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WEEK 62, DAY 1                JEREMIAH 30 and 31 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 62 of Know the Word.  Today you read 

Jeremiah 30 and 31 and noticed, I am sure, a mighty contrast to nearly everything that has gone before it in 

this Book.  Some of the scholars call these two chapters of Jeremiah "the Book of Comfort" because here, 

more than any place else in his prophecy, Jeremiah actually brings hope to the desperate situation of his 

people. 

 

Here, Jeremiah almost sounds like Isaiah who despite his ability to see the coming fall of Judah to Babylon, 

spent a good bit of his Book encouraging and building hope because he also saw beyond the exile to the 

coming of God's Messiah.  Jeremiah here, at least, does the same for his people.  Do you remember God's 

call to Jeremiah, recorded for us all the way back at the beginning of the Book?  When he was called to be a 

prophet, God told Jeremiah he would uproot and pull down nations.  The whole Book so far has been 

focused upon these activities.  But God also told Jeremiah he would build and plant and that is what these 

two chapters are all about! 

 

Now there can be little doubt that the Jews who came back from Babylon after the 70 year exile would have 

considered their experience to be the fulfillment of Jeremiah's words.  Nevertheless, some portions of these 

chapters clearly point even further into the future than the return from Babylon which resulted in the 

rebuilding of Judah's cities just as chapter 31 predicts.  For one thing, chapter 31 says that the rebuilt city of 

Jerusalem will be established permanently - they will not be thrown down ever again!  Since the city walls 

rebuilt by Nehemiah did get thrown down again in 70 AD by the armies of Rome, these verses at least must 

be pointing to something later - perhaps the reestablishment that has taken place since 1948 as the Jews for 

the first time since 70 AD have been returned to live in their homeland, perhaps even further into the future 

to something that is yet to come. 

 

There is one other feature of chapter 31 that forces us to "push" the fulfillment of this prophecy beyond the 

return from the Babylonian exile and that, of course, is the "new covenant" paragraph in chapter 31.  Ezra 

the scribe who led the returning exiles would have prayed for the fulfillment of these words and sought to 

apply them to his day as would Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, but Jesus Christ Himself gave us the definitive 

interpretation when He took this passage and tied it to His own death upon the cross.  It would be very 

difficult for me this morning to over-emphasize the importance of Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Please carefully note 

both its presence and its content.  It is that important.  "In that day" God says, "I will establish a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah...I will put my law in their inward parts and write it 

in their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.  They shall teach no more.  Every man his 

neighbor saying know the Lord, for they shall all know me from the least of them to the greatest...for I will 

forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more."  Now I want for us to note the specifics of this new 

covenant especially as it compares to the old (Mosaic) covenant established with God's people on Mt. Sinai. 

 First, it would be different from the covenant that their fathers had broken.  The implication, at least, is that 

the new covenant would succeed where the old one failed.  Second, it would involve an internationalization 

of the law - a placing of the law in the hearts of its subjects - an inward transformation would occur so that 

the subjects of this new covenant would truly know the Lord in a way which before had not been possible 

because this law was external.  Third, it (i.e. the new covenant) would be for everyone from the least to the 

greatest (not just for priests, perhaps not just even for Jews).  Finally, Jeremiah's words point to the fact that 

this new covenant would deal with sin in a complete and effective way - not just covering it over, as the 

sacrificial system of the Old Testament had done, but finally definitively dealing with sin, finishing it! 
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When Jesus stood before His disciples on the night before His crucifixion, He took the cup and said, "This 

cup is the new covenant of my blood."  There is no possibility that He could have been thinking of anything 

other than Jeremiah 31, Christ's saw His own death as the fulfilled of this passage.  His new covenant 

superseded the old one on Mt. Sinai.  With the coming of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts, our hearts 

were transformed and the law was internalized so that we truly know the Lord in a way that had never 

before been possible.  The new covenant that Jesus bought and paid for with His blood in not just for priests 

or even just for Jews but for everyone so that the stated intention of God in Exodus 19 as Israel stood before 

Mt. Sinai -- that they should become a holy nation and a kingdom of priest is actually realized in the church 

-- a peculiar people, a holy nation, a kingdom of priests (cf. I Peter 2).  The final provision according to 

Jeremiah is that sin is dealt with in a final and definitive way and that of course is exactly what happened at 

Calvary when Christ turned aside the wrath of God forever!  When He cried out, "It is finished" it was. 

 

That seems to me to be what is involved when Jesus instituted the new covenant and gave to His disciples 

and to us the Eucharistic celebration to help us remember and understand it. 

 

I do need to tell you though that some Bible students would have a little difficulty with the interpretation 

that I have just given you, because I have assumed that these words refer to the church of Jesus Christ, not 

just to the physical nations of Israel: Ephraim and Judah.  We have noted before that the relationship 

between Israel in the Old Testament and the church in the New Testament is a problematic one.  Some 

people (we call them dispensationalists) want to keep them completely separate: Whatever God says to 

Israel applies only to Israel and never to the church.  On that understanding Jeremiah 31 is thrilling but is 

not for us.  Others work with the assumption that the church in the New Testament completely takes the 

place of the Old Testament nation of Israel so that every promise made to Israel finds its complete 

fulfillment in the church and only in the church.  On this view whatever does or does not happen in the 

modern day nation of Israel may hold interest for us, but it has no theological significance whatever because 

God is finished with the nation.  The Israel of God (to use Paul's phrase from the epistle to the Galatians) is 

the church.  There is a third camp (and it is the one in which I find myself) which sees an overlap between 

Israel and the church. 

 

Much of what the Old Testament promises to Israel as the covenant people of God in the Old Testament is 

now applicable to the new Israel - the covenant people of God who have exercised faith and are obeying 

Him now.  We are the ones who according to the Book of Romans have been grafted into the olive tree by 

the grace of God.  But at the end of the age (the passage in Romans 9-11 is one of the strong supports for 

this view) God will do a new thing with the physical nation of Israel and many (Romans says "all Israel") 

will be saved.  At that time some of the Old Testament prophecies relating to the land and people will be 

fulfilled and the church (the new Israel) and the nation of Israel will experience a merging of identity. 

 

What all of this means for us as Bible students is that when we encounter Old Testament prophecies made 

to the nation of Israel we need to be very careful about how we apply them.  "Rightly dividing the word of 

truth" will always mean carefully looking to see if the New Testament gives us any help with the 

interpretation.  In this case, the words of Jesus are the key that unlocks Jeremiah's words about the new 

covenant.  We can be very confident of our interpretation because we base it on Jesus own words. 

 

Did you notice the words about Ramah and Rachel weeping for her children?  Rachel's tomb was located in 

Ramah about five miles north of Jerusalem.  This verse of course is mentioned by Matthew in conjunction 

with the account of King Herod killing all the male children in the area of Bethlehem to try to do away with 

the newborn King of the Jews that the wisemen had alerted him to.  Matthew cites the Jeremiah passage 
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more as a type than as an actual prophecy for Jeremiah is not looking forward to Christ but back to the 

destruction of Samaria in 722 BC. 

 

The words with which the chapters we read today began are significant for us in our study.  God said, Write 

these words in a book, Jeremiah.  Several more times this week we are going to encounter God commanding 

Jeremiah to write things down.  The Bible that you and I hold in our hands today is the record of the written 

revelation of God.  He told Moses to write down his words and preserve them for future generations of the 

faithful.  When Joshua followed Moses he too was told first of all to pay attention - careful attention to all 

the words already written down in the book.  That was just about the first thing that God said to Joshua - 

right after "Moses my servant is dead...Joshua, it is your turn." Now you pay attention to what is written. 

But before they had gone very far along, God was saying to Joshua, now you write these things down in the 

book and preserve them for future generations.  All through the Old Testament era, as God revealed His will 

and His ways to the people of Israel, it was always, write these things in the book!  That book is our Bible 

and that Bible is the record of God dealing with His people down through all the ages.  That is why it is so 

precious to us.  That is why you and I are doing "Know the Word." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 62, DAY 2                        JEREMIAH 32-33 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Jeremiah chapters 32 and 33.  What a wonderful 

experience reading this book carefully is turning out to be.  I don't know this for sure, but I suspect that 

many, maybe most of you, were pretty unfamiliar with this book before we began to read it together a few 

weeks ago. As for myself, even though I have read the book through several times before, I have never had 

the opportunity to study it the way I am doing now. I am gaining much from this experience and I hope and 

pray that you are as well. 

 

As is my custom, I came away from this morning's reading singing in my heart and with my lips, two 

wonderful choruses from God's Word that I have learned in recent years. Reading the very words that I 

sometimes sing in worship in the context of the passages from which they have been taken somehow makes 

them even more alive and powerful to sing.  The first one is found in chapter 32. We sing it often in our 

worship services: 

 

 "Ah Lord God, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth 

 by Thy great power. Ah Lord God, Thou hast made the  

 heavens and the earth by Thine outstretched arm. 

 Nothing is too difficult for Thee, nothing is too difficult 

 for Thee - great and mighty God, great in counsel - mighty 

 in deed; nothing, nothing absolutely nothing, nothing is 

 impossible for Thee." 

 

Now when you sing that song, you can picture the prophet Jeremiah. 

 

Under arrest in the courtyard of King Zedekiah, taking the deed to a piece of property that he has bought 

from a relative just outside the city of Jerusalem. He has bought the property in the certain knowledge that 

within weeks it will be worthless because Judah is going to be totally decimated by the invading 
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Babylonians and taken off into captivity. Jeremiah buys the property that his relative is turning into cash to 

use himself when the crisis hits (cash that Jeremiah could have used himself, I'm pretty sure). Anyway, 

Jeremiah is taking the deed and placing it into a strong clay pot that will preserve it from deterioration 

during the seven long decades that will intervene before the deed will be of any use to anyone.  He is acting 

on faith that God's promise to return the Jews to the land after the captivity of 70 years will come to pass.  

As he puts the document into the pot he prays, "Ah Lord God, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by 

Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm. Nothing is impossible for Thee..." Nothing - not even the 

restoration of a country that has been totally destroyed!  Now that you know where that chorus comes from, 

it's my guess that singing that chorus will mean more to you than ever before. 

 

I don't know if Jeremiah argued a bit with God about buying that field, but I'm sure that I would not have 

wanted to do it. When the whole world is falling apart and just having food to eat is looking like a big 

problem, I would want to have good liquid cash on hand so that I could buy the things I needed. But God 

said, ‘Jeremiah, give away your money and buy some worthless land, there is a point that I want to make to 

the people.’ So Jeremiah obeyed. 

 

By now, he has been thoroughly branded as a traitor to his country. The king hates (and fears) him. The 

false prophets have convinced the people that Jeremiah does not speak for God and may even be on the 

payroll of Nebuchadnezzar.  He is charged with killing the morale of the Israelites. Everybody, it seems, 

except a few people like his faithful scribe Baruch, hates him. Wouldn't you like to be a prophet? 

 

The second chorus we sing has its roots in chapter 33. In the midst of death and destruction, Jeremiah says 

you can be sure that God has promised that one day people will again come to a rebuilt temple to bring 

thank offerings. And when they do they will sing,  "O give thanks to the Lord for He is good and His 

steadfast love endures forever..."(repeat). The really incredible thing here is that Jeremiah is teaching the 

choirs to sing a chorus at a time when there is absolutely nothing that they can possibly think to rejoice and 

give thanks about. It's like holding a praise meeting on the decks of the Titanic after the last life boat has 

already been launched.  

 

It is faith and faith alone that allows Jeremiah to buy a field and teach his people a song of thanksgiving at a 

time when he is under arrest as a traitor and the Babylonian armies are literally at the gates of the city. By 

faith he gives out and then clings to the promise of God that not only will there be a return to Jerusalem, but 

the day is coming when a descendent of David will sit upon the throne and govern in such a way that 

Jerusalem's name will be known as "the Lord our Righteousness" - Jehovah Tsidkenu.   Now several 

thoughts come to me all at once about this remarkable passage in chapter 33.  The first is this - many of you 

have seen this name "the Lord our Righteousness" listed in books which talk about all the names for God 

that are found in the Bible. We can remember some of the names we have already discovered in our weeks 

of reading God's Word together; there was Jehovah, of course, and Elohim and some remarkable compound 

names like Jehovah Nissi - the Lord our Banner (that was in Exodus and denotes images of the battlefield), 

Jehovah-Jireh - the Lord will provide (that one came from Genesis 22 and makes us think about Abraham 

looking up just as God is saying to him, ‘Don't sacrifice Isaac, and seeing the ram in the thicket), Jehovah 

Sabbaoth - the Lord of Hosts, and others. This name is a bit different, in that while the others were directly 

given as names of God - either names that He gave himself or, as in the case of Jehovah Jireh, names that 

the faithful gave to Him, this name - Jehovah Tsidkenu - the Lord our Righteousness is actually given in the 

text not as a name of God but as a name of Jerusalem and therefore of its people. It comes as a part of a 

prophecy and what we are to understand by it is that there will be a time when the people of Jerusalem are 

so thoroughly connected to the Lord that the very name of their city will reflect that relationship.  So then, 
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when you see this name of God listed you will know that it is different from all the others in respect to its 

origin.  It tells us more about the nature of His relationship with us than it does about His own nature and 

attributes. 

 

The second thing that this passage emphasizes is the unbreakable nature of God's commitment to the 

covenant is such that He establishes a covenant and He will not break it no matter what the people do.  The 

covenant he established with Abram and later with Moses and David was one that Israel broke.  They 

trampled all over the things that they agreed to do in respect to keeping the covenant.  They broke it.  But 

God has no intention whatever of forgetting about the things to which He has committed himself. 

(Remember the verse in the New Testament that says, "Though we are faithless, yet he remains faithful.") 

So, God says, ‘I am still going to keep all of the promises I made to Abraham, to Moses, and to David.  If 

you can break my covenant with the day and the night so that they no longer come around with predictable 

regularity, then just maybe I will think about breaking the promises I made to Israel.’  That is God's attitude 

toward the promises He has made.   

 

What are the implications of this for us?  Well first of all, we can expect that God's ruler- a son of David 

will sit upon the throne and rule the house of Israel forever.  Jesus is that ruler and He is ruling now and He 

will rule visibly and physically upon the earth at the time of the millennial kingdom.  Just how literally all of 

the prophecies of Jeremiah, Isaiah, and the other prophets, will be fulfilled is a legitimate question and one 

which will not be settled here in this recording (or in any other recording that I produce for you in this 

series), but they will be fulfilled. Some Bible students who are called ‘amillennialists’ believe that the 

present rule of Christ over His church will continue forever - through the present age and on into the age to 

come -adequately fulfills these prophecies so we have no need to expect a literal reign upon the earth during 

a  millennial age. Others like me believe that there will be a literal millennial, a kingdom in which Christ 

will reign upon the earth from the city of Jerusalem - Jehovah-Tsidkenu, but do not expect that a literal 

sacrificial system will be reinstituted in the temple of Jerusalem. I personally hold that view because of 

some specific teaching in the book of Hebrews which we will read in due time and which reminds us that 

Christ's sacrifice on the cross finished the work of sacrifice. There is no need for any more sacrifices, and 

any return to that way of doing things is to undermine the effectiveness of what Jesus Christ did on Calvary. 

Still others take passages like this one to build a case for a reinstitution of the whole temple system in 

Jerusalem at the end of this age and on into the millennial age. 

 

Just how God will fulfill all of His promises may be a debatable thing, but we may be absolutely certain that 

He will keep them and that each and every promise God made to Abraham, Moses, David - and to you will 

be fulfilled.  That of course is the other thing that we may walk away from this passage believing - that 

every promise contained by the Word of God which pertains to you and me will also be fulfilled. "God" the 

great missionary David Livingston once said, "is an honorable gentleman.  He never breaks His word." 

 

I am very sure that when the Jews returned from the Babylonian captivity, they thought that they were 

experiencing the fulfillment of all of the promises of Jeremiah. They were experiencing the fulfillment of 

some of them, but the throne was not reestablished and a son of David did not rule in Jerusalem either 

temporarily or permanently from that point onward. That forces us to the view that the latter part of Chapter 

33 was not a prophecy of the return from the Babylonian exile at all, but of something that would come 

much later and involve a son of David named Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

As a matter of interest, we should take note of the relative who came to Jeremiah to ask the prophet to buy 

the field.  He refers in the course of his approach to Jeremiah's "right and duty to buy it." This, of course, is 
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a reference to the concept of the kinsman redeemer that we met a while ago when we studied the Book of 

Ruth. Boaz functioned as the kinsman redeemer in that story, but before he could do so he first had to offer 

the privilege of redemption to a relative who was closer than he was to the family of Ruth's husband. The 

custom existed to protect the right of a family to keep its own property within the confines of relatives who 

were as close as possible to the people whose economic need forced its sale. The assumption behind all of 

this is that a person would never dispose of family property unless absolutely compelled to do so by poverty 

and debt. In such cases, the nearest relatives were responsible to redeem the property, awaiting the year of 

jubilee when it would be restored to its original owner. 

 

A verse of Scripture that I heard often in the years that I was growing up was Jeremiah 33:3.   "Call to me 

and I will answer you and tell you great and mighty things you do not know."  That was always cited as an 

encouragement to prayer and so it is for in Jeremiah's situation nothing could be harder to conceive of than a 

situation of health and healing in Jerusalem, but that was exactly what God was promising the faithful 

prophet. I know that I have frequently encouraged you to do this, but at the risk of being a bit redundant, let 

me once again say to you that if you have not recently sat down and specifically meditated on the many 

wonderful promises the Scripture contains which refer to you and every other child of God, you ought to 

take time and do that just as soon as we have finished speaking.  Very few things will encourage your heart 

more than a season of meditation upon the great and wonderful promises of God's word. Some of them will 

surely seem remote and some of them may seem absolutely impossible. But God says, "Call on me and I 

will show you great and mighty things – things you do not know.” 

 

There is just one last thing I want to say to you this morning.  God's unwillingness to give up on the people 

that He had chosen to be His own is a wonderful picture of the way that He deals with us both corporately 

as the church and individually as believers.  God may bring punishment upon a believer or a group of 

believers who are acting in rebellion against His will and Word, but God does not simply give up and walk 

away from the people upon whom His love has been set - “though we are faithless, yet he remains faithful” 

and He will do whatever is necessary to chasten and then restore the ones who belong to Him.  That is a 

very comforting thought to me, though I have to confess there have been times in my Christian life when it 

has also been a very disturbing thought.  How is it for you today? 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 62, DAY 3                       JEREMIAH 34 - 36 

 

Good morning this is Pastor Soper. Today we read Jeremiah 34, 35 and 36.  The first thing that I need to tell 

you, although I'm certain that you have this all figured out by now, is that these three chapters are not in 

chronological order. Chapter 34 concerns the events of the last year or so of the life of the city of Jerusalem 

before the fall in 586 B.C.  Chapters 35 and 36 concern things that happened earlier during Jehoiakim's 

reign. I do not know why the chapters are out of chronological order, but I thought it important to mention it 

to you. It may save a little bit of confusion. 

 

Having taken care of that bit of housekeeping, we will try to handle the events described in the order in 

which they occurred - exactly reverse of the order in which they are written down! We begin then with the 

scroll burning incident recorded in Chapter 36. It occurred in the 4th year of Jehoiakim's reign. That was a 

pretty important year. It was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign and it was the same year that Jeremiah 

had the revelation that is recorded back in Chapter 25. That was when Jeremiah told the king and people 
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that because of their repeated disobedience they would fall to Nebuchadnezzar. It was a busy year for 

Jeremiah because he also brought a message about Egypt to the people in that same year - the year that 

Nebuchadnezzar defeated the armies of the Egyptian Pharaoh Neco at Carchemish. That message is written 

down for us in Jeremiah 46. The year by the way is 605 B.C., nearly 20 years before the events of Chapter 

34! 

 

That is significant because even then poor Jeremiah was in big trouble with his king and country. Jeremiah 

gets a message from the Lord. Characteristically it begins with this instruction: write this down. Prophets 

heard those words a lot and you and I need to be glad they did because a large portion of our Bible is 

comprised of the words they obediently recorded.  So Jeremiah writes down the message - actually it was 

his scribe Baruch who wrote the words that Jeremiah dictated - onto the scroll. Then Baruch - faithful man 

that he was - got to exercise the dubious privilege of going to the Temple and reading the words aloud to the 

people who were gathered there for worship. He had to do it because Jeremiah was restricted - not allowed 

to go to the Temple because he was such a trouble maker. Whether or not he was already under arrest and 

confined to the king's courtyard or not I cannot say. Perhaps he was just forbidden access to the Temple. 

That is the view that I am inclined to take but the point is that already, almost 20 years before Jerusalem's 

fall, Jeremiah is ostracized and kept away from the Temple and the people. 

 

The reason for his exclusion from the precincts of the Temple is probably related to the incident recorded 

back in Chapter 19 when he smashed the clay vessel at the Temple and then told all the people that is what 

God was going to do to Judah.  I think that I could endure persecution and rejection and mistreatment for a 

while at least - a year or two or three, but Jeremiah was in that position for many, many years. But he 

remained faithful.  Incredibly, Baruch also remained faithful with his friend and mentor Jeremiah.  He had 

the courage to go and read the words that he knew would create a terrible stir.  

 

The questioning process that followed is very interesting.  The words (which we are not given - but which 

undoubtedly are very similar to if not identical with some of the messages already recorded in this book) fill 

the officials with fear when they hear them. The people have already heard them and they want to know one 

thing. Where did these words come from? Did Jeremiah dictate this message? Then before taking the scroll 

to the king, they instruct Baruch and Jeremiah to go and hide so that in his fury the king will not execute 

them.   Now here is what interests me about all of this. In spite of the fact that these people did not support 

God's prophet, in spite of the fact that they refused to obey his message and heed his words, it is evident to 

me that they knew full well that Jeremiah was actually speaking for and on behalf of Jehovah God.  If 

someone else wrote the scroll, they are prepared to dismiss - a crackpot- a prophet of doom to whom we 

should not listen - but if Jeremiah wrote them, well then this was something serious - something about 

which to be afraid and something that despite the predictable outcome the king ought to know about.  They 

don't like what Jeremiah says - they wish he would just go away - they will publicly oppose him - probably 

because of their fear of the king, but they do know that he really speaks for God and they are afraid to harm 

him or to allow the king to harm him.  If they just hated Jeremiah and wanted him out of the way they would 

not have taken the precaution of making sure he was hidden before they went to the king!  For nearly 20 

more year this routine continues and yet no one is prepared to take Jeremiah out to assassinate him or cut 

out his tongue and silence him. It's because they really knew he was truly speaking for God and they were 

afraid to silence him. 

 

I think there are a lot of people like that around us today. When they hear us speaking the Word of God to 

them they do not like it. They wish we would just go away. They do not want to listen and they are certainly 

not prepared to do what we tell them God wants them to do. But deep down inside they know it is true. That 
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is the very reason we must not stop speaking to them. That is the reason that for another 20 years Jeremiah 

had to go on talking. Just because they really knew he was speaking for God and because as long as they 

knew there was a chance - just a chance - that someone would respond and begin to obey him.  

 

The really sad part of the story is when the words were finally read to the king - he and the people who were 

closest to him were not afraid - they showed no fear - only anger. It looks to me like the officials who took 

him the scroll were hoping that the king would listen and obey - that he would put on sackcloth and repent. 

But he would not - so they would not either. They begged him not to burn the scroll when they saw that was 

his intention, but he would not listen so the words of God were consumed by a flaming fire. Jehoiakim 

hadn't learned - just as many others since have not learned that you can't make God's Word go away simply 

by burning it!  At God's command Jeremiah just wrote the words down again and added a terrible postscript 

which sealed the fate of Jehoiakim. This action of burning God's Word was the reason that he died a terrible 

death and was succeeded on the throne of Judah not by his son but by his brother. 

 

The incident recorded in Chapter 35 probably took place sometime later, but still during the reign of 

Jehoiakim who reigned for another 8 years. The Recabites were a nomadic tribal group related to the 

Kenites who lived near and often among the Israelites. They were historically friendly to the people of God 

and you may recall were mentioned several times in the books of Judges and I Samuel. 

 

Jeremiah, apparently in the presence of some of the religious officials of the Temple, offered them some 

wine to drink and they refused citing the commandments laid down upon them by their ancestor Jonadab, a 

man who nearly 250 years before Jeremiah had helped King Jehu destroy Baal worship in the Northern 

Kingdom. That reform, though very temporary was one of the few good things that was even done in the 

realm of public religion by any king in the northern realm. Jonadab made his descendants swear to abstain 

from wine and to live in tents instead of houses and for the next 250 years they kept that promise. My 

curiosity nearly overwhelms me here - I would love to know why he made them promise to live in tents – 

but the Bible does not tell us that. What we are told is that Jeremiah's object lesson - using the Recabites 

was intended to show that some people at least had remained true to the vows they had made from 

generation to generation. The Recabites were faithful. The Israelites were faithless.  Because of their 

faithfulness here, Jeremiah prophecies that Jonadab the son of Recab will never fail to have a man to serve 

the Lord.  A footnote in my study Bible tells me that various Jewish traditions record for us that after the 

Temple was rebuilt the Recabites were still around and were given special duties to perform in the new 

Temple. 

 

The most interesting chapter we read today however is definitely the 34th chapter because it gives us a 

pretty good picture into the state of things in Jerusalem during the last 15 months or so before the walls fell. 

Nebuchadnezzar's army was swallowing up Judah. Only three cities, Jerusalem, Lachish and Azekah were 

still holding out and they had siege works laid up against their walls. Things got so bad in Jerusalem, that in 

preparation for the final stage of the conflict, an edict was issued from the king that all the slaves were to be 

freed. I am pretty sure there would have been two motives for that action. First, Zedekiah was probably 

hoping that if he started acting in accordance with righteousness, God would change his mind and spare 

Jerusalem. Second, he probably would also have been hoping that free men would fight harder in defense of 

the city than slaves and in that hope he was probably correct.  So the emancipation proclamation was issued 

- more for political than moral reasons (that may sound familiar to students of American history as well, but 

we probably should not get sidetracked on that issue here) and lo and behold, a very strange thing happened! 

The Babylonian siege was lifted. Nebuchadnezzar withdrew his armies and marched them south- not 

because he cared a fig about what the Israelite king was doing with his slaves, but because the Egyptian 
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Pharaoh - still licking his wounds from a first class beating that Nebuchadnezzar had given him a few years 

before, had ventured out of his cave and was posing a military threat on the southern frontier of 

Nebuchadnezzar's empire. 

 

Figuring he could deal easily enough with Judah later (he had already decimated the country and was 

merely marking time until he starved Zedekiah out of his city) Nebuchadnezzar moved his army south and 

sent a letter to the Jewish king promising that he would return soon enough. 

 

Now if you were the Jewish king, what would you do next?  Affirm the freedom of the slaves and thank 

God that He had responded to your sincere act of repentance, right?  If you'd ever read the book of Exodus 

that's what you would do. But maybe Zedekiah and his advisers had never done that because they acted 

instead like the Pharaoh with whom Moses had so much to do.  As soon as the immediate threat was gone, 

they reneged on the promise and put the slaves back into bondage.  That is the background of the message 

that Jeremiah brings in Chapter 34.  Moses’ law provided for the possibility of a man falling so badly into 

debt that he had nothing left to sell but the service of his own body. The law strictly prohibited what we 

would call permanent slavery however and stipulated that after the man had worked off his debt he was to 

be freed. In no case could such an indentured servitude last longer than seven years. After that the slave had 

to be freed. That was the law of God, but that is not what the Jews were practicing. They had instituted a 

full fledged system of slave labor. As far back as Solomon's day it had been coming. His public works 

projects demanded more labor than could be mobilized without forced labor and in the days of Rehoboam 

his son, the system was institutionalized; slavery came in. It continued throughout the period of the Hebrew 

kings in both the northern and southern kingdoms. 

 

The Bible never tells us this, but I think that in this chapter we are witnessing the very last chance that Judah 

had to repent. They take one baby step in the direction of righteousness and repentance - probably for all the 

wrong motives - but almost immediately Nebuchadnezzar has a road call to make a hundred miles to the 

south. Was that a coincidence?  Not if you believe in the sovereignty of God. Now for the big question - the 

one the Bible never addresses except in principle - what would have happened if Zedekiah had kept his 

word and left the slaves as freemen.  I wonder if Nebuchadnezzar might not have gotten another road call 

this time a thousand miles from Jerusalem.  But it didn't happen because Zedekiah broke his word to the 

slaves and put them back in bondage and Jeremiah says - ‘God is going to give the order and bring the 

Babylonians back and this time they will finish the job.  Zedekiah, you are finished. "I will lay to waste the 

towns of Judah so that no one can live there." 

 

There was a very popular folk song back in the sixties when I was growing up - the punch line of the song 

which was repeated over and over again was this: "When will they ever learn? When will they ever learn?"  

That fits Judah pretty well. Jeremiah could have written that song. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 62, DAY 4              JEREMIAH 37-39 and 40:1-6 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Jeremiah chapters 37-39 and the first six verses of 

Chapter 40. With them we have come to the last weeks of the siege of Jerusalem. 

 

At the time that Nebuchadnezzar withdrew his army to deal with the threat created by the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
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there must have been a brief period of euphoria.  Jeremiah was during this time apparently free to come and 

go among the people of Jerusalem and Zedekiah who for so long had denied that Jeremiah was truly 

speaking for the Lord sent messengers to Jeremiah to find out what the Lord might say about what would 

happen next. Amazing isn't it?  Well Jeremiah told him though I'm very sure that he would have preferred 

not to.  He sent the king the message he got back from God.  Right away Jeremiah was in trouble again.  

Human nature being what it is, we have a terrible tendency to shoot the messenger who brings us the bad 

news even if he has nothing to do with being responsible for it. It is still that way today.  Jeremiah knew all 

about it. 

 

If it were not so tragic, Jeremiah's dealings with Zedekiah in these last weeks of the king's reign would be 

really comic. I don't like what you say so I will put you in prison or let you be dropped down a well.  But I 

desperately want to know what is going to happen and I know you really do speak for God, so let's talk - in 

secret of course.  If you tell anyone I'll deny it and kill you - but let's talk anyway.  Ludicrous isn't it, but the 

very same story happens again when Herod imprisons John the Baptist and then keeps running down to the 

dungeon to talk to him. I hate what you say but I know it's true.  The very same thing still goes on today in 

hundreds and thousands of situations in which non-Christians in trouble run back to the church or to the 

people of God for advice and then blindly and foolishly refuse to act upon it, even though they know for 

sure it's right.  

 

Friends, it would not be hard at all to stop right here and preach a sermon, but that is definitely not what this 

tape series is for so I will try to contain myself.  But mark it well - this is exactly what sin does to the brain 

of an otherwise normally functioning person. It turns it to jelly and makes it impossible to think or act 

rationally. Zedekiah even at the eleventh hour could have reversed this thing if he had just continued the 

feeble reform program begun when the slaves were freed. And a kindergarten child with a minimal level of 

intelligence and experience should have figured that out. But Zedekiah missed it. At 11:58 - two minutes 

before destruction - he could at least have eased his punishment and saved the destruction of the city by 

surrendering. He knew he had to do it, but he didn't.  When the gates were finally broken down he tried to 

sneak away. For that error he watched his own sons die in front of him.  That was the very last thing he ever 

saw because then they put out his eyes. Pretty terrible, huh? To have that memory to cherish as the last thing 

you had the chance to see with your eyes. The instant replay must have continued for the rest of his days. 

The really weird thing is that all along he knew that Jeremiah was telling him the truth.   

 

Whenever you are dealing with an individual who is in full fledged rebellion against God, go ahead and tell 

them the truth, but forget about trying to rationally argue them into submission to God. That doesn't work 

precisely because at that point they are never rational.  Never ever waste your time trying to figure out why 

a sinner in rebellion against God does the stupid things he does. Don't try it because the answer to why a 

sinner acts that way is that there is no answer or at least there are no reasons. Sin is at base totally irrational. 

Sinners who know they are killing themselves will keep right on doing what they are doing. That is the 

lesson of Zedekiah's life.  

 

While enjoying his brief moment of freedom, Jeremiah thought it prudent to move as far as he could out of 

the grasp of the king. He had this newly purchased piece of property that he really wanted to check out. I'll 

bet he thought, ‘I want to at least go and look at it even if I'm never going to have the opportunity to live 

there’.  He was leaving the city very quietly one morning when the king's officers saw him going. They took 

a dim view of that, thinking he was deserting to the Babylonians - which of course is what he was telling 

everyone else to do.  So he was arrested. Since we don't have a firm fix on the period of time covered by 

these chapters, we don't really know whether he was imprisoned for days or weeks in the dungeon, the 
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courtyard and the cistern but probably the total period of imprisonment taken together was not longer than a 

few months.  They would not have been fun and were it not for the intervention of Ebed-melech the Cushite 

(translation: servant of the king of the Ethiopians) who was probably some kind of diplomat or ambassador, 

Jeremiah might not have survived those months. 

 

The point worth making about all of this is that God seems to always have a hidden servant placed in the 

enemy camp to help the servant of God in the hour of need. There are a lot of Bible stories like that - you 

remember Rahab the harlot don't you, and Jonathan the son of Saul, and Esther the queen of Persia, and 

Joseph of Arimathea and a host of others. The annals of church history are full of stories like that as well. So 

if you are ever all alone in the camp of the enemy, doing the work of God and suffering for your service, 

keep your eyes open. Somewhere in there, right in the heart of the enemy camp, you are very likely to find 

another servant of the king who is ready to assist you at just the moment of your greatest need.  I hope you 

read the story carefully enough to notice that Ebed-melech was protected when the Babylonians overran the 

city. God honored him in the same way as Rahab by keeping him safe in the midst of destruction.  I thought 

it interesting to notice the story is so detailed we are told that Ebed-melech sent some rags down with the 

ropes so when Jeremiah was yanked out of the muck, he wouldn't shave his arms too badly. 

 

I wish in some ways that the story of Jeremiah ended with the passage we read today because as sad as it is 

to read about the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the deportation of virtually the whole population 

except for some of the very poor and leaderless who were left behind as temporary caretakers, it is kind of 

exciting to visualize the scene there on the road a few miles outside Jerusalem as the officer of the 

Babylonian army strides up and down the rows of chained prisoners of war who are about to walk several 

hundred miles through the wilderness to their new home in Babylon. He carefully checks each identity until 

finally he stops and unlocks the chains which bind Jeremiah and says: ‘King Nebuchadnezzar himself 

knows who you are. He has heard about you and about the courage you displayed in bringing true messages 

from your God to the king. He has heard about the shameful way in which you, a true patriot were treated by 

your own king and your own people. Go now, you are free to go and do anything you like. If you want to 

come to Babylon with us you will not be treated as a prisoner but as a prophet.  If you want to stay in your 

own land you are free to do so, the king would appreciate it if you would stay close to his new governor 

Gedaliah. He could use a man like you to counsel him. That's not an order mind you-just a suggestion. But 

king Nebuchadnezzar would consider it a personal favor if you would do that...’ 

 

If this were a Hollywood script I can almost guarantee you that this is where the book of Jeremiah would 

end, but it's not and there is still a good deal of hard work waiting for the prophet who unfortunately is not 

going to live out his retiral years on that piece of property he bought from his relative. So tomorrow the life 

and troubles of Jeremiah will continue, but for today at least he is vindicated and free. If I know anything at 

all about Jeremiah, even his freedom didn't make him happy because he was crying for his people and his 

country and his city and for the Temple of God, which even as he stood there with his freedom was being 

dismantled by the troops of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Now, we are going to meet Nebuchadnezzar again, up close and personal in the book of Daniel. In fact we 

are going to read word for word one of the most extraordinary documents of history that Nebuchadnezzar 

wrote in his own language and probably with his own hand. That will be an exciting day in know the Word. 

But for now please note that Nebuchadnezzar's knowledge of Jeremiah and his activities is significant. It 

was knowledge he had undoubtedly gained from careful intelligence reports that his agents and other 

diplomats filed and from reports of deserters who came over to the Babylonians in steady streams in the last 

days of Judah's life, all saying Jeremiah the prophet told us to come. Nebuchadnezzar's knowledge is 
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significant though because through it he had gained his first knowledge of the Lord Jehovah, the God who 

could accurately predict the future and communicate to his prophet exactly what was going to happen. 

Nebuchadnezzar filed that knowledge away.  He knew that in the God of Israel he was dealing with 

something -or someone - that was real - not just a dumb idol. And mark this, Nebuchadnezzar was just smart 

enough to credit the fall of Jerusalem not to his great military power but to the fact that the Jews had 

offended their God and had been given over to him as a divine punishment. 

 

The last thing I want to say to you this morning, and today I'll make up for some of the mornings when I take 

more than my allotted ten minutes, is that in the fall and destruction of Jerusalem we are confronted with the 

fact that even though God has a great deal of patience - much more than you or I - and even though He is 

full of mercy and even though if we will only repent of our sin He will withhold His hand of judgment, if we 

resist too long and refuse to repent often enough, the hammer of justice will one day fall.  In the days of 

Noah, God withheld the flood for a very long time but one day it started to rain. In the days of Zedekiah, 

God still gave them opportunities to repent but one day Nebuchadnezzar, not God, was found to be 

knocking on the gate of Jerusalem. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 62, DAY 5              JEREMIAH 40:7 - 43 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Jeremiah 40:7- through chapter 43.   

 

A few days ago I closed my remarks to you by quoting an old folk song - "when will they ever learn - when 

will they ever learn?" Once again those words seem most appropriate. I have to tell you that as I read our 

passage this morning, even though I have read this story before, I read it with frustration and anger because I 

so wanted things to turn out differently for Jeremiah. Just once I wanted to read something like this: ‘and 

when Jeremiah told them all that the Lord had said to them concerning their questions they said, ‘that's great 

- we will do exactly as the Lord has said and trust Him that the king of Babylon will not blame us for the 

assassination of Gedaliah. If God says He will bless us if we stay in the land, then we surely want to stay 

and we will trust Him!’  Well, that is what I wanted Johanan and his cronies to say but that is not what they 

did say.  Once again Jeremiah found himself compelled by the people to ask God for advice that they had no 

intention whatever of following even though they swore up and down that they would!! How do you explain 

that?? 

 

Just as my remarks to you yesterday were somewhat briefer than usual, so my remarks today will be brief as 

well simply because we are dealing with exactly the same kinds of obstinate behavior that Zedekiah has so 

well modeled for us in the days just gone by.  We have spoken so much about this that I am beginning to be 

afraid that I am getting boring, but the syndrome is pretty apparent by now. Jeremiah is contending with 

people who desperately want God to bless their plans. If He will do so then everything will be well and 

good, but if God has a different idea than they do, well then the attitude will quickly become why should I 

listen to you anyway.  It is not uncommon. In fact, it is so common that you see it everywhere you look not 

only in the pages of Scripture but in the church today.  If we look carefully enough we are likely to find 

some subtle forms of the same malady in our own relationship with God. I love taking orders when God is 

telling me to do what I already think I'd like to do, but when God is telling me to do something else, well 

that is a different matter entirely. 
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I want to marry that person over there. Would that be alright with you God? I really wouldn't want to do 

something that would displease you so I've come to ask your blessing.  Well I know that she isn't a Christian 

yet, but she has promised to come to church every week and I just know that I'll be able to win her to the 

Lord over time. What do you mean you've said not to be unequally yoked to unbelievers? Couldn't you make 

an exception just this once?  After all God, I'm really in love and it's not fair that you should let me fall in 

love if you're not going to bless my marriage to that person. God, the pastor is being unreasonable. He won't 

perform the wedding and I'm mad. You really blew it God. I would have loved to serve you but since you 

are being so unreasonable, you can just forget it.  I don't care if I ever see that dumb pastor again!! By now a 

few of you may be laughing at me - but believe me I've listened to that conversation a dozen times. It can 

take other forms too... 

 

Lord, I’ve decided to buy this new toy. It's not strictly necessary but well, I work pretty hard and it would 

sure be nice to have it.  I'm praying about this because I want to be sure its ok with you. I know that you 

want me to be fulfilled so can I have it.  Oh, I think i forgot to tell you that it probably will mean that I can't 

pledge any money to missions this year.  I might put just a little less in the plate but I'm sure you won't mind, 

after all some people don't give anything at all...Lord, I can't believe what the guy in my small group said 

when I told him what I was planning. The nerve of him to ask me if buying this toy was good 

stewardship...I'm mad about that.  Maybe I should leave that group. I think people there are too judgmental! 

 

Zedekiah, Johanan, Mike or Mary, me or you...The method of reasoning is not all that rare. Lord bless me.  

Here's what I have in mind...Well be careful - Jeremiah tried to warn Johanan and company and in the end 

he said - and I quote: "You made a fatal mistake when you sent me to the Lord your God and said, 'Pray to 

the Lord our God for us and tell us everything He says and we will do it..." Never say that to God unless you 

really mean it. Friend, don't ever ask God to show you His will unless you are really committed to obeying 

what He says. If you ask and He shows and you ignore - well, remember the story of Johanan and his mates. 

It's a sad one. I wouldn't want to see you relive it. 

 

So the rebellion against God goes on and the people who are afraid that Nebuchadnezzar will punish them 

for the evil deeds of others flee down to Egypt.  In the style of the most dramatic and ironic of all the 

tragedies of literature, they force Jeremiah to go with them. So Jeremiah who has spent nearly his whole 

lifetime warning the people of God not to rely on Egypt ends up against his will as an exile in the land of the 

Pharaohs. I can't imagine that he would have been a very welcome guest there. If he was welcome initially, 

the words of the Lord he spoke shortly after his arrival would certainly have worn out the welcome in very 

short order because now, at the command of God, he is speaking prophecies against Egypt. His prophecies 

can be summarized rather succinctly.  They must have sounded pretty familiar to the other Jewish 

expatriates:  look out because Nebuchadnezzar is coming to Egypt and the Lord is sending him here. 

 

I think we have noted this before, but it is probably worth another mention to say that Nebuchadnezzar - the 

instrument of God's judgment was anything but a devout follower of the Lord - at least at this point in his 

life. He was no more righteous than Zedekiah - probably less.  He was no more holy than the Pharaoh of 

Egypt.  One of the things that the sovereign Lord of history does is to use men and nations which often have 

no understanding of the fact that they are His instruments and no desire to be even as generous as 

Nebuchadnezzar was when he allowed his victory over Judah might have something to do with the fact that 

Israel's God was angry with her. God often uses unrighteous instruments to accomplish His work but when 

He is finished He will turn around and judge those instruments according to the same set of scales. They too 

will feel His righteous wrath. There is one point about this pattern that is worth our noting however - just so 

we will not be surprised by its truth, that judgment usually begins with the people who have the most 
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responsibility before Him - that is, with the people who have the greatest knowledge of Him, who have 

experienced the greatest blessing from Him and who of all people ought to know better than to ignore His 

holiness and despise His grace. I think you will remember the warning of the New Testament apostle - 

judgment is coming, he says, and it is going to begin with the household of faith. That is God's way. The 

apostle knew that because he was very familiar with the history of Israel.  Eventually God judged Egypt and 

Babylon and Rome, but first He judged His own people. 

 

We who are members of the household of faith have a very great obligation to carefully consider all we have 

learned from the history of God's Old Testament people. There is absolutely no reason at all to suspect that 

God has in the 21
st
 century done anything at all to change His modus operandi. If that is true, and it is, and if 

it is also true that God is getting ready once again to pour out righteous judgment on the earth, where do you 

think the exercise of purification is most likely to begin? What do you think that you and I ought to do about 

that?  Yes - that's what I think as well. 

 

I'm going to end our time together a little early today just as I promised.  I truly do want you to have a great 

weekend and to join me again on Monday. But I think that there is something else that you and I both need 

to do this morning - perhaps we can begin in the few extra minutes we have left by my early conclusion. We 

need to do some soul searching. If the pattern of asking God to bless our plans and then refusing to obey 

what He really wants us to do is anywhere near as prevalent as I think it is, we need to do some repenting.  

There is another New Testament passage that fits our situation this morning. The Apostle Paul reminds us in 

the communion passage in 1 Corinthians that if we would judge ourselves, then we will not be judged by 

God. Instead we will have the full assurance of His forgiveness and blessing.  I'm not going to even give you 

a digging deeper assignment today. Just spend some time in reflection and prayer. I think God has 

something to say to us.... 

 

We'll talk again on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

    


