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WEEK 61,  DAY 1  JEREMIAH 16-18 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 61 of Know the Word.  Today you read 

Jeremiah chapters 16-18 as we continued our reading of the longest Book of the Bible.  As we have noted 

before, this is not the most inspiring Book of scripture.  Although Jeremiah like the other prophets who 

foretold coming destruction also speaks about restoration and deliverance that God will bring after the time 

of trouble -- after His people have learned their lesson.  He does not focus on that like Isaiah, for example, 

who kept returning to those wonderful little glimpses of the glories of the millennial kingdom.  Isaiah had all 

of the doom and gloom of Jeremiah, but somehow it was overshadowed by the glories that were to follow.  

Jeremiah hasn't done that for us. 

 

Nevertheless, even though this is not the most inspirational Book in God's word, it, like all the rest, is 

profitable beyond all measure because of what it does teach us.  Remember 2 Timothy 3:16, "All scripture is 

God-breathed and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness."  

Let me share with you some of the things that struck me about what we read today. 

 

First of all, I was once again impressed (overwhelmed might even be a better word) with the degree of 

personal sacrifice to which Jeremiah, God's prophet, was called.  Being the servant of God means being 

willing to make sacrifices - perhaps huge sacrifices, for the work of the kingdom.  We are already aware of 

the fact that Jeremiah has sacrificed popularity and acceptance to be God's mouthpiece.  In chapter 16 we 

became aware that God commanded him not to marry - so in addition to the loneliness that comes from 

walking all alone against the social, moral and religious trends of a whole society, God also called Jeremiah 

to the loneliness of walking through his pain-filled life without the comfort of a loving wife and family.  He 

was called to singleness - and consequently to celibacy. 

 

I guess that this is just as good a place as any to stop for a few moments and note that for most of us, God's 

plan is that we should marry and have children - to be fruitful and multiply and to serve Him not as 

individuals, but as family.  That is a wonderful calling and I am very glad that it was part of God's plan for 

my life.  Our encounter with Jeremiah, however, teaches us quite clearly that this is not God's purpose for 

everyone.  Some people are called to be single.  Much of the reason for the difference in calling is found in 

the particular details of the plan God has for the servant's life and the tenor of the times in which he or she is 

called to serve.  Jeremiah's life was a dangerous one and his obedience to God would cause hatred and 

violence to be directed his way.  More than that, the hardships about to be experienced by the nation of 

Judah when Babylon conquered her would bring death and destruction to nearly every household.  It was a 

good time not to be married and by keeping Jeremiah from it, God was protecting him from even greater 

pain. 

 

What I am getting at here is this.  God calls most to marriage and some to singleness, but not because either 

state is more holy or better.  It is because of the plan and circumstances of His plan for our lives that such 

direction is given.  I believe that God commanded Jeremiah not to marry to protect him from even greater 

pain, but it still was a huge personal sacrifice. 

 

Now, I also believe there was another reason why God said, "Jeremiah - don't get married" and it reveals yet 

another characteristic of the true servant of God.  God's servants (be they prophets or normal disciples), 

when they have grasped the vision He has revealed, are always called upon to identify the key values of the 

vision and to model them.  Let me see if I can illustrate that from Jeremiah in our passage today.  Part of the 

vision of Jeremiah (which was a very negative vision) was that in punishment for Judah's sin God was 
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bringing a time of terrible affliction: war, famine, starvation, disease and captivity have all been specifically 

mentioned.  In times of such upheaval - a key value is surely this: keep yourself as free as possible from all 

entanglements - don't hold anything too tightly.  (That by the way is exactly the reason Paul gives in the 

New Testament for some to stay single).  So God says in effect, "Jeremiah - model that and he does."  

 

God also says, Jeremiah, don't go to funerals to mourn or participate in the grieving process.  Don't show 

sympathy.  Why not?  Because I'm not going to show any sympathy to Judah because of her sin.  So 

Jeremiah, the true servant of the Lord begins to model God's attitude toward the people.  He doesn't show 

them any more sympathy.  And God also says, Jeremiah, "no more feasts" -- they involve celebration and 

given what you already know about what's going to happen, there isn't any reason to celebrate anything -- 

"no feasts!" 

 

Now, the vision Jeremiah got from God was an exceedingly negative one.  But Jeremiah modeled its values. 

 He was consistent.  I am personally certain that the vision God has given you is a slightly more positive one 

that Jeremiah had, but it embraces some key values too.   God wants you to model them.  Just this week I 

listened to the pastor of one of America's largest churches talking about this very thing.  One of the core 

values of his church's visions is this: "Lost people matter to God."  This pastor has more than 10,000 people 

in his congregation but somehow he manages to regularly set aside time to spend with non-Christian people 

- to build relationships and win them to Christ. 

 

Jeremiah, with a little help from the Lord, figured out what the core values of the vision were, and he lived 

them.  We need to do that too. 

 

The next thing that I want for us to think about is the passage in chapter 18 in which Jeremiah visits the 

potter's house at the direction of the Lord.  The image of the Lord as a potter (and us as the clay vessels) is 

not new to us.  You will remember perhaps how prominent it is in the 9th chapter of Romans.  Paul got the 

image from the Book of Jeremiah.  In the context of the Old Testament prophetic book it is applied to the 

nation of Israel as a whole.  In the Book of Romans it is applied to individuals as well.  In the course of 

explaining to Jeremiah what he is going to do, God also gives us great insight into solving a difficult biblical 

problem.  Do you remember the story of Jonah?  Of course you do.  Well, all through the Bible we are told 

that God doesn't "repent" or change His mind but after Jonah preaches and the people of Nineveh repent of 

sin, God relents -- changes His mind if you will and the city is spared.  It certainly looks as though God 

changed His mind.  Now some of us (and I am one of them) will argue that God knew all along what He was 

going to do.  He didn't really change His mind.  Jonah is just using the language of accommodation (using 

human language to help us understand God).  But the difficulty still remains.  What we read today in chapter 

18 helps us greatly because it shows that God, in Nineveh's case, was acting with total consistency.  He was 

doing exactly what He said He would do. 

 

"If I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I 

warned repents of its evil then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned."  That is God's 

mercy in action and it is totally consistent with His nature (and I might add, totally consistent with the way 

He responds to us as individuals.  We are already under the condemnation and wrath of God, but when we 

respond to Christ, He takes away the condemnation and the wrath and we too experience God's mercy and 

His grace.) 

 

Jeremiah's answer to the people who want to know why God has decreed this disaster to fall upon them is 

pretty important because it also addresses a question that is frequently asked even in our time.  To the 
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question "Why is God doing this now?", Jeremiah says it is because your fathers departed from God and did 

all kinds of evil things.  At first it looks like he's going to say God is judging you for your parent's sins.  I 

hope, however, that you read more carefully than that, because without taking a breath Jeremiah continues, 

"And you have followed your parents and acted even more wickedly than them!"  I know you will remember 

our conversation all the way back in the Book of Exodus when we saw the verse that says "the sins of the 

fathers are visited upon the children unto the third and fourth generations."  We explained it then but it is 

well illustrated here.  The fathers sin and they teach their children to sin even more.  Those children grow up 

and the sins of their children are even more gross and despicable than their parents, and then finally God 

judges a whole generation for their own sins which they learned from their ancestors. 

 

So, Jeremiah tells the people, God's judgment is going to fall and its going to be a terrible time but even with 

all the dire predictions and the declaration about how angry God is with Judah, chapter 16 closes with a 

statement about the purpose of the judgment and wrath of God.  I am going to do this, He says..."to teach 

them.  This time I will teach them my power and my might.  Then they will know that my name is the Lord." 

 Death, destruction, deportation and exile are all going to happen because My people still haven't learned 

who I really am.   This time I'm going to be so harsh with them that they'll have to learn. 

 

I want you to remember this statement because when we get to the Book of Ezekiel written during the exile, 

he will interpret God's action in exactly the same way and in words very similar to the ones we read this 

morning.  There is a great lesson and warning here for us.  When God is trying to teach His children an 

important lesson and they refuse to learn it, He doesn't just quit and walk away.  He teaches the lesson over 

and over again each time with a "hammer" designed to get our attention that is just a little bigger than the 

one He used last time.  He starts out with a little doctor's mallet designed to get our attention and test our 

reflexes but if we ignore what He wants us to learn, He keeps coming back with bigger and bigger hammers 

until we finally learn.  He ended up hitting Israel with a steam shovel, but as we will later see they finally 

did get the message and after the Babylonian exile, Israel never played with idols again!! 

 

As usual, time is rapidly slipping away from us, but there are a few things I wanted you to notice in chapter 

17 as well.  First did you pick up on the fact that Jeremiah had memorized Psalm 1?  That is a Psalm that I 

have encouraged you to memorize as well.  It starts, "How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 

counsel of the ungodly ..."  It goes on to describe the man who is righteous as one who is like a tree planted 

beside the water who meditates upon the law of the Lord day and night.  In verses 7 and 8 of Jeremiah 17 

there is what sounds very much like a paraphrase of a major portion of Psalm 1.  Again it is important for us 

to take note of such things because one of the things that made the writers of scripture so able to hear and 

discern the voice of God was the fact that their minds were already steeped in scripture -- full of the Word 

of God.  Since I too want to be a person who can discern and hear the voice of God, I need to be one who is 

thoroughly immersed in the Word -- just like Jeremiah. 

 

The very next verse in chapter 17 is one worth memorizing because it summarizes so much of what 

scripture teaches about the human heart: "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can 

understand it?"  

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 61,  DAY 2  JEREMIAH 19-21 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah chapters 19-21.  I think I mentioned last 
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week that I am glad that God did not call me to do the same sort of work to which He called Jeremiah.  I've 

got to tell you this morning that today's reading has done nothing to dislodge that opinion.  I would not have 

wanted to be Jeremiah.  In fact, Jeremiah didn't even want to be Jeremiah! 

 

Up to this point in his career he has delivered bad news so frequently that people had to be running in the 

opposite direction every time they saw the prophet walk in their direction.  In our day we hear a great deal 

about being "politically correct."  People in all ages I guess, have wanted to listen only to the people who are 

saying what they want to hear.  So Jeremiah wasn't a very popular guy in Jerusalem. 

 

But now things start to get a whole lot worse.  First Jeremiah's prophecies against Judah become a good deal 

more dramatic.  The smashing of the pottery in the midst of the crowd was a very graphic and very 

disturbing picture of what God was going to do to Judah.  Then, to retaliate against the prophet (who by the 

way is first called a "prophet" in the passage we read today) for the unwelcome words, the chief priest 

Pashhur has him arrested and beaten for his efforts. 

 

Physical violence against the prophet is a new part of the equation now.  When Jeremiah is released he 

renames the chief priest Pashhur "Magor-Missabib": "terror on every side" because that is what is going to 

happen when the Babylonians arrive. 

 

When he will not change his message, Jeremiah is finally branded as a traitor to his country even though he 

is a true blue patriot who cared so much about his country that he is willing to endure untold pain and 

humiliation to tell the truth.  Even after Judah has fallen to Babylon Jeremiah will try his hardest to stay in 

the city that he loves so well. 

 

Of all the things that Jeremiah had to endure, I am very certain that the charge of being a traitor was the very 

worst.  That would have been ten times harder to deal with than the pain of humiliation of being beaten and 

publicly displayed in the stocks.  (By the way, just in case you are wondering, this is where the Puritans of 

New England got the idea for those strange instruments of public humiliation that you can still see today in 

places like Sturbridge Village and Plymouth Plantation.) 

 

Being labeled as a traitor because he told the truth to King Zedekiah practically tore Jeremiah's heart out.  It 

happened first because he said that God would not help Judah.  That bit of intelligence was taken very 

personally so that Zedekiah and Pashhur his high priest interpreted it to mean that Jeremiah himself was a 

Babylonian sympathizer -- maybe even a Babylonian spy in the pay of Nebuchadnezzar and charged with 

demoralizing the inhabitants of Judah.  Therefore rather than repenting in the fashion of the King of 

Nineveh, Zedekiah just got angry at God's prophet. 

 

Secondly, the charge of traitor arose out of the straightforward advice of Jeremiah to surrender to the 

Babylonians without a fight because the results of resistance would be too catastrophic to consider.  In 

almost any wartime society that kind of talk would be construed as unpatriotic at best and treasonous at 

worst.  Jeremiah was in trouble. 

 

Perhaps the most striking thing about all that we read today was Jeremiah's passionate outburst of prayer to 

God.  It is brutally honest in its tone and God does not rebuke the prophet for his feelings.  God just lets him 

ventilate them, then goes on.  The thing that fascinates me most about the prayer (outburst might be a better 

word after all) is Jeremiah's anger with God.  "Lord," he complains, "you've deceived me.  You've let me 

down." 
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In the first place that wasn't true because right from the outset of his call to ministry, God had told Jeremiah 

that no one in Judah would listen to him.  God hadn't deceived him at all, but in the midst of all the pain and 

rejection it surely felt that way! 

 

"I have been ridiculed, mocked, persecuted and beaten for doing what you told me to do, Lord.  My enemies 

report everything I say to the authorities so that I will get in trouble and the people who used to be my 

friends look for opportunities to trip me up and take revenge on me because of the messages You send 

through me ... Lord."  He is screaming as he writes, "This just isn't fair and you know it.  This stinks.  And 

even when I get so fed up that I promise myself that I will not bring any more of these doom and gloom 

messages that get me in so much hot water, it is just no use because Your words are like fire in my bones 

and I just can't keep it in." 

 

"I am so miserable" Jeremiah prays, "that I really wish I had never been born.  In fact, I'd like to curse the 

man who brought the news of my birth to my father." 

 

Would you say that Jeremiah is bitter?  You bet he is and he lets it all hang out as he's talking to God.  Now 

I want to make three observations about this prayer that perhaps will help us this morning in our relationship 

to God.  First, when you get really really angry, the very best thing you can do with that anger is to take it to 

God.  Of all the emotions that as a pastor I have to deal with, I have come to believe that anger is the most 

dangerous and destructive of all.  Furthermore I have observed that there seems to be two basic human 

approaches to anger among men and women.  Some people are ventilators.  They let it all hang out.  If 

something makes them angry, you quickly know about it and woe be unto you if you happen to be in their 

way at the point at which the offense has been given.  Once the outburst has ended, the angry person feels 

better about the problem but there is all kinds of wreckage strewn along the road in the form of broken 

relationships.  These people tend not to ever get ulcers but they do give them -- and with some degree of 

regularity. 

 

The other typical response to anger is exemplified by the people I call "bottlers."  They do not dump on 

other people.  In fact, when they get angry it is quite possible that no one ever knows it because they 

swallow their anger and hide it carefully away.  They internalize it.  But because they never really address 

the anger, it doesn't go away - it just eats away at them.  It makes them sensitive and cynical.  Untreated 

anger just keeps piling up in them until finally they break - sometimes with a bang and something with a 

whimper, but they are ultimately just as destructive of themselves as the ventilators are of others. 

 

Jeremiah is modeling for us a third way of handling anger.  It is not ventilating and it is not bottling and 

saving it until the cork blows off.  This way of handling anger and disappointment involves taking it all to 

God and laying it out before Him.  There is wisdom in such an endeavor even if it might seem brash at first 

because God already knows how you feel anyway and He is wise enough to let us ventilate our emotions -- 

and get them out of the way so that we can calm down and begin to get a more objective view of what is 

happening in our lives.  (If you would like to see a similar kind of response from the life of David, it might 

be worthwhile to re-read Psalm 73 for your digging deeper exercise for today.) 

 

The second observation about this prayer that I would make this morning is that Jeremiah is as honest as he 

can possibly be with God about what is bothering him.  We have already noted that God knows anyway 

exactly what we are feeling and thinking, so we may as well tell Him.  In prayer, as in life in general, 

honesty is the best policy.  So Jeremiah is honest - brutally honest with God. 
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Finally it is probably worth observing that God did not strike Jeremiah dead for his brashness in prayer.  I 

think that some of us would be afraid to ever pray that way and if we did it would be with one eye open 

looking for the lightning bolts to fall from heaven.  But God doesn't punish Jeremiah for this prayer.  Nor 

did He punish David for his, nor Jonah or Elijah for their similar adventures in prayer.  He lets them vent 

their spleens, and then He changes their perspectives for I'm sure that you noted that before Jeremiah has 

finished his prayer of complaint, his tone has changed almost completely.  From "O God you're terrible" to 

"But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail."  Then 

finally to "sing to the Lord!  Give praise to the Lord!  He rescues the needy from the hands of the wicked." 

 

Brothers and sisters, when we are alone with God in our prayer closets, it is o.k. to tell God exactly what we 

are feeling and thinking.  He already knows anyway.  He's not going to strike you dead for being honest, but 

He does want you to be willing to allow yourself to be changed. 

 

Just one last thing before we close this morning.  I am sure that you would have noted it as you read today.  

When Jeremiah was warning them about how bad it was going to get in Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar's 

army showed up, he said, "It's going to get so bad that in order to survive some of you are going to resort to 

cannibalism.  That is pretty gruesome stuff, but Jeremiah was exactly right -- they did. 

 

On that high note, this is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 61, DAY 3  JEREMIAH 22-24 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and today we read Jeremiah 22-24. 

 

There are a number of things that I would like to share with you.  The first one is this.  Even though God has 

told Jeremiah to stop praying because the people of Judah aren't going to change, the message delivered to 

the kings in chapter 22 shows that if they had repented - even right down to the very end of the kingdom, 

God would have relented and spared the nation.  That's the rule, that is the principle laid down in the Potter's 

house in chapter 18.  That principle still stands absolutely: if a nation repents of its evil, even in the eleventh 

hour, it will not be destroyed.  My friends, what applies to nations applies to us as individuals.  If we will 

repent, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, but only if we 

repent. 

 

The second thing that I would like you to notice with me is that chapter 22 is interesting because it gives us 

some picture of the kings who followed Josiah (the last godly king) and with whom Jeremiah had specific 

dealings.  While they are compiled here together in one section, in all probability what we have is a 

snapshot of what Jeremiah was saying to each of those kings and to Israel at time of each reign... 

 

To Shallum who was the son of Josiah (also known as Jehoahaz) and who ruled for a few months after 

Josiah died in battle of Megiddo (609 B.C.) Jeremiah gives some words of wisdom.  Shallum was taken into 

exile, down into Egypt.  Jeremiah's message to him and concerning him is, Do not weep for the dead king or 

mourn his loss (Josiah) but Israel should weep bitterly for Shallum his son who Jeremiah says "Who is 

exiled, because he will never return nor see his native land again"..."He will die in the place where they have 

led him captive..." 

 

Just for the purpose of pulling together everything we know about him, Shallum was the king's personal 
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name.  (We know it to be a common name of the period, Jeremiah had an uncle with the same name.)   His 

throne name was Jehoahaz (the Lord will help) and you may remember that he was deposed by Pharaoh 

Neco of Egypt and taken to Egypt in chains.  Jehoiakim was placed on the throne then by the Egyptian ruler. 

 

Next Jeremiah speaks about Jehoiakim - you may have missed the transition when you read chapter 22 

because he is not named until several verses after Jeremiah has begun to condemn him, but he is the one 

who unlike Josiah who practiced justice and right, lived in luxury.  Jehoiakim who reigned for about 11 

years built lofty palaces using forced (slave) labor.  Jeremiah mentions the richly furnished "upper rooms" 

that Jehoiakim built to please himself.  25 centuries ago, upper room construction was a pretty hard thing to 

manage.  Jehoiakim just milked the position he had as king for everything it was worth.  Jeremiah says when 

this king dies he will die not only unmourned but in disgrace.  (Andrew Blackwood Jr. Jeremiah, Word '77, 

pg 168).  From the sounds of it, there was no love lost between Jeremiah the prophet of God and Jehoiakim 

the king of Judah. 

 

As you will remember, Jehoiakim was succeeded by Jehoiachin and chapter 22 contains the gist of 

Jeremiah's communications to this king as well.  "I will hand you over to those who seek your life, those you 

fear -- to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to the Babylonians.  I will hurl you and your mother (the 

queen mother was a very powerful person) into another country where neither of you were born and there 

both of you will die.  You will never go back to the land you long to return to."  I doubt Jeremiah gained any 

popularity with the king when he said that and then he added, "Record this man as if childless...for none of 

his offspring…will sit on the throne of David or rule in Judah anymore." 

 

I guess I understand now why King Zedekiah would not be very happy to see Jeremiah walking down the 

street toward him and sure enough, right at the end of today's reading in chapter 24, Jeremiah gets to the 

message he wants to give to Zedekiah.  It comes in the form of the vision of two baskets of fruit.  The basket 

of good figs are those who have been taken to captivity in Babylon - the bad figs - the ones which cannot be 

eaten are the picture of Zedekiah, his officials and the people who stayed behind in Jerusalem or Egypt.  

They will not experience the blessing of God.  God is against them.  Jeremiah says, they will be destroyed. 

 

Another thing that we read about today concerns the presence of all kinds of false prophets in Judah during 

the time of Jeremiah's ministry.  Some of them were probably prophets of Baal and other false gods that 

Manasseh had reintroduced to Judah after Josiah's final reforms but many of them, the majority perhaps, I 

suspect, were prophets who did not represent false gods but who claimed to speak for the Lord. They were 

like Pashhur the high priest.  They held positions.  They looked like representatives of God but they did not 

speak for Him.  Pure and simple they were charlatans who had discovered somewhere along the way that if 

you say "Thus saith the Lord" often enough and if you follow that formula with something that you know 

the people want to hear anyway, you can get a whole lot of people to follow you and you can do pretty well 

for yourself as well.  Jeremiah, these self-appointed prophets would say, is an absolute fool.  He tells them 

what God says and ends up getting beaten and hunted.  But if you tell them what they want to hear: 

something like remember we are God's chosen people and as long as the temple of the Lord is in Jerusalem 

we will be safe because God will protect us -- that message will fly.  Don't confront them with sin.  Don't tell 

them God is angry.  Don't disturb their ease and they will care for you quite well.  In fact being a "prophet" 

can work out to a pretty good living.  You just have to know what people really want to hear and give it to 

them!! 

 

That's really the way it was in 600 B.C. in Jerusalem and that's also really the way it is in America in 2000 

A.D!  There were a lot of false prophets in Jerusalem and just a few others who, like Jeremiah, really spoke 
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for God and, friends, nothing much has changed on that score.  The "tell me what you want to hear so I can 

tell it back to you" prophets are still with us.  "Name it or claim it" they cry.  "God doesn't want anybody to 

be poor.  After all we're 'king's kids', He'll make us right!!  If you'll just lay your hands on the television set 

(and send me a few hundred dollars) you can be as healthy as you want to be..."  The Apostle Paul says that 

as we approach the end of the age and the Second Coming of Christ, people will have "itching ears" and will 

increasingly be led astray by false shepherds and false prophets who simply tell them what they want to 

hear.  That is exactly what it was like during Judah's countdown to judgment.  That is exactly what it is like 

today!!  Beware of anyone who tells you this is what God wants you to do... 

 

But we also saw something else today, didn't we?  A note (more specifically two notes) of hope.  First there 

was a Messianic passage in chapter 23.  God promises that He will maintain a righteous remnant during the 

period of captivity in Babylon which is coming and then, after they have returned He says: "The days are 

coming when I will raise up to David a righteous branch, a king who will reign wisely and do what is just 

and right in the land.  In his day, Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by 

which He will be called: the Lord our righteousness."  The language here is very similar to that which Isaiah 

used in Isaiah 11 when he talked about a branch that would grow out of Jesse.  In both cases the prophets 

are speaking about Christ.  It is the Messiah who is being spoken of here.  So Jeremiah promises a Messiah -

- God's deliverer. 

 

And Jeremiah also promises a return from exile. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 61, DAY 4  JEREMIAH 25-26 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah 25 and 26 and have passed the halfway point 

of the longest book in the Bible.  We are by the day gaining more and more insight into the remarkable man, 

Jeremiah, and into his ministry as the prophet of God to a nation that wanted no part of his message. 

 

Today we were reminded of the length of time he ministered under very unfavorable circumstances, 

faithfully delivering the Word of God to people who wanted less and less to hear it or respond.  In the 23rd 

year of his public ministry (that will be roughly half way through his career) he brought the very specific 

prophecy that is found in Jeremiah 25 to the people.  In it he clearly identifies both Babylon and 

Nebuchadnezzar as the instruments by which God's righteous punishment is going to be brought to them.  

When Isaiah said it, it was news, but by now even non-prophets could see the handwriting on the wall.  The 

rather spectacular bit of foretelling here relates to the duration of the captivity which Jeremiah matter-of-

factly says will be exactly 70 years.  And after the 70 years of captivity, Jeremiah says, Babylon itself will 

be judged and God will pay her back for the violence and destruction she has visited upon other nations. 

 

Can you imagine what a comfort this prophecy from the lips of Jeremiah must have been to a generation 

later as the children of Abraham found themselves weeping by the rivers of Babylon?  They would have the 

clear word of God's prophet that their exile was not permanent and that after just 70 years (one man's 

lifetime) they would be freed to return home.  Without this prophecy they might have languish without 

hope, but God wanted to assure them of His plan and purpose.  You have a national lesson to learn, but it 

will be learned and I will bring you back again when its accomplished.  Don't worry.  Daniel - whose 

exciting life we will read about in just a few weeks, was one of the ones who took great courage from 
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Jeremiah's promise of 70 years, then restoration. 

 

I even believe that the old men and women who solemnly trekked out of Jerusalem - some in chains and 

some just walking behind the wagons on the long road to an exile from which they personally could never 

return were probably greatly encouraged to remember that old Jeremiah - the prophet they had hated and 

despised so much - had said it would only last for 70 years.  At least their children - or grandchildren would 

see Jerusalem again.  At least this new bondage would not last for 400 years as the old one in Egypt had 

done!! 

 

At the end of the church age we may well see a tribulation of seven literal years.  (When we read the Books 

of Daniel and Revelation, we'll have more to say about this mysterious period - and we'll have time also to 

discuss the question of whether seven years is a literal or a symbolic number).  If and when we find 

ourselves in the midst of that terrible time, I know for certain we will be taking great comfort from the fact 

that it will only be for seven years and then the king will come.  Believers in that day will understand the 

pathos felt by Jeremiah and the Jerusalemites circa 600 B.C. 

 

I don't want to beat this drum too much this morning, but I am enormously comforted by the fact that God 

cared so much for Judah, in spite of her apostasy that He told her in advance how long the punishment was 

going to last. 

 

Now, the almost unbelievable amount of hostility shown toward Jeremiah not only by the religious leaders 

whose ministries he had challenged much in the same way that Jesus challenged the chief priests and 

Pharisees of His day, but also by the common people of Israel is instructive for us today because it reminds 

us of several things: 

 

First, in our democratic society it reminds us of the fact that the majority view is very often not the godly 

view.  I guess that you and I know that well enough but far too often in society and even in the church we 

lapse into the unthinking view that just because most of the people are "for" something it is necessarily 

right.  Well on a certain day in Jerusalem most of the people were for executing a public nuisance named 

Jeremiah, because he could not be speaking for God and against the religious system that they believed 

connected them to God.  They were wrong.  (Jeremiah and Jesus had some remarkably similar experiences, 

didn't they?) 

 

Secondly, it should encourage us to hold on, even if we are the only voices speaking for God to keep on 

speaking.  I am reminded of the story of Martin Luther when he was called by the entire religious and civil 

establishment of his day and told to recant his views that challenged everything the Roman Catholic Church 

had been teaching: 

 

The Hollywood version of what happened on that day is that Luther strode with a magnificent confidence, 

even arrogance, into the great hall.  In a booming voice cried out to all those when asked to recant, "Here I 

stand."  He was convinced by the Word of scripture or by the light of evident reason that my position was 

wrong.  Here I stand, I can do no other.  Well what really happened is that after a great deal of wrestling and 

personal torment, being called into that forum and told to recant, and asked for his answer, there was a long 

silence.  Finally, Luther's lips were moving but no one could hear what he said.  When he was challenged to 

speak up, he said, Could I have 24 more hours to think about this.  He wasn't sure.  He almost recanted!  

How grateful we should be that Luther on the next day came back and said, Unless I am convinced by 

scripture itself or by the light of evident reason, I cannot recant.  Here I stand.  I cannot do anything else.  
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God help me.  There may well come a day when you too will need that kind of fortitude. 

 

Finally, this mob scene from which only the careful intervention of a few cautious officials rescued 

Jeremiah is an important reminder of how easy it is to get nationalistic fervor and patriotism confused with 

righteousness.  When Jeremiah spoke out the judgment of God against the nation, it offended the 

nationalistic fervor and feelings of the people of Jerusalem.  Since God is for us (a mistake that most 

inhabitants of every nation be it America 1994 or Nazi Germany 1941) anyone who speaks against us is 

therefore against God and anyone who would dare to say that God Himself is against us is the most 

dangerous kind of person you could possibly imagine.  For 150 years or so in western history the statement 

that "God is an Englishman" was almost believed.  Well He's not an American either (and maybe I ought 

also to remind us that He's also not a republican!)  Part of what got Jeremiah into so much hot water with the 

people was an inability on their part to separate righteousness from nationalism.  Let's be careful of that 

same mistake. 

 

Part of what saved Jeremiah was the fact that Micah the prophet had said many of the very same things 

before him and gone unpunished and now Micah was widely recognized and revered as God's prophet.  

When the current prophet is saying that very same thing as the previous one did, it's a little harder to 

condemn him.  It is interesting to note that while we have seen allusions and even quotations from one 

prophetic Book in another already, the quote from Micah's Book which is found in Jeremiah 26:18 is the 

only instance of which I am aware in which an Old Testament prophet quotes another and names him.  

(There is a similar kind of reference to the writings of Paul in one of Peter's letters in the New Testament.) 

 

The reference to another one of God's prophets named Uriah who also prophesied against Jerusalem in the 

time of Jeremiah and Jehoiakim is tantalizing to me because apart from these very few verses in Jeremiah 26 

there is no other mention of him in scripture.  There are so many stories that are not told in scripture of 

heroic men and women who stood for God and for righteousness that I sometimes wish God had given us a 

book several times larger than the one we hold in our hands.  (But that is God's business, not mine, and 

someday we will have the opportunity in glory to hear thousands of yet untold sagas of faith and courage.  

That will be great.)  In the meantime it will have to satisfy us to know that there was a faithful prophet 

named Uriah, who being somewhat less prominent than Jeremiah, was more vulnerable to the wrath of 

Jehoiakim.  Secret agents went down to Egypt where he was in hiding, brought him back to Judah and had 

him murdered.  That will give us some idea of the kind of threat that Jeremiah had to live with on a day-to-

day basis.  Rescued from a mob one day, he had no assurance whatever that the king wouldn't try to execute 

him the next.  And still he spoke courageously for God.  "Kill me if you want," Jeremiah said, "but God has 

sent me to speak these words.  If you kill me you will only succeed in bringing even greater condemnation 

upon yourselves."  On the day which chapter 26 records, at least those words had some sway and Jeremiah 

lived -- but not comfortably ... 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 61, DAY 5  JEREMIAH 27, 28  and 29 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah chapters 27-29.  I must confess to you that 

the story of Jeremiah himself is absolutely fascinating.  I would love to read his biography if only one had 

been written by one of his contemporaries. 

 

The question has been asked as to why there were so many false prophets.  Virtually every single name that 
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appears in these chapters belongs to some false prophet who says Jeremiah is a nut case, don't believe him, 

God is going to deliver you from Nebuchadnezzar and He is going to do it now.  In chapter 29, for example, 

Ahab and Zedekiah are mentioned.  They weren't the kings you are already familiar with.  They were false 

prophets who were summarily executed by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

 

Part of the reason for the multiplicity of false prophets, even in the exilic community of Babylon, is because, 

as we have already said, they were giving the people just what they wanted to hear.  Did you notice the line 

in the letter Jeremiah wrote to the Babylonian exiles: "Do not let the prophets and diviners among you 

deceive you.  Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.  They are prophesying lies to you in 

my name.  I have not sent them," declares the Lord.  "They had false prophets because they wanted false 

prophecies!"  (Some things never change.) 

 

Still, it somewhat amazes me that these false prophets would continue to oppose the person and ministry of 

Jeremiah - especially after the incident regarding to his confrontation with Hananiah. 

 

This Hananiah was an important man.  His name means "The Lord is gracious" and that would surely have 

been an appropriate name for a man bringing the message that God was going to send back all of the items 

that had been taken from the temple and that Nebuchadnezzar himself would be broken by the Lord.  

Whether he had ever been a true prophet of the Lord or not, we simply do not know.   But in the political 

and moral chaos engulfing Jerusalem after the deportation of Jehoiachin, Hananiah saw an opportunity to 

gain great influence and power.  It is just possible he even thought that his knowledge of God was sufficient 

to insure that what he (and every other patriotic Jew) wanted to be true was true.  Maybe he even had 

convinced himself that Jeremiah was a fool and that his own view of God was the correct one.  Maybe he 

was more than a charlatan.  Maybe he was utterly sincere.  But whatever else was or was not true, Hananiah 

had not heard from God. 

 

There is high drama in the confrontation between Jeremiah and Hananiah.  It's the stuff that movies are 

made of.  Jeremiah was (as usual) making a spectacle of himself.  This time, at God's instruction, he was 

walking around with a yoke on his neck - one more vivid object lesson for the people of Jerusalem.  To the 

undying embarrassment of Zedekiah's government - the object lesson was also directed to the ambassadors 

of all the surrounding nations.  They too saw the spectacle and they too heard the somber warning.  Accept 

the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar or be obliterated.  King Nebuchadnezzar himself could not have designed a 

more effective or unnerving harbinger. 

 

There are rumors flying through the city.  Some people are saying that Jeremiah himself was in the pay of 

Nebuchadnezzar.  Finally Hananiah has had enough.  Jeremiah's presence is unnerving.  His words are 

demoralizing to the populous and now this spectacle - the yoke - and the messages to the foreign 

ambassadors.  It is embarrassing in the extreme.  He forces the confrontation and in a show of bravado he 

rips the yoke from Jeremiah's head and shoulders, condemns this unpatriotic vitriolic and pronounces a 

message of comfort and peace.  He wins the encounter by all accounts and Jeremiah leaves humiliated. 

 

It is easy to see how the average inhabitant of Jerusalem could be confused at this point.  There are two 

prophets.  They both say they speak for God but they speak absolutely contradictory things.  The confusion 

can be understood - almost excused until Jeremiah returns to court with a new yoke and a special message 

assuring Hananiah that because of his arrogant opposition to the prophet of God and the Lord himself, his 

life will be required.  Soon enough, just as Jeremiah has prophesied, Hananiah is dead. 
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That should have settled the issue of who truly spoke for God and I would have thought that it might also 

discourage any future self-appointed prophets.  It would have made me think twice.  But the false prophets 

kept on coming - and the people kept believing them. 

 

Chapter 29 is one of the great chapters of the Book of Jeremiah and I believe it might well make that list of 

great chapters of the Bible we have been comprising.  Jeremiah's words -- God's words to the captives in 

Babylon are magnificent - they are moving - they are extraordinary and they contain magnificent promises 

that warmed the hearts of those exiled Jews and still warm our hearts today:  "For I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  

Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find 

me when you seek me with all your heart."  (That verse is particularly precious to me because it helps me to 

understand that even people who haven't heard the gospel are given enough light to respond.  If they respond 

to that light, God gives them more.  If there is ever anywhere, anyone in the world who wants to know God, 

He will give them enough information and light to find it.  "You will seek me and find me when you search 

for me with all your hearts.") 

 

Jeremiah tells the exiles to build and plant and marry and propagate in the city of Babylon.  He even tells 

them to pray for the prosperity of Babylon because it will mean their own prosperity.  He wants them to be 

ready when 70 years have passed to return to the vineyard of the Lord. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 


