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WEEK 60, DAY 1                           JEREMIAH 1 - 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper, and welcome to Week 60 of Know the Word.  That sounds incredible 

to me - that we have been studying together now for 60 weeks!  But its true and we have covered nearly 

two-thirds of this magnificent book that we call the Bible.  It has changed us, and I know we will never be 

the same again.  Today we read Jeremiah 1 and 2 and began the second of the three long prophetic books in 

the Old Testament.  Isaiah was the first, Jeremiah comes next and Ezekiel will be the last. 

 

One of the intriguing things about these longer books is that they give us a pretty good "feel" for the men 

who wrote them.  They are long enough to include at least some autobiographical details and long enough as 

well to let us "inside" the minds and hearts of the authors.  Jeremiah, even more than Isaiah, will have that 

characteristic. 

 

The man that we often call "the weeping prophet" exercised his ministry from the reign of Josiah until the 

murder of Gedaliah, the man appointed by Nebuchadnezzar to govern the land of Judea after Zedekiah, its 

last king, had been blinded and carried off to Babylon.  At that point, against his will, Jeremiah was carried 

off by his fleeing countrymen to Egypt where he ended his days still crying out against the apostasy and 

faithlessness of the people of Jehovah. 

 

Chapter one of Jeremiah roughly corresponds to the 6th chapter of the book of Isaiah because it contains for 

us a record of Jeremiah's call to ministry.  As such, it is of extreme interest to us not only because of the 

background it gives us on the life and ministry of Jeremiah but also because of the opportunity it provides 

for us to consider once again the subject of the "call" to ministry in general. 

 

We have already had the opportunity to consider the "calls" of several other servants in our studies thus far: 

Abraham, Moses, Samuel, the Apostle Paul, and Isaiah have all come under our purview.  Some of these, 

like Paul and Isaiah, had ecstatic visions.  Moses stood before a burning bush, Samuel and Abraham heard 

an audible voice.  There are some obvious differences in the circumstances and the content of each 

individual's calling but the similarities are far more striking.  First, and most importantly, it is obvious that 

each of these people had an overwhelming certainty that God Himself had spoken. 

 

Second, in every case, the initiative lay with God.  Jeremiah was not a ‘would-be’ prophet who had 

volunteered for the job and then somehow convinced God to take him on!  Nor were any of the others.  I 

know that we have spoken to this issue before, but it is critical so I will risk beating the drum at least one 

more time on this issue.  Real leaders, who have been called by God to their positions of leadership, are very 

conscious of the call.  They may (or may not) be recognized by others as having been summoned to that 

task, but the first and primary call comes directly from God and not from they themselves.  If you are 

summoned by others to undertake any work for God, before you agree, stop and listen carefully for the voice 

of God.  The effectiveness of your ministry will depend upon your certainty that God has in fact called you. 

 

Third, the call of God imposes upon the servant the obligation to deliver, not just any message, but the 

specific message that God has given to him.  When I stand in the pulpit on Sunday morning, I do not intend 

to tell you my opinion, what I think about this or that; what I want to do - what I need to do is speak the 

Word of God. 

 

That brings me to the fourth characteristic - in most cases, (and Jeremiah's was certainly one of them) - the 

individual knew - up-front and ahead of time - that his message would be unwelcome. 
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Finally, the commissioned servant knew that along with the burden of the message, there was a concomitant 

promise:  that the sovereign God of Israel would be present to guide, empower, sustain and protect him - I 

trust that as you read Jeremiah 1 and 2 this morning, you encountered each of these elements.  Being a 

prophet was not Jeremiah's idea - it was God's, and it was God's idea before Jeremiah was even born.  That 

is an incredible thought, isn't it - but it is totally consistent with what we have seen before, and remember, 

Psalm 139 expresses that same truth with reference not only to special people like prophets and kings, but to 

all of us.  God has a specific plan for our lives - for Jeremiah it was to be a prophet.  What a task!  "I appoint 

you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant."  - 

That is overwhelming - no wonder Jeremiah didn't feel "up" to the task.  A great deal of the Book we will be 

reading will deal with the uprooting and tearing down part and it caused the sensitive heart of Jeremiah huge 

amounts of pain and suffering, but the goal of all of the uprooting and tearing down was to plant and build.  

Sometimes, my friends, in order to accomplish the vision that God has given to us - a vision which will 

always be positive - planting and building the kingdom of God, there first has to be a negative work of 

uprooting and tearing down what is false and wrong headed.  That is the painful part because it always 

involves tremendous change (and change is always hard on all of us) and because it almost always also 

involves repentance from sin.  That is so much more painful and humbling that the messenger is never a 

very popular person. 

 

There is no way in the world that Jeremiah would have been willing or able to accept the challenge God was 

laying down without also knowing the promise, "Do not be afraid of them for I am with you and will rescue 

you." 

 

God gave Jeremiah a vision with his call to ministry and it involved a visual play on words (like the word 

plays we saw in the little Book of Micah).  Jeremiah saw a branch of an almond tree.  The Hebrew word for 

"watching" sounds like the word for almond tree.  "You see the almond tree, Jeremiah.  Remember I am 

watching over My Word to fulfill it."  The boiling pot tilted and spilling out was less obtuse.  Its meaning 

was very obvious.  Disaster was about to be poured out upon the wickedness of God's people. 

 

I must confess this morning as I reflect on the calling of Jeremiah that I am ashamed of myself.  More than a 

few times in my ministry I have had conversations with God in which I basically told Him that I thought 

maybe He was asking too much.  I didn't want to face the opposition or the criticism that might be unleashed 

if I did what I thought He was asking of me.  If the truth be told - I don't know the first thing about a hard 

job!!  Well, Jeremiah had a pretty good idea right from the start that from a human perspective, he was 

being given a kamikaze mission, but he took it on.  You and I need to remember that God doesn't always 

give us easy jobs.  Sometimes they are very hard indeed.  Jeremiah was entrusted with a really hard task. 

 

Chapter 2 plunges us immediately into the content of the message that Jeremiah was called upon to preach.  

It is important for us to remind ourselves that the message was to a group of people who had once been 

fervent followers of God.  The key verses here are found in chapter 2 verses 11 and 13.  "Has a nation ever 

changed its gods? (even though they are not gods at all.)  But my people have exchanged their Glory for 

worthless idols... My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, 

and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water."  Sin number one was forsaking 

God and sin number two was the foolish attempt to build an artificial religion designed to take His place. 

 

Human beings have an incredible propensity for religion and worship.  In fact, we can't live without it.  We 

reject true religion - the worship of the one true God who has revealed Him self to us in the person and work 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We reject it because we are rebellious and do not wish to live in subjection to God 

and to His ways.  But having rejected Him, our incurably religious natures (it's part of the image of God in 
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us) drives us to reconstruct another less threatening religion - one that we can control and pretend that it will 

meet our needs.  It won't.  All of the religions of the world are broken cisterns, laboriously created but 

fatally flawed.  They won't hold water. 

 

By the way, remember the image of living water that Jeremiah uses here.  It will become a very important 

theme in the thought and teaching of Jesus.  We will read about it again in the Book of John, chapters 4 and 

7.  Jeremiah here says (quoting Jehovah), "I am the spring of living water."  In John's gospel Jesus takes 

over that claim for Himself.  To the woman at the well in the Samaritan town of Sychar He says, "I can give 

you living water to drink."   On the great day of the feast He stands at the temple and says, "If anyone is 

thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, out of him will 

flow streams of living water." (John 7:37b - 38) 

 

Our time is nearly gone now, but there are just a few more observations to make this first denunciation of 

Judah falling from the lips and pen of Jeremiah.  The first of these is that large numbers of people in 

Jeremiah's day had managed somehow to delude themselves into believing that there was nothing wrong 

with their spiritual life.  "In spite of this" Jeremiah says after a long litany of Israel's sin and unwillingness to 

obey, "You say I am innocent, he is not angry with me!!"  People in open rebellion against God are usually 

the very last to recognize their spiritual plight.  The deadest churches I know of are populated by people 

who think everything is fine and dandy.  When Jeremiah started crying, they thought he was crazy!! 

 

The broken cisterns that Israel was relying on are identified right at the end of chapter 2: Assyria and Egypt. 

 Under the tutelage of the prophet Isaiah, good King Hezekiah had said we will trust the Lord, but 

Jeremiah's society was a rather different one; one party thought a political alliance with Egypt was just the 

thing Judah needed. Another party saw Assyria as the solution.  Jeremiah's lonely voice was crying, “Not 

Egypt and not Assyria - only the Lord can help us,” he shouted. But no one was listening. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow.  

 

 

WEEK 60, DAY 2                                   JEREMIAH 3-5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah 3-5 and we begin to understand why 

Jeremiah had so much to weep about.  Reading this book of prophecy is not going to be a "fun" or even an 

exciting experience for us.  It will, however, be both profitable and sobering. 

 

By now, we have spent enough time in the Word of God to understand that the human institution of 

marriage is the image that God most frequently chooses to describe the relationship that He desires to exist 

between Himself and His people.  The reason for this imagery is never explicitly stated in scripture but I 

believe it is not hard to understand.  Because our experience of God is indirect (in the sense that He is 

spiritual and immaterial and therefore impossible for us to see, taste, touch, smell or hear -- at least under 

normal circumstances) and because He is so much greater than anyone or anything else that we have any 

experience with, it is therefore difficult for us to understand very much about Him or to fully comprehend 

our relationship to Him.  It is for this reason that much of the revelation He has given to us about Himself is 

analogical, that is given by analogy.  An analogy, as you may recall from high school English, is when we 

say that something we do not know well is like something else that we do understand.  Thus, if you ask me 

to describe a koala - an animal that abounds in Australia where I used to live, I might tell you it is a 

marsupial, that is like a small bear.  It is not a bear but it looks like one.  That helps you to understand a bit 

better. 
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Now then, how does a person who has never touched, seen, heard, smelled or tasted God know what a 

relationship with God ought to be?  By comparing it to something He does understand, of course, and that is 

why God says - a hundred times over in His word that the closest human relationship to the one He desires 

to have with His people is the marriage bond.  Marriage, in God's plan, is a permanent commitment.  It is 

intended to be a life-long relationship broken only by death.  (Our relationship with God of course is not 

even broken then - that makes it even better than marriage.)  More than that marriage is the closest of all 

human relationships involving a degree of intimacy and transparency that no other relationship even 

approaches.  It involves the greatest level of "love" of which human beings are capable and that love 

consistently (when marriages is all that we want it to be) evidences itself in a desire to freely give and to 

serve the partner.  All of these things begin to help us understand the kind of relationship that the Almighty 

God desires to enjoy with us! 

 

As we have noted before (and undoubtedly will observe several more times before our tour through the 

Bible has ended), this analogical relationship between the human institution of marriage and God's desired 

relationship with us, is one reason why God hates divorce so much.  Whenever we damage the "picture" that 

God created to reflect the heavenly reality, we do real damage to our own ability to understand and 

experience a real relationship with Him!! 

 

There is probably no greater sense of betrayal in the whole range of human experience than the betrayal that 

a husband or wife feels upon learning that their spouse has been unfaithful to their wedding vows.  Anger, 

hurt, outrage, rejection -- those are all the emotions that are felt in that moment.  We need to be careful 

about projecting human feelings upon an infinite God, but those are all emotions that keep appearing in the 

words of God to His faithless people of Israel through the prophet Jeremiah.  Israel and Judah -- both of 

them have committed spiritual adultery.  (The Old King James Version uses the most graphic language 

possible in some passages when it says they have gone a whoring).  God is the wounded spouse and His 

anger and hurt show forth in what you read today!  The sexual language of chapters 3-5 was pretty graphic 

stuff and while some of it actually does refer to sexual immorality in the nation of Judah, most of it refers to 

the spiritual adultery that had been committed and Jeremiah says, "she defiled the land and committed 

adultery with stone and wood." (That's what the idols were made of) and he says, "You have scattered your 

[sexual] favors to foreign gods under every spreading tree."  Idolatry, more than immorality is in view here. 

 

I hope you noticed the question with which chapter 3 began.  It is provocative in the extreme and very 

disturbing in its implications...  In it, the Lord harkens back to a law given in the Book of Deuteronomy that 

says that if a marriage is dissolved by a divorce and either partner marries another and is later divorced or 

widowed from that second spouse, it is not permitted by God for them to return and remarry the original 

partner.  So, God says, how then can you who have run off to marry other gods expect now to return to the 

husband of your youth and be accepted?  There are some extremely disturbing ideas floating around in this 

passage.  The first is that it is possible for God to get so fed up with His adulterous bride Israel that He will 

actually divorce His people and in fact that is exactly what this passage says He did with the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel.  Corporately He divorced them and said you are no longer My people, no longer My 

bride.  The second idea is that once another marriage has taken place -- God might not be willing to take His 

people back.  Now the text never actually says that and in fact from the plea in verse 13 we may believe that 

God would still have taken Israel back, but the idea that one may proceed so far in apostasy and spiritual 

adultery that no return is possible is clearly present.  It is found in other parts of both the Old and New 

Testaments as well.  Backsliders from grace always take it for granted that they can come back anytime they 

please.  That is a very dangerous assumption. 
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I referred a moment ago to God's plea to his adulterous people.  Israel and then Judah went whoring with 

other gods.  Judah's sin was even greater than Israel's because after seeing God's judgment on the Northern 

Kingdom, Judah made a pretense of repentance but it was only a pretense.  -- Half-hearted repentance equals 

no repentance at all!!  "You called out," God says, "My Father, my friend from my youth will you always be 

angry?  Will your wrath continue forever?  This is how you talk but you do all the evil you can!"  God's plea 

to her is "just repent" -- "only acknowledge your guilt ... and return to Me." 

 

The text even seems to imply that if the Northern tribes repented they too would be brought out of exile and 

reunited with their Southern brothers.  There is some difference of opinion about whether Jeremiah's words 

about the house of Israel and Judah being reunited is an unconditional promise -- something that will be 

fulfilled in the millennium (a view toward which I am favorably disposed), or a conditional promise which 

cannot now be fulfilled because the Northern tribes never truly repented of their rebellion against God. 

 

The extremity of the sinfulness of the people of Judah is graphically underscored by the offer God makes to 

His heartbroken servant Jeremiah.  "If you can find just one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I 

will forgive this city."  That's even more extreme than the dealings God had with Abraham over Sodom and 

Gomorrah!  For five righteous men God would have spared Sodom -- for one Jerusalem!  But there was no 

one besides Jeremiah himself -- talk about a lonely position.  Being God's prophet in Judah in these last days 

of the kingdom was really lonely work! 

 

It is no wonder that finally in chapter 5 God cries out "Why should I forgive you?"  Your children have 

forsaken Me and sworn by gods that are not gods.  I supplied all their needs yet they committed adultery and 

thronged to the houses of prostitutes." 

 

As I sit here this morning reflecting on all of this material, I must tell you that I am a bit shaken because it 

seems to me that there is ready application in our own situation both on the corporate and individual levels.  

Corporately, I see whole churches and whole denominations which stand in very much the same relation to 

God now as Judah did in Jeremiah's day.  Long ago -- in the distant past there was a living, vital, vibrant 

relationship with God.  But over the years fervor cooled, apostasy and adultery crept in, and now you would 

be just as hard pressed as Jeremiah to find just one truly righteous person anywhere in the whole place.  

God's judgment of divorce hangs over such churches. 

 

On an individual level the danger of false, pretence filled repentance is just as great.   Judah said, "O God 

we're sorry" but they didn't really mean it -- they didn't change!  God says that kind of repentance is no 

repentance at all.  It's time for judgment.  Since the New Testament assures us that when judgment begins, it 

begins with the household of faith, that ought to give us great pause. 

 

I know that you felt the deep pain of Jeremiah, the prophet of God.  Jerusalem had brought wrath down 

upon herself.  They had no one else to blame for what was about to happen but Jeremiah is in torment.  

"This is your punishment.  How bitter it is!  How it pierces to the heart!  O my anguish, my anguish, I writhe 

in pain.  Oh the agony of my heart.  My heart pounds within and I cannot keep silent."  He reminds me of 

the Lord Jesus looking down upon Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives weeping for his beloved but hard-

hearted people.  Jeremiah could quite easily have said, a pox on all of you, you're getting just what you 

deserve and I'm glad about it ... but he didn't.  He pled for his people.  Real prophets are like that.  They have 

God's heart for people -- even sinful ones. 

 

There is just one last item to which I want to call your attention in the chapters that we read today and that is 

the passing mention Jeremiah makes of the ark of the covenant.  In the day of restoration which Jeremiah 
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sees coming with his mind and heart, he says the ark of the Lord will no longer be a focal point of worship.  

Those of you who wish to dig a little deeper today may want to find out what you can about what happened 

to the ark.  We have read together how the foolish Israelites took it into battle superstitiously thinking that 

the presence of the ark would magically protect them regardless of the state of their own hearts.  And how in 

the days of King David it was returned to Jerusalem to await the building of the great temple.  One thing is 

very certain.  After the return of the exiles from Babylon, there is no further mention of the ark.  It ceased to 

be a part of the worship of Israel and it will never have that function again. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 60, DAY 3                            JEREMIAH 6, 7 AND 8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah chapters 6-8.  As I read this passage this 

morning, these words seemed to jump off the page at me: "This is the nation that has not obeyed the Lord, 

it's God or responded to correction.  Truth has perished, it has vanished from their lips...The Lord has 

rejected and abandoned this generation that is under his wrath."  If I didn't know that these words came from 

the lips of Jeremiah, I would think that they had been written last week by someone who was looking at the 

United States of America in the 21st century.  It is a very cogent analysis of where we are right now. 

 

There certainly was a time when it would have been accurate to describe our nation as a Christian country.  

Not that everyone believed or even that all of our leaders were committed disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Nevertheless, there once was a clear Christian consensus here.  An acknowledgement that some things were 

true beyond question and some things were right (or wrong) and that the Bible as the revelation of God was 

a strong and reliable base upon which to build a country (or a life).  Obeying God, keeping His commands, 

acknowledging His truth were all important - even if sometimes our adherence to these things was 

something less than perfect.  But all of that is past now for we live in a "post-Christian" society.  The very 

word "truth" has a hollow ring to it and to insist that certain moral judgments are "right" in comparison with 

other judgments or actions which are viewed as "wrong" is to invite the harshest possible criticism for who 

are you to set yourself up as the judge and jury on such matters.  Homosexuality isn't wrong; it's just 

different, they say! 

 

It would seem to me that as a nation we have come just about to the same place that Judah had got to in the 

days of old Jeremiah.  That is alarming because of what God had to do to get their attention but perhaps it is 

also hopeful because we need to realize that we are not the first society in the history of our world to reach 

this point.  Sometimes in our anxiety over the deterioration of faith and morality in our land, it is possible to 

conclude that it has never been this bad before and that there is no remedy for the spiritual malice that has 

gripped our society.  That is just not true.  It has been this bad before! 

 

The solution comes from the lips of Jeremiah in the prophet's plaintive cry: "Stand at the crossroads and 

look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your 

souls."  God's messengers, (here in Jeremiah they are called watchman) come forward in every generation.  

We call them reformers, and they call us back to the ancient paths, the tried and true paths of righteousness. 

 

God never called a leader and sent him (or her) to a place with the mandate to keep things the way they are.  

God's watchmen always come with a call to change - either to move forward toward a more godly future, or 

to return to a more godly past, but it is always a call to change.  And change is always painful.  That's one 

reason why Jeremiahs are never very popular.  Jeremiah called them to return to the ancient paths.  So did 
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Martin Luther, John Calvin, and the great men of the reformation.  They looked at the church of their day 

and they saw all kinds of corruptions and unbiblical practices and beliefs and they stood like Jeremiah to 

call for attention to the ancient paths.  People heard, responded and the church (and society around it) was 

reformed.  At the time of the Great Awakening in Colonial America, it was just the same.  Corruption in the 

church and in the society of which it was a part was nearly all pervading.  Then Jonathan Edwards and the 

tenants and some others stood up and began to speak.  Some people listened and their society was reformed. 

In our own day there are many ways in which we have drifted away from the ancient paths.  It is once again 

time for a reformation.  Judah in Jeremiah's day refused to hear and they perished.  I wonder what America 

in the 1990's will answer...? 

 

I am sure that you noticed as you read that God told Jeremiah point blank that no one was going to listen to 

what he told them.  I cannot conceive of how difficult it would have been for Jeremiah to get up day after 

day, month after month, year after year, knowing each day that the response would be absolutely the same 

as it always had been before, stone cold rejection!  And why would the Jews be so hardened against the 

word of God?  Because we are told in chapter 6, their ears are closed so that they cannot hear.  Once again 

the familiar principle evidences itself:  If you reject God's word often enough, you are at some point going to 

lose the ability even to hear Him speaking in the first place.  So it was with the Jews and so it will be in our 

age as well.   

 

Now the most striking thing of all about the chapters we read today is that in verse 16 of chapter 7 God says 

to Jeremiah, “Don't even pray for these people any more.  Don't offer any plea or petition for them - I'm not 

going to listen to it anymore!”  At this point Jeremiah's heart was fully broken.  I can't conceive of God 

saying to me, stay in this church and tell them what I say but don't bother even praying for them anymore.  

They aren't going to listen or respond.  I want to tell you that Jeremiah had the opposite problem of Jonah.  

Jonah went to Nineveh hoping that no one would listen, but knowing in his heart that they probably would.  

Jeremiah would have done anything to get them to listen but he knew in advance that they weren't going to.  

But still he had to speak what God told him.  In this regard at least Jeremiah was very much like the Lord 

Jesus Christ who came "unto His own but His own received Him not."  Jesus knew in advance that the vast 

majority of people were going to reject His Messianic claims and that instead of crowning Him, they were 

going to crucify the Lord of glory.  Jeremiah knew it too. 

 

The Jews of Judah had never stopped being a religious people.  They worshipped God every week at the 

temple.  To be sure they worshipped many others gods and goddesses as well, and did not obey the laws that 

God had laid down for them but they did go faithfully to the temple every week, make the appropriate 

sacrifices and say the necessary prayers.  Their protection, they believed, lay in the scrupulous adherence to 

the rituals of the temple.  "The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord."  As long 

as they had the temple and its sacrifices they knew that they would be safe.  Their attitude was not unlike 

that of the mafia Don who runs Murder, Inc. all week long, has his fingers into loan sharking, prostitution 

and drugs on the side and goes every week to confession and mass.  In the quiet certainty that his place in 

the kingdom is secure, the message of Jeremiah is the same as that of Isaiah before him and Samuel before 

him who delivered the exact same message to King Saul:  To obey is better than sacrifice. 

 

Verses 21-23 of chapter 7 seem very important to me:  "This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 

says:  Go ahead, add your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices and eat the meat yourselves."  (Remember, 

burnt offerings were not eaten by the worshippers but were totally consumed on the altar.  So God is saying 

eat it yourselves - I don't want it!!)  He goes on "For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and spoke 

to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, but I gave them this 

command:  Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people..."  It's not that God didn't give 
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commands about sacrifices - He did, but ritual was never meant to take the place of obedience.  Rituals are 

not totally without value.  (Some have made that mistake too.)   The table of the Lord and baptism are (for 

example) both rituals.  They have been given to us by God and are very useful indeed to instruct us and 

teach us about Him, but rituals without obedience become blasphemous slaps in the very face of God. 

 

The plaintiff cry with which Jeremiah ends chapter 8 is indicative of how He must have felt about all that 

was happening around him.  "The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved!  Since my 

people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn and horror grips me. Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no 

physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wounds of my people?..."  This text by the way has 

been used by the Spirit of God to wound and then to bring salvation to a great many hearts!!  That is an 

interesting point, but the really powerful thing is the degree to which Jeremiah identifies with his people in 

the sin they have committed.  Once again there is an immediate parallel with the Lord Jesus Christ who 

became sin for us who knew no sin!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 60, DAY 4                        JEREMIAH 9 - 11 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah chapters 9, 10 and 11.  I'm not sure whether 

this will encourage or discourage you this morning, but I probably ought to tell you that the Book of 

Jeremiah is the longest Book in the Bible.  It doesn't have the greater number of chapters (that distinction 

belongs to the Book of Psalms with 150) but it does have the most words.  That, I suppose, is appropriate 

enough because Jeremiah, like many of the writing prophets, was a master of words.  Writing prose and 

poetry -- moving smoothly back and forth between these two literary form was something of which 

Jeremiah was a master.  He uses puns and word plays to evoke vivid visual images in the minds of his 

readers.  I only wish that we could read the Book together in Hebrew -- the word plays and images would be 

all the more striking ... Just as an example, right near the beginning of our reading today in chapter 9 verse 4 

Jeremiah is quoting the Lord -- lamenting the falsity of the people with their total lack of truthfulness.  The 

NIV reads: "Beware of your friends; do not trust your brothers, for every brother is a deceiver ..."  That 

clause is absolutely arresting.  In Hebrew it says, 'aqob ya 'aqob - every brother a Jacob -- a deceiver or 

supplanter.  Even in English much of the beauty and power of his words survive.  The preceding verse, 

verse 3 says, "They make ready their tongue like a bow to shoot lies."  (That is a vivid image!)  And goes on 

"It is not by truth that they triumph in the land."  The Old King James Version says no one is valiant for 

truth.  I know that John Bunyan, one of the greatest English writers of all time knew this passage well 

because one of the great characters found in Pilgrim's Progress is Mr. "Valiant for Truth." 

 

The very first verse of chapter 9 which so graphically expresses Jeremiah's feeling -- his grief over his 

people, almost certainly belongs with the literary unit we read in chapter 8.  Some of the English translations 

defy tradition and place it with chapter 8 where it belongs.  (Remember chapter and verse divisions are 

relatively recent phenomena.  They were not part of the original text.)  Nevertheless, whether it really 

belongs with chapter 8 or starts chapter 9, that verse lets us right in on Jeremiah's feelings.  "Oh that my 

head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears.  I would weep day and night for the slain of my 

people."  They haven't died yet, but Jeremiah knows they are going to.  This is how he earned the nickname 

the weeping prophet.  His feelings are bared in chapter 9.  In chapter 10, starting with verse 23, we find out 

about his prayers.  He prays first acknowledging that his fate is completely in the hand of God.  "A man's 

life is not his own" he cannot "direct" his own steps.  But acknowledging that everything is totally in the 

hand of God, he asks God to correct him, but only with justice and not with anger let he be reduced to 
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nothing.  "Lord" he cries, "let justice be done but not completely.  Keep your anger in check, Lord.  Don't 

destroy us completely." 

 

Jeremiah is a model of intercession here.  He so completely identified with his people that in praying for 

them he is praying for himself.  And he does pray.  That is a marvel in itself because two times already - first 

in chapter 7:16 and then again in 11:14 (which comes right after Jeremiah's prayer), God says don't pray any 

more for this bunch.  You're wasting your breath.  I'm not going to listen.  I suppose the prayer in chapter 10 

is not a complete disobedience because he is praying for himself, not for the nation, but he has identified 

with them - taken their sins as his own and he pleads for mercy. 

 

There is a verse in the New Testament in the 5th chapter of 1 John where we are told that we should pray 

for brothers who have sinned.  But then John adds a very troubling qualification: "I refer" he says "to those 

whose sin does not lead to death.  There is a sin that leads to death.  I am not saying that he (the Christian) 

should pray about that" (1 John 5:16).  I'm not sure this is the time to attempt to exegete that difficult New 

Testament passage, but it is apparent that at some point God says - Don't pray for that individual or group 

any longer.  They have passed the point that is described in Romans chapter 1.  I have given them over and 

I'm not going to change because they aren't going to change.  That is where the people of Jerusalem in 

Jeremiah's day had gotten to.   

 

But still Jeremiah pleads for mercy. 

 

Our reading today also showed us Jeremiah's standing in the community.  Jeremiah was a priest.  His 

hometown was Anathoth.  He may even have been an descendant of Abiathar, the priest in the days of King 

Solomon.   (By the way there are six such passages in the Book and they are dubbed by some scholars the 

"confessions" of Jeremiah).  Anyway in this autobiographical section, beginning with verse 18 of chapter 

11, we find out that the men of Anathoth -- probably led by Jeremiah's fellow priests, are plotting to kill him. 

 They threaten him saying, "Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord or you will die by our hands." 

 

Jeremiah at first didn't know about the plot.  "I was," he says, "like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter."  (That 

language is a bit reminiscent of a certain servant song in Isaiah, isn't it?)  But God revealed the plot against 

Jeremiah's life to the prophet and he throws himself into the protective care of the Lord and pronounces a 

divine prophecy for God against his enemies. 

 

I don't know about you, but I am starting to see some striking parallels between Jeremiah the weeping 

prophet and the Lord Jesus Christ who wept over Jerusalem, identified with the sins of His people, was 

totally rejected by them, and went like a sheep to the slaughter and trusted God to deliver him.  Jeremiah 

was a lot like Jesus. 

 

Did you notice in chapter 9, Jeremiah advised the people of Judah to call in the wailing women?  Their 

doom and death were so certain that he says we may as well call in the professional mourners now and get 

started.  That was part of every Jewish funeral.  There were women in the community whose job was to 

mourn and wail and stir up the friends and community to do the same.  It is a practice that was still going on 

in the Middle Ages when Jerome produced the Latin translation of scripture.  He wrote, "This custom 

continues to the present day in Judea, that women with disheveled locks and bared breasts in public musical 

utterance invite all to weeping." 
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Alfred Edershiem in his monumental work on the Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah tells us that in 

Christ's day "it was deemed duty for the poorest Jews on the death of his wife to provide at least two flutes 

and one mourning woman...even...For an unknown wayfarer...mourning women would be hired to chant in 

weird strains.  ‘Alas, the lion, alas, the hero’" (vol 1, p. 555).  These professional workers and the customs 

associated with death and burial in Old Testament times and even to the modern times in Judaism (Did you 

ever watch Fiddler on the Roof?) fascinate me because of the contrast that exists between these rituals and a 

Christian funeral which is so much different all because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

and the sure certainty (the New Testament word is "hope") that we have that one day the dead in Christ will 

also rise. 

 

The most significant portion of the chapters we read together today is, in my view, the section found in 

verses 23 and 24 of chapter 9.  Right after the words of doom and the call for the funeral mourners to begin 

their chants, Jeremiah inserts this magnificently timeless challenge: "This is what the Lord declares: Let not 

the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, 

but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who 

exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight' declares the Lord." 

 

Everything leading up to that declaration is about wrath and judgment.  But Jeremiah says when you think 

about God, think about kindness, justice, and righteousness. 

 

The challenge though is timeless.  I have memorized those verses and often come back to them because they 

instantly reorient my priorities.  When things get out of focus, what is really important is not wisdom and 

knowledge, strength and power, or riches and money.  The only thing that really counts is knowing God. 

 

For a long time I thought that my sense of significance in life would come from how much knowledge I 

could amass.  That if I knew more than anyone else knew, they would have to accept me and maybe even 

like me - knowledge is power was my motto but I was dead wrong.  Many more people think that physical 

strength, or social and political influence will be their ticket to satisfaction and purpose in life.  Still others 

(and this may be the biggest group of all) figure that money really can buy happiness and so they invest their 

lives in an all out quest for material wealth.  They are all wrong.  God says, let him who boasts boast in this: 

that He understands and knows me.  That is what it is really all about. Jeremiah hits the nail right on the 

head! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 60, DAY 5                       JEREMIAH 12-15 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Jeremiah chapters 12-15 and things are going from 

bad to worse in Judah.  By the time these chapters are written, I am pretty sure that King Josiah is long gone 

and with him the last best hope for righteousness in Jerusalem.  Jehoahaz might have been on the throne at 

this point in Jeremiah's prophetic career or possibly we are already into the reign of Jehoiakim who was an 

implacable enemy of the prophet of God. 

 

It would appear from what we read yesterday (though I did not have the time to comment upon it) that even 

during Josiah's reign, the people were already plotting to undermine and overthrow his religious reforms so 

they could return to the idolatry of Manasseh, the evil one.   

 

Chapters 12 and 13 finish a section we began reading yesterday that began in chapter 11 with a 

pronouncement of God's judgment upon the people of Judah because they had broken their covenant with 

God.  Today in our reading of chapter 12, we can feel the frustration of the faithful prophet.  As things get 

worse in Judah, Jeremiah, who has been told to stop praying for the people now begins to pray against them. 

 Lord, he complains, just as King David does in Psalm 73 and many other similar Psalms, why don't you get 

on with the business of punishment.  If you really are just, and if, as you say, the wicked aren't going to 

repent anyway, why don't you just get on with the business of punishing them.  I'm not much enjoying the 

role you've given me to play here.  Let's get this over with, O God. 

 

"Drag them off like sheep to be butchered.  Set them apart for the day of slaughter."  Let's see some of this 

righteous judgment in action, God!!  (I guess the realization that the other priests from his home town of 

Anathoth were plotting his destruction and that the king of Judah hated his guts and that the people of the 

land all said they never wanted to see or hear him again - all got under Jeremiah's skin to the point of him 

saying, o.k. then let's see this judgment.)  "God, if it's not going to get better then why not bring the 

Babylonians in now?" 

 

And you noticed didn't you, that God's answer to Jeremiah was not exactly what he was looking for.  In fact 

God answers Jeremiah here in very much the same way that He answers Habakkuk who is asking in his little 

Book pretty much the same exact question.  God's answer to Jeremiah is brace yourself because it's going to 

get even worse before I act.  "If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how are you 

going to run with the horses?"  The opposition you have been facing is going to get worse - the conditions of 

deterioration in the country are going to get a lot worse - the sword of the Lord is going to devour from one 

end of the land to the other but Jeremiah - it's going to happen on my timetable, not yours, and according to 

my plans -- not yours!!!  You just do what I tell you and leave the battle plan to Me!!! 

 

God always does what He says He will do, but not always when we expect it or in the way we think!  The 

question Jeremiah asked: I know you are always righteous, God, but how come the wicked prosper and the 

faithless live at ease while I am suffering for doing the right thing?  That question has been voiced a time or 

two both before Jeremiah's day (David asked it and I'll bet you Joseph did too!) and since - (I think I have 

even asked it!)  The answer is always the same.  God says that's my business - you trust Me and obey me.  

I'll make sure it all works out properly in the end. 

 

The episode with the new linen belt that Jeremiah was told to buy and then hides in a crevice in the rocks is 

one of a number of object lessons that we will encounter both here in Jeremiah and also in the Book of 

Ezekiel.  It is a pretty straightforward one.  Just as the belt is ruined by its exposure to the filth and the 

elements, so Judah has been ruined by its exposure to sin and pollution.  The NIV says that God told 
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Jeremiah to bury the belt at Perath.  You probably ought to know that in other contexts the Hebrew for 

Perath refers to the Euphrates River and Babylon was located on the banks of that river.  Perath might be a 

name for the modern Wadi Farah, a brook near Jeremiah's town of Anathoth in which case Jeremiah didn't 

have far to walk but the association between that name and the Euphrates would have made an unmistakable 

connection to Babylon.  If Perath really was the Euphrates, then Jeremiah had quite a journey to make - 

twice!! 

 

The passage that we read today was quite explicit about the coming exile and deportation, and even more 

explicit about the reasons why God was going to judge His people.  Sometimes as a pastor, I am troubled 

about the frequency with which I find myself saying the same thing to God's people.  I worry, just a little bit, 

about being overly repetitive or "wearing out" a topic.  Jeremiah, speaking on the direct command of God, 

had no such fears.  He was beating the same drum over and over and over again.  This is what is going to 

happen and this is why it's going to happen.  "Woe to you, Jerusalem.  How long will you be unclean?" 

 

A long time ago, an old seminary professor made me memorize Jeremiah 13:23, "Can the Ethiopian change 

his skin or the leopard its spots?  Then may you also do good that are accustomed to doing evil."  That was 

spoken to a nation but it applies equally well to the plight of every single individual bound to his sin nature 

and completely helpless to change it.  A dog can make many choices.  He can run or walk or jump or growl. 

 He can eat or not eat as it pleases him, but he can't act like anything other than a dog.  He is bound by 

nature to that.  So it is with a sinner who is free to make any choice consistent with the nature of a sinner but 

he (or she) cannot act like a non-sinner.  He is bound by his nature and cannot do otherwise.  Only by being 

given a new nature can that scenario change and that only happens when God regenerates the sinner and 

makes him or her a new creature in Christ Jesus." 

 

By the way, the mention of the queen mother in chapter 13 makes it almost certain that Jehoiachin is the 

king in view (making that portion of this passage fairly late in Jeremiah's (and Judah's) day.  Jehoiachin was 

only 18 years old when he came to power, thus making the role of the queen mother, Nehushta, a very 

significant one. 

 

Chapters 14 and 15 bring yet another message of doom and destruction.  I'm not sure if you are aware of this 

but messages of doom and gloom and mourning are sometimes called jeremiads in the English language and 

by now I'm sure we understand why that is.  God tells His people, through Jeremiah, that they will partake in 

one of four fates - death (via drought or disease), the sword (that's death again - this time by war), starvation 

(death again) or captivity.  What a message of hope!  No wonder they didn't like it when Jeremiah showed 

up at the neighborhood get together! 

 

God's adamancy about this fate is underscored by the third command to Jeremiah (this one in chapter 14) 

not to pray for the well being of this people, and by the remark at the beginning of chapter 15 that even if 

Moses and Samuel were to stand before Him on behalf of these people, nothing would change.  Moses and 

Samuel were two of the heavyweights of Old Testament biblical intercessors.  But God says even if they 

prayed, Jeremiah, I would not respond.  My people have become reprobate - they are beyond the point of 

repentance. 

 

I am so thankful this morning that my name is not Jeremiah - or Noah - or Enoch.  So thankful that I have 

not been called to minister God's Word into a situation in which no one will listen and therefore called to 

speak only words of judgment and never of grace.  I thank God for the courage and the faithfulness of 

Jeremiah but I'm so glad I have not been called to do his work. 
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Chapter 15 ends with the third of Jeremiah's confessions, those intimate little talks he had with God that are 

recorded for us.  They tell us a great deal about what was going on inside his head and heart and about the 

things he really did pray about and for - and they show us that Jeremiah was a very human man!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again next week!! 

 

  

 

       


