very best person to share the power of Christ with a grieving 

widow?  Another widow.  When parents stand beside the grave of their much loved child -- the only one 

who can say I understand what you are going through is a parent who has shared that same terrible void and 

found the grace of God to be their only refuge.  I do not know what deep waters you have had to pass 

through in your life nor do either of us know what flames might await us just around the next corner of our 

lives, but I do know that all of our trials are meant to prepare us for ministry.  Someone once said that God 

has used no one greatly for the advancement of His kingdom who has not first suffered greatly.  There may 

well be truth in that! 

 

From the 14th verse of chapter 2, all the way down to the beginning of chapter 7, Paul is engaged in 

describing the nature of his apostolic ministry.  It would appear from chapter 3 that Paul's authority had been 

challenged to the point that he implies that someone might wish for him to produce some credentials or at 

least some references.  Paul's response is that the Corinthians themselves are his letters of recommendation. 

 He is saying that the best way to judge the validity of his ministry is to check its results and the results of 

Paul's ministry were converts and churches all over Asia and Macedonia. 
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There is a comparison being made in chapter 3 that can be found again and again throughout the New 

Testament.  It is found primarily in the writings of Paul, but most pointedly in the Book of Hebrews where it 

is not a point made in passing but the subject of the whole letter.  It is, of course, the comparison between 

the old and new covenants, between the message of Moses and the gospel of Christ, the law and the Spirit of 

Christ.  The law of Moses pronounced condemnation on all men because it showed us the righteous 

demands of God and it showed us ourselves and how far short we fall of those demands.  The ministry of 

the Spirit, on the contrary, brings righteousness.  Moses taught us to be aware of the letter, Christ calls us to 

allegiance to the Spirit. 

 

We were in bondage to the law, "but where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom."  The frequent 

recurrence of such comparison in the writings of Paul reflects the reality that everywhere Paul went he was 

followed by Judaizers who sought to undo his work by bringing the converts back under obedience to the 

Old Testament laws. 

 

The last comparison of chapter 3 is for us a very exciting one.  Under the old covenant, only Moses was 

permitted to come into the presence of God and when he came down from God's presence, he had to veil his 

face - so glorious was the presence of God that the Israelites could not even look upon that glory reflected in 

the face of Moses.  But now Paul says, "We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being 

transformed into his likeness with ever increasing glory which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit."  Did 

you catch what Paul was saying there?  In the Old Testament, because he spent time with God, Moses' face 

would physically glow, but the further he got away from the divine encounter, the more the radiance would 

fade.  But with us it is different!  Because of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, we are continuously changing 

and becoming more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ with ever-increasing glory."  Instead of fading, the 

radiance of Christ in us should be growing. 

 

That part of our salvation experience, as we have said before, is called sanctification -- the process by which 

we are being made over into the exact likeness of Jesus - and the more like Him we become, the more 

people will be able to look at us and see Christ. 

 

As we close our time together this morning, I suppose the question we all ought to be asking ourselves is a 

very simple one: How much of that "glory" is evident in my countenance today -- and is there more of that 

glory evident in my life today than there was yesterday??  At the end of chapter 2 Paul said that though 

some (those who are perishing) find we remind them of the smell of death, the ones who are being saved 

will think that we emit the fragrance of life.  Those two images are really powerful -- our faces ought to 

shine more and with the radiance of Christ and we ought to smell like the fragrance of life. 

 

One thing at least is very certain - no one should be able to spend any time in our presence without knowing 

we are different - very different because we belong to Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 65, DAY 4 2 CORINTHIANS 4-6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 4, 5, and 6 of Paul's second letter to the 

Corinthians.  One of the things that I am enjoying very much as we have been reading these Corinthian 
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letters, is the insight we are gaining into the life of the greatest missionary and church planter the Christian 

church has ever known.  The question that keeps coming back is a simple one: What made this man "tick"?  

And every chapter we read gives us a little more information - a little more insight into the great apostle. 

 

At the very same time we have been reading First and Second Corinthians, I have been doing some extra 

reading on the subject of revivals and I think I see some connections between the "atmosphere" that always 

prevails during these extraordinary movements of God and the "atmosphere" that surrounds the life of the 

great apostle. 

 

Before we turn to that subject though I think it is important first to note the conditions under which the 

apostle consistently had to work.  The list of hardships we read in chapter 6 will be brought back to our 

minds tomorrow when we note an even more spectacular one, but this man Paul really knew about trouble!! 

 "Troubles, hardship, distresses, beatings, imprisonment, riots, hard work, sleepless nights, hunger, genuine 

but regarded as imposter, known yet regarded as unknown, dying yet living on, beaten but not killed, 

sorrowful but always rejoicing, poor yet making many rich, having nothing yet possessing everything.  The 

point is that Paul is used to ministering under rather adverse conditions and he has no thought whatever of 

quitting.  O.k. what makes a man like that "tick"?  How do you stay focused while enduring all of that? 

 

The secret, I think, and it is the same thing I discovered in everyone of the revival accounts I have been 

reading - in fact I think it is one of the causes of the great movements of God - is that Paul was absolutely 

focused upon the fact that he was living every moment in the light of eternity.  Let's look at the evidence of 

this preoccupation, and then I want to talk with you about it for just a few minutes. 

 

In chapter 4, Paul says, I do what I do because I know that "The one who raised the Lord Jesus from the 

dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence."  Present difficulties are o.k. - I'm 

looking at the finish line!!  One sentence later he clarifies it even more pointedly: "We do not lose heart 

(even) though outwardly we are wasting away...for our light and momentary (that's a key word) troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen (that's 

temporary), but on what is unseen (that's eternal!).  There is a life principle here: eternity will last longer 

than time.  Make your choices in light of that fact. 

 

Chapter 5: First he says - this earthly body is not even worth comparing with the one I'm going to have in 

heaven and I can't wait!  But it is my desire to please Him because "We must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether 

good or bad."  There is a life guiding principle for you: "always act in full consciousness that you will have 

to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and explain your actions." 

 

Next paragraph (still in chapter 5) Since we know what it is to fear the Lord - the Old King James Version 

says - since we known the terror of the Lord - we try to persuade men.  Now Paul's thought is a little 

ambiguous here but I think what he means is this: those people who do not know Christ are destined to die 

without salvation - they will face the full weight of God's holy wrath - they will go to hell - so I'll do all I can 

to reach and persuade them of their plight.  Life principle #3 - people without Christ are on their way to hell. 

 Is what I'm doing right now still important in light of that fact? 

 

I read a management book a few weeks ago that begged for people who would live their lives guided by 

principles.  Principle centered leadership is what the great corporations of our world need, so says Steven 

Covey, management consultant.  Well what Covey says about companies goes triple for Christians trying to 
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live their lives in a very busy and very complex society.  Paul says to us in these chapters, I live my life by 

eternity's principles.   

 

Principle #1: Eternity lasts forever - short term pain will not deter me from landing rewards that last forever. 

 

Principle #2: Do everything with a complete awareness that someday you will have to explain that action to 

Christ, the judge. 

 

Principle #3: Decide how you will spend your time, energy and money in light of the fact that people 

without Christ are going to spend eternity in hell. 

 

Now I think that what we are discovering here is of incredible importance because I am so often 

disappointed by the ways in which I waste my resources and my life.  Paul's key to focusing -- live every 

moment in full consciousness of eternity, shows up inevitably in every single revival.  George Whitefield in 

1737 (at the ripe age of 22) was preaching to thousands of thousands of people several times a week.  In an 

attempt to describe the atmosphere he said: "They heard like people hearing for eternity."  Interestingly 

enough this is exactly the same description that Alexander Webster used five years later during the revival 

in Canbuslang in Scotland: "They hear as for eternity."  [Revival a People Saturated with God, Brian 

Edwards, Evangelical Press p. 43] 

 

Paul's great secret is that he lived for eternity.  I have to honestly tell you that although I have surely 

believed in eternity for many years now, I do not really believe that I have lived for eternity.  My beliefs 

have not heretofore really affected my actions and my values sufficiently.  I am earnestly praying - right this 

minute that you, like me, will feel the weight of all of this and begin to actually live for eternity. 

 

I have used a great deal of time but I will not apologize.  Nevertheless, let me quickly note that 2 

Corinthians 5 is the source of several very well known verses.  Verse 10, the first of the great verses, is one 

we have already looked at.  "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, good or bad." 

 

The second verse is verse 14 which explains another of Paul's great motives: "For Christ's love compels us, 

because we are convinced that one died for all and therefore all died."  Christ's love - the love He has for me 

and the love He has through me for others, that, Paul says, also drives me.  The more we understand the love 

of Christ, the more we too will be "driven" to do the work of God. 

 

The third great verse of 2 Corinthians 5 is verse 17.  You know this one well, I'm sure.  "Therefore if anyone 

is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has gone, the new has come."  What a great hope builder that 

declaration is for the man or woman who is just coming to Christ.  Things can change.  You can change!  

Everything can change by the mighty power of the resurrected Christ! 

 

The fourth great verse of chapter 5 is verse 21, the last verse of the chapter: "God made him who had no sin 

to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."  There are a half dozen verses or 

so in the New Testament that succinctly and powerfully answer the mighty question: "What really happened 

on the cross?"  This is one of those verses.  On the cross, Jesus made a trade.  He traded our sin for His 

righteousness.  There is a theological word that we use to explain this transaction.  It is the word 

"imputation."  God imputed our sins to Christ.  That means He reckoned them over to Christ's account and 

He "imputed" Christ's righteousness to us.  Imputed righteousness is not anything we have done or earned 
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but the righteousness of Christ deposited into our accounts so when God looks at us He sees Jesus. 

 

At the end of chapter 6, almost as an after thought, Paul warns his readers not to be yoked together 

unequally with non-believers.  It is important for you to notice that while the most frequent application of 

this verse or passage is to the issue of believing young people marrying (or dating) unbelievers, the principle 

is laid down in a general form.  Marriage is not specifically in view here.  In fact the principle is meant to be 

applied to a hundred different situations -- to the Christian businessman contemplating a "sweet" partnership 

with a non-Christian cohort.  To the Christian in politics who sees common cause with a pagan with regard 

to some important issue.  (Paul is not saying, don't cooperate but he is saying don't become partners). 

 

"Come out from among them to be separate, says the Lord" has always been a rallying cry for a group of 

Christians who refuse to have anything at all to do with the "dirty" world in which we live.  It is a dirty 

world and we are enjoined to keep ourselves from being polluted. 

 

The hard part is obeying Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 6 while also listening carefully to Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount.  He told us to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth.  In his great high 

priestly prayer in John 17 he asked the Father to keep us "in" the world without being "of" the world.  That 

is where the balance lies.  May God help us to find it! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 65, DAY 5 2 CORINTHIANS 7-9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 7, 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians.  As we begin our 

reading this morning the apostle's explanation of his ministry has ended for the moment (it will begin again 

in chapter 10) and he picks up the narrative which he laid aside in chapter 2 -- the narrative that gives us an 

understanding of the circumstances which surround the writing of this letter.  Paul explains how much joy 

he has as a result of the news which Titus has brought him concerning the Corinthian believers' response to 

the letter of rebuke which he wrote to them.  Since they responded with genuine repentance, Paul is 

delighted.  Any strain in their relationship has been removed and they can proceed with plans and projects 

made before the "difficulties" began. 

 

There is one verse in chapter 7 which seems to me to be rather important for us.  It is verse 10 where Paul 

says, "Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 

brings death."  Since the Corinthian's sorrow did lead to repentance, Paul is pleased but we are left with the 

understanding that it is one thing to be "sorry" in the wake of sin and quite another thing to be truly 

repentant.  That is something very different from mere sorrow.  We need to pay attention to this first in 

relation to ourselves and secondly in relation to our dealings with others.  It was our old friend Jeremiah 

who once said, "The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked -- who can know it?"  That 

observation is never more applicable than to an examination of our response to our own sinfulness. 

 

Just because I feel badly after sinning (or after being caught sinning), there is absolutely no reason to 

assume that I have experienced or expressed true biblical repentance.  It is what I do with the feelings of 

remorse and guilt that is really important. 

 

Well then, if just being sorry isn't good enough -- how do I recognize true biblical repentance as opposed to 
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simple remorse?  Here are some of the signs of biblical repentance.  From Psalm 51 we know true 

repentance brings with it an understanding that the sin was an offense against a holy God.  Do you 

remember David's cry?  "Against thee, thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight."  Next, real 

repentance brings us to the point at which we think and feel about our sin the way God does -- it revolts us.  

Then we confess it -- first to God and then to the human beings against whom our sin was directed.  If 

necessary, like Zacchaeus, we make restitution for that sin and then having obtained God's forgiveness we 

turn our backs on the sin and leave it to practice righteousness.  -- That is biblical repentance. 

 

Lots of people feel sorry when they've sinned.  Sometimes they are just sorry they've been caught.  At other 

times they are really sorry for the wrong they've done -- they feel the guilt -- but they do nothing to remedy 

their sin -- perhaps they still try to hide it.  They are sorry, but they have not repented.  In still other cases, 

sorrow and guilt lead to confession but still there is no renunciation, no leaving of the sin.  God's call to us is 

for complete repentance.  Nothing less will be sufficient. 

 

Chapters 8 and 9 concern the special offering that Paul was taking for relief of the famine stricken saints 

back in Palestine.  This was the offering Paul was taking to Jerusalem when he was arrested and put in 

chains, that eventually took him to Rome.  The offering seems to have been Paul's idea -- an attempt not 

only to share the bounty of one group of believers with another group less fortunate than themselves, but 

also a tremendous opportunity to prove the genuineness of the faith of the Gentile Christians and to heal the 

strained relations between these new Christians and their elder Christian brothers. 

 

There is more than a little diplomacy here, as Paul prepares his friends, in advance of his coming, for the 

offering.  He flatters them.  He encourages them, and he lets them know quite frankly that he expects them 

to be very generous.  It is often very difficult for pastors to ask their people to give.  We do not want to 

appear to be grasping for dollars or to be manipulating people into giving for the wrong reasons.  All too 

often men and women pretending to be servants of God have bilked God's people out of enormous amounts 

of money.  Not wanting to be mistaken for one of those greedy shepherds we bend too far in the opposite 

direction and keep silent when we ought to be encouraging God's people to give generously. 

 

It is in the context of this discussion of the offering for Jerusalem that Paul gives us yet another of his 

succinct and pithy explanations of the incarnation.  Here as in a half dozen other places he gives us a one 

sentence answer to the question, why did Jesus Christ come to planet earth.  This time Paul says, "For you 

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor so that 

you through His poverty might become rich."  He gave up everything He had in order to provide us with 

everything we did not have and of course in the matter of giving, He is our example and pattern. 

 

The heart of the matter of Christian giving is summarized very well for us in chapter 9: "Remember this: 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion for God 

loves a cheerful giver ... You will be made rich in every way so you can be generous on every occasion..."  

The heart of New Testament giving has nothing to do with duty or compulsion.  You know that in the Old 

Testament the believers were required to bring a tithe -- that is ten percent.  But in the New Testament that 

command is not repeated -- not because God expects less of New Testament Christians but because He 

expects them to give not out of obligation but out of joy and His promise in the New Testament is exactly 

what it was in the Old Testament: As we give to God He will bless us abundantly so it will literally be true 

that the more we give, the more we will have to give.  That is always the way God works!! 
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Did you notice how chapter 9 ended?  For Paul at least, the activity of giving always made him think about 

the gift God gave so he ends this chapter with an exclamation of praise, "Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift!!! 

 

I cannot conclude this morning without urging you to consider, if you have not already done so, the ranks of 

God's people who give cheerfully, regularly - out of each and every paycheck and generously.  I have 

already noted that the Old Testament law regarding the tithe is not reiterated in the New Testament.  But I 

cannot believe for even an instant that it is because God expects less of us.  Quite to the contrary, I am sure 

He expects more - and if we begin to honor Him in this way, I know He will honor us in extraordinary 

ways!! 

 

Our time is nearly gone but I would be remiss if I did not at least call your attention to the very prominent 

role that Titus - one of Paul's apprentices plays in the great apostle's ministry.  A little later we will read the 

warm personal letter that Paul wrote to him shortly before the old apostle died.  For now suffice it to note 

that Paul was always training others, always getting beside younger men like Timothy, Titus, Luke perhaps, 

encouraging them, training them in godliness and preparing them for the ministry he was going to pass on to 

them.  I think Paul's motto with regard to these young apprentices might have been phrased something like 

this: stand on my shoulders and you go even higher for the glory of the King.  Are you spending time with a 

Christian younger than yourself, encouraging that Christian, passing on to him or to her the things God has 

given you?  If you are not, may I encourage you to prayerfully consider taking on that apprentice.  It will do 

two things.  First of all it will keep your heart warm and your walk straight.  Nothing challenges me to 

maintain my walk with Christ more than you, the fact that I know you are looking and listening to me.  

Secondly, it will multiply your ministry as you share what God has given you to someone else.  You are 

releasing them and multiplying your own ministry.  Paul understood that principle so well.  That was part of 

the secret of his great effectiveness for Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk to you again on Monday. 

 

  


