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WEEK 63,  DAY 1                       JEREMIAH 44, 45 and 46 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 63 of Know the Word.  Today we read Jeremiah 

chapters 44-46.  In my Bible I have written the phrase "some people never learn" over chapter 44 in order to 

help me remember its contents. 

 

Once again, our chapters are out of chronological sequence, with chapters 45 and 46 being flashbacks to the 

early days of Jehoiakim's reign over Judah.  I am not sure I can give you any good reason for the apparent 

chronological disorder of this part of Jeremiah's prophecy, but as you read you need to be carefully noting 

any chronological "markers" that appear in the text.  Otherwise it would not be difficult at all to get pretty 

confused. 

 

The incidents recorded in chapter 44 though, occur after Ishmael had assassinated Gedaliah and attempted 

his escape to the Ammonites.  He and his murderous band are intercepted by Johanan and his soldiers who 

free the captives even though Ishmael and eight others manage to escape. 

 

You will remember from last week, I am sure, that Johanan and his followers were then uncertain about 

what the response of Nebuchadnezzar might be to the murder of his governor and decide to flee to Egypt 

even though they promised Jeremiah that they would obey the word of the Lord which was to stay in Judah. 

 Jeremiah, unwillingly has joined his disobedient people in Egypt, but he still insisted on delivering 

messages from the Lord.  This is one very persistent prophet!! 

 

I want to alert you to the fact that in reading chapter 44, we have encountered the final written records of 

Jeremiah.  He may have spoken again after this message but we have no further record of any of the 

weeping prophet's words after this unless the Book of Lamentations comes after this time.  That is assuming 

that Jeremiah wrote Lamentations. 

 

His last words to Judah are consistent with the message of his whole life – pleading with his countrymen to 

return to their homes and worship God in obedience and humility.  The response he got was also consistent 

with the kind of responses he got all through his life - angry, rebellious and contemptuous, both of Jeremiah 

and his God. 

 

Now I want to suggest to you once again that the Jews who went down to Egypt are a picture for us of what 

total reprobation is all about.  These people have a lot in common with an Egyptian ruler of a bygone era - 

the Pharaoh of the Book of Exodus - who even when he was writhing under the heavy hand of the obvious 

judgment of God somehow chose to scramble the picture and come to some other interpretation of what was 

going on even though it was painfully obvious to everyone else: God is there and He is very angry with you! 

 

Somehow the old Pharaoh was oblivious to it and so was Johanan in Jeremiah's day.  Here is a very great 

warning indeed.  If you cover your eyes and ears often enough when God is speaking and acting, eventually 

you won't need blinders or earplugs anymore because you will be blind and deaf without them! 

 

Jeremiah had been saying for years: "If you do that then God will do this" and for years it had happened just 

as the prophet said.  Now the final strokes of judgment have fallen because of the apostasy of the Jews and 

their response is: "This is God's fault.  When we worshipped other gods we never had such problems."  The 

very things that brought them down - idolatry and false worship are the things to which they look for help 

now that they have fallen - and to use the very quotable words of the Apostle Paul, "professing themselves 
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to be wise they became fools and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator who is blessed 

forever."  Instead of realizing their idolatry brought down God's righteous judgment upon them, they now 

believe that their temporary cessation of idolatrous practices in the case of their trouble!! 

 

There is some speculation about the identity of the "Queen of Heaven" mentioned in these chapters.  Some 

Bible scholars seem to think that the Assyrian (and Babylonian) goddess Ishtar is in view here.  Others 

believe the reference applies to Astarte or Ashtaroth the Canaanite goddess usually associated with Baal. 

 

R.K. Harrison's words about the final message to the Jews seem very pertinent here.  He writes: "Jeremiah 

brings the confrontation to a climax by challenging the populace to continue indulging in pagan rites and see 

whether or not God will punish them.  Their doom will be heralded by the overthrow of Pharaoh Hophra, 

the fourth king of the 26th dynasty whose career (589-570 B.C.) was marked by interference in Palestinian 

affairs.  He had gone to the help of beleaguered Jerusalem but withdrew in the face of Babylonian pressure 

in 588 after which Jerusalem fell.  After his Libyan campaign of 569 B.C. a young relative Ahmose was 

proclaimed Pharaoh in a revolt.  Hophra tried to defeat Ahmose in a battle in 566 B.C. but was slain, as 

Jeremiah had prophesied."  (R.K. Harrison's Jeremiah 168-169).  We do not know if Jeremiah lived to see 

the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

 

Chapter 45 - the message to Baruch, and chapter 46 the oracle against Egypt as well, dates back to the time 

when Jehoiakim tore up the scroll upon which the words of God had been written by the scribe Baruch.  

Chapter 46 may have been a part of that scroll and message.  Baruch was greatly pained by what he was 

required to write.  God assures him that his own pain is even greater and then gives Baruch the promise that 

he will not die as a result of the impending calamities. 

 

Chapter 46 is divided into two sections.  The first part has reference to the battle of Carchemish, which 

would have occurred very soon after Jeremiah's words were recorded, and the second part, beginning with 

verse 13 points to something that happened many years later in 568-567 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar finally 

attacked Egypt. 

 

I am sure you noticed that despite the prediction of Egypt's fall to Babylon, God tells Jeremiah that Egypt 

will be inhabited - just as in the days of old.  When Jeremiah talks about Babylon or when Isaiah talks about 

Babylon, it doesn't say that; that is significant.   And, as usual, in spite of all the hard and frightening things 

God has to say to His people, there is a word of encouragement to Israel.  "Do not fear, O Jacob my servant; 

do not be dismayed, O Israel.  I will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of 

their exile.  Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid.  Do not fear, O 

Jacob my servant, for I am with you, declares the Lord.  Though I completely destroy all the nations among 

which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you.  I will discipline you but only with justice; I will not 

let you go entirely unpunished."  That, my friends, is justice tempered by mercy.  That is how God deals 

with His wayward people. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 WEEK 63, DAY 2                                  JEREMIAH 47-49:1-33 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah 47, 48 and 49 verses 1-33.  Here we have 

encountered the prophecies given by Jeremiah regarding the neighbors (and enemies) of Judah.  The Lord is 
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the Lord of Israel but He is also the Lord of all the earth, and all the nations are under His sovereign control. 

 Even though punishment begins with the household of faith, (that is a principle consistent through both the 

Old and New Testaments) the Lord will judge all the nations. 

 

Today and again tomorrow we will try to learn a bit of geography and history.  It will help us to learn a bit 

more about the world in which Jeremiah lived.  Today, we will learn about Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, 

Damascus, Kedar and Hazor.  It might be useful, if you have one nearby to be looking at a map which shows 

the locations of these nations while you listen. 

 

The first nation addressed in these prophecies is Philistia.  Now I know that you remember the Philistines.  

As far back as the Book of Judges we find references to frequent conflicts between Israel and its Philistine 

neighbors.  Even before that, the patriarchs Abraham and Isaac had contact with Abimelech the king of 

Gerar.  He was a Philistine.  Samson died in Philistine captivity after foolishly trusting Delilah.  David 

emerged victorious over the Philistine giant Goliath and for a time served the Philistine King Achish.  The 

Philistines occupied a long narrow strip of coastline in the southwest corner of the land of Israel.  All of the 

Philistines towns mentioned in scripture are located there and archaeological digs have turned up unique 

kinds of pottery and plenty of evidence that fits the biblical picture of these people.  We know that their 

buildings were supported by rows of pillars close enough together for the account of Samson's victory and 

death to be very credible indeed as he reached out and pulled the pillars down.  Professor William Albright, 

one of the greatest archaeologists of the 20th century dug up in Philistine territory so many beer mugs that 

he dubbed these people as "mighty carousers" - that too fits with what we know. 

 

The Egyptians called the Philistines "the sea peoples" and credit them with among other things, the 

destruction of the mighty city of Troy, that mighty city about which Homer the Greek poet wrote. 

 

One of the cities mentioned specifically in our reading today is Ashkelon.  That got my attention because a 

very good friend of mine has spent several of the last ten summers doing excavations of that very city.  

Ashkelon was destroyed in 604 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar and the Philistines, just like the inhabitants of 

Judah, were exiled to Babylon.  The Jews, just as Jeremiah promised, returned from that exile but no record 

exists to tell us what happened to the exiled Philistines.  Those who may have remained at Ashkelon after 

Nebuchadnezzar's conquest apparently lost their ethnic identity.  The Philistines who went to Babylon 

simply disappeared from history. 

 

One of the interesting things that have been discovered in the Ashkelon dig was a cemetery in which 

hundreds of dogs were buried.  My archaeologist friend is now deeply immersed in the mysterious question 

of why the dogs were buried.  So far the leading theories are that either the dogs were a significant food 

source or they were somehow associated with the religion of the Philistines.  (I have an article on my desk 

right now entitled, "Deities and Dogs, Their Sacred Rites" but quite frankly I haven't gotten around to 

reading that one yet!  I'll try to keep you posted on solutions to this one!! 

 

The important thing for you to remember is that the Philistines were seafarers on the southwest coast of 

Israel and after the Babylonian conquest, they disappeared from history.  Philistines, like dinosaurs, are 

extinct every place but in the language of our culture.  If someone calls you a Philistine, they probably are 

not complimenting you. 

 

Next, Jeremiah talks about Moab: "Lot and his son Moab are the ancestors of the Moabites whose 

traditional territory is east of the Dead Sea between the Arnon River and the Brook Zered" (Jack Lewis 
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Archaeological Backgrounds to Bible People page 61 f.)  The Moabites were enemies of Israel from the 

time of Balaam and Balak onward.  Ehud the judge delivered Israel from the tyranny of a Moabite 

oppressor.   David reconquered them and Omri the Israelite king repeated the feat in his day.  Another revolt 

by Moab brought Israel and Judah into alliance to defeat Mesha the Moabite king who offered his own son 

up on the wall as a burnt sacrifice to his god.  Jeremiah's message that God is going to put an end to those 

who make offerings on the high places and burn incense to their gods." It seems particularly vivid in light of 

that fearsome act of Mesha the king. 

 

In his commentary on Jeremiah, Andrew Blackwood noted that this oracle against Moab "is so studded with 

bewildering place names and obscure historical references that the reader is apt to miss the theological 

message [but] the essential picture is clear enough: Moab will be devastated, her cities shall become a 

devastation ... because [they] have trusted in their strongholds and treasures." (295)  This is an indictment 

against materialism.  Now we have seen several other such indictments in our trip through the Word of God 

thus far but it is important once again to pay attention if only because our western society has become so 

idolatrous in its worship of material things.  We may not be very different from the Moabites and we may 

incur the same kind of judgment. 

 

I do not know whether or not you noticed it, but there was a remarkable and disturbing verse in this passage. 

 Jeremiah says (presumably to the soldiers who will be involved in the campaign to destroy Moab: "A curse 

on him who is lax in doing the Lord's work!  A curse on him who keeps his sword from bloodshed."  The 

destruction of Moab is according to the prophet, the work of the Lord. 

 

It is probably also worth noting that this passage is closely related to what we read in Isaiah chapters 15 and 

16.  Jeremiah is speaking God's Word but he draws on the prophecies already made by his predecessor the 

great prophet Isaiah. 

 

Ammon comes next in Jeremiah's list of nations with whom God is dealing.  I have to admit that for today's 

readers, it almost seems monotonous: This nation sinned this way and will be destroyed in a battle, that 

nation sinned in a different way and will be decimated in another horrible war.  What is constant in the 

midst of all of this is the understanding that in the midst of the wars of retribution and vengeance, behind all 

of man's inhumanity to man there is a sovereign God who is using the wrath of man to accomplish the 

purposes of God.  That hasn't changed in all the thousands of years between Jeremiah's day and our own.  

There are still wars all over the earth on something very close to a continuous basis.  Man is still pouring out 

his wrath on his fellowman and perpetrating the most incredible atrocities that can be imagined -- in 

declared wars in Europe and Africa and in undeclared wars in northern Ireland and South America.  Still 

God is overruling and using these vicious events to build up and bring down rulers and nations in 

accordance with His own sovereign purposes.  That is something you and I need to remember in our day of 

geo-political uncertainty. 

 

Ammon was the country immediately north of Moab across from Israel on the east side of the Jordan River. 

 It is the modern nation of Jordan whose capital Amman still reflects its ancient identity.  The Ammonites 

were excluded from the congregation of the Lord in Moses' day to the tenth generation because they joined 

with the Moabites in hiring Balaam to curse Israel.  The Ammonites were historically, from that time 

onward, at war with Israel on a more or less regular basis. 

 

At some point, in the fairly recent past by Jeremiah's day, the Ammonites had won a victory over Judah, 

perhaps recapturing Rabbah the Ammonite capital which had fallen to Israel in the time of King David.  But 
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Jeremiah says Israel will drive out those who drove her out.  In reality that is more likely to refer to some 

disputed border towns.  (We know that during Jehoshaphat's reign the men of Ammon invaded Judah and 

that after the final fall of Jerusalem the Ammonite king was involved in the effort to destroy Gedeliah's 

government.  The chief god of the Ammonites, referred to here was Molech who was sometimes also known 

as Milcom.  Rabbah the capital city by the way is the modern day Amman. 

 

Edom means “red” and was as you will surely remember a name given to Esau.  It is the mountainous 

country south of the Dead Sea where he settled.  The chief importance of Edom geographically was that it 

commanded the great trade road called the Kings Highway that connected Egypt and Arabia.  It was the 

King of Edom who refused permission for Moses and the children of Israel to pass through his land enroute 

to the Promised Land.  Much more to the point, as far as Jeremiah is concerned, Edom helped 

Nebuchadnezzar during the siege of Jerusalem.  You may remember the judgment pronounced against 

Edom in the Book of Obadiah.  In the New Testament Edom has a different name, a Greek name.  There it is 

called Idumea.  Its most famous New Testament citizen was named Judas Iscariot.  Edom is where the 

famous city of Petra is located and it is Petra that is referred to in verse 16 where Jeremiah says that God 

will bring down those who live in the clefts of the rocks.  That will remind you, I think, of some very similar 

words in the Book of Obadiah. 

 

Damascus gets a mention in Jeremiah's prophecy.  By the way, Amman, Jordan (the Bible's Rabbah) and 

Damascus, Syria are as far as I know the two oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world today.  It is 

located just to the north of Israel in present day Syria.  God promises to send judgment upon Damascus, but 

he does not say it will be deserted. 

 

Kedar and Hazor are the last two kingdoms mentioned in our reading today.  Kedar which I think means 

"mighty" was a nomadic Bedouin tribe descended from Ishmael.  "They lived in black tents and possessed 

some villages in the desert country east of Edom" (Blackwood 306).  Hazor was the name of the area 

containing a group of cities in the same general area.  These then are the desert peoples.  These areas were 

attacked by Nebuchadnezzar and the cities of Hazor did disappear from the map. 

 

I hope our geography lesson today was not too boring.  Remember, the bottom line message is that behind 

all the geo-political monuments and behind all the wars of men, an Almighty God is working His will and 

establishing His plan. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 63, DAY 3                          JEREMIAH 49:34 - 51 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today you read Jeremiah 49:34- through the end of chapter 51 and 

have thus finished the Book of Jeremiah.  Now I'm sure you noticed that chapter 51 ended with the  note: 

"the words of Jeremiah end here" but that there is still another chapter tacked onto the end. That last 

chapter, 52, is yet another description of the fall of Jerusalem tacked onto the end of Jeremiah's book by a 

scribe at a later date in order to show that Jeremiah's prophecies actually came true and to supplement the 

account of the same event written by Jeremiah in chapter 39 with additional information about the removal 

of some of the Temple furnishings. An additional footnote alerts us to the fact that 37 years after Jehoiachin 

had been taken to Babylon as a prisoner he was released and lived out his life as a member of the 

Babylonian king's court. 
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Since we have already read multiple accounts of the fall of the city of Jerusalem, I will leave those of you 

who are digging deeper to digest this additional account.  I cannot resist however in passing, the urge to 

notice that nowhere does the Scripture tell us what happened to the most important bit of furniture contained 

in the Temple at Jerusalem- the ark of God. There is no further mention of it in the Scripture, and the 

mystery of what happened to it or its whereabouts remains unsolved to this day.  Probably the strongest bit 

of historical tradition relating to the fate of the ark suggests that it was carried down into Egypt with those 

who fled there and then made its way into what is present day Ethiopia where there is a strong connection 

culturally to Judaism. (You might remember that the late emperor of Ethiopia, Hallie Salassie called himself 

the "Lion of Judah" and that a mysterious colony of black Jews survived there until their immigration back 

to Israel in very recent days.  In fact there is a small sect still in Ethiopia today who claim to still guard the 

ark of the covenant in a small chapel in a remote village. Who knows?  Maybe it is still there. 

 

Well, we finished our survey of Jeremiah's prophecies regarding the nations around Judah this morning by 

reading about Elam and then a very extensive prophecy regarding Babylon herself. 

 

Elam is mentioned in the only one of these prophecies that carries an approximate date on it. Jeremiah wrote 

these words early in the reign of Zedekiah, Judah's last king, probably in 597 BC. Elam was east of 

Babylonia and was a very ancient country. It had a long history of warfare but had been subjugated before 

Jeremiah's day by the Assyrian armies of Ashurbanipal about 640 BC.  It later regained its independence 

and helped in the overthrow of Babylon just 100 years later.  Elam will be destroyed because it has 

provoked the wrath of Almighty God, but someday God says it will be restored. That is perhaps a reference 

to the millennial age.  It is interesting to note that there were Elamites in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 

That is recorded for us in Acts chapter 2.   

 

The main focus here, of course, is upon Babylon, the instrument of God's punishment against Judah which 

will herself be judged by God when He has accomplished his purposes through her.  Even though God may 

choose to use a wicked nation (or an individual for that matter) to accomplish His purpose in judging 

another nation or individual, that does not excuse the injustices that His instrument commits or relieve them 

of the responsibility that they bear for their own ungodly choices.  Babylon was used by God to do exactly 

what He planned, but she was still responsible for what she had done.   That may be a new concept for 

someone listening to this tape or it may be a difficult concept for others who though they have heard it 

before have still not come to terms with the fact that even though God works through and even ordains the 

actions of wicked men and works out His perfect will through their deeds, He still holds them accountable 

for what they have done. 

 

It is, of course, a part of the larger problem of how men and women can be free and responsible moral 

agents while at the very same time, God is sovereign and ordains that some should be vessels of honor and 

others vessels of wrath and destruction so that His glory and name might be seen throughout the earth. We 

have talked about this problem before, noting that it is an antinomy- an apparent contradiction or paradox 

that does indeed have a resolution but which we cannot fully comprehend because we are limited by our 

own finitude.  We are creatures and we cannot thereby understand all that is done by an infinite creator God. 

 In the end when we have said all that we can and thought as deeply as we are able about this matter, we will 

simply have to shut our mouths and trust that God is good and that both of these things are absolutely true: 

God is sovereign- He does ordain the actions of men and nations, AND man is responsible- he makes true 

moral choices and must be held accountable for the results of what he truly chooses to do. 
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Babylon did exactly what God wanted done AND Babylon would be held accountable for the choices it 

made and the atrocities it committed. 

 

I am sure that you noted some similarities between the things that Jeremiah wrote here and the things that 

Isaiah his predecessor had already written about Babylon. The fact that the Holy Spirit caused Jeremiah to 

remember and reaffirm what an earlier prophet had said is totally consistent with the pattern we have seen 

throughout the whole Old Testament. Each succeeding writer builds upon what has gone before. 

 

Geographically, I am certain that you already know that the ancient kingdom of Babylon was located in the 

area of the present day country of Iraq. One of Sadaam Hussien's great dreams was to rebuild the ancient 

city of Babylon in an attempt to recapture the glory that was hers in the days of the great King 

Nebuchadnezzar, despite the fact that in the chapters we have just read, Jeremiah says that Babylon will 

never be inhabited again or lived in "from generation to generation". It is just possible that the defeat of 

Hussien's armies which had the effect of derailing his plans for the great rebuilding project, may have more 

to do with the purposes of an Almighty God than it did with the iron will of President George Bush and the 

American people.  God still uses nations to accomplish His eternal plans. 

 

When we come to the Book of Daniel, we will read about the fulfillment of this prophecy of Jeremiah or 

more precisely about the beginning of its fulfillment because even though the armies that Jeremiah said 

would some from the north did come as the nations which allied themselves with the Medo-Persian empire 

came just as the weeping prophet said they would.  All that is said here about the future of Babylon was not 

accomplished for several centuries.  Jeremiah, for example, says, as did Isaiah before him, that the day will 

come when Babylon will not be inhabited at all but will be a place of terrible desolation- a wilderness, a 

desert, a place where the desert creatures like hyenas and jackals make their dens.  After its fall to Cyrus the 

Mede, the city of Babylon did not become uninhabited immediately.  It remained as an important city for a 

long time, but eventually the Euphrates River changed its course, the area around the great city of Babylon 

became a desert and it fell into ruins. Thus it has remained in accordance with the Word of God. 

 

Now perhaps we can see one of the reasons why Jeremiah was not anxious to take up King 

Nebuchadnezzar's offer of hospitality. Maybe he could already see that "handwriting on the wall." He knew 

all too well what happens when kings want you to say good things and God tells you to say something else. 

He knew that when you tell people what God is saying and it is not what they want to hear, they have a 

terrible tendency to take out their frustration over the message on the messenger. But poor Jeremiah! He 

never had to face an angry Nebuchadnezzar, but he did end up in Egypt facing the very same sentiments. So, 

since Jeremiah wasn't going to Babylon, he sent the message he had written down with Seraiah the son of 

Neriah and told him to do a very "jeremiah-like" thing.  Read the scroll aloud so that every one will know 

what God has said about Babylon and then tie it to a rock and drop it into the Euphrates River and say  "this 

is what Jeremiah says God is going to do to the empire of Babylon." 

 

The public reading of that prophecy would have been for the purpose of putting Babylon on alert that God 

was not going to overlook her idolatry, pride and violence, but it also was for the purpose of giving hope to 

Israel that as they had seen God fulfill all of the prophecies relating to the fall of Jerusalem, so God would 

also fulfill this prophecy and judge her conqueror.  It would also make it easier for the Jews to prepare for 

the day when they would be enabled by the conquerors of Babylon to return to their homeland. 

 

That, I know you noticed, was a pretty important theme of this passage. When the day comes and the exile 

ends, God wants his people to be ready to return to Jerusalem and to the land of Judah. Go to Babylon, that 
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is God's will for now. You will stay for 70 years so settle down and work hard there. But when you see the 

kingdom of Babylon fall, you be the first ones ready to depart because I am going to send you home to Zion. 

That was the message that Jeremiah sent with the captives on their march across the desert to Babylon. 

 

I want to close our time together today by reading to you a Psalm that we have not yet encountered. I will 

read it and then, if you wish, you can go back and spend some time looking at it for yourself. It is Psalm 

137. It was written after the exile in Babylon had ended, but it reflects the feelings of the people at the point 

at which the Book of Jeremiah ends and will be a fitting introduction to the Book of Lamentations which we 

will begin reading tomorrow. Listen to these plaintive words: 

 

"By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion.  There on the poplars 

we hung our harps, for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

they said 'Sing us one of the songs of Zion!' 

 

"How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may 

my right hand forget its skill.  May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember 

you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 

 

"Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did on the day when Jerusalem fell. 'Tear it down' they 

cried, 'Tear it down to its foundations!' 

 

“O daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is he who repays you for what you have 

done to us- he who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks." 

 

Pretty grim stuff huh? But it does reflect the mood of the people of God at the conclusion of the Book of 

Jeremiah and it also shows that as they went into exile they did pay attention to what Jeremiah had said 

about the nations around them- particularly Edom and Babylon. They did believe that God would keep His 

word and judge those nations for what they had done and quite frankly, they couldn't wait. 

 

I only want to say one more thing before we close for today and that is to note once again that "he who lives 

by the sword can reasonably be expected to die by the sword." It was true for every one of the conquering 

nations in Biblical times and it is still just as true today. Might does seem to make right -for a little while at 

least, but there is always someone coming done the pike who is just a little bit mightier than you. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I will talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 63, DAY 4             LAMENTATIONS 1, 2 

 

Good morning. This is pastor Soper. Today we read Lamentations chapters one and two and have read the 

first two of the five lamentations contained in this Book. 

 

The setting of the book is clear enough to us now that we have read the Book of Jeremiah and the accounts 

in the books of Kings and Chronicles of the last days of the city of Jerusalem and the country of Judah 

before the fall to Nebuchadnezzar's armies. 

 

We are not totally certain that the author of the book was Jeremiah himself since the book itself nowhere 
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attaches his name or the name of any one individual to the laments found here. Tradition however ascribes it 

to Jeremiah and there is no reason to question that identification especially in light of the fact that the Book 

of 2 Chronicles  mentions the fact that the weeping prophet Jeremiah composed various laments for the king 

Josiah which became a tradition in Israel and were preserved in a book of laments. Now those laments 

mentioned in 2 Chronicles are definitely not the ones found here bewailing the fall of Jerusalem, but the fact 

that Jeremiah composed such pieces (perhaps inventing a new form of literature) and had them preserved in 

set collections gives great credence to the traditional view that he is behind the ones we find in the Book of 

Lamentations. This is especially credible since we know that he was present when the fall of Jerusalem 

came and that he was the one at that time who would be most likely to put such words on paper and have 

them preserved as a part of the canon of Scripture. 

 

The entire book is poetic and there is a very definite structure to these laments. Chapters 1, 2, 4 and 5 are 

each 22 verses long. That is of course the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet and chapters 1, 2, 3 and 

4 are alphabetic as well, that is each verse begins with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet. That shows 

that they were intended to be committed to memory and recited as poetry. (Maybe these are the songs that 

the Hebrews DID sing by the waters of Babylon!) Chapter 3, the one that does not have 22 verses has 66 

verses, 3 times the number of letters in the alphabet but each verse in chapter 3 has only one line while each 

verse in chapters one and two has three lines making all three laments identical in length! The fourth lament 

is shorter because each of its 22 verses has only two lines and the fifth lament is the shortest of all with 22 

verses of one line each. 

 

The Hebrew title of the book is 'ekah- the word for "HOW" which is the first word of the first two laments 

and in three of the five.  

 

As I was reading today, two words came to my mind. I do not know that they are especially profound or 

important but they are CAUSE and EFFECT for those are the two things I find Jeremiah lamenting here. 

The effects are perhaps most prominent, but he is clearly lamenting the causes as well. 

 

If I can briefly summarize the effects about which he is so broken here, he mentions at least four specific 

things that will recur throughout all five of the laments.  First and foremost of course is the  devastation and 

the exile itself which affected every class and family of people in Jerusalem.  Kings were carried into exile, 

as were princes, religious leaders and priests, prophets and common folk are all mentioned. They have been 

slaughtered and if left alive, carried away. Famine and death are the next results that come to mind and they 

are graphically portrayed in the first two laments- people trade treasures for food and in the most extreme 

cases mothers resort to cannibalizing their own children. 

 

The third thing that I noted in reading these chapters today was the fact that the riches and in particular the 

temple treasures have been carted off to Babylon. Those of you who took the time yesterday to read chapter 

52 of the Book of Jeremiah were given a partial list of the treasures that disappeared to the courts of 

Nebuchadnezzar at that time: the temple vessels, the bronze pillars, the moveable stands and the bronze sea 

all were broken up and carted away.  The censers, the bowls, the lampstands, dishes, the bronze bulls and 

virtually all of the ornamentation of the Temple was removed. The temple treasury was sacked and all of the 

gold and silver- virtually every thing that was transportable and some things that probably would not have 

been considered to be transportable all went. Jerusalem was impoverished. 

 

The last thing that I took special note of by way of effects in these laments was the tragic fact that the whole 

system of temple worship ground to a halt at this point in time. Jeremiah says "the LORD has rejected his 
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altar and abandoned His sanctuary." It was OVER- at least for the next 70 years. 

 

You may remember yesterday I mentioned the fact that the ark is conspicuously absent from any of the 

writings that speak of the destruction of Jerusalem and the removal of its articles of worship and that an 

Ethiopian tradition traces its history to that country at a somewhat later date. It was at the point of the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the cessation of temple worship that some of the Jews who drug an unwilling 

Jeremiah down to Egypt seem to have settles on an island in the Nile River near the present site of the 

Aswan dam. From documents that still exist, written just a few years later we know that there was a temple 

there. That all by itself is astonishing because the only authorized temple the Jews ever had was the one in 

Jerusalem. Nevertheless, there was a Jewish temple where the worship of Jehovah took place on this island 

in the Nile River where a colony of exiled Jews had settled.  I do not think we have any certain knowledge 

as to exactly when that temple was constructed, but it was apparently a model of the one Nebuchadnezzar 

destroyed in Jerusalem.  Its origins may well be traced to exactly the period of time in which these 

Lamentations were written simply because if they could not worship the Lord in Jerusalem, the Jews would 

have felt an overpowering need to worship Him according to the rites of the Mosaic law SOMEWHERE.  

No one ever authorized the building of this renegade temple in Egypt.  It is clear from the Book of Jeremiah 

that we have just finished that the LORD Himself would not have endorsed it because he did not want the 

Jews to go to Egypt in the first place.  They did go and apparently built themselves a rival temple and began 

to worship the Lord there. Later correspondence with the Jewish leaders who returned to Judah after the 

exile shows that the Egyptian Jews promised them that if they were given financial help in rebuilding their 

Elephantine temple (named after the island in which it was located) which the Egyptians had destroyed, they 

would promise not to offer any sacrifices there. Perhaps that means when they originally built it they WERE 

offering sacrifices at the rival temple.  It is fascinating to speculate that may be where the ark of the 

Covenant went.   

 

Well we are getting a bit away from the text of Lamentations here, but I wanted to emphasize how 

devastated the Jews would have felt at the cessation of regular services and sacrifices in the temple after 

Nebuchadnezzar sacked it. Of all the effects of the fall of Jerusalem, I have no doubt that they would have 

unanimously agreed that this was the worst of all.  Forgiveness depended upon sacrifices and if sacrifices 

couldn't be offered, well, that doesn't paint a very pretty picture. 

 

The causes of all these terrible things are variously described by Jeremiah. In chapter 1 he simply said it 

happened because Jerusalem sinned greatly and become unclean. And again, because filthiness has clung to 

the skirts of Jerusalem.  In chapter two it is because Judah has angered the LORD.  The point here of course 

is that nowhere is there any idea this has happened because Babylon is so mighty and powerful or because 

Israel let her armies become too weak to defend herself. What has happened is not political. It is spiritual. It 

is because Israel has rebelled against her God and she is being punished. That is the perspective of the 

prophet and it was accurate in the extreme. 

 

A few moments ago I pulled a book off the shelf of my study. It was written by the great 20th century 

apologist Dr Francis Schaeffer. It's title is Death in the City, and I remembered that he had built the text of 

his work around the life and writings of Jeremiah. His thesis is that the church in our generation needs 

"reformation, revival and constructive revolution."  He draws all kinds of parallels between our age and the 

one in which Jeremiah lived and lamented. The church of our day, he says, is a lot like Jeremiah's 

Jerusalem. She has forgotten what will happen if she walks away from God and she has also forgotten what 

her relationship to God was supposed to be. 
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As I close our time together this morning, I want to read you just one paragraph that struck me like a 

thunderbolt as I reread it- especially in light of what I have already said to you today.  Schaeffer says, 

 "The hand of God is down into our culture in judgment, and men are hungry. Unlike Zeus, whom 

men imagined hurling down great thunderbolts, God has turned away in judgment as our generation turned 

away from Him, and He is allowing CAUSE AND EFFECT TO TAKE ITS COURSE IN HISTORY." 

I think Dr. Schaeffer is right. This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I'll talk with you again 

tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 63, DAY 5                   LAMENTATIONS 3, 4 and 5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished the writings of Jeremiah by reading Lamentations 

3-5, and I must tell you that I for one have some mixed emotions as we do.  On the one hand I am very glad 

to finish with this material because it so sad and tragic.  It is a little bit depressing to read day after day of so 

much trouble, rejection, disaster, and judgment.  It is no wonder that as he writes chapter 3, Jeremiah is in 

the grips of a deep depression.  He has experienced all kinds of maltreatment, privation, and rejection.  

When he prays, it seems that God answers only with more judgment upon his rebellious people.  To put it 

very simply Jeremiah doesn't believe that he can take much more of this.  In reading Jeremiah and 

Lamentations, we have seen the ultimate destruction of what godlessness and sin will do to a nation and it is 

a very unpleasant sight.  Frankly I want to look away from it for a while now.  That is all the more so as I 

suspect it could be a kind of prophecy of what will happen to our nation if we do not repent. 

 

One the other hand, I have come to appreciate this faithful prophet far more than every before.  I feel like I 

know him a little now and there is much about him that attracts me.  Jeremiah is a man of great discipline 

and obedience.  He has, at the command of God, done many things that I would have rebelled at doing.  He 

has been faithful at enormous personal expense.  He has a tenacity that I covet for myself and for you.  

Branded unfairly as a traitor to his king and country, he just hangs on fearlessly and says whatever God tells 

him, regardless of the consequences.  I have learned a great deal from Jeremiah and I will for that reason be 

sorry to leave him. 

 

I want to begin this morning by calling your attention to the third lament where Jeremiah pulls back the 

curtain, as it were, and lets us look into his own heart and mind.  He is broken but not destroyed, 

discouraged but not totally despondent.  This lament reminded me of some of the Psalms of David we have 

read not only for its blatant honesty as he prays in effect, "God, I'm hurting badly here" but also for what the 

prophet says about his depression. 

 

First like David in the Psalms, he is honest enough to talk about it and of course the one with whom he talks 

is God Himself.  Sometimes I get depressed, and I'll bet you are human enough  it happens to you from time 

to time as well.  Well, Jeremiah was mightily depressed when he wrote this lament (and he had more reason 

to be depressed than you or I will ever have. If the old spiritual, "Nobody knows the trouble I've seen, 

nobody knows but Jesus" hadn't been written by an American slave, it could have been written by Jeremiah 

and no one could have challenged his claim!) But Jeremiah, like King David, does the right thing with his 

depression.  He takes it straight to the Lord in prayer.  He tells God exactly how he feels.  He gets it off his 

chest.  "I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit.  You heard my plea:...  You came near 

when I called you, and you said, 'Do not fear.'"  That message, "do not fear," recurs over and over and over 

and over again in the Bible.  Almost whenever a servant of the Lord cries out in despondency or 

discouragement or fear, these words come back from God, "Don't be afraid for I am with you." 
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Then, after he had poured out his heart and told God exactly how he felt, Jeremiah's mind turns to what he 

knows to be true about God from scripture.  Verse 21 of the third lamentation is as important to me as any in 

this whole little Book: "Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope ... Because of the Lord's great love 

we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness.  I say to myself, 'The Lord is my  portion; therefore I will wait for him.'"  What follows is a 

whole string of quotations and references to many of the Psalms.  When Jeremiah is in the pit of despair, he 

is honest enough to admit it.  Then he starts to test his thinking and his mood by what he knows about God 

and His ways and his conclusion is therefore I have hope!! 

 

There is a good example of King David doing precisely this same thing in Psalm 73 and another referred to 

in the story of him returning to the town of Ziklag only to discover that the town has been attacked.  The 

families of all his men had been taken captive.  Everything else being stolen or destroyed, and his men read 

to lynch him because it is all his fault.  The scripture said at that point David "encouraged himself in the 

Lord."  That is a great description of what is going on in Lamentations 3! 

 

There is even a hint of an imprecatory Psalm here at the very end of chapter 3 when David cries out.  O 

Lord, you have heard what my enemies have said, you know their taunts and their mocking words.  "Pay 

them back, ... O Lord .... May your curse be on them!  Pursue them in anger and destroy them from under 

the heavens of the Lord." 

 

I am sure you also noted in chapter 4 the bitterness that Jeremiah and the Israelites felt toward the 

inhabitants of Edom who had assisted the Babylonians during the siege of Jerusalem, and who had gloated 

over the fate of Judah after the fall of the holy city.  Jeremiah warns the Edomites that God will remember 

their treachery. 

 

If you should wander into a Jewish synagogue in the middle of July, you will probably hear these five 

poems of Lamentations being read aloud.  That happens each year to mark the anniversary of the destruction 

of the temple in 587 B.C. and to remember the destruction of the second temple in 70 A.D. as well. 

 

Our time with Jeremiah now has ended.  I wonder what you will take away from these studies.  First I am 

sure you will take with you a better understanding of the history of Judah in the last years before the fall of 

Jerusalem in 586 B.C.  Jeremiah prophesied during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah: Josiah, 

Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah.  The prophets in Judah with whom he was contemporary 

were Habakkuk and Zephaniah, (we'll look at their Books very shortly) and Daniel and Ezekiel followed 

very closely after him.  They prophesy in Babylon.  The politics of the Near East were in real turmoil 

throughout his career with the baton of ascendancy passing back and forth from Assyria to Egypt to 

Babylon.  Ashurbanipal and Necho and Nebuchadnezzar were the foreign dictators of note.  The history will 

stay with you, I hope. 

 

Next I hope you will leave this study with a profound respect for the weeping prophet who faithfully 

interceded for his people even though he knew they weren't going to listen to his message and were going to 

persecute him mercilessly.  Jeremiah allowed his own heart to be broken on behalf of the people he loved so 

much.  For them he prayed and prayed and prayed.  When was the last time you and I laid down and wept 

over the sins of our people?  We need to be more like Jeremiah. 

 

The images of Jeremiah's prophecy are going to stay with me for a very long time.  The broken cisterns, the 
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loin cloth, the potter and the clay, the shattered jar, Jeremiah sitting in the temple court with his hands and 

feet in the wooden stock, the two baskets of figs, the burning scroll and the land deed tucked inside the 

pottery jar (which by the way is exactly how the Dead Sea scrolls were found.  They were tucked inside jars 

of pottery).  All of these images will blaze in my memory for a very long time. 

 

Perhaps most of all, I will leave Jeremiah with a greater appreciation of the fact that the Lord is sovereign 

over the nations and will accomplish his purposes among the nations!  I will remember that just staying in 

close proximity to the temple of the Lord is no protection unless our hearts are full of obedience to His will 

and His word.  The image of Johanan and his friends saying, just tell us what God wants and we'll be sure to 

obey it and then turning right around after Jeremiah spoke God's words and saying, "We don't have to listen 

to you."  That is a powerful image for me and a very sobering one too.  God's anger burned against those 

rebellious fools.  I do not want to ever stand in their shoes!! 

 

I wish we knew for certain what happened to Jeremiah down there in Egypt.  Perhaps the traditions are right 

and he was martyred for his faith in God.  It isn't hard to believe that scenario.  How thankful I am that he 

wrote down God's word for us to feed upon and grow. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again next week. 

 

 

 

  


